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Several members of the MBCA-Central Georgia Section gath-
ered on October 16, 2013 at Grits Café in Forsyth, GA.  Grits 
Café is a charming boutique restaurant in the heart of Forsyth 
on the town square.  The discriminating taste buds of MBCA-
CGS members who attended were not disappointed.  As always, 
Grits Café, which recently reopened after a fire destroyed it 
over two years ago, served up their outstanding gourmet south-
ern fare to the delight of CGS members.  Strewn about various 
parking places in the square were our Mercedes which we all 
admired, in turn, after our dinner! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On November 6, 2013, twelve adventurous members of the 
MBCA-CGS returned to Dovetail, the new five star farm to table 
restaurant in downtown Macon on busy Cherry Street.  Located 
above the far more boisterous and casual Rookery, our mem-
bers enjoyed unique fare from local sustainable sources.  Start-
ing the evening off, our event director, Trish Welch, treated all 
the members to baskets of boiled peanuts in malt vinegar and 
urged many of the members to try one of the mixologist’s spe-
cials called the Proprietor, an unusual, but tasty version of a 
Manhattan.  Those of us who tried it were not disappointed!  It 
was an enjoyable evening and we had the entire and tastefully 
decorated wine cellar room to ourselves.  The usual camarade-
rie and festive ambience prevailed throughout the evening as 
members discussed the rapidly approaching holiday season! 
 

 

Dining at Grits Café  

Dining at Dovetail 



 

for Tots donations which exceeded last 
year’s donations!  We enjoyed meeting 
SSgt Inboden and Nicole and they already 
told us they will support us again next 
year! 

Our annual Christmas party was held once 
again at lovely Henderson Village in Perry, 
GA on December 12, 2013.  However, this 
year’s Christmas party presented unex-
pected challenges and we thank all mem-
bers who attended for their flexibility and 
determination to let the party go on!  We 
were advised on the day of our party that 
Henderson Village had been sold a mere 
two days prior to our event.  Accordingly, 
our plans had to adjust.  The restaurant 
honored their commitment to us in every 
aspect in spite of the sale and for that we 
are grateful because we did not want to 
cancel.  The biggest challenge was that the 
facility no longer had a liquor license.  Our 
event director was able to work out a solu-
tion that, in the end, worked out just fine 
thanks to a willing attitude on the part of 
the members attending.  SSgt Chad In-
boden, USMC, and his lovely wife, Nicole, 
attended and collected the generous Toys 

Car Detailing Technical Event 

Section Christmas Party 
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MBCS-CGS Christmas 

Cake 2013 

On November 16, 2013, over 20 members met at Jackson Automotive, Mer-
cedes Benz of Macon for a technical event of car detailing generously hosted 
by Tommy Couch and Allen Akin, both experts in the art of car detailing.  The 
President graciously provided her car for an in-depth session on interior de-
tailing and the latest products to maximize the beauty and function of your 
Mercedes.  This was followed by a potluck luncheon in the dealership mainte-
nance arrival area.  Members provided a wide variety of dishes including chili, 
chicken pie and decadent brownies and cookies for dessert.  This is always a 
popular event and this year proved the same.  We sincerely thank Jackson 
Automotive for again co-hosting this event and graciously providing the facil-
ity for this event. 
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This Newsletter is our final Quarterly 

newsletter of 2013. The opinions ex-

pressed in the Newsletter are entirely  

the Author’s, Editor and Contributors. 

