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The Historic Eastern Shore
Last Call! June 26!

ummer on the Chesapeake is one of the special pleasures we
have here in the Greater Washington Section. And for 2004's
Summer Dine and Drive event members will get to

experience that first hand with a pleasurable time driving and
dinning on Maryland's Eastern Shore. 
      To entertain us on a June Day there will be a rally driving
event. Not to worry... this is not a timed event and there will be
no tests, but, rather, an opportunity to find out more about this
very historic area of Maryland's Eastern Shore. GWS members
who live on the Eastern Shore are putting together an interesting
and informative drive for you to test out your directional skills (or
that of your satellite navigation systems) through Talbot,
Dorchester, Caroline, and Queen Annes counties. 
      To top off the day, dinner will be served at the Robert Morris
Inn – which is included in the Select Registry of Distinguished
Inns of North America. The Robert Morris Inn is on the scenic
Tred Avon River in Oxford Maryland and was built in the early
18th Century by ship's carpenters. 
      It became a residence for Robert Morris, the father of the financier of the American Revolution.
The Inn is known for its quaint lodging and the finest crab cakes on the Eastern Shore. And speaking
of dinner, you will have your choice of prime rib, crab cakes, or fresh fish as your main course. A cash
bar will be available. 
      See: <www.robertmorrisinn.com> 
      For those wanting to make a weekend out of the trip, contact the Robert Morris Inn directly at
410-226-5111 to reserve your room. A two-night stay is required if staying over, so come Friday or stay
over on Sunday and give yourself a mini-vacation. The Inn has several different lodging options, all
with private baths, from simple rooms with a double bed to the Sandaway Suite. Per night prices range
from $130 to $350. Mention that you are with the Mercedes-Benz Club and you will get a discount on
one night's lodging. And, any stay at the Robert Morris Inn includes the "Oxford Experience" as a part
of the package – be it a stroll down lover's lane, a walk along the strand, or just the sunsets, sailboats,
and shops. 
      The town of Oxford is charming. Originally a seaport for the British, once the American
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Revolution came about, other east coast cities became the hub of commerce. Now it is a boating
paradise with the Tred Avon River and the Bay close at hand. Just note that a 25 mph speed limit is
strictly enforced! 
      Driver's information packets will be handed out prior to the day's activities. Cost for this event is
$48 per person for dinner with the choice of prime rib, crab cakes, or fresh fish. 
      Please fill out the form in the centerfold and mail it to Bill Hopper. If you have questions, contact
Bill at 202-363-4189 or email him at wwhrestoration@att.net.

Deutsche Marque
Saturday, July 17, 2004 - TPC at Avenel – Potomac, MD

t's show time! Again! And that means we are now in the season to show off our old and new
"classic" Benzes. To regular Concours participants, that means it's time to pull off that car cover,
clean, wax, Q-tip, and bring your garage queen(s) out! To our newcomers, clean your "baby" up,

come out and enjoy the good weather (that has been ordered), the wonderful sights of Deutsche
Marque vehicles, and, most importantly, meet other car enthusiasts in our club. 
      Following the Deutsche Marque Concours tradition, this will be a "top only" Concours that is
cosponsored with our fellow Deutsche Marque car clubs – the Potomac Region of the Porsche Club of
America (PCA), the National Capital Chapter of the BMW Car Club of America (BMWCCA), and, for
the first time, the Potomac-Chesapeake Chapter of the Audi Club of North America (ACNA). 
      A Concours is a clean-car contest and car show. Vehicles are judged by their condition, appearance,
and cleanliness. This event will offer two classes; Show (judged) and Display (a people's choice vote).
In the strictest sense it is not really a "Show" class as it is a "top-only" event. "Top-only" is where the
exterior, interior (including engine bay), and luggage compartment are judged. The undercarriage is not.
The Display class is one where the general public votes to determine the winner or winners. 
      Depending on participation, the Show class will be separated into several groups based on our
national rules. 
     

Event Schedule:
8:30AM Grounds open to show participants for placement onto the field.
9:00AM General admission to the public begins.
10:30AM Judging begins. Cars not in place and on the field by 11:00am will not be allowed

to show.
3:00pm Scores are tallied.
3:30pm Wine and Cheese Reception

All Awards for all clubs will be presented at the Wine and Cheese Reception. 
      This will be our first time at Avenel. Avenel staff will have coffee, breakfast snacks, lunch, and
beverages for sale during the day. 
      The entry fee is $30 per car. Registration includes one Wine and Cheese Reception ticket. 
      Additional Wine and Cheese Reception tickets are available at $10 each. There is no charge to
attend the Concours as a spectator. See the form in the centerfold. 
      Please note: This Concours is an all day event. If you enter a car, please be prepared to stay
through the awards presentation. If your vehicle places in its class and you and the vehicle have
departed, the award will be given to the next runner-up. Additionally, please be mindful that cars not
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registered for the Concours should not be parked in the show field. 
     

