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A picnic is more than eating a meal, it is a 
pleasurable state of mind.  DeeDee Stovel 
 
Your Section’s annual picnic is soon 
approaching.  On Saturday, June 17, we 
will again gather at Hafer Park for a 
time of good food and good fellowship.  
Plan on joining your fellow Members to 
enjoy hamburgers, hot dogs at what has 
become one of our most anticipated 
events.  The circle drive around the 
pavilion provides the perfect backdrop 
for our picnic with a ring of gleaming Mercedes-Benz automobiles.  
Our national president, Terry Kiwala, is tentatively scheduled to join 
us and members of our Eastern Oklahoma Section will also join us as 
well.  So give your Benz a shine and plan to arrive at 10am.  More 
details about the picnic are found in this newsletter.  I look forward 
to seeing you there! 
 
Your Section has enjoyed an active spring calendar with a number of 
events.  Our Enid road trip, hosted by Enid Member John Bowers, 
with a stop at the Boy Scouts car show, followed by visits to the John 
Groendyke collection as well as John Bowers’ collection and, finally, 
Richard Crump’s garage was a great time.   
 
The first joint MBOKC-MBCA tech session was in March and the 
MBOKC team were tremendous hosts in providing important 
information on service aspects of our Mercedes-Benz including a 
setup of parts and vehicles used in their presentations as well as gift 
items and the cookout lunch. 
 
The Mercedes Ladies kicked off their initial meeting with an evening 
of acrylic painting at Painting With a Twist.  See the article and 
photos in the newsletter about the fun time had by all.  The group 
will meet again later this month at the home of Farah Masood for an 
evening of Bunco.  More information will be provided at the picnic.   

 
Continued on page 3… 
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Mercedes-Benz of Oklahoma City, Groundbreaking Ceremony 

On April 28th, Mercedes-Benz of 
Oklahoma City held the 
Groundbreaking Ceremony of the 
new dealership.  
 
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Howard, Mr. Todd 
Bondy, Ms. Nicole Harris & Mr. 
Gerald Lemmons of MBUSA, Mr. 
Walid Elkhouri, Project Architect 
along with various guests Senior 
Management of MBOKC and your 
humble Editor attended the simple 
but elegant ceremony. The 
construction is already in progress 
and hopefully the new dealership will 
be operational by May of 2018.  
 
Editor 

President’s Message continued… 
Future Section events include the annual car show at the Boathouse District in September and planning is underway 
for an overnight trip to Bentonville to visit the Crystal Bridges Museum and other area attractions.  More to come so 
stay tuned! 
 
Remember to log onto our Facebook page.  Not only are interesting and unusual photos of beautiful Mercedes-Benz 
automobiles posted daily, but the Facebook page is our online communication vehicle to our members.   
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On June 17th at 10:30am, we’ll gather at Edmond’s Hafer Park, Pavilion 1 for lunch.  Pavilion 
1 has covered area with many tables for seating and good surrounding parking to show off 
our cars. 
 
The entrances to Hafer Park are located on Edmond’s 9th Street, just east of Bryant Avenue.  
After passing the large parking lot on the left, take the second right into the Park.  Our 
Pavilion is located at end of the cul-de-sac. 
 
Lunch and soft drinks will be catered for a modest charge of $15 per person. Therefore, we 
must know if you plan to attend. 
 
Please commit now to joining this early summer Club activity and send your check to:  Bill 
Nash, at the Club’s P.O. Box 1518, Edmond, OK 73083-1518.  Or reserve your spot via Email 
(wjnash@cox.net) and pay at the event.  To enjoy the Picnic lunch, you must let Bill know by 
no later than June 12th. 
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On April 8th twenty-six members of 
the Central Oklahoma Section 
attended a special technical session 
hosted by MBOKC.  In addition to 
our members MBOKC invited 
service department customers to 
attend, and received another fifty 
reservations.  The response was so 
great they had to have repeat 
presentations to accommodate the 
large group. 
 
Scott Dounn, Director of Parts & 
Service for MBOKC and also a 
Section Member, arranged the 
Technical Session. Scott provided a 
table where we displayed MBCA 
recruitment materials, including 
copies of the STAR magazine.  As a result, during the Tech Session, we gained two new members for our 
Section and one for the Eastern Oklahoma Section.  We anticipate other memberships will result from 
this event. 
 
Presentations covered safety systems in all new Mercedes vehicles as well as explanation of mechanical 
systems and maintenance requirements.  The technicians also covered suspension and wheel problems 
caused by the many potholes encountered on Oklahoma roads.  As you will note from the photos the 
presentations were very thorough, and all questions were answered in detail.  
 
