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Havasupai 
By Chuck and Ava Stanford 
 
Mark your Calendar NOW for Havasupai ‘22 
 
We’ve all heard of Arizona’s “5 Cs”, the cornerstones of the State’s economic development over the past 
100 years.  And now one of these – Copper – is the theme for Havasupai ’22, to be held September 30 
- October 2 in the heart of Arizona’s copper mining region.   
 
Veteran rallyemasters Chuck and Ava Stanford have promised the usual – and some new twists as well 
– sure to make for an exciting and memorable weekend.  You’ll be driving Arizona’s picturesque scenery 
and winding roads, while observing sites and scenes of unimagined scale and investment, and maybe 
even finding some of your own treasure along the way! 
 
We’ll start on Friday night at the Best Western Copper Hills Inn in Globe (sorry, the Ritz Carlton was 
booked…)  Following a short, scenic drive from the Valley, you’ll check in, and then take a stroll across 
the street for some wine tasting and live music, tasty snacks, and fun hospitality.  Saturday morning 
following a hearty breakfast, we’ll hit the road for local history, observation, and basic information about 
the fascinating process of extracting and treating the shiny metal that comprises 50 pounds of your car 
(165 pounds if you’re driving electric), nearly 450 pounds of the average home, and 12% by weight of 
your cellphone!  We’ll see mining towns that have thrived in the ups and downs of this complex and 
cyclical business – and some that haven’t fared as well… Along the way you’ll also enjoy some great 
food, fun drives, and yes, probably a few “miner’s words” directed at the rallyemasters. 
 

 

Saturday night we’ll celebrate our driving accomplishments and 
“mining” success with dinner and an auction!  There’ll be prizes for 
all, but with a surprise! And of course, we’ll award traditional 
Kachinas for those whose mileage, observation and puzzle skills 
best match the rallyemasters. 
 
You won’t want to miss this unique weekend – bargain priced at only 
$549 per couple for the entire weekend.  This all-inclusive amount 
covers hotel, all your meals and prizes, in fact, everything but your 
alcohol and fuel – which by the way is about 50 cents a gallon less in 
Globe-Miami than in the Valley.  Fill out the form on page 5 and 
return it to Debbie Ichiyama.  We’ll look forward to seeing you in 
mining country – no pick and shovel needed J! 
 
Chuck and Ava 
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“More Than a Car Club | We’re a Community” 

Welcome our new Members! 

Desert Stars Section Officers and Board Members 

President’s Message	
By Debbie Ichiyama 

July - August 2022 
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Suzzanne Martin 
Michael Odierna 
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Thomas Dailey 
De Witt Hoopes 
Michael Oster 
Mick Plenzick 
Brian Scott 
Peter Volny 
 

 
 
 

Summer is upon us and I hope everyone is staying cool and 
hydrated. We have one event in July and then will take the month of 
August off. Starting in September we gear up for the fall club 
activities.    
 
Sept 30 to Oct 2 is the annual Havasupai rallye, which will be a not 
to be missed two night out of town driving event. Please read more 
in the StarDust newsletter for all the details of the event. 
 
For those of you who are sticking it out in the Valley this year, stay 
cool, get the good sunscreen and keep refreshments nearby. For 
those of you who are taking off to escape the heat, safe travels and 
try not to wince to hard when filling the tank. 
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Volunteers Needed for running Events  
 

One example is to organize a day drive this summer. 
 

You won’t be alone in doing this.  You will have the guidance of folks experienced in running events.  
Please consider helping us out.  If you are interested or would like more information, please contact 
Debbie Ichiyama dichiyama@me.com or Karen Manser nspinaz@gmail.com 
 
Thank you 

 

Star Night Day - Breakfast Joynt 
By Karen Manser 
 
Desert Stars, 
Please come and join your Desert Star friends for a homestyle breakfast or lunch on Saturday, July 23rd at 
1130 in McDowell Mountain Marketplace at: 
 
The Breakfast Joynt 
10101 E Bell Rd #107 
Scottsdale, AZ 85260 
https://breakfastjoynt.com/ 
 
This is a wonderful family-owned restaurant that has been around for 10 plus years and is very popular with 
the locals.  Their special recipes are from their family history and prepared fresh daily with healthy, quality 
ingredients.  Prices are reasonable and they will provide separate checks. 
 
Please rsvp to me, Karen Manser, at nspinaz@gmail.com or 425-478-5509 
Look forward to having you join us! 
 

Arizona Concours d’Elegance 
January 23, 2023 

 
The Arizona Concours d’Elegance returns as the highlight of Arizona Car Week in January 2023, 
partnering with Scottsdale Arts to bring some of the world’s rarest and most valuable collector cars 
for display at Scottsdale Civic Center. 
 

“Scottsdale Arts and the City of Scottsdale are thrilled to  
welcome this premier automotive event to our  

calendar of arts and entertainment.” 
 