Directions

From Baltimore:

Take 95 South to 495 West toward Silver Spring. Follow 495 toward Northern Virginia. Exit 495 at
River Road, Exit 39, toward Potomac (West). Take River Road to Bradley Boulevard (3rd traffic light)
and turn left. Continue straight through first 4-way stop for about mile (Bradley becomes Oaklyn
Drive). Turn left at 10000 Oaklyn Drive. The clubhouse driveway is marked with two stone pillars (one
reads 10000 Oaklyn Drive, the other TPC Avenel). Follow the driveway all the way back to the
clubhouse parking.

From Frederick:

Take 270 South to 495 toward Northern Virginia. Take 495 to River Road, Exit 39, toward Potomac
(West). From there, see above.

From Virginia:

Cross over the American Legion Bridge (Potomac River) via 495 North into Maryland. Exit 495 at
River Road, Exit 39, toward Potomac (West). From there, see above.

From Washington, DC

Take Mass Avenue toward Maryland until it ends at Goldsboro Road. Turn right onto Goldsboro.
Turn left onto River Road (1st traffic light). Take River Road to Bradley Boulevard (3rd traffic light)
and turn left. From there, see above.

DIY Tech Session at ASC
July 19, 2004

merican Service Center in Arlington has invited us to
join them for a Do-It-Yourself Tech Session on July 10.
For those of you unfamiliar with this event, it is the

highlight of the tech calendar. It is a fantastic opportunity to
work on your Mercedes (on a lift), consult with a dozen or so expert Mercedes technicians, and enjoy
the company of the ASC staff and your fellow club members. If you just want to polish the underside
of your car before the Deutsche Marque, that's okay, too. We will also be able provide vehicle tech
inspections for StarFest and the Summit Point Drivers' Ed events. 
      Your Tech Chair will begin on-site check-in at 7:00 AM. ASC will open the parts department and
service bay doors at 8:00 am. Early birds will enjoy snacks, and lunch will be available for all at midday.
Toolboxes will be closed and stowed by 3:00 PM. Please remember to order the parts for the work you
have planned in advance from ASC at 703-525-2100 to ensure that the parts are on hand. 
      Just for a refresher, a few ground rules. Members are expected to perform the work themselves
using their own tools, hence the name "do-it-yourself." The ASC techs will be available to provide
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advice and pointers, but not to do the work for you. Lift time will be allotted based on the total
attendance, but you should plan to complete your work within two hours. If you are planning to do
work beyond a fluid change or minor maintenance, please advise the Tech Chair when you register.
The ASC shop foreman will have the final decision on the jobs that can be performed – just to be sure
that everyone can drive home at the end of the event. Members who bring more than one car can
expect the extras to be at the end of the line. 
      Please fill out the registration form in the centerfold and mail it immediately. The event charge will
be $15 per person, but there is no charge for pre-event inspections. If you have questions, please
contact Steve Walters at gwsTech@earthlink.net, or 703-765-9405.

It's Summit Point Time!

ant to have some real fun this summer? Why not plan on coming to
our two-day performance driving school at Summit Point Raceway on
August 7 and 8. If you can't make two days, then join us for one day. 

      The Point is a two-mile long track with a half mile straight and ten turns.
It's a safe and fun track to drive with lots of runoff room. For a good look at
what it's like doing a hot lap, look up the Summit Point page on the Internet
at: www.summitpoint-raceway.com. 
      Are you a novice with no previous track or performance driving
experience? No problem! Trained instructors will be on hand both days to
teach you about handling, turn-in points and proper turning, braking, apexes,
track-out points, and more. These are all lessons and techniques that will make you a better driver on
the street. 
      You'll love the track and the instructors. And, no one, absolutely no one, will force you to drive
any faster than your comfort zone allows. We want you to progress at your own pace. 
      Don't want to drive the new Benz? Or the old one? You can drive any car you wish, as long as it
has $100,000 liability coverage and passes the mandatory tech inspection. Convertibles require a roll
bar or a hard top. 
      There will be a free car inspection all for Mercedes-Benz cars at the American Service Center DIY
Tech Session that will be held on July 10. You can find out more about this event on page 8. 
      You must bring the signed or stamped safety inspection sheet to the event! 
      The pre-event car safety inspection sheet can be downloaded on the club's web site, as can the
registration form if you prefer not to use the one in this newsletter. 
      Rates for the event are only $340 for both days or $185 for one day. Summit Point's own track
days (Friday At The Track) are $195, so you save $10 for one day and $50 for two days! 
      Optional hotel arrangements have been made with the Shoney's Inn in Winchester for Friday and
Saturday at a special club rate of $50, plus tax. The rooms will be held until August 1. Call them at 540-
665-1700 and tell them you're with the Mercedes-Benz Club. Shoney's is only 15 minutes from the
track. 
      Listen! This stuff is good for your soul and will help eliminate the stress in your life. You won't
know what fun is until you get off the *#%ø Beltway and try performance driving. Plan now on
joining us! If you have any questions, please call Tom Newman at 703-266-2959.

