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And now we welcome the New Year,  
full of things that have never been. 
 – Rainer Maria Rilke 
 
Happy 2018 to every Member all! 
 
We are well into 2018 and you may 
have noticed this newsletter reaching 
you is January-February.  We are re-
calendaring the newsletters to allow the 
first as January-February and the last as 
November-December.  
 
 As with each New Year, your officers and board begin preparing 
the year’s calendar of events for 2018.  Our goal is for a diverse 
schedule of activities designed to meet member’s interests.  At our 
January monthly members meeting, we held an open forum, asking 
for member input as to how we can make your Club’s activities best 
meet your needs.  While we received good feedback, we would still 
like to hear from members who unable to attend this meeting.  So, 
please feel free to reach out to me or any officer/board member with 
your suggestions and recommendations.  All member suggestions 
will be considered at our next board meeting in April so stay tuned 
for new 2018 activities. 
 
And, speaking of change, two of our traditional events will be 
changing in 2018.  Our annual car show will not be held this year.  
Instead, we will enjoy a member non-judged “show and shine” at 
our annual June picnic.  So, plan to give your Mercedes-Benz a good 
clean to serve as a beautiful backdrop during the picnic.  Also, more 
change - 2018 is board election year.  Last year, the board voted to 
reduce the number of board seats from nine to seven.  Four of the 
current officers/board members are term-limited and cannot stand 
for re-election.  I encourage members to consider running for one of 
these seven board seats.  While the election will be in September, the 
time to consider candidacy is now.  If you wish to submit your name 
as a candidate, please let me or any officer/board member know of 
your interest.  
   Continued on next page… 
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President’s Message Continued… 
 
Looking back briefly, the 2017 Christmas 
Party at Twin Hills was great fun.  The club 
offers us privacy in a beautiful setting as 
well as great food.  Over 50 members and 
guests joined in a spirited dirty Santa gift 
exchange, which was great fun.  We look 
forward to returning to Twin Hills again 
for 2018.  The beautiful Twin Hills venue 
would not be possible without the gracious 
help of John and Katherine Curry for 
arranging the party through their Twin 
Hills membership.   

Dr. Dieter Zetsche leaving Daimler AG 
 
The distinguished and extremely successful CEO of Mercedes-Benz 
and Chairman Board of Daimler AG, Dr. Dieter Zetsche is leaving 
after twelve successful years. Dr. Z as he is known here in the US, 
will be leaving in October for the German travel company Tui AG as 
its Chairman of the Board. Though his contract at Daimler AG was 
extended for three years in 2016, guess he decided to leave on a high 
note.  Daimler has not confirmed who will replace Dr. Zetsche but 
rumors are Ola Källenius will be the new man.  

Daimler posts record results  
• . Total unit sales at new record of 3.3 million vehicles (+9%) 
• . Group revenue up by 7% to €164.3 billion (2016: €153.3 billion) 
• . Significant increase in Group EBIT of 14% to €14.7 billion (2016: €12.9 billion) 
• . Net profit up by 24% to €10.9 billion 
• . Proposal of highest dividend to date of €3.65 per share 
• . Outlook for 2018: slight growth in unit sales and revenue, expected to be in the prior-year magnitude 
•  
• Dieter Zetsche, Chairman of the Board of Management of Daimler AG and Head of Mercedes-Benz Cars: 

“We are acting from a position of strength. Our ambition is unchanged: Daimler belongs at the top.” 

Editor’s Note 
The last issue of the Newsletter you received 
was December 2017-January 2018 and it may be 
confusing to see January again on this issue. For 
some time we have been thinking of aligning the 
publication of the Section newsletter with the 
calendar year. Finally it is happening with our 
January-February 2018 Newsletter, we are now 
aligned with the calendar year.  
 
I was planning to do 3 more issues before 
stepping down as Editor in September of this 
year however this change will add another issue. 
Now will say goodbye to you after September-
October 2018 issue.  
 
Masood Khan 
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2017 Christmas Party 
By Bill & Pat Nash 

Although the weather was brisk, we had better 
than expected attendance.  The 50 members in 
attendance had a great time during our annual 
Christmas party at the Twin Hills Golf and 
Country Club. Special thanks go to members 
John and Katherine Curry for enabling us to 
use this venue.   
 
The menu was very good with a choice of filet 
cooked-to-order, salmon or chicken. All 
entrées came with tossed salad, roasted 
potatoes, fresh green beans, dinner rolls, 
strawberry cheesecake and coffee or iced tea. 
 
The highlight of the evening was a visit by our 
new National President, Gene Jurick.  Gene 
presented the South Central Region Officer of 

the Year award to our President, Charles Woods. 
 
President Woods presented our Section’s Member of the Year award to John Bowers.  
John has been an active participant in our annual car shows, bringing million dollar vehicles 
(1954 300SL Gull Wing & 1960 300 SL Roadster) from Enid to Oklahoma City. John also supports 
the annual Boy Scout car show in Enid by entering his cars and assisting our members in joining 
this charity event.    
 
