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Chaumette Vineyards & Winery 
Ste. Genevieve, MO  

Saturday, September 21st 
 

Please make plans to caravan to the beautiful Chaumette 
Winery where the view is outstanding and the buildings are 
warm and inviting.  Several buildings have been added since 
the St. Louis Gateway Section visited the winery years ago.  
We will meet at the parking lot on the west side of the Holiday 
Inn at Lindbergh and Watson Road (10709 Watson Rd, St. 
Louis, Missouri 63127) at 9:15 AM.  From the parking lot we 
will travel south on I-270 to I-55 toward Ste. Genevieve.  Then 
take exit 150 for MO-32 toward state Hwy A&B.  For your 
GPS/MapQuest, the address is 24345 State Route WW, Ste. 
Genevieve, MO 63670 
 

At the winery we will be served a family-style lunch including 
salad, meat, homemade potato chips, and desert at a cost of 
$39 per person.  Wine by the bottle or glass may be purchased 
separately.  Please RSVP by sending your check in the 
amount of $39 per person, payable to ‘St. Louis Gateway 
Section’, to Alan Barker, 215 Kerruish Pl., Webster Groves, 
MO  63119.  We look forward to seeing you at this fun event.   
 

⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔ 
 

St. Louis Gateway Section Annual Picnic 
and Autos of Valhalla Car Show 

Valhalla Cemetery, St. Louis, MO 63133 
Sunday, October 6, 2013 (Rain or Shine) 

7600 St.Charles Rock Road 
 

Time: 9:30 for car show participants – Picnic starts at 11 
 

Paula Prater is organizing the food for our club’s Annual 
picnic and she asks that each member attending donate 
$10 for which the club will provide pulled pork sandwiches (tell 
Paula if you do not eat pork), baked beans, wine, beer, soda 
and water.  Paula needs about 8 volunteers to bring potato 
salad, cole slaw, pasta salad or tossed salad, your choice.  
She also needs about 8 desserts.  We will forgo the 
appetizers this year, unless someone really wants to bring one.  
Please mail your $10 per person with  the information 
below to Paula Prater, 514 Keswick Drive, Lake St. Louis, 
MO  63367.  Paula will also send out a blast closer to the date.  
We hope to have a big turnout!! 
 

Name(s)___________________________________________ 
  

I will bring a _________________________ (salad or dessert) 
 

⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔ 
 

This is the third annual Autos on Valhalla Car Show and the 
second year MBCA has held its annual picnic concurrent with 
the car show.  Last year’s dual event was so successful we 
decided to make it a tradition.  MBCA members enjoy a 
separate, tented area set aside just for our picnic, but with 
added attractions: The fun of strolling through an array of 
beautiful and varied automobiles displayed on Valhalla’s rolling 
hills surrounding a lovely lake - and… an opportunity to tour 
Valhalla’s magnificent mausoleum, considered to be one of the 
finest and most beautiful in the country. The show is not a 
concours, but rather more of a show and shine with an 
opportunity to mingle with other car people in a lovely 
atmosphere.   
 

All proceeds from the show go to Ride-On St. Louis, Equine-
Assisted Activities and Therapies which helps disabled 
individuals achieve improved neurological and sensory 
function through therapeutic horsemanship.  You may include 
a check with your picnic sign up (below) or contribute at the 
show.  To enter your car in Autos on Valhalla, please fill 
out the registration form on Page 5. 
⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔ 

 

Columbia Star Dinner Train 
Columbia, MO 

Sunday, November 3rd 
 

On Sunday, November 3rd, we will head west to Columbia 
Missouri to board the Columbia Star Dinner Train.  Prepare to 
be wined and dined on-board this elegant train as you relax in 
a vintage rail car and enjoy a delicious brunch, with great 
company of course!  Our dining car can only accommodate 
56 people, so make sure you get your reservation in early.  We 
will board the train in Columbia at 11:00 AM.  The train will 
depart at 11:30, and will return back to the station at 1:30.  If 
you are planning to attend, you must call the Columbia Star 
at (573) 474-2223 to make your reservation, select your 
entrees, and provide payment.  The price is $66.63 per 
person.  This price includes a four-course brunch, all non-
alcoholic beverages, and tax.  Alcoholic beverages can be 
purchased while on-board the train.  The Columbia Star Dinner 
Train must have your entree selection and deposit by October 
15th.  Contact Dan Valle with any questions at (314) 495-
7276, but make sure you call (573) 474-2223 to make your 
reservations.  Please tell the reservation agent that you're with 
the Mercedes Club.  http://dinnertrain.com/ 
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                     2013 MBCA 
   SAINT  LOUIS  GATEWAY SECTION            
               Officers and Board Members 
 

