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         Eastern Oklahoma Section    

 

 

 

 

  

 

WHO ARE WE? A CAR CLUB OR A SOCIAL ORGANIZATION? 

In the last Eastern Oklahoma MBCA board meeting a 

lively discussion broke out about the mission of the 

club and how we proceed in growing membership. For 

most of us, we joined because of our love of all things 

automotive coupled with the Mercedes Benz 

ownership experience. This is where we all start but 

what keeps us coming back are the social aspects of 

the club. As technology advances with autonomous 

cars, subscription-based interval ownership, and 

leasing becoming a larger part of the purchase pattern, 

how does our club advance membership outside of its traditional owners? 

As your section President, I want to work with our membership chair, dealer 

network, members, and others to expand our membership opportunities.   

I don’t have all the answers and I’m sure the National MBCA is working hard on        

this issue but with financial and structural implications. As I move forward as your    

President, I would like for all club members to support these measures: 

• We will no longer have “meetings”.  We will have “gatherings”.  A meeting is not 

what we are all about. After 40 years in business, a meeting can have a formal 

tone to it. A gathering is where people getting together to share a common 

interest.  

• For members who come to gatherings, make sure you make efforts to talk and 

meet others who you may not know. 

• When new people or single members come (those who do not bring their 

spouse) to gatherings, try to make them feel welcome. Couples always seem to 

pair off and a single person must search for another single to have a dinner 

conversation. 

• You do not need to be a Mercedes Benz owner to be a MBCA member. If you 

have friends in the community that you think might like our format, gatherings, 

drives, and experiences, then invite them to one of our events. …continued on 
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WELCOME NEW 
MEMBERS! 

Allen Anderson 

(2019 Interstate) 

Alan Hammerli 

(1983 380SL, 2017 

E350 4Matic) 

 

 

 

 

Rex Alexander 

(1986 560SL) 

Jeffrey Fischer 

(2007 R350 

4Matic, 2008 C300 

4matic, 2014 

E350) 

 

THANK YOU LOYAL 

MEMBERS! 
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• For members who have never come to a gathering, please give us a try. I hope 

to be welcoming and that you get to meet others who share your interests both 

in cars and other outside activities. 

• For those of you who have other time commitments on the third Thursday of 

the month, I understand.   Hopefully you will find one of our trips, events, or 

other social gatherings that will fit into your schedule. 

We have the second half of the year in front of us.  At the May gathering, we set 

up an events committee.  If you did not make it to our gathering, please feel free 

to contact Events chairman Harriet Kushnerick at HKush@cox.net. This group will 

plan gathering locations, speakers, and in-home events. 

Our membership is diverse in opinions, age, and ambitions. In August we will be 

seeking new officers and board members for the next two-year cycle that starts 

October 1. Please consider a position or just becoming a more involved member.    

As a volunteer organization, we can only succeed with people who want to see 

progress as the Mercedes brand and the MBCA evolves with it. 

Thanks for your support of these initiatives. I hope to see you at a “gathering”    soon.  

 

Regards, John 

 

Beautiful day for a picnic 

On Saturday June 15, thirteen Eastern Oklahoma members traveled to Edmond for a Oklahoma 

Mercedes Benz owner picnic at Hafer Park.  Our members met up with 47 members of the Central 

Oklahoma section for a picnic luncheon of hamburgers, hot links, snacks, drinks, and ice cream.

 

The weather started off a little spotty with light showers in the morning. These showers kept several 

cabriolet owners from bringing their prized soft tops, settling for a trusty sedan for the ride down the 

turnpike. The weather in OKC was fantastic with a temp in the mid 80’s and a nice breeze.  Compared 

to prior years, this weather was the best ever. 

Ronald Hardage 
(2014 E350, 1984 

280SL, 1967 

230SL) 

Ben Kehe (1985 

300SD) 

David Spencer 

(2014 GLK350, 

2012 E350 

Cabriolet) 

Tim Vander Kooi 

(2005 SL500) 

THANK YOU LOYAL 
MEMBERS! 

mailto:HKush@cox.net
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Close to thirty Mercedes were on display. Of particular note were a 1958 220s Pontoon and a Ford GT 

with the Gulf paint scheme-particularly fitting for the event which happened on the same day as the 

start of the 24 hours of Le Mans.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join Us On 

Facebook! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/MBCAEasternOK

http://www.facebook.com/MBCAEasternOK
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Tulsa Leake Auction is always fun and profitable to the section 

 

Twelve MBCA members helped the Leake Auction move almost 600 Hot rods, exotics, imports and 

trucks during the annual Leake auction June 4-8, 2019. Eastern Oklahoma members participated as 

drivers, spotters, and runners for the event as fund raiser for the section treasury. 36 Mercedes Benz 

automobiles went up for sale. The best of which were a Black 1959 190SL, silver 2012 SLS AMG, and a 

black 1962 220SE coupe. This event helps fund our treasury for upcoming events and door prizes.  