Calendar of Events
Greater Washington Section Events

http://www.summitpoint-raceway.com/
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June 26-27 Drive and Dine Weekend
Eastern Shore, Maryland
Contact: Bill Hopper
Call: 202-363-4189

July 10 DIY Tech Session and
Drivers Ed Inspections
American Service Center
Contact: Steve Walters
Call: 703-765-9405

July 17-18 Deutsche Marque Concours
With Porsche, BMW, Audi
Avenel TPC, Potomac, MD
Event: July 17
Rain date: July 18
Contact: Mark Elie
Call: 703-858-0650

July 25 Autocross #4
Winchester, Virginia
Contact: Tom Newman
Call: 703-266-2959

August 7-8 Drivers' Education Event
Summit Point Raceway
Summit Point, West Virginia
Contact: Tom Newman
Call: 703-266-2959

August 15 Autocross #5
WSSC Lot, Maryland
Contact: Tom Newman
Call: 703-266-2959

August 22 Mid-Atlantic Concours
and Annual Picnic
Potomac, Maryland
(Rain Date – August 29)
More later!

September 12 Autocross #6
October 3 Autocross #7
October 9 VPC Tour

Belcamp, Maryland
Contact: Harry Newman
Call: 540-869-4274

November 7 Autocross #8
November 13 Junk Yard Tour

Brandywine Foreign Car Parts
Contact: Steve Walters
Call: 703-765-9405

Regional and National Events

July 31 to
August 4

StarFest 2004
Mansfield, Ohio
http://www.starfest2004.org
Or see The Star for more info

A European Delivery Story
Part 3 (See Part 1 and Part 2)

inally! All that's left is waiting – that and little details like what to pack, plug adapters so we can
charge the batteries in our camera, laptop, etc. 

What's important:

Delivery center operating hours – The center is open from 8:00AM to 4:00PM Monday through

http://gws-mbca.org/mts/archive/issues/mts200404.html#A5
http://gws-mbca.org/mts/archive/issues/mts200405.html#A4
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Friday. It is closed on weekends and German holidays.
Navigation – Leave a credit card impression and borrow a DVD from the delivery center. You'll
get a prepaid mailer to return the disk – use it before you leave Europe.
Factory tour – English language tours start at 8:30 and 9:45AM, and 12:15 and 1:50PM. The tour
takes 90 minutes.
Temporary registration – Make sure it's valid for the duration of your trip.
Required equipment – Every car operated on the roads in Germany must have a warning
triangle, first aid kit, and country sticker. The country sticker must be clearly visible from the
rear of the vehicle.
Certificate of Origin – You must have this document to title and register a car in the US.
Drop-off – Make your arrangements before you start your driving tour. When you drop your car
off for shipping, remember to remove all personal items; don't forget CDs in the changer and
your navigation DVD.
Driving in Germany/Europe – It's a very different environment. See below for web sites with
information on road signs and rules of the road.
Insurance for your new car – Add it to your regular automobile policy effective the day you drop
it off for shipping.

The European Delivery Program includes a 15-day full coverage road insurance policy, temporary
registration, and German export license plates. The temporary registration expires when the insurance
coverage ends; this date cannot be extended. If you plan to stay longer than 15 days, refer to the
Mercedes-Benz USA web site (www.mbusa.com) or call 1-800-FOR-MERCEDES for information on
extending insurance coverage and your temporary registration. Do this at least two weeks before you're
scheduled to travel. 
      On a busy day, the center may deliver several hundred cars. It's important to arrive in time to have
your car delivered by 4:00PM. During peak travel times, it's best to arrive between 8:00 and 9:30AM.
Not sure when to arrive? Call ahead and ask (don't forget the time difference): 011-49-7031-90-81085
from the U.S., and 0-7031-90-81085 from within Germany. 
      Our delivery is scheduled for July 2, so we plan to arrive promptly at 8:00AM. We hope to take the
8:30 AM factory tour and have our car delivered soon after the tour ends. A factory representative will
demonstrate our car's controls and give us a chance to get comfortable with the car's features so we
can focus on enjoying scenery as we drive around Germany. During the delivery process, the factory
representative will check our passports and present the Certificate of Origin for our new Mercedes. 
      We'll need our Certificate of Origin to title and register our car when we return to the U.S. Since
it's virtually impossible to get a replacement, we definitely don't want to misplace this document. If
there's a chance we might lose our certificate (or have it stolen) we'll use DHL, UPS, or FedEx and
send it to an address where someone we trust will be available to sign for it. 
      We've been told the delivery center gift shop sells items not available elsewhere. So, before we hit
the road we plan to do a little shopping. We'll also visit one of the delivery center's restaurants to take
advantage of our 65 Euros meal voucher. 
      The E. H. Harms office in Sindelfingen is a five-minute drive from the delivery center. We'll head
there first to arrange our drop-off. After that's done, we plan to visit both the Mercedes-Benz Museum
and Classic Center. Then it's off to Munich and other stops on our Black Forest-Alps Rally. 
      Driving in Germany (and elsewhere in Europe) is very different. Very different. See the following
web sites for more information: a good comparison between U.S. and German driving conditions and
practices, common European road signs, tips on Autobahn driving, the US Army's detailed study guide
on German traffic laws. 