   SECTION OFFICERS 
 

   President                                                 John Prater 
       oliverjeanne2012@hotmail.com 
      636.561.2616 

   Vice-President                                         Frank Perry 
      frankperry401@msn.com 
      314.839.4862 

   Secretary                                                 Dodie Frank 
      dodiejerroy@yahoo.com 
       314.961.8881 

   Treasurer                                                 Dana Faerber 
       ronfaerber@sbcglobal.net 
       314.434.4269 
    President Emeritus                                   Rick Siefert 
       siefertrf@bv.com 
       314.825.1903 
 

   BOARD MEMBERS 
   Alan Barker 
       alan-barker@att.net 
       314.962.6857    
   Ed Barutio 
       edbarutio2@att.net 
        636.273.9046 
   Mimi Barutio 
       mimibarutio@att.net 
       636.273.9046 
   Sally Edmiston 
       rfedmiston@sbcglobal.net 
       636.536.1033 
   Bob Frank (Newsletter Editor) 
        rsfrank1@aol.com  
        636.273.9820 
    Kay Frank (Newsletter Editor) 
         kay.frank7@gmail.com 
        636.273.9820 
    Mike Fults 
       mndfults@yahoo.com 
       636.575.2161 
     Jim Gruss (Membership - Webmaster) 
       314.452.3974 
       webmaster@gatewaymercedesclub.com 

       http://stlgateway.mbca.org  (SLGS website) 

   Russell Hughes 
       300sl@sbcglobal.net 
       636.587.2999 
   Patti Siefert 
       patti.siefert@att.net 
       314.378.0432 
 

  Cliff Reyle (Central Regional Director) 
      Cliff.reyle@youthvillages.org 

 ⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔ 

 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
 

 St. Louis Gateway Section Members - Just a quick 
message this month to sing the praises of our event hosts 
for the last two events- In July, we went to Alton and 
Grafton for a tour of historic sites, such as the Alton Giant 
statue, and local museum, as directed by Ceci and David 
Bartels, with help from Mike and Melissa Seymour.  
Turnout was good, even for a hot day, and everyone 
seemed to have a great time. Thanks to our hosts for 
putting together a fine trip. Next, Rick and Patti Siefert 
hosted the pilgrimage to Harry and Jauneta Hosmer's 
Stonecroft Manor, followed by a tour of the Rockcliffe 
Mansion in Hannibal. The trip was sold out, and we 
enjoyed great tours, lunch, happy hour and dinner in 
Hannibal, with no casualties reported.  Photos of both trips 
appear in this issue, for the edification of all. 
  
September sees us going en masse to Chaumette Winery 
in Ste. Genevieve for a tour, lunch and wine fest, so 
please get your name in to our hosts, Alan and Judy 
Barker, so space can be reserved. The date is September 
21st and lunch will be $39.00 per person, but will prove to 
be well worth the price. 
  
Your Section is doing well, financially, socially, and 
membership-wise. Several new members have joined us 
at recent events, and some former members have 
rejoined the Section's warm embrace. We expect this 
trend to continue, so please make a special point of 
welcoming any new (or returning) faces that you see at 
upcoming events. 
  
Other than that, your Section is a great place to be, and 
continues to provide the Mercedes-Benz experience to all 
members, while expanding for the future.   
 