Expressed permission is hereby 

granted to other Sections of the MBCA 

to redistribute this Newsletter elec-

tronically. Contributing Articles re-

main the sole property of the Contribu-

tor. Articles of general interest are so-

licited for inclusion and should be 

emailed to the Editor, Tina Meyers at 

ccimeyers@gmail.com. Electronic 

copy of the Newsletter can be 

downloaded from our Section web-

page. The URL is; 

www.CGS.MBCA.org 

About the Newsletter 

The MBCA was established in 1956, it 

is the finest Automotive Club in the 

world and currently has over 20,100 

members across the nation. There are 

about 86 local Sections organizing 

hundreds of local and National Events 

each year. You can enroll as a member 

of MBCA by calling 1-800-637-2360, 

or by using the National Website at 

www.MBCA.org 

Annual Membership  Fee: 

One year = $49.00  Two years = 

$95.00  Three years = $139.00 

Mercedes-Benz Club of 

America - MBCA 

Officers 

 

President:  Tricia Nelson 

  478 - 987 - 2156 

              tcnelson@comsouth.net 
  

Vice-President:  Tommy Couch 

  478 - 987 - 5272 

  tommycouch@live.com 
 

Secretary:  Joan Couch 

  478 - 987 - 5272 

                jdorsett@windstream.net 

 

Treasurer:  Trish Welch 

  478-327-1583 

  trishwelch@ymail.com 

Directors at Large 

 

Historian:  Linda Smyth 

  478-474-9916 

   drlindasmyth@cox.net 
 

Marketing:  Roc Patel 

  478-452-2335 

             rakeshp@windstream.net 

 

Activities / Event: Trish Welch 

  478-327-1583 

                             trishwelch@ymail.com 

 

Webmaster:  Phil West 

  478 - 213 - 2444 

 

 prof.west@gmail.com 

 

Membership:  Will Toussaint 

  478 - 953 - 5598 

 

 willt69mb@yahoo.com 
 

Newsletter Editor:  Tina Meyers 

478-284-7018 

ccimeyers@gmai..com 

 

 
 

Past President:  Will Toussaint 

  478 - 953 - 5598 

 

 willt69mb@yahoo.com 

 Central Georgia Section-Mercedes Benz Club of America            

http://mrd.mail.yahoo.com/compose?To=jdorsett%40windstream.net
http://mrd.mail.yahoo.com/compose?To=prof.west%40gmail.com
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What a great year we had in 2013.  The Board of Directors would like 

to thank you for participating and making all our events successful.   

We were led by our Event Coordinator, Trish Welch, with great dining-

outs, road trips, our wine tasting weekend in Dahlonega, and our en-

tertaining and fun holiday party.  Tommy Couch, head of Tech events, 

led a road trip to Birmingham and Star Tech Event, and with the help 

of Allen Akin put together a very informative Tech event at Jackson 

Automotive. 

This coming year we hope to see additional active members in our 

growing Central Georgia Section.  At our exciting events we can learn 

new ways to care for and show off our Mercedes Benz, share our sto-

ries, and have memorable times with great friends. 

We are always looking for members that would like to assist in our 

many events or programs.  Just call or email me at 478-987-2156 or 

tcnelson@comsouth.net.   

Looking forward to an event filled 2014. 

Tricia Nelson, President, MBCA-CGS 

Thoughts from the President 
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2014 SCHEDULED EVENTS                                                                              

January 9, 2014  Board of Director’s Meeting  6:00 PM 

  Logan’s Roadhouse, Macon GA 

 

January 22, 2104  DINE-OUT, Tic Toc Room, Macon GA  6:30 PM 

 

February 24, 2014  DINE-OUT, Downtown Grill, Macon GA 6:30 PM 

 

March 8-9, 2014 Amelia Island Concours , Tommy Couch/478-361-0282  

 

March 20, 2014  DINE-OUT, Circa, Forsyth Road, Macon GA 6:30 PM 

 

April 10, 2104  DINE-OUT, Bonefish Grill, Macon GA 6:30 PM 

 

May 15, 2014  DINE-OUT, Bearfoot Tavern, Macon GA 6:30 PM 

 

June 11, 2014, COOKING CLASS, THE FARM, Dublin, GA 5:00 PM 

                            *Limited to 10 people 

 

June 21 & 22, 2014 Drivers Education Track Event/Barber Motorsports, Birmingham, AL , Tommy 

Couch/478-361-0282  

 

June 29 2014,  ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP EVENT AND PERRY PARADE, Tommy Couch/478-361-0282  

                 

August 17, 2014  SUNDAY BRUNCH, Dovetail, Macon GA 12:30 PM 

 