The headliner of the event was the no 

reserve sale of the personal collection of 

“Hee Haw” host Roy Clark. Roy was a multi-

award-winning actor, musician/vocalist, and 

philanthropist. On top of hosting the 

popular television variety show “Hee Haw” 

for 28 years, he also had a recurring role on 

“The Beverly Hillbillies” and was the first 

country music artist to guest-host Johnny 

Carson’s “Tonight Show”. Roy is a member 

of the Country Music Hall of Fame, won multiple country music awards, a 

Grammy, and was once voted Best Country Guitarist by Guitar Magazine 

Special thanks to Ben Cunningham who acted as our chief contact with the 

Richie Brothers auction house, Richard Jagel, Ron Hardage, Walt Miller, Ron 

Hardage, Fritz Winkler, John Ferrante, Ben and Cathe Kehe, Jim Sehl, Bruce 

Smith, and John and Harriet Kushnerick. These members put in hundreds of 
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hours over the 4-day event. Below are some pictures of the cars sold at the auction.  
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Corner Classifieds 

1996 SL500 - 100,500 miles, silver/black 

combo, AMG wheels, 6 disk CD changer, 

xenon headlamps, garaged, runs and looks 

excellent. Contact Richard Jagel @ 918-357-

2573 to discuss further details and pricing. 
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First ever Red River Concours a success 
 

120 MBCA members from the South-Central region met at the Marriott Champions Circle in Fort Worth 

Texas for the first annual Red River Concours De Elegance June 27-30, 2019.  Nine members from the 

Eastern Oklahoma section attended. 

Along with 

the judged 

cars show, 

members 

had the 

opportunity 

to take some 

“hot laps” 

around the 

Texas Motor 

Speedway, 

participate in 

a silent 

auction to 

benefit the 

Folds of 

Honor foundation, and dine at the clubhouse level of the speedway for the awards ceremony. 

 A total of 55 cars were judged during the event.   John Kushnerick 

became certified as an official MBCA judge and scored cars in the 

Touring class.  Eastern Oklahoma’s own Bruce Smith took home first 

place for his 1992 Mercedes Benz E500 in the Division 5 Touring 

Class: 1990’s sedan, coupe, and cabriolets. 

A team of workers 

made this event a 

success.  Special 

thanks to Greg and 

Sheila Morgan, 

Regional Director 

Brett Jurick, MBCA 

chief judge Peter 

Lester and his 

operations go to 

Josie Lester. Plans are underway to make this event an 

annual event in years to come. 
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Danke Niki 

It was a poignant return the Austrian Grand Prix for the first time since we lost the country’s 

greatest F1 export, Niki Lauda, back in May. And there were plenty of tributes to the three-time 

champion – including Turn 1 at the Red Bull Ring being renamed in his honor. 

 

Courtesy of Mercedes-AMG F1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special thanks and happy birthday to our President John Kushnerick. Thanks for doing all what you 

do! Danke! 
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Why should you be a MBCA Member? 

The Star® Magazine 

Your membership to the Mercedes-Benz Club of America includes a 
subscription to our bi-monthly magazine, The Star. In 2012, The 
Star was awarded 14 "best of" medals from the International 
Automotive Hall of Fame for excellence in writing, design, 
production, graphics and photography. 

Available to Members by mail and online. 

Loyalty Rewards Program (U.S.) 

If you've been a member of the Mercedes -Benz Club of America for 12 
consecutive months or longer without lapse and are a current member 
now, you're entitled to receive $500 off the purchase or lease price of 
any NEW Mercedes-Benz vehicle. Offer excludes Commercial Vans, 
smart, SLS AMG Coupes, SLS AMG Roadsters, AMG GT and AMG GT S. 
Discount may be combined with other MBUSA incentive programs; 
including Guest Appreciation Certificates, European Delivery, 
seasonal event discounts and other (select) Dealer offers. Please 
check with your Dealer in advance to confirm which offers may be 
combined with your $500 Loyalty Reward discount. 

Classified Ads 

Mercedes-Benz Club of America members and non-members, both 
private party and commercial businesses, may sell merchandise, 
goods and services through this website and in our award-winning 
magazine, The Star®. Reach the people who love Mercedes. 

Discounts on Parts, Service & 
Accessories at Participating 
Mercedes-Benz Dealers 

As a Mercedes-Benz Club of America member, the presentation of 
your member-ship card may entitle you to 5%, 10% or (up to) 20% 
off parts, service and accessories from U.S. and Canadian 
Mercedes-Benz dealers. 

Local, Regional, and National Events 

Club Raffles 

Section Newsletters 

And so much MORE!! 