After the sessions a drawing was held and several door prizes were awarded. Paul Rodesney, one of our 
Board members, won the grand prize, a $250 gift certificate.  After the session lunch was provided by the 
dealership.  

 

Technical Session at Mercedes-Benz of Oklahoma City 
By Bill Nash 



 

 6 

Our special thanks go to Todd Bondy, General Manager, and Scott Dounn, Director of Parts and Service, 
for hosting the technical session.    
 
Message to MBOKC from President Woods: 
 

Todd & Scott, 
 
Thank you for hosting Saturday’s tech session.  The efforts MBOKC made to host this event were obvious from the 
team onsite to provide the information, the setup of parts and vehicles used in the presentations, the gift items and the 
cookout lunch.  None of this went unnoticed by our Club’s leadership.  I hope you were pleased with the turnout as I 
was impressed at the number of responses – especially for a first-time event.   
  
Scott, you said you look forward to repeating this next year at the new location and we look forward to the event as 
well.  I think it will be an even bigger draw as it will be an opportunity for members and customers to see the new 
MBOKC a bit behind the scenes.   
  
We value the partnership between our MBCA Section and MBOKC and look forward in continuing to partner the 
promotion of the Mercedes-Benz brand.  Thank you again. 
  
Best regards, 
  
Charles 

 
Response from Todd Bondy, General Manager of MBOKC: 

 
Thanks for your thoughtful email Charles.  We are glad that the club enjoyed the event and I am proud of our 
performance.  We learned a lot from the event and we look forward to improving on its success next time around.  We 
appreciate your continued support and loyalty. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Todd 
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www.allstarmotors.com 

New Members 
 

Colley Andrews, Tuttle, Oklahoma 
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 Our Board agreed with an idea to have special events for the women members and associates; 
Board member Carol Fisher was asked to poll our members to get suggestions for the types of 
events that may be of interest.  Carol and Lisa Leatherock took the lead, and the first outing was 
held Tuesday evening, April 11th, at Painting with a Twist in Casady Square.  We were assured 
no experience (or even talent) is necessary.   A sample painting was provided, and an instructor 
gave us step-by-step instructions on how to create our own version of “Poppies” with the acrylic 
paints and brushes provided… and thank goodness they even gave us aprons to protect our 
clothes (though we still managed to go home with a bit of paint on ourselves).  It was especially 
fun to see the variety of paintings, and to enjoy the refreshments provided by the Club.  In fact, 
we agreed we would like to have more get-togethers, probably in the evening, on a quarterly 
basis.  We even created a name for our group:  “Mercedes Ladies.” 
 
Enjoy the photos. 
 

Mercedes Ladies 
By Pat Nash 

 
 

MERCEDES LADIES NIGHT 
BUNCO 

TUESDAY, JULY 25, 2017 AT 7:00PM 
For details please contact: 

Carol Fisher (405) 752-5959 fisher@swbell.net 
Lisa Leatherock (405) 640-6018 Leatherock@att.net 
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301 W 15th St Edmond, OK 73013 
(405) 341-6030 or 1 800-341-6030 

http://silverstarimports.com 
 

www.silverstarimports.com 

 
Donate to  

http://sunbeamfamilyservices.org/ 
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There is no doubt: Driverless cars will be the greatest mobility revolution since 
Carl Benz and Gottlieb Daimler invented the “horseless carriage” more than 
130 years ago. And the next big thing down the road to fully self-driving cars 
is this - literally ground-breaking - feature: map data as an additional source of 
information to look beyond sensors and cameras and ultimately see around 
corners. Cars that are driving on their own better know exactly where they are 
going and how to arrive there safely. 

Maps as multidimensional source of information: Maps have huge potential 
to enhance safety and convenience on the road today. And they are one 
important “missing link” to self-driving vehicles tomorrow. For fully self-

driving cars, maps technically need to be ultra-accurate and ultra-up-to-date. Imagine what happened if 
we had more than just a few sources for mapping the world? If every single car collected data on every 
mile it drove and continuously shared roadside information with others? 

Maps as personal assistants: Considering that the mapping company for instance has many different 
partners, including BMW, Audi and Daimler, this means: more than seven million new “scouts” out on 
the road globally every year. 

They could all be collecting and sharing a massive amount of almost real-time data on roadwork, weather 
conditions, traffic, and more through one powerful mapping platform. At the same time, every vehicle 
would benefit from super-accurate, reliable and continuously updating high-definition map data.  