September 9, 2014  DINE-OUT, Lemongrass, Macon GA 6:30 PM 

 

October 8, 2014  DINE-OUT, La Parilla, Macon GA 6:30 PM 

 

November 7-9, 2014 THIRD ANNUAL WINE TOUR AND TASTING, Dahlonega GA (see page 5) 

December 11, 2014 ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY,   Details TBD 

 

                               

tel:478-361-0282
tel:478-361-0282
tel:478-361-0282
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NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF EVENTS:  First, I would like to thank you all for 

your consistent support  of our section’s events over the past year.  I am confi-

dent you will continue to support the section in 2014.  To that end, one of my 

New Year’s resolutions is to get more event information to you faster and 

sooner than I have in the past.  As you can see, all the events planned thus far 

are noted on page 6 so you can mark your calendars now and plan to attend.  

Most of the events planned are dine-outs, but we hope to add several other 

events such as driving events, tech events, concours, and joint events with 

other sections.  So, the list above is by no means complete.  And, of course, it 

is subject to change as circumstances dictate, but I hope to keep those in-

stances to a minimum. 

I’d like to bring to your attention to the Third Annual Wine Tour and Tasting 

scheduled for 7-9 November 2014 in Dahlonega and urge you to make your 

reservations with Smith House now before they request me to release the 

rooms not taken.  When you call the Smith House, please let them know you 

are a Mercedes Club member and would like one of the blocked rooms.  This 

event is always a winner and this year we are hoping to incorporate a driving 

event and make a stronger effort to invite our sister sections to join us. 

*Please also note a first ever event for our section.  In June 2014 the first 10 

takers will get to attend a cooking class with Maria at Ristorante Maria at one 

of our favorite dine-out locations, The Farm in Dublin, GA!  There will be more 

information forthcoming, but 10 people will learn to cook a gourmet Italian 

meal and then get to eat what they cooked in the restaurant. 

I am always open to new ideas (and help) in planning and executing our sec-

tion’s events.  Would love to hear from you and what you would like to see on 

the event agenda!  I work for you! 

 

Cheers and best wishes for a super 2014! 

 

Trish Welch 
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Advertisement in the Newsletter 

Advertising in the MBCA of  Central Georgia Section Newsletter 

provides great opportunities to reach dedicated consumers to the 

Marque. It is an excellent business decision to cater your Excellent 

Services and Products.  

Mercedes Benz owners love their cars and appreciate quality and 

excellent services, thereby providing you the opportunity to cus-

tomize your relationship to their needs. 

 
Newsletter Advertising Rates: 

Full Page -  $1011.00 / Year   = to $ 2.77 per Day 

Half  Page - $605.00 / Year   = to $1.66 per Day 

Quarter Page - $399.00 / Year = to $1.09 per Day   

Eighth Page - $227.00 / Year = to $0.62 per Day 

Back Cover (Sold) Currently Unavailable for 2014 

Please send Artwork and Check to: 
 

Newsletter Editor  
 

Questions about Advertising with MBCA-CGS? Please Contact Newsletter Editor, 
Tina Meyers, ccimeyers@gmail.com 

Please make check payable to “MBCA – Central Georgia Section” 

Name badges are available from the MBCA Club Store with three types of backing attachment (magnetic, safety pin, or tie 

tack) and can be ordered in blue. You may order by calling the MBCA National Business Office in Colorado Springs, CO at 

(800) 637-2360  

Please send ___ Name Badge (s). Specify type of backing: ___ Magnetic / ___ Safety Pin / ___ Tie Tack 

Specify Color: __ Blue 

NAME: _____________________________________   NAME: ________________________________ 

 Central Georgia Section, MBCA      Central Georgia Section, MBCA 

Order from: MBCA, 1907 Lelaray Street, Colorado Springs, CO 80909  Telephone: (800) 637-2360 

NAME BADGE ORDERING 

mailto:willt69mb@yahoo.com
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HAPPY 45TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY TO DICK AND ROSE FIDLER! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below were pictures taken at Rusty’s Bar & Grill (Angelina’s), my treat to Dick for his 70th 

b’day on 14 Jan 14.  