http://home.att.net/~texhwyman3/us_euro/us-ger.html
http://www.aer-net.co.uk/edr/infsignsnf.htm
http://home.att.net/~texhwyman/autobahn.htm
http://rmv.hqusareur.army.mil/drivrman/190-34.htm
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Paul Vandenberg, GWS Webmeister

      Myth: there's no speed limit on the Autobahn. Reality: many areas have recommended maximum
speeds, and some areas have enforced speed limits. Exceed the posted speed in these areas and it's
likely a radar camera will take your picture. A ticket and fine are sure to follow. German police drive
green and white cars, and strictly enforce traffic laws – you've been warned! 
      Distances are expressed in kilometers, and speeds in kilometers per hour. Two approximate
conversion rules:

Miles per hour x 1.6 = kilometers per hour (e.g. 50mph x 1.6 = 80kph).
Kilometers per hour x 6 = miles per hour/10 (e.g. 80kph x 6 = 480/10, or 48mph).
Here's a handy conversion chart.

The European Delivery price includes marine insurance, pre/post shipment processing, and
transportation from the drop-off point to the selling dealer. Normal shipping time to an East Coast
port is four to six weeks (six to eight weeks for the West Coast). Some drop-off points can add a week
or two to the shipping time. 
      Consider removing the warning triangle and first aid kit – these items will almost certainly
disappear by the time a car reaches the stateside dealer. Since warning triangles are nearly impossible to
come by in the US, we plan to take the one from our car with us. 
      Next: There and Back Again, with photos. 

pylon alley by Tom Newman 
Autocross #2 

utocross #2 proved to be an amazing day of driving. Special thanks goes to Harry
Newman for securing the new lot at Millbrook High School in Winchester,
Virginia. Way to go Dad! 

      With the blessing of the safety stewards, the first cars were off! Bill Stewart once again captured the
16V class for the Mercedes. As an interesting side note, if he were scored against the non-Benz cars, he
would have taken the overall win for those classes too. 
      Bruce Roth regained his title of top AMG car by thrashing his nearest competitor by nearly 2 full
seconds and earning the fastest Benz time of the day. This season definitely has all the makings of a
seesaw battle with the AMG cars. 
      In the vintage class, Klaus Hirtes tightened his grip on first place by taking his second win of the
season over Steve Walters. Klaus has him out of the gate, but it is a long season. The better half of the
Hirtes racing team, Deborah, held on to take the ladies vintage class honors with an impressive 54.205
second run. However, Steve's better half, Janet, is nipping at her heels only 2 tenths of a second
behind. 
      In the 190 class, Jim Smith drove all the way from Williamsburg to knock over cones. Even still, he
managed to secure first place over Jim Lozoskie in "FrankenBenz". 
      Denise Dersin captured her first overall win early in the season piloting the CLK, errr…SLK?
Methinks that since Denise roundly defeated Ted Joseph that the pair should in fact look into getting
rid of the CLK. Smaller trunk means that Ted can't fit enough concrete in it to slow Denise down. 
      For the non-Benz classes, let me start by saying *@*^%#$@! Matt Yip bested your Driving

http://gws-mbca.org/mts/archive/ax/ax04-2.html
http://www.aer-net.co.uk/edr/kph.htm
http://gws-mbca.org/mts/archive/issues/mts200409.html#A12
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Events Chair by 4 tenths of a second…in his own car! Congratulations to Matt on his first overall
victory. Matt was overheard saying to Tom "when you can snatch the pea from my hand Grasshopper,
perhaps you will be ready." 
      Bob Robinson has come a long way in his Chevy Corvette. Bob missed a top ten finish by a scant 2
tenths of a second. 
      I'm sure the bylaws have something about prohibiting roller skates at driving events, but that's kind
of difficult when the fastest time of the day goes to a Honda CRX. Ian Baker piloted the little car to an
incredible 46.2 second run. 
      Newcomer Elisa Baker captured the ladies overall victory in her highly modified Subaru WRX. I
think the car was yellow. The index time between Elisa and Barrie Gochman was 4 one hundredths of
a second. Barrie, next time… don't blink.

12 Hours at the Point

he race to the checkered flag for the 2004 edition of the 12 Hours at the Point began Saturday,
June 5, at 12:01PM under persistent rain conditions. The RC Imports Mercedes-Benz 190E 2.3-
16Valve qualified number 40 on the grid out of 51 cars. 