For more information call 480-499-8587 or visit 
www.experiencescottsdale.com/event/arizona-concours-d’elegane/367574 
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Annual Meeting 
By Debbie Ichiyama 
 

MBCA Desert Stars 
Annual Meeting and Breakfast 

Minutes 
 

Saturday May 14, 2022 
Soul Cafe 
8:00 AM 

 
Board Members Present:  Karen Manser, Debbie Ichiyama, Bob Yoder, Carey Hobson, Katherine Coult,  
 
Board Members Absent: John Hutchison, Ron Borino, Rhonda Borino, Kathy Hobson, Ed Crawford   
 
Others in Attendance:  Mark Ichiyama, Steve Jensen, Kim Cesal, David Cesal, Ed Kasmar, Joyce 
Kasmar, Bob Young, John Truttman, Nancy Kuhn, Don Burton, Brynn Burton, Susan Oster, Mike Oster, 
Edward Zeff 
 
The meeting informally started at 8:00 AM. Nineteen people were in attendance.     
 
The following was included in the recap: 

Current membership 333 
 
Desert Stars – Financially strong with no debt and reserves of $25,677.11 
 
Activities and Events over the last year – 11 events (including 1 regional) and 1 Star Night 
 
Class of 2022 Retiring Directors – Ron Borino and John Hutchison 
 
Desert Stars Leadership 
 Activities and Events  Karen Manser 
 Advertising   Ron Borino 
 Membership   Debbie Ichiyama 
 Newsletter Editor  Debbie Ichiyama  
 Publicity/Webmaster  Mark Ichiyama 
  

   Ballots were distributed for Officer and Directors as follows: 
Candidate Slate for Officers 
President:  Debbie Ichiyama 
Vice President: Karen Manser 
Treasurer:  Rhonda Borino 
Secretary:  Katherine Coult 

 
 Candidate Slate for Class of 2025 

David Cesal 
John Truttman 

 
All were elected with 31 yes votes, 12 were received electronically. 
 
Meeting concluded at approximately 9:30 AM 
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Continued on page 6 

 

                                       Havasupai 
Please register and pay by August 31, 2022 

 
Name(s) Registering: _____________________________________ 1 King or 2 Queen Beds________ 

 
Phone No.: ________________________Day/ Night Email Address:  ________________________________ 

 
Registration Fee is $549.00 per couple. Registration fee includes Friday evening appetizers, Saturday lunch, Saturday 
night awards dinner, non-alcoholic beverages at meals, and awards/prizes. 

 
 

Make your check payable to:  MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to: 
MBCA Desert Stars c/o Debbie Ichiyama 

6502 E Evans Drive, Scottsdale, AZ 85254 
Credit Card payments available:  Call Debbie Ichiyama at (480) 268-9535. 
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Tell us a little about Miller’s and the history 
 
Miller’s was originally established in 1981 as a mail-order business in California as was known as Miller’s 
Mercedes Parts. The first 5 years were devoted entirely to 190SL parts and over the years we added more car 
lines, built up our inventory and acquired customers in international markets.   
 
Miller’s was a west coast mainstay until the early-2000’s when we expanded to the east coast thus offering 2 
locations to better serve our customers.  In 2012 the business then consolidated and relocated to Prescott, 
Arizona remaining there until 2016 when we happily gave up the daily 3-hour round trip drive and relocated to 
our current site in North Phoenix. One thing that has remained constant is our fantastic parts manager, Mike, 
who has been with the company since the early days. He knows the parts like the back of his hand and can 
recall and recite manufacturer numbers like most people relay their birth date.   
 
Presently, Miller’s appears in magazines represented in 25 countries and is available at 16 URLs in 124 
countries on the World Wide Web. Every 30 days on average we receive 1.4 million requests for pages on 
Miller’s websites and on a few occasions we have even hit 2.1 million requests. We ship on average 300 orders 
a month.   
 
What products and services do you offer? 
 
Our line of products includes parts and accessories for all classic Mercedes-Benz from the 60’s and 70’s as well 
as SL’s from 1963 through 1990.  In addition, we stock routine maintenance parts for most 70’s, 80’s and 90’s 
models and we can also be found hunting down hard-to-find or discontinued parts.  We recently entered in to an 
agreement with UK-based Easy Hoists to become the only US supplier of the highly-rated full line of Easy 
Hoists car top hoists. 
 
Most people don’t know that Miller’s also manufactures many parts no longer available from Mercedes-Benz for 
many of the older Mercedes models, including rubber seals, chrome, heater boxes and more, selling our 
reproductions all over the world.  We provide quality parts and accessories to a wide range of customers 
including full restoration shops, auto repair stations and the average do-it-yourself enthusiast. 
 
What is the most unique part you’ve sold? 
 