Keep Driving!- Your humble servant,  
 
 
 John Prater 
 
 
 
 
⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔ 
 

 

mailto:ronfaerber@sbcglobal.net
mailto:alan-barker@att.net
mailto:mimibarutio@att.net
mailto:rfedmiston@sbcglobal.net
mailto:mndfults@yahoo.com
mailto:webmaster@gatewaymercedesclub.com
mailto:300sl@sbcglobal.net
mailto:patti.siefert@att.net
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BUD'S BENZ JULY 2013 SERVICE 
NEWSLETTER 

Bud's Benz, BMW, Mini Cooper & Smart Car 
Douglasville, GA. 30134 

 
BUYING KEYS ON THE INTERNET... 
 
Not a good idea - WHY?  They don't work, that 
was simple! 
 
Cars made from about 1996 and newer have 
chips made into them that the ignition computer 
recognizes when you insert the key, then the 
car starts.  Keys you buy over the internet, 
whether new or used or a plastic replacement 
case, will not work with your car, they HAVE to 
come from the dealer only. 
 
Secondly, only the owner/s of the car can get a 
key made. You also have to take with you, the 
registration and/or title and your driver's license, 
showing is you. It's not hard to get a key made, 
but you do have to go to the dealer of your 
make of car.  You might want to call ahead to 
get availability and the price of a key for your 
car. 
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St. Louis Gateway Section Member’s Cars 
 

 

 
 

1982 380SL   Owners:  Alan & Audrey Bibby 
 
In ’07 I decided that a 30 year hiatus from roadsters was 
enough and began casually looking at candidates.   
 

A Mercedes wasn’t at the top of the list, but in June of ’08 I 
heard Audrey yell, “There’s your car”.  A black 1982 380SL 
with Palomino interior, for sale in front of a local factory.  
We looked the car over and a gentleman came out with the 
keys.  After an extended test drive, stopping only long 
enough to research values, we talked with the owner, 
learning it had been in his family since new.  He was 
selling it, as he seldom drove it and was tired of servicing it 
every time he did.  A short negotiation and the car and its 
folder of service records were ours.  Oddly, the owner lived 
just 3 miles from us. 
 

 Starting with mainly short trips, minor repairs, new tires, 
and more confidence lead to more and longer trips.  Drives 
to St. Louis, Paducah and Evansville became common.  
The more time spent working on and driving it, the greater 
my awareness of the technology and workmanship.  It 
somehow became a passion.  She’s still a twenty footer 
and will probably stay that way, but it always surprises me 
how much attention this “cheap old car” gets. 
 

We joined MBCA and the St. Louis Gateway Section early 
in 2010, but it was probably a year before we began 
participating in events.  I’ve been amazed at how nice 
everyone has been and look forward to upcoming events.  
As we’re located so far from St Louis, every event involves 
a road trip.  I can’t believe the fun this car has provided… 
Well, enough fun that we also bought an SL500. 
 

 As for what’s next…  I believe it’s time to start planning 
some longer road trips. 

 

 
 

2006 SLK55 AMG  Owners:  Bob & Kay Frank 
 
During Jan-Feb of 2012 we spent time in southern Arizona 
and while enjoying the great weather I started to long for a 
convertible.  I had a 350Z but I didn’t like the looks of the 
convertible version.  I not sure at what point I started looking 
at an SLK55 but by the time we arrived back in St. Louis I 
had the “new car” fever but pretty bad.   
 

For the next month I searched the internet and found a 
couple cars at dealerships, but independent inspections of 
the cars stopped me from buying them.  Then I found a 2006 
with only 19,670 miles listed by a private seller in Memphis, 
TN.  I called the owner and discussed the car with him.  He 
was the second owner and he gave me the website of the 
detailer who looked after the car for him and who had down a 
high-end refresh on the paint when the current owner 
purchased the car in 2010.  The website contained pictures 
of the car which looked great.  After some discussion the 
seller and I agreed on a price and Kay and I drove to 
Memphis.   
 

As we followed the GPS directions and got close to the 
address we were in a “less nice” part of the city and we were 
beginning to wonder of this purchase had been a mistake.  
We turned down the street to the owner’s house and as we 
approached a very modest home we saw the owner standing 
in front of a very large gate which opened and there stood a 
large parking area along with a garage which appeared 
larger than the house.  The owner took us on a tour of his 
heated and air-conditioned four car garage which contained 
a 2012 Shelby Mustang GT, a  2012 Ford F-150 SVT Raptor, 
and Suzuki Hayabusa, GSX1300R, motorcycle.  There was 
also a small bar, an exercise area, and two large flat screen 
TVs.  I always thought that people who bought my used cars 
got a good deal because I’m a “car guy” who looks after his 
vehicles.  This time I bought a car from a real “car guy”.   
 