      RC Imports, an independent Mercedes shop, is owned and operated by Rick and Cindi Ellinger
who both began their competition driving with the Greater Washington Section at our local
autocrosses. 
      Competing in all five previous 12 Hours, the team's record included finishing second overall in
1999, second and third overall in 2000, fifth overall in 2001, and fourth overall in 2003. 
      Despite these very respectable finishes for a "luxury sedan," the overall win had been within reach,
as three past finishes were within five laps of the overall winner after 400-plus laps. The last four
winners of the 12 Hours at the Point have come from the Improved Touring Endurance (ITE) class,
so the only way to do well in the ITE class is to do well overall. 
      Following the 2003 season after taking a hard look at the overall condition of the team's two
primary race cars, Rick Ellinger, the team owner/car builder/driver had made the difficult decision to
retire both the #85 and #86 Mercedes 190E 16Vs. 
      The team's first accomplishment for the race was completing the car in time for the event. When
the all-new #81 RC Imports 190E 16V left the shop for the track at 3:00AM on Friday, it had only
been driven to the alignment machine, and then into Rob Coch's trailer. The initial lap at the Friday
practice session would be the car's first real drive. 
      Friday's first practice session found significant teething problems. The new car did not complete
it's first track lap. Soon after being towed back to the paddock, the problems were addressed, and the
team got back on the track for qualifying. 
      With so much time lost for repairs, only two qualifying laps were completed, resulting in the poor
starting position. During night practice, with the car running much better, at least one driver felt that
the clutch might be slipping a little. So, at 11:00PM the decision was to replace it. By 1:00AM the car
was once again ready. 
      The original forecast for the race was for a sunny day. Late Friday into Saturday morning it rained
and it was not expected to clear up until late Saturday. Yet another last minute decision was made. The
team would put the "old" suspension from the ºnow retired #85 onto the #81 because it was softer
and would make the car easier to drive in wet conditions. By 11:00AM, the car was (for the third time)
ready to go racing. 
      Cindi Ellinger took the green flag and moved the car up from 40th to 19th overall and 4th in class,
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Rob Coch assisted by Bill Lear

while keeping clear of all of the other traffic. This was no small feat as visibility, when in traffic, was
somewhere between bad and "where did that car go?" 
      After an hour and 45 minutes, next to get in the car was Rick Ellinger, who moved the #81 up to
4th overall at the end of 4 hours. Rick's drive was an entertaining performance in the art of car control!
Rick handed the car off to Patrick Skees who went into the lead by hour six. The drivers then had to
change their approach from driving "to get into the lead" to driving so you "don't make a mistake and
give away the lead." 
      During hours seven and eight the RC Imports team kept position near the front, running second as
pit stops and driver changes alternated with the other front-runners. At hour nine Rick pushed the
advantage to keep hold on the lead with one pit stop and driver change yet to go at hour ten. 
      Intermittent rain forced the drivers to push the car and tires right to the limit with the second place
#77 Porsche 911 gaining ground as the track dried out. As the last laps of the race were taking place no
one on the team was sure if we still had the lead. In those final minutes, each time the Porsche or the
Mercedes went by most of the people standing along the front wall leaned out to see if that car was
given the checkered flag. 
      Finally, on lap 393 under a clearing midnight sky, when the #81 RC Imports Mercedes-Benz drove
past the start-finish line, the checkered flag was shown. First in Class, First Overall! The overall win
was by less than one lap (1 minute 12.533 seconds). 
      The #81 car, which had only been driven for the first time some 29 hours earlier, had earned its
place in the RC Imports livery. Among the crew and drivers and many of our fellow participants there
were high-fives, hugs and a few tears. 
      The final standings were unsuccessfully protested by the second place Porsche 996, but because a
protest was pending the trophies were not given out until nearly three am. A special thanks goes out to
those who stayed until the bittersweet end. 
      The drivers would like to thank the entire crew, because without them and the decisions they made
it would not have been a success. Bill Lear and Dave Irvin (co-crew chiefs); Pat Barthlow (Potomac
German Auto); Ryan Sanders, Eric Stieve, and Ramsey Khoury (mechanics and tire changers); Michael
Wetter and Alex Stainburn (fuelers); Robert Coch (towing and pit worker); and, Chuck Cave (cook). 

China Might Build Mercedes

aimlerChrysler has received an important approval from the Chinese government for plans to
build Mercedes C- and E-class cars at a new factory in Beijing with Chinese partner BAIC Ltd.
The green light for the project is a fundamental step in the approvals process for the Beijing plant,

the company said. 
      The Beijing plant would have an initial production capacity of 25,000 vehicles, which would be
built from kits shipped by Mercedes-Benz in Germany. The plant is part of a 1 billion euro ($1.2
billion) framework cooperation agreement signed last fall with BAIC, which also includes the
relocation of the company's Beijing Jeep plant and expanding joint truck production for the Chinese
market. 
      The statement didn't say when production would begin but said the signing meant the start of
production was "now within reach."