On top, there is a second strong dimension to maps that gets me excited: In the future the map in your car 
may be supporting you like a really cool co-driver. One who really knows about your likes, habits and 
preferences – no matter if you drive or if the car does the driving. This way, your car will get to know 
more about you, but not to overwhelm you with information. Instead it will reduce distraction and get 
you the personalized, right and most relevant information in the right very moment – at a level of 
convenience that goes far beyond navigating from A to B.  

Now, combining individualized map data with fully self-driving cars in the future leaves us with 
tremendous opportunities. If your car, for instance, knows your favorite bakery, it will get those fresh 
pastries you love for breakfast – even before you wake up! If your car knows your calendar, you’ll never 
have to think about taking Grandma to the dentist or picking up your laundry – your car is just going to 
do that for you. And there are infinitely more possible tasks cars will be able to take care of. 

Maps as the beginning of a revolution: The bottom line is this: Maps have long been an enabler for 
personal mobility. Now, they’re becoming a key driver for the next mobility revolution. A revolution with 
a huge impact on all of us: Cars that park themselves outside the city will reduce the space needed 
downtown. As a result, cities will become cleaner, greener and more livable. Self-driving trucks and vans 
can do all delivery and logistics at night to reduce traffic and pollution. That’s why Daimler is also going 
to electrify trucks, vans and buses.  

I am certain: We are on the road to a bright new future in mobility and maybe even a better world. It’s 
going to be an exciting ride.  

Dr. Zetsche originally published this article in Linkedin. Editor  

Why 3D Maps Are The Future Of Autonomous Driving 

By Dieter Zetsche; Chairman Daimler & CEO of Mercedes-Benz 
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At the Daimler-owned subsidiary ACCUMOTIVE 
in Kamenz, the second factory for lithium-ion 
batteries is built with an investment of around 500 
million euros. Guests of honour at the ceremony 
were Federal Chancellor Dr. Angela Merkel and 
Stanislaw Tillich (Minister President of Saxony), 
who, together with Dieter Zetsche (Chairman of the 
Board of Daimler AG and Head of Mercedes-Benz 
Cars), Markus Schäfer (Member of the Divisional 
Board of Mercedes-Benz Cars, Production and 
Supply Chain), Frank Deiss (Head of Powertrain 
Production and Site Manager Mercedes-Benz Plant 
Untertürkheim) and Frank Blome (Managing 
Director Deutsche Accumotive GmbH & Co. KG), 
laid the casing of a vehicle battery as the foundation 
stone. 
By laying the foundation for one of the biggest and 
most modern battery factories, Daimler AG is 
setting new standards in the international 
automotive industry, thereby taking the next 
strategic step in its electric offensive. 

Daimler lays foundation for one of the biggest 
and most modern battery factories in the world 

The new-look Mercedes-AMG showroom in 
Affalterbach has opened after a twelve-week 
refurbishment. The new racetrack-themed design 
focuses on the fifty-year-old sports car and high-
performance vehicle brand's roots in motor sports. 
This is clear straight away from the special mastic 
asphalt floor covering inside and outside with classic 
pit lane markings, tire marks and a start/finish line. 
Inside, the design also features an eye-catching tunnel 
graphic, which has the effect of lengthening the room. 
A separate area has been created near the entrance 
especially for the GT family of sports cars, with 
members of the family being showcased in rotation 
for customers and potential buyers. 

Mercedes-AMG opens redesigned showroom 

Mercedes-Benz Concept A Sedan 

The Saudi bus operator SAPTCO (Saudi Public 
Transport Company), in a joint venture with the 
French transport operator RATP – Dev (Régie 
Autonome des Transports Parisiens), has placed an 
order for 600 Mercedes-Benz Citaro buses. This 
represents the largest single order for Mercedes-Benz 
Citaro city buses in the history of Daimler Buses. 
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Calendar of Events 2017 

 
June 3rd; Coffee & Cars,  OKC 
 
June 17th; Members Annual Picnic @ Hafer Park, 

Edmond 
 
July 1st; Coffee & Cars, OKC 
 
July 8th; Board of Directors meeting 
 
July 18th; Member’s Dinner Meeting @ Stella 

Modern Italian Cuisine, OKC 
 
August 5th; Coffee & Cars, OKC 
 
August 15th; Member’s Dinner meeting @ Johnny 

Carino’s, Yukon 
 
September 2nd; Coffee & Cars, OKC 
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Directors 
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Officers Central Oklahoma Section 
 
 
President:    Charles Woods      (405) 359-2821 
Vice President:   Tony Marruchella (843) 513-6612 
Secretary:     Masood Khan        (405) 326-2531 
Treasurer:     Bill Nash            (405) 478-7677 
 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mercedes-Benz-Club-of-America-Central-Oklahoma-Section/116487505215294 