I have had the car for a little over a year now and I love it.  I 
think it has classy looks and good performance.  The top is 
down more than it is up and overall I am really an SLK guy 
now. The only thing is I put more miles on the car in the last 
year than the previous owner did in three years.    

 



Call us today at 
636.534.2086. 

Take charge of your financial future

Dan Hirsch, RFC®
Financial Advisor

14755 N Outer 40 Rd 
Ste 500 
Chesterfield, MO 63017
636-534-2000
dan.g.hirsch@ampf.com 
www.ameripriseadvisors.com/dan.g.hirsch

Since 1894, Ameriprise Financial has helped millions of 
Americans feel more confident about their financial future. 
As Ameriprise financial advisors, we remain true to our 
vision of always putting clients first. 

Discover the one-to-one attention you deserve, backed by 
the strength of America’s leader in financial planning*

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC. *Ameriprise helped pioneer the financial 
planning process more than 30 years ago. out unique Dream > Plan > Track >® approach is about 
more than just numbers, it’s both science and art. We have more financial planning clients and 
more CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ professionals than any other company in the U.S. based 
on data filed at adviserinfo.sec.gov and documented by the Certified Financial Planning Board of 
Standards, Inc. as of Dec. 31, 2011.© 2012 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Rendering of how the next GLK is likely to appear. 
From: mbworld.org 
 

Mercedes-Benz has been caught testing camouflaged prototypes 
of its second-generation 2016 GLK-Class. The next GLK will be 
based on the all-new C-Class for 2015, which will share more 
components with the E-Class platform, meaning more engine 
variety under the bonnet.  Here is a specific benefit of this cross-
platform sharing: Car and Driver says Mercedes is mulling over 
doing a GLK AMG.  Efficiency fans: never fret – Car and Driver is 
also reporting the GLK250 BlueTEC with its 2.1L biturbo diesel 
will likely live on.  A hybrid version could also debut in the GLK’s 
next life cycle. 
 

Expect Mercedes to unveil the new GLK by Spring 2015 — sales 
should begin later in the same year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



One Mile West of Clarkson on Manchester
636-458-5222    •    www.tristarmercedes.com

At Tri-Star Mercedes we are committed to providing the finest Mercedes-Benz experience in the area.  

For those of you, who have a special affinity to the Mercedes brand, be assured that we share that  

commitment.  To us, it is the only brand and, the only brand we represent.  

We agree that there is only one choice in cars. We hope, you agree there  is only  one choice in dealers.

Yes, Membership does have its Privileges.
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From:  http://www.autoblog.com 
 

We aren't expecting to see the next-generation Mercedes-
Benz C-Class until the 2014 Detroit Auto Show next January. 
In these shots, we can clearly see that the new C-Class will 
take many of its design cues from the larger E- and S-Class 
sedans – something that's especially noticeable with the 
more vertical tail lamps. 
 

When Mercedes-Benz launches the new C-Class next year, 
it will reportedly come with a range of gasoline, diesel and 
hybrid power plants, as well as a couple of different body 
styles (at least sedan and coupe, anyway). Of course, 
Mercedes-Benz will need to reposition the C-Class in its 
lineup, since this small sedan will no longer be the entry point 
to the brand, what with the fresh new CLA-Class hitting our 
market later this year.  Still, there should be a lot to like about 
the upcoming C-Class, and folks from Mercedes-Benz are 
eager to get this thing on the road. In an earlier Automotive 
News report, the company's US CEO, Steve Cannon, 
admitted that, "We were fighting the 3 Series with two arms 
tied behind our back, and now we will change that." 



Curtains Now?
Not A Problem.

Curtains | Shades | Hardware

We have hundreds of
options in curtains and
fabrics. Choose from 
finely crafted ready-made 
curtains in stock, or one 
of our custom styles.