The traditional Dirty Santa gift exchange under the direction of Ken Wells was very entertaining. 
Members drew numbers, and as each 
beautifully wrapped gift was opened, it 
became available to be stolen by the next 
member. Several members went through 
numerous gifts before the game ended. All 
in all, everyone went home happy.  
 
We look forward to returning to Twin Hills 
in 2018. 
 
 
 

Continued on the next page… 

Charles Woods receives Officer of the Year Award 
from National President Gene Jurick 

John Bowers received Member of the Year Award 
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New Members 
 

Thomas Stidham, Midwest City, Oklahoma 
 

FACTORY-TRAINED TECHNICIANS  //  COMPETITIVE RATES
THE DEALERSHIP ALTERNATIVE

340.4064
2606 S. KELLY AVENUE, EDMOND  //  WWW.ALLSTARMOTORS.COM

MERCEDES BENZ
SERVICE
SERVING OKC METRO SINCE 1996
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Central Oklahoma Section Member Recognition Night 
By Bill Nash 

Each year at our January dinner 
meeting the Section recognizes 
and extends our appreciation of 
our long-term members. This 
year the meeting was held on 
Tuesday, January 16, 2018, at 
Grand House Asian Bistro in 
Oklahoma City.  In spite of the 
single-digit weather, we had 
reasonably good attendance at 
this special meeting. 
The Central Oklahoma Section 
received its Certificate of Charter 
from MBCA on December 11, 
1984.  We now have 137 
members, 43 of whom have 10 or 
more consecutive years of 
membership. 

 
Members recognized for their ten years of membership were: Brad and Claire Katzung, John Norman, 
Charles Cook, Ulf and Patricia Heller and Jack and Ozella Hinton.  Mike Dunn was recognized for his 
fifteen years of membership.  Members reaching their 20-year anniversary received an engraved lucite 
plaque in the shape of the state of Oklahoma expressing our appreciation for their loyalty and support. 
Awardees were: Rodney Hester, David and Barbara Strong, and Bill and Pat Nash.  
 
A special walnut plaque was awarded to Ralph and Catherine Lacava to recognize their 30-year 
membership. President Charles Woods reviewed our annual schedule and highlighted upcoming events 
such as the Mercedes Mixer sponsored by the Eastern Oklahoma Section in April and a planned visit to 
the Marland Mansion in Ponca City in June. 
 
An open forum was held to discuss the types of events and activities members might enjoy. Suggestions 
included an occasional Saturday lunch meeting in place of a monthly Tuesday dinner meeting.  It was 
also suggested that we to conduct an annual tech session.  Another idea was to increase Section funds for 
door prizes and awards.  We agreed that our annual picnic will be sponsored by the Section.  The Board 
will research funding additional events and activities.  
We also discussed ways to recruit and retain members.  This issue is a concern of all Sections as well as 
the National Board. 
 

Continued on page next page… 

Bill Nash receives 20 year plaque from Section President Charles Woods 
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301 W 15th St Edmond, OK 73013 
(405) 341-6030 or 1 800-341-6030 

http://silverstarimports.com 
 

www.silverstarimports.com 

Member Recognition Night 2018 
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Calendar of Events 2018 

 
February 3rd;  Coffee & Cars OKC 
 
February 20th; Monthly Dinner Meeting @ 

Charleston’s, 224 Johnny Bench Dr. 
Bricktown, OKC 

 
March 3rd;  Coffee & Cars OKC 
 
March 9th; OKC Auto Show, Fairgrounds, OKC 
 
March 22nd;  Monthly Dinner Meeting @ Interurban 

Classic Grill, Danforth Rd. Edmond 
 
April 7th;  Coffee & Cars OKC 
 
April 7th;  Board Of Directors Meeting  
 
April 14th;  Benz & Breakfast, Nichols Hills 
 
April 17th;  Monthly Dinner Meeting @ Bellini’s 

Underground, 6305 Waterford, OKC 
 
May 5th;  Coffee & Cars, OKC  

 
GET FIT, FEEL FIT, STAY FIT 

WITH FIT 3 
Contact Marcia Daniels 

truly.reliv.com 
405-922-3363 

 

 

 
Let Me Show You How to Reliv! 



 

 

  

Mercedes-Benz Club of America 
Central Oklahoma Section 

P. O. Box 1518, Edmond, OK 73083-1518 

www.centralok.mbca.org/ 
 

 
Mercedes-Benz Club of America 

www.mbca.org 
Central Oklahoma Section Officers & Directors 

Regional Director South Central Region: Brett Jurick, bjurick@tx.rr.com 
 

Directors 
 
 
Carol Fisher  (405) 752-5959 
Jeff Leatherock (405) 943-9795 
Greg Morgan  (405) 615-2501 
Paul Rodesney (405) 620-0124  
Tom Whiteley  (405) 692-3475 
 

Officers Central Oklahoma Section 
 
 
President:    Charles Woods      (405) 359-2821 
Vice President:   Tony Marruchella (843) 513-6612 
Secretary:     Masood Khan        (405) 326-2531 
Treasurer:     Bill Nash            (405) 478-7677 
 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mercedes-Benz-Club-of-America-Central-Oklahoma-Section/116487505215294 

Join The Club:  https://centralok.mbca.org/join-today 