High Gear
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John Kuhn Bleimaier

t was a rainy Saturday in June. Sure, there was lots of tractor work to be done in the fields at
Falkenhorst, but in the rain? Think again. Mowing the native grasses in the fallow fields when they
are wet puts tremendous stress on my brush hog. Running my four thousand pound Long 360 over

saturated open ground runs the risk of sinking my knobby ag tires up to the hubs in mud, leaving ruts
half way to China. Ah, the quiet patter of rain drops on the overhanging eves. An excuse to stay in bed,
prop up the pillows and catch up on my car magazine reading. 
      Within arms length of my bed were lying the current issues of MBCA's six-time-a-year publication,
The Star, and the PCA monthly, Porsche Panorama. Time to indulge in some vicarious car activity. I
figuratively pulled on my driving gloves and followed along with Pano's article about test-driving the
newest Boxster S on the California back roads. I know the area where the test driver put the new
roadster through its paces. I really could visualize hanging the tail out on a down hill sweeper with
California poppies on one side of the tarmac and eternity on the other. Zoom! 
      Next I gobbled up the article in the MBCA rag about the new 350SLK which was just introduced
to the world press at a special preview on the island of Majorca. Another familiar venue as I've sailed
the Balearics with my cousin back in '97. I'll never forget the sensation back then as we put every sheet
of canvas to a stiff wind off Cabo di Formentor. 
      The roads on this Spanish isle are also a delight. I enviously followed along as the new starship was
driven hard in the road test report. Six speed manual transmission; torquey four valve per cylinder
engine; low profile rubber to the pavement; wind in the hair. 
      When I put the numbers side by side it dawned on me. Mercedes has produced the better
automobile. It comes as no surprise to me that the world's best sporting vehicle would come from
Stuttgart. I've been driving behind the silver star since I took my first official learner's permit spin in
1967. Been driving Zuffenhausen designs since 1973. In the old days there was a world of difference
between the Mercedes and the Porsche approaches to automotive design. Compare a 190SL and a 356;
a 300SL and a 550 Spyder. Outstanding sports cars, but completely different. Front engine, rear engine;
water cooled, air cooled. And that only scratches the surface. However, over time there has been a
convergence. Sports cars have become more civilized. 
      Creature comforts have become standardized. Advances in engine management electronics,
suspension design and in tire technology have brought the end products of the assembly lines at
Sindelfingen and Zuffenhausen head to head. SLK 350 vs Boxster S. This time around the Mercedes
noses out the Porsche. The SLK is more powerful and faster. The SLK has perfectly neutral handling.
The steel retracting roof has it over a ragtop hands down. And now the clincher. The SLK's sticker
price is more than ten grand lower. Case closed. 
      The prices on new Porsches are perfectly reasonable. On the other hand, for the last few years
Mercedes has offered us some real bargains. Their profit margins on certain models have got to be
minuscule. If I held stock in DaimlerChrysler I'd be incensed. But I'm a customer not a shareholder.
Nuff said. 
      So why would anyone buy a new Boxster S instead of a new SLK? Could it be because the Porsche
Club's award winning magazine comes out twice as often as The Star? Naw! You can take your savings
on the SLK and join the Sports Car Club of America while subscribing to Road & Track to piggyback
with your MBCA membership. Besides, someday surely The Star will grow up to be a monthly. 

Replacing Engine Coolant
By Bill Shaw and Tom Adsit
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eeping the radiator's coolant topped off, using the correct type of coolant ("regular" or extended
life), knowing the proper ratio of coolant water for your application, and regularly changing the
engine coolant will significantly help prevent the most common cause of engine-related

breakdowns - cooling system failure. But first, a brief overview of how a cooling system operates is in
order.