Now featuring the entire line
of Peacock Alley Bedding.

8119 Maryland Ave.
St. Louis, MO 63105
314-863-1112



THE ALTON RIVER ROAD RAMBLE – SATURDAY JULY 20TH 
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A great turnout for the Alton River Ramble Trip              Bob Young sits with Stephen Douglas & Abe Lincoln 

                     

       Ceci Bartels           Resting before heading to The Loading Dock restaurant for lunch        Aleene Young  

 

       Paula Prater                   John Prater, Alan Biby, Melissa Seymour, Audrey Biby                   Barry Seeling  



ROADTRIP TO HISTORIC HANNIBAL & STONECROFT MANOR –AUGUST 10-11TH  
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The Mercedes Club arriving for the tour of the beautifully restored Stonecroft Manor and Carriage House 

  

Harry and Jauneta Hosmer, with Rick Siefert, talked                   Lunch at Stonecroft Manor                      
to the Mercedes group about the history of the Manor   

 

Kenny Ahlers (guest), Jim Holten and Patti Siefert             Luella & Frank Perry, Ron & Dana Faerber, and                      
                                                                                                                                 Ken & Nora Faerber 

                                                                                                                               



ROADTRIP TO HISTORIC HANNIBAL AND STONECROFT MANOR AUGUST 10TH -11TH 
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“Time for Tea” - Debbie & Fred Travis                            Marion Hughes, Mimi Barutio, Dodie Frank, Ed Barutio   
and Russell Hughes relaxing after lunch   

  

                                          Sally Gaan                                                    Mike Gaan and Bob Frank reminiscing about old times 

                              

        Cathie and Jerry Wille                                            A great turnout for our trip to Hannibal and Stonecroft Manor  
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2013 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
MERCEDES-BENZ CLUB OF AMERICA 

ST. LOUIS GATEWAY SECTION 
 

Sunday – January 6th  

New Year Brunch 

Charlie Gitto's Restaurant 
…................ 

Wednesday – February 20th  

Member Appreciation Reception 

Tri-Star Mercedes-Benz 
…................ 

Saturday – March 9th  

Bowling 

Tropicana Lanes in Richmond Heights 
…................ 

Saturday – April 27st   

Defensive Driving Program 

Harvest Bible Church - Chesterfield 
…................ 

Saturday – May 18th 

City Museum & Dinner 
…................ 

Sunday – June 2nd 

St. Louis European Auto Show 
Participate in this wonderful charitable event for the  

St. Louis Shriners Children’s Hospital 

Plaza Frontenac 
…................ 

Saturday – July 20th 

The Alton River Road Ramble  

Alton, IL 
…................ 

Saturday & Sunday  – August 10th & 11th 

Stonecroft Manor Tour & Picnic 

Hannibal, MO 
…................ 

Saturday – September 21st 

Chaumette Winery Tour 

Sainte Genevieve, MO 

…................ 

Sunday – October 6th  

Autos on Valhalla Car Show 

St. Louis Gateway Section Picnic 

Valhalla Cemetery 
…................ 

Sunday – November 3rd 

Columbia Star Dinner Train Excursion 

Columbia, MO 
…................ 

Saturday – December 7th  

Holiday Party, Frontenac Hilton 
…................ 

Sunday January 5th, 2014 

New Year Brunch 

Alton River Road Ramble 
July 20th, 2013 

 