Central Georgia Section-Mercedes Benz Club of America       

Wonderful Welcome to our New Central Georgia Section MBCA Members 
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Welcome New CGS - MBCA Members 

Brandon Boyce 

David Lee 

Dennis Holwerda 

James Mullis, Jr. 

Jerome Moore 

Robin Fandlers 

 

. HAPPY 70TH BIRTHDAY DICK FIDLER! 



 

2014 Wine Tour and Tasting 
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The wine tour for 2014 will be expanded to include a driving event to Dahlonega early on Friday after-
noon, November 7, 2014.  The usual events will include shuttle service to at least three wineries on Satur-
day, dinner in town on Saturday evening, and brunch on Sunday morning.  This event is ALWAYS very 
popular so reserve your space now!!! 

Believe it or not, in order to get the prime facilities in Dahlonega, GA for our annual wine tasting, rooms 
must be reserved a year in advance!  I tried to find rooms in downtown Dahlonega in early October and 
they were already booked up!!!  Fortunately, the Smith House, where we stayed last year, had rooms for 
the weekend of 7-9 November 2014 and agreed to let me hold them early, so I grabbed them!!!  But they 
will only be held a short time and if not booked within a couple of weeks, I will have to release them.  A 
summary of the rooms is below with pre-tax cost.  Choose the room you like and contact the Smith 
House to reserve it in your name as soon as possible.  A one night deposit is required and will be billed to 
your credit card; however, there is a flexible cancellation policy in the event you have to cancel.  Should 
that occur, please contact Trish Welch before cancelling so she can have the hotel assign it to another 
MBCA member who might need a room before releasing it to the public.  Here’s the reservation schedule 
set up for us for Friday-Saturday, November 7-8, 2014: 

Room #                                   Type                                   Rate (not including 12% tax) 

Confirmation Number: 

1     Double Queen                   $179 

R036F4 

2     Double Queen         $179 

R036F8 

3     Double Double                  $179 

R036F2 

4     Double Double                  $179 

R036F5 

6     Single Queen                      $139 

R036F3 

7     Single Queen                      $139 

R036F7 

8     Double Double         $179 

R036F6 

9     Deluxe King                        $189 

R036F9 

All 8 rooms are currently being held under the club name.  You will not be able to reserve your room 
online—you will need to call because they are being held in the Club name.  When you call, be sure to tell 
the clerk that you are calling to confirm a room under the Mercedes Club reservation, and identify the 
room you want from the list above.  The clerk will then change that room’s reservation to the member’s 
name, home address, phone, credit card, etc. and charge the required deposit.  The sooner you call the 
better.  The confirmation number will also change at that time.  Please let Trish Welch know if you have 
any questions or concerns.  If you encounter any problems, you may contact the hotel manager who has 
provided her contact information below for your convenience. 

Michelle Hoffer, Hotel Manager 

The Smith House   84 Chestatee Street   Dahlonega GA 30533  mhoffer@smithhouse.com 

706-867-7000 X4      706-864-7564 fax                     www.smithhouse.com 

NOTE:  PLEASE LET TRISH KNOW 

WHEN YOU HAVE RESERVED A 

ROOM SO SHE CAN PLAN THE 

OTHER ASPECTS OF THE EVENT 

ACCORDINGLY AND LOOK FOR AD-

DITIONAL ACCOMMODATIONS IF 

THAT BECOMES NECESSARY!! 



 

Pictures from Happy Events 
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Section Christmas Party, Dec 13 at Henderson Village Our Honored Guests—SSgt Inboden and his wife, Nicole 

Tricia Nelson and Tommy Couch enjoy conversation 

at Grit’s Café dining out 

An enjoyable time was had by Section Members at 

Grit’s Café in Forsyth 

Barbara Bell is having an enjoyable time with the 

waiter at a dining out 

Barbara and Trish Welch enjoying their time at 

the dining out 
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