Introduction: 
      The combustion process in an engine creates heat, some of which is expelled through the exhaust
system. Whatever heat is not dissipated in this manner remains in the engine. In order to reduce this
residual heat so the temperature doesn't become too high, engineers devised two types of cooling
systems: liquid-cooling and air-cooling. Some older cars, but very few modern cars, are air-cooled.
Instead of circulating fluid through the engine, the engine block has fins that conduct the heat away
from the cylinders. A powerful fan can also be added, ala some pre-1999 Porsche 911s, to force air
over these fins which cools the engine by transferring the heat to the air. 
      Liquid-cooled cars, conversely, use a radiator to dissipate the heat. A radiator is a type of heat
exchanger and is designed to transfer heat from the engine, to the coolant that flows through it, to the
radiator, and lastly to the air. Coolant flows from the inlet to the outlet through a number of tubes
mounted in a parallel arrangement on the radiator. Fins connected to the tubes then transfer the heat
to the air flowing through the radiator. 
      Cars operate in a wide variety of temperatures, from well below freezing to well over 100 F (38 C).
So the fluid used to cool the engine must have a very low freezing point, a high boiling point, and have
the capacity to hold a lot of heat. 
      Water is one of the most effective fluids for holding heat in a closed system. But water alone is
generally not used in car engines since it is easily susceptible to freezing. 
      The fluid that most cars use is a mixture of water and ethylene glycol (C2H6O2), also known as
antifreeze. By adding ethylene glycol to water, the boiling and freezing points are improved
significantly. The cooling system also uses pressure to further raise the boiling point of the coolant.
Just as the boiling temperature of water is higher in a pressure cooker, the boiling temperature of
coolant is higher if you pressurize the system. 
      Antifreeze serves three purposes: It helps to keep the engine from overheating; it keeps the coolant
from freezing; and it helps keep cooling system components from corroding. Most manufactures
recommend a coolant mixture of 50% antifreeze and 50% water (preferably distilled water). A 50/50
mixture of antifreeze will protect the system from freezing down to –34 Fahrenheit and boil over to
265 degrees. The boil over point also depends, to a certain extent, on the pressure rating of the
radiation cap: The higher the pressure rating of the radiator caps, the higher the boil over temp. 
      For those wanting an even wider range of temperature variation, higher concentrations of
antifreeze can be used to protect the cooling system in extreme conditions (for this area, Curry's
recommends using a 50/50 mix). A 70% antifreeze and 30% water solution will protect the cooling
system down to –84 degrees and boil over up to 276 degrees. But using anything higher than 70/30
should never be used since it will not effectively radiate enough heat from the solution to keep the
engine cool. It should also be noted that antifreeze by itself will freeze at –8 degrees. 
      Ethylene Glycol, however, does nothing to prevent corrosion in the system. For that reason,
corrosion-inhibiting chemicals are added to the antifreeze. In conventional antifreeze, silicates,
phosphates and or borates are used in combinations to form a protective coating on the cooling system
surfaces. Eventually heat and other conditions dissolve these inhibitors. Once these inhibitors are gone,
electrolytic corrosion begins. 
      Aluminum components such as cylinder heads, intake manifolds, water pumps, etc, are the first
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parts attacked during electrolysis. Proper servicing of the coolant and correct installation of engine
grounds can greatly reduce the electrolysis process. 
      Recently, some manufacturers have been installing extended life antifreeze in their cooling systems.
This type of coolant contains special additive packages that can extend coolant life up to five years or
100,000 miles and can be used in any old or new vehicle where long-term protection is desired –
providing that the old coolant is completely flushed out the system before you install the extended life
coolant. But before changing over to extended life antifreeze or changing the coolant recommended by
the manufacturer (Volvo, for example, uses a special phosphate-free coolant in its cars even though it
is green and looks like conventional coolant), check with a reputable automotive specialist or your
dealer. 
      Generally speaking, regular (non-extended life) coolants need to be replaced about every two years
to offset the overheating, corrosion and freezing problems mentioned above. Postponing this
maintenance will actually accelerate the corrosion process, rather than inhibit it.

Flushing Coolant: 
      As is the case when changing brake fluid, there is a difference between a "drain and fill" and a
complete coolant flush. We do not advocate just draining old antifreeze and then topping off the
radiator. In brief, the effects of the "new" fluid will quickly loose its effectiveness because whatever
"old" fluid was not drained will contaminate it. 
      Curry's uses a state-of-the-art machine, BG's CT2 Coolant Transfusion System, to completely flush
old coolant from the radiator, engine block and all hoses. We first inspect the radiator cap, drain valve,
overflow reservoir, and all connections for deterioration before adding a cooling system flush additive
to the existing coolant. The additive is allowed to circulate throughout the entire system for about 20
minutes (it essentially removes tough organic deposits that result from oil fouling, grease and glycol
oxidation residues). The bypass valve on the CT2 is then opened and the old antifreeze is back-flushed
from the engine's cooling system. This is the preferred method of replacing the old fluid since back-
flushing removes scale and debris not accessible when the coolant flows in the normal direction. As the
old antifreeze is forced out of the cooling system, the BG machine simultaneously introduces new
fluid. Once all the old antifreeze has been replaced, we simply reconnect the hoses. 
      As a matter of routine, Curry's also adds a cooling system conditioner whenever we flush a cooling
system. This conditioner contains a balanced combination of pH buffering ingredients that act as acid
neutralizers and work in conjunction with the coolants inhibitors to prevent corrosive damage to
cooling system components. It also contains anti-foaming agents that help prevent bubbling in the
system as well as oxide-forming ingredients that prevent corrosion of aluminum surfaces such as the
radiator and the cylinder heads.