On a very warm Saturday, July 20th, many members of the St. Louis 
Gateway Section gathered at the Alton City Hall for an “Alton River 
Road Ramble”.   For many of us “locals” this was a surprising look at 
the history and architecture of the city of Alton which we hadn’t seen 
before.  The convertible owners put out tops down and everyone left 
from the Alton city hall and headed to the Lincoln-Douglas Square.  
The square commemorates the seventh and last of the debates 
between Abraham Lincoln and Stephen A. Douglas in a campaign for 
one of Illinois' two United States Senate seats on October 16, 1858.  
Next we saw the Elija Lovejoy monument.   Elijah Lovejoy was a 
champion for freedom of the press, freedom of speech, and freedom 
from slavery. He was killed by an Alton pro-slavery mob defending his 
printing press in 1837.  Then we drove through some of Alton’s older 
residential areas which contain some grand old houses.   Next we 
visited a life-size bronze statue of Robert P. Wadlow on the grounds of 
SIUE’s Dental School across the street from the Alton Museum of 
History and Art.   Alton's "Gentle Giant," Robert P. Wadlow, grew to an 
enormous height due to an overactive pituitary gland. At the time of his 
death in 1940 he was 8'-11.1" tall, making him the world’s tallest 
person in history, according to the Guinness Book of Records.  Some 
folks sat in a replica very large chair made especially for Wadlow.  We 
then took the scenic river road along the Mississippi to Grafton for 
lunch at the Loading Dock on the river where we had a special 
reserved area and the added bonus of indoor parking for our cars.   
The weather continued to cooperate with some threating clouds but no 
rain.  Thanks to our hosts, David and Ceci Bartels with a special thanks 
to Mike and Melissa Seymour who planned out the tour of Alton for us.  
It was a great event.   
 

(See event pictures on page 14) 
⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔ 
 

Stonecroft Manor Tour & Picnic 
August 10th & 11th 

 

Saturday morning, August 10th, was a lovely morning for the St. Louis 
Gateway Section to caravan to Hannibal, MO for a great club event.  
With a group of about 40 members, and 16 cars, we arrived at 
Stonecroft Manor which is owned by club members Harry and Jauneta 
Hosmer.  The manor was built in 1872 by J.B. Brown, a mayor of 
Hannibal and classmate of Samuel Clemens.  Stone for the twenty-
inch thick walls was quarried from the property itself and hauled on ox-
cart by former slaves, who had become free men thru the 
Emancipation Proclamation of 1865.  Clara and Carolyn Williams 
purchased the property in 1954.  They were the fifth owners of the land 
since the Federal Land Grant signed by President John Quincy Adams 
in 1828.  The manor was purchased by the Hosmers in 2007.  At that 
time it was overgrown with vegetation and in need of much work.  The 
Hosmers have subsequently done an extensive restoration of the 
building and grounds.   Harry and Jauneta talked about the history of 
the manor and the people who lived there.  Then club members were 
invited to wander through the house to see such rooms as the 
Abraham Lincoln and Mark Twain bedrooms.  We were then treated to 
a very delicious catered lunch in the Manor.  
 

(Continued on Page 18) 
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CARS AND PARTS FOR SALE 
 

450SL, 1976, Astral Silver w/ red interior.  72,500 miles.  Hardtop 
with rolling stand, original soft top in A-1 condition.  This gem is 
original and has been properly maintained by Legend and 
Machens Mercedes-Benz in Columbia, MO.  It is ready to drive 
anywhere/any place at your leisure.  Yours for $15,500. Michael 
Koch at cedarcrestvineyards@gmail.com or 573.230.6497. 
 

Bosch right side European model headlight assembly 
(including turn signal housing) for W126 models (from a 1985 
280SE) 0302 050 007/8 $90.  Also, Bosch left side European 
model headlight assembly (including turn signal housing) for 
W123 models (from a 1984 300D). 0302 653 002 (123-820-93-
61) $80. Bob Nauss, robert_nauss@umsl.edu or 
314.954.2879. 
 

S500 Sedan, 2001, Black with black interior, Excellent Condition 
! Well-maintained, 100% serviced at Plaza Motors - $15,990 
OBO, Darryl Ross, daross44@yahoo.com, 314.477.7678 or 
314.727.6149. 
 

Mercedes Winter Wheel Snow Tire package for SLK (R172, 
Model year 2012+), set of 4, like new condition with only 5343 
miles of wear; Titanium Silver Finish, 10 Spoke, Wheel size 18” 
7.5ET42, Michelin Primacy Alpin 225/45R17; 
http://www.mbwheelandtire.com/wheel-and-tire/all-vehicles; 
asking $750. Joe Pierro, 314.258.0985 or 
jopiuk@sbcglobal.net. 
 

SL550 (R230) Car Cover and Storage Bag, new in box, never 
opened, Part number: B Q 6 60 0068; asking $100. Joe Pierro, 
314.258.0985 or jopiuk@sbcglobal.net. 
 