 

Visit www.mbca.org/join-today  

https://www.mbca.org/benefit/star%C2%AE-magazine
https://www.mbca.org/benefit/loyalty-rewards-program-us
https://www.mbca.org/benefit/classified-ads
https://www.mbca.org/benefit/discounts-mercedes-benz-parts-service-accessories
https://www.mbca.org/benefit/discounts-mercedes-benz-parts-service-accessories
https://www.mbca.org/benefit/discounts-mercedes-benz-parts-service-accessories
https://www.mbca.org/benefit/discounts-mercedes-benz-parts-service-accessories
https://www.mbca.org/benefit/star%C2%AE-magazine
https://www.mbca.org/benefit/star%C2%AE-magazine
https://www.mbca.org/benefit/star%C2%AE-magazine
https://www.mbca.org/benefit/star%C2%AE-magazine
http://www.mbca.org/join-today
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Eastern Oklahoma Section 

 Tour and luncheon of the newly restored   

  

Tulsa Club Hotel 

Saturday August 10 

115 East 5th Street, Tulsa 

OK 
Beat the summer heat and join us 

as we head to downtown Tulsa for a 

tour and lunch at the newly opened 

Tulsa Club boutique hotel. After a 4-

year total restoration, this 11-story 

96 room hotel is a “must see” in 

downtown Tulsa.   

The Tulsa Club Hotel is a historic 

gem for Tulsa that once was the 

epicenter for the elite. The building 

boasts a 1927 Art Deco architectural style designed by world-renowned architect Bruce Goff. 

This is a great opportunity for you to tour the hotel and see its ballroom and rooftop event space. 

We will meet in the hotel lobby at 11:00am, tour the building, and have lunch in the hotel 

restaurant called Chamber at noon.  

Free parking is available on the 

streets and outside parking lots 

nearby. 

 

Please RSVP by Tuesday August 6 

to this email, or call/text Harriet 

Kushnerick at (918) 740-7624 to let 

her know if you can join us.  
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July 
18th - MONTHLY MEETING, Siegi’s Sausage Factory, 81st & Sheridan, 6:30PM 

20th - CAFFEINE AND GASOLENE, THE VINEYARD, 106TH & MEMORIAL 9AM-NOON 
 
August 
10th - MBCA BOARD MEETING, JACKIE COOPER TRAINING ROOM 11am 
10th – Tour of the Tulsa Club Hotel and Luncheon, Downtown Tulsa 11am 
17th - MONTHLY MEETING, Ice Cream Social, Parker Residence, 6:30PM  
17th - CAFFEINE AND GASOLENE, THE VINEYARD, 106TH & MEMORIAL 9AM-NOON  

September 

15th - SOUTH TULSA BAPTIST CAR SHOW, 1:30PM MEET & GREET, 3PM-6PM SHOW  
19th - MONTHLY MEETING, Waterfront Grill, 6:30PM 
21st - CAFFEINE AND GASOLENE, THE VINEYARD, 106TH & MEMORIAL 9AM-NOON 
 
October 

17th - MONTHLY MEETING, TBD 6:30PM  
19th - CAFFEINE AND GASOLENE, THE VINEYARD, 106TH & MEMORIAL 9AM-NOON  
November 
2nd - MBCA BOARD MEETING, JACKIE COOPER TRAINING ROOM 

21st - MONTHLY MEETING, SIEGIES SAUSAGE FACTORY, 6:30PM 
 
December 
7th - MERCEDES-BENZ TOY RUN with Porsche club 

12th - CHRISTMAS PARTY, Freddie’s Steakhouse, Sapulpa, OK, 6:30PM 

12th- Canned Food Drive, bring food to Christmas Party 
 

 

ACTIVITY/EVENT 
 

MONTHLY MEETING 
 

BOARD  
 

SERVICE 
 

CAR SHOW 
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1334 E. 48th St 
Tulsa, Ok 74105 
Phone: 918-625-3614 
E-mail: MBCAEasternOK@gmail.com 

 
We’re On The WEB! 
 
easternok.mbca.org 

www.facebook.com/MBCAEasternOK/ 

 

 

 

Regional Director—South Central Region 

Brett Jurick 

214-773-7820 or bjurick@tx.rr.com 
 
Officers—Eastern Oklahoma Section  
President 
John Kushnerick  
918-527-8121 or jkushnerick@cox.net 
Vice President  
Bruce Smith 
918-296-3732 or fireflite@sbcglobal.net  
Treasurer  
Richard Jagel 
918-357-2573 or richjagel@gmail.com  
Secretary 
Harriet Kushnerick  
918-740-7624 or hkush@cox.net 
Membership Chair  
Tim Vander Kooi 
918-637-5085 or tulsass2guy@gmail.com  
Newsletter Editor 
Craig Barnes 
918-636-6756 or craigb918@gmail.com  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Place 

 Stamp 

 here 

 

 

 

 

To our loyal member 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://easternok.mbca.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MBCAEasternOK/