Conclusion: 
      As part of our customer service program, Curry's inspects and tops off all vital fluids on every car
we work on – including the antifreeze. But we usually don't test the coolant unless asked. If you don't
remember when you last changed the antifreeze, or if you recently acquired a used car with no
maintenance history, then we recommend having the fluid tested with a hydrometer. Hydrometers
measure the specific gravity of the coolant, or in layman's terms it tells you how acidic the antifreeze is
and if it needs to be replaced. 
      You can stop by virtually any automotive shop to have the coolant tested. This time of year is a
good time to check the condition of this vital fluid – before the heat of the summer sets in. 
      Next month: servicing your transmission. If you have any comments, questions or suggestions,
please post them on the Forum at www.CurrysAuto.com. Please address any ideas for future articles to
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bill@currysauto.com.

TradingPost

230SL 1965: Almond with dark (eggplant?) hard top/black interior; 4 speed manual transmission. Was
repainted & rust-repaired before my purchase and has been under cover ever since. Needs tires (due to
lack of use of existing). Rebuilt engine. Body in average condition. Best offer. Alan E. Porter 301-429-
3397.

280TE 1983: White with black interior. Euro model 123 body station wagon. DOT converted, EPA
waived in states accepting federal waivers like VA. 5-speed manual transmission, A/C converted to R-
134a. Stainless steel exhaust, extra tires, two good extra wheels. A hoot to drive, easy to maintain. Very
good condition. $5000. Call Vern Luke at 703-323-1249 or email <vern.claire.luke@cox.net>

Engine: 1983 5-cylinder turbo diesel engine, #6170160301. Totally rebuilt (complete). Best offer. Alan
E. Porter 301-429-3397.

Wheels for 107/126 series: Were for 560SL – 4 beautiful new Milne Migna Bello alloys in boxes. 16 x
7.5 inch, 5 x 112 bolt pattern offset ET25. 4 new MB center caps. Lug bolts. Perfect fit is 225/55-16.
$500 for all 4. Call Doug at 410-592-2962 or email <dougehmann@comcast.net>

FREE!: From 1995 SL320 – folding hardtop stand, hardtop cover, windstop (behind seats). No
charge! Call James Cullen at 410-435-7766.

Special ads!

For a guardsman called to duty in Iraq!

2002 Subaru WRX – delivered 8/01. Silver. 37k miles – one adult owner. 17x7 Mille Miglia Evo5
wheels and 225/45WR17 Sumitomo HTR Z Tires (all new 6/03). Eibach Pro-Kit Spring Set – same as
Subaru STI Springs (installed 6/03). Premium audio system with subwoofer, 5-CD changer. Wet Okole
front seat covers (Blue/Black) with WRX logo (new 6/03). Alloy shift knob. (Stock aluminum wheels
and tires w/24,000 miles also available for purchase.) $19,500 obo. Call Michelle at 703-568-2845.

This could be the great car deal you're looking for!

Gloucester High School in Gloucester, Virginia has a 1971 250C for sale. This is a donated car.
Proceeds from the car's sale will fund projects, supplies, and tools in the school's auto department.
Blue/blue. Minor to no rust. Dent in hood. The car has 66.6k miles shown. Actual miles unknown.
Make an offer! They want to sell. Call Robert Healy at the school at 804-693- 2526 or you can email
him at <rhealy@gc.k12.va.us>.

Section's Annual Financial Report
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ection bylaws require that the Treasurer's annual report of the Section's financial condition be
published in the Tri-Star. Any member with questions on the financial report or Section finances in
general may review the Section's books after making arrangements with the Treasurer.

GWS-MBCA Income and Expenses
January 1 through December 31, 2003

(In dollars)
Income

Events 83,141
National Rebates/Tri-Star Advertising 32,141
Miscellaneous Income 1,251
GWS Store 328
Dividends 225
Maryland Auto Tags 140

117,226
Expenses

Events 72,148
Newsletter 23,533
Admin 6,950
Contributions 1,255
Maryland Auto Tags 40

103,926

Net Income (Loss) 13,300

GWS-MBCA Balance Sheet
(as of December 31, 2003)

Assets
Cash 28,992
Value of Depreciable Investments 5,132
Investments 25,471
Accounts Receivable 5

Total Assets 59,600
Liabilities 0

Net Worth 59,600

An internal review of the Section's financial records was made by independent members of the Section.
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Their findings were that the Section's records accurately reflected its assets as of December 31, 2003, as
well as its income and expenses from January 1 through December 31, 2003.

Advertisers

American Service Center 703-525-2100
EuroMotorcars 301-986-8800
Merchant's Tire & Auto 800-637-2426
RC Imports 301-762-4205
Curry's Auto Service 703-502-0400
MB Motors 703-978-4564
Potomac German Auto 800-831-7686

Radial Tire Co. 301-585-2740
Dent Wizard 800-336-8949
EMB Parts 703-425-5380
Wheel Worx 410-969-7301
MB Roadside Assistance 800-367-6372
Electronics Service Center 301-881-8637
Wagonwork Collision 703-706-8151
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