Set of four Elbrus Wheel (Tire Rack) and Bridgestone 
(225/40/18) Blizzak winter tires from 2009 C63. Like new 
condition, 5.5K miles on tires, $400 for set of four,   Joe Pierro, 
314.258.0985 or jopiuk@sbcglobal.net. 
 

FOR SALE !  Outstanding Opportunity – Debt Free Company.  
LUXURY CAR SERVICE CENTER, 8865 Hazelwood Tech 
Court, Hazelwood, MO 63042.  Certified – Factory Trained 
Mercedes-Benz Repair Facility.  The owners are relocating and 
would like to pass this great opportunity along to the right person.  
Established business, Great reputation, Strong branding, 
Unlimited potential, Strong vendor relationships, Diverse 
Expansive Clientele of over 500, Central location to major 
highways.  Sale includes Mercedes-Benz Test Equipment, New 
Rotary Lifts, Expandable Turn-Key Mercedes Facility, and so 
much more….. For more information, please e-mail or call:  
info@luxurycsc.com or 314.522.9200. 
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FREE CLASSIFIED ADS TO 
ST. LOUIS GATEWAY SECTION MEMBERS 

 

ADS WILL RUN FOR (2) CONSECUTIVE NEWSLETTERS. 
TO RE-RUN, ADS MUST BE RESUBMITTED. 

 

If you would like to place an advertisement, please mail or e-
mail it by the 15th of the month to: 

 

Rick Siefert 
siefertrf@bv.com 

367 West Manor Drive 
Chesterfield, Missouri 63017 

  
 
 

COMING SOON !  380SL, 1983, Light blue metallic w/dark blue 
interior and soft top.  ONLY 5,xxx documented miles !  Includes 
hardtop.  Original family owned - runs and looks beautiful !  For 
photos and further details contact Mark Sherman at 
314.920.2804. 
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Stonecroft Manor Tour & Picnic  (cont. from Page 17) 
 

Our group then travelled to the Rockcliffe Mansion located 
above downtown Hannibal.   This house was completed in 
1900 by lumber baron, John J. Cruikshank, Jr., who wanted a 
house to richly display the finest woods and furnishings money 
could buy, yet one that would emanate warmth and a feeling of 
quiet dignity.   In 1900, after two years of construction, his 
dream became a reality as he and his family moved into the 
Mansion and resided there until his death in 1924.  In its day, 
Rockcliffe hosted such luminaries as Samuel Clemens (Mark 
Twain), who entertained hundreds of Hannibal Society from the 
Mansion's Grand Staircase during a reception in 1902.  After 
Mr. Cruikshank’s passing, the Mansion was vacated and 
remained unoccupied for 43 years.  It was then purchased by 
three local families who saved it from destruction and began a 
restoration as a museum.  It is currently owned by a Cuban-
American who is continuing the restoration and has also 
opened some of the rooms as a bed-and-breakfast.  We were 
treated to a guided tour of the three-story house, which 
included many stories about the details of the house. 
 

Next, we traveled a short distance to our hotel for a little 
relaxation before a Happy Hour in the hotel meeting area.  
Wine, cheese, and crackers were served along with Mercedes 
talk and other discussions.  
   

Then it was off to Lula Belle’s for dinner.  This establishment 
has a long and somewhat infamous history. Built in 1917 by an 
enterprising madam from Chicago named Sarah Smith, it was 
the only bordello specifically designed and constructed for its 
intended purpose. Prostitution, gambling, & intemperance were 
all in fashion during the 20’s and 30’s, and Sarah’s business 
flourished.  The girls were reputed to have been highly 
respected citizens; purchasing quality goods, paying their bills 
on time, and using discretion with their clientele.   In the early 
50’s, the brothel came under heavy attack by local ministers 
intent on closing it.  Frequent police raids resulted in the 
facility’s closing in the late 50’s.  This historic establishment and 
jewel of Hannibal is now owned by Mike and Pam Ginsberg 
who operate a top notch Restaurant and a Bed & Breakfast out 
of the building.  The food and conversation was great and we 
all had a wonderful time.  The evening concluded with a 
Hannibal, Samuel Clemens, Mark Twain, and Tom Sawyer 
game with prizes. 
 