The most memorable single purchase was a hydraulic window switch for a 1970 Mercedes-Benz Limo.  It was 
already discontinued by the time we began our search and we managed to find the last new one in existence.  
At the time, which was about 10 years ago, the cost of this teeny switch was $5,000.  We had to convince the 
UPS driver that this small part that fit in a 4-inch box was indeed insured for the correct value!   
 
What else would you like Desert Star members to know about you or Miller’s Inc? 

Keeping true to our “classic” roots, we own a 1996 SL500, a 1976 450SL, a 1987 380S, and a 2003 CLK430.  
Our most recent road trip with the SL500 was to Strawberry-Pine Days.  

Eric and Tracie are automotive aficionados with an enthusiasm for car restoration and a passion for helping 
customers find that specific part to get their own classic Mercedes Benz back on the road again for all to enjoy. 

We are pleased to offer a 15% discount to Desert Star members!  Use voucher code stardust15 when you order 
online at shop.millermbz.com or mention you are a member when you call us at 714-557-0115.   
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How many people are employed at Miller’s Inc? 
 
Miller’s has a number of folks employed in several different 
positions in order to maintain daily operations, including 
our 4-legged office greeter Kona. We are growing and 
currently seeking someone who is interested in part time 
afternoon employment in our shipping department. This 
would be ideal for a retiree/veteran/student. Call Eric for 
more information @ 714-557-0115 ext 101 or Email: 
eric@millermbz.com 
 

Owners:  Eric and Tracie Hasselbring 

 



The StarDust Page 8 

 

July - August 2022 

 
  

 

Local Car Culture 
 
 The Scottsdale Motorsports Gathering	
  7:00-10:00 am on the first Saturday of every month.  
  Free for spectators! 
  Market Street at DC Ranch 
  20789 N Pima Rd 
  Scottsdale, AZ 85255	
 
  Highline Autos Cars & Coffee 
  7:30 – 10:00 am on the first Saturday of every month. 
  5415 East High Street 
  Phoenix, AZ 85054 
 
  Alpio’s @ TROON 
  Car’s & COFFEE at Pinnacle Peak 
   7:00 – 10:00 am on the second Saturday of every month. 
  10452 East Jomax 
   Scottsdale, AZ 85262 
    
   
  

 

The Fountain Hills Chamber of Commerce is organizing an Oktoberfest celebration to be 
held September 23-24 (two nights) and is looking for German cars to put on display.  If 
you’re interested, please contact Chuck Stanford at 602-549-4789 
or AzBenzGuy@msn.com for details.  This could be a fun event and a nice way to display 
your Benz for an evening to an interested crowd in a fun, non-judged setting! 
 

Carlife Car Show 
 
The car show will be on the campus of First Christian Church Scottsdale, 7405 E. McDonald Road, Scottsdale, 
AZ  85250.  The car show will be one part of their Fall Festival, so there will be lots of other activities going on 
besides the car show.  All of it is a fundraiser for those in need of food, clothing, and shelter 
 
If interested please contact Scott Hawks at 317-797-9684 
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Sedona AZ 
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F1 Coming Soon 
 

Below are the races scheduled for July and August 
 

Please check your local listings for times and where to find the broadcast. 
                                          
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

 Date           Event                            Country      

 
Your Company Could Be Here 

The club welcomes inquiries from businesses or members who would like to advertise their goods or 
services to an influential and discriminating group of purchasers.  If you know of a business you think 
should be in this periodical and would like me to try to call on them, please, just let me know.   

Call Ron Borino at 602-550-9939 for information. 

 

3rd  July           British Grand Prix        Great Britain 
 
10th July           Grosser Preis Von Osterreich       Austria          
 
24th July             Grand Prix De France                  France 
 
31st July            Aramco Magyar Nafydij        Hungary 
 
28th August  Belgian Grand Prix         Belgium 
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As a Desert Star. You can list your for-sale Mercedes-Benz here and let all our readers 
know it’s available for them to enjoy.  Whether you have a high mile driver, or a collectible 
with more wax than miles on it, contact us and get your car listed in the Stardust.  Contact 
info StarDustMBCA@gmail.com 
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Please support our awesome sponsors and small 
business owner, when possible.  Let them know 
you heard of them through the StarDust. 
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SAVE THESE DATES 

Visit us at: 
www.desertstars.mbca.org 

Like us on Facebook 
DesertStarsMBCA 

Follow us on Twitter 
@MBCADesertStars 

Keep your address updated with the 
MBCA National Business Office at 

(800) 637-2360 
Online at http://mbca.org 

Update your email address with The National Business Office 
Contact our Membership Chair, Debbie Ichiyama, at 480-268-9535 or dichiyama@me.com 

                 
          
 
 
    
July 23              Saturday            The Breakfast Joynt 
 
 
Sept 30 thru Oct 2            Friday - Sunday           Havasupai  
            
                                         
Dec 4               Sunday             Holiday Party 