On Sunday morning many of us met for breakfast before 
departing, again in great weather, back to our homes.   Our 
thanks to Rick and Patti Siefert for organizing and hosting this 
truly memorable event !   
(See event pictures on pages 15 & 16) 

 

mailto:cedarcrestvineyards@gmail.com
mailto:robert_nauss@umsl.edu
mailto:robert_nauss@umsl.edu
mailto:daross44@yahoo.com
http://www.mbwheelandtire.com/wheel-and-tire/all-vehicles
mailto:jopiuk@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jopiuk@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jopiuk@sbcglobal.net
mailto:info@luxurycsc.com
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PLEASE WELCOME OUR NEW 

MEMBERS 
 

Please help our membership grow.  Member referrals 
are the best way to recruit new members.  And, for 
each referral, you, as an existing MBCA member, will 
receive a FREE month of club membership, simply 
added on to your current membership period. 
 
To the many of you who referred your family, friends, 
neighbors, and business associates to become a part 
of our Club, thank you so much for contributing to the 
success of the St. Louis Gateway Section.  
 
Since the last publication of the Gateway News we are 
proud to announce and WELCOME the following new 
members: 
 
 

James Goodman 
Sean Mullins 

Michael Froncheck 
Barry and Nicolette Seelig 

Aaron and Jennie Hible 
Jim Rogers 

 
 

Welcome to the St. Louis Gateway Section of the 
Mercedes-Benz Club of America. We have nearly 250 
members within a 200-mile radius of St. Louis & invite 
you to join us at our Events. 
 

The success of our Club depends on the participation 
of the members to our scheduled activities.  Thank you 
for joining. We look forward to seeing you at our next 
event. 
 

The St. Louis Gateway Section Officers & Board 
Members  
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St. Louis Gateway Section on facebook 

 
 

 
 

Mercedes Benz Club St. Louis Gateway Section 
 

We want to make sure that all section members 
know that your section has a facebook page!!  Log 
on and Like Us.  
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MBCA Membership Form 
 

Please print clearly 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
Full name 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
Associate member (spouse or dependent) 
 
_________________________________________________________   
Address 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
City                                 State                        Zip 
 
(_____)________________(_____)_____________________ 
Home Phone                          Business Phone 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
Occupation                            E-mail address 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
Mercedes-Benz cars now owned (Model/Year) 
 
 
[] New Member  [] Renewing Member  (check one) 
 
If renewing, Member Number__________________________ 
 
 
Interests[] Driving Events    []Car Shows 
 [] Social Events      []Car Care 
[] Technical            []The Star 
 
Please enroll me as a MBCA Member for: 
 

[] 1 Year  ($49)    [] 2 Years ($95)    [] 3 Years ($139) 
 
Make check payable to MBCA; Visa, MasterCard, 
Discover and American Express also accepted.If using a 
credit card, please complete the following 
 
[] Visa         [] MasterCard 
[] Discover  [] American Express    _______________ 
Expiration Date 
 
__________________________________________________________ 
Account Number 

 
__________________________________________________________
_ 
Applicant’s Signature 
 
St. Louis GatewaySection____________________ 
Applicants Section Preference    Sponsor’s Member # 
 

Annual membership dues include six issues of The Star. 
 

Phone:   800/637-2360 8 AM to 5 PM M-F (Mountain) 
 

Mail:     MBCA, 1907 Lelaray St., Colorado Springs,  
              CO. 80909 
 

Web:     www.mbca.org   
 



 
ST. LOUIS GATEWAY SECTION 
17500 GARDEN RIDGE CIRCLE 
WILDWOOD, MISSOURI 63038 
 
 
 

 
 

Chaumette Vineyards & Winery 
Ste. Genevieve, MO 

Saturday, September 21st 
 

St. Louis Gateway Section Annual Picnic 
and Autos of Valhalla Car Show 

Valhalla Cemetery, St. Louis, MO  

Sunday, October 6th 
 

Columbia Star Dinner Train 
Columbia, MO 

Sunday, November 3rd 

 
 
 
 

 


