
WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS 

Muhammad Mustapha Moses Salgado Julie Salazar 

Jonathan Hammer Kehkeh Nyeaye 

Frances Knowles 

The San Diego Section welcomes you to our Mercedes-Benz world. Please 
join us ASAP and see how we have fun. Have a question or comment, 
please contact Steve Ross, 619-508- 3925 or inewsx@sbcglobal.net 

James Bonk E.J. Terry Robert Matteucci Gordon Davis 

Beatrice Moras  Marjo Miller
Ray Benkendorf 

Roderick Freeman 

THANK YOU, OUR LOYAL MEMBERS FOR RE-NEWING YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP 

 
 

Your membership expiring soon? Please consider renewing 
as we do not want to lose you. For questions contact Steve 
Ross at, inewsx@sbcglobal.net or 619-508-3925 

Mercedes- Benz Club of America 

Star Bulletin 

There is a driving event scheduled for Sunday, September 11. 
See page 13     

San Diego Section Newsletter Star Bulletin August 2022

MBCA SAN DIEGO SECTION OFFICERS AND 
DIRECTORS 

President 
Michael Cooper 

Michaeldenise1212@gmail.com 

Vice President 
Rudy Hradecky Director 
sdrudy@earthlink.net 

Carol Kruse-Ross 
Treasurer/photographer 
ross385216@gmail.co m 

858-245-1991 

Bob Gunthorp 
Historian & Photographer 

badwrench7@cox.net 
619-993-0184 

OPEN 
DIRECTOR AT LARGE 

Diana Kruse 
Director of First Impressions, appointed 

Steve Ross 
Membership Chair, Star Bulletin 

Editor 
619-508-3925 

Steve Ross 
Southwest Regional Director 

619-508-3925 
inewsx@sbcglobal.net 

Attention members: We hope you will 
support our advertisers... they support 

this bulletin Mention our newsletter 
when you contact them. 

The MBCA, the San Diego Section, it’s 
Officers, members, MBUSA, Smart GmbH, 

and AMG, however, make no inference, that 
advertising in this bulletin implies approval of 

their products or services 

OUR MISSION 
To elevate the Mercedes-Benz 
experience through knowledge, 

camaraderie and exceptional events 

More than a Car Club. We're a Community. TM 
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CORONADO JULY 4 PARADE 
The San Diego Section was represented in the Coronado Parade. 

Bob Gunthorp brought his 1957 220S Convertible 
with Jeanette riding shotgun 

Steve and Carol Ross choose a 
vintage all American car, a 1939 
Packard, to celebrate the birthday 
party 
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Presidents Message 

As we roll through summer we would like to thank you for a good year so far.  In August, we 
invite you to join us for (2) events.  Our first event is in celebration of some of our long time 
members.  Each of these senior members have been with the club for over 40+ years.  That’s 
what I call dedication!  If you have not yet signed up for this fun luncheon, it’s not too late.  
The venue is beautiful, the conversations will be fun and the food will be yummy.  Come 
celebrate with us!  The second event is our yearly trip up to Monterey during Historic Car 
Week.  During the week you will be able to enjoy car events from sun up until late into the 
evening.  (Including the MBCA sponsored Legends of the Autobahn).  This fun week has been 
featured on many car related television programs. We sure look forward to seeing you at one 
of the upcoming events. 

Until next time… Safe travels 

Michael 
Cooper 



The “Cars and Coffee” outing at the San Diego Automotive Museum. 
By Bob Gunthorp 

Thirteen members plus family members met on Sunday July 17th for “Cars and Coffee” at the San 
Diego Automotive Museum. This was good turnout of the MBCA club members.  Everyone had a 
good time and we meet some new members. This is a monthly event put on by the museum. The 
museum provides the coffee and donuts. I hope the MBCA club will attend again.  

William Hector and 2003 
SL500 AMG 

Debra Lopez, with Amber and Elizabeth Alexandru 

Douglas Paton and 
Stacy Chapman and 
their 300TD  

Jack Heacock a returning member with his recently 
acquired 1985 280 SL European model  

Diana Kruse and her 
1961 190SL 
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Ann Kinner and her ML 320 

Debra Lopez and Joey Costa with their CLA 250 AMG 

Jen and Pete Lobner and their 280SL, being photo bombed by Ms. Kruse 
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A 1953 Sunbeam Alpine was 
spotted hiding behind Diana’s 

190SL.  Wonder if it once 
belonged to Grace Kelly 

Bob Gunthorp with his 
newly acquired 1969 280SL 

Jon Bernardi in his 
1970 280SL       

Gary Jarvis with 
his 2003 SL500



Stephen and Haidee Thesing with their 
2018 E400 Convertible 

   Chris Johnson and his E300D    Serio Villalobos and his C230 

      Sergio and Chris  Gary Kies and his SLK 320. (Ed: I love Red) 

Stars fell on Balboa Park when Mercedes drivers descended on the San Diego Automotive 
Museum. It was a great get together and we got to meet new friends, Sergio, Chris, William, 
and Stephen and Haidee.  Good to see old friends Gary and Jon.  Looking forward to seeing all 
of you again soon!  
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My 4th of July weekend 
By Bob Gunthorp 

The 4th of July weekend was also my Coronado High School class reunion.  The reunion was an 
amazing three-day event.  The weekend started Saturday night with dinner at “The Del” in the 
Crown room.  The classes of 1961 and 1963 were invited to join us.  The entertainment was a 
group singing the songs from the 50’s and 60’s so we were taken back to High School.  It was 
nice to see that so many of my classmates that could still dance as well as they did years ago. 
I was never a good dancer and that has not changed with time.  

Sunday for lunch we had a “pizza party” at the pizza restaurant at the landing where Peohe’s is 
located. Sunday night was the concert in Speckles Park. One of my classmates had put up a 
sign for the class of 1962.  When I saw the sign, I had a plan.  I took the sign with me in the 
parade the next day.  

What I did was tape the sign to the back seat. The sign made quite a hit with people watching 
the parade.  That evening we had dinner at the home of one of my classmates in Coronado. 
From her house we walked to the home of another one of a classmate house that is right on the 
bay about 300 yards from the fireworks barge.  The fireworks are really spectacular when you 
are that close to them.  

The only down side of the weekend was trying to leave Coronado.  It took us over two hours to 
get off of the island.  On the way to Janette’s house, she said “I hope we get home before 
Tuesday”.  I thought that was a strange thing for her to say until I looked at the clock.  The time was 11:45. 
We did make it to her house on Monday with 3 minutes to spare.  
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SEPTEMBER 11, 2022 SCENIC DRIVE 

Join the gang for a leisurely drive on 
the pacific coast, and a bit inland  

This is a leisurely, relaxed Sunday drive, however if you feel the need for 
speed, top down and hair blowing in the wind, go for it.  As you may have 
noted on our calendar of fun, we are having the American Heritage Rallye in 
November, and this could be a limbering up for the big event.  It will also give 
the Rallye Master the time to devote in making this a truly great, competitive 
rallye, worthy of the extravagant prizes being awarded. 

We begin our journey at 11480 North Torrey Pines Road at the Torrey Pines 
Country Club Parking lot, where a driver’s team meeting and vague and 
confusing directions will be handed out by the tour director.  

1000 am seems like a good time 
for kicking off this drive to, The 
Hideway.  Of course, you will be 
provided with turn-by-turn 
directions   
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WIN A CHICKEN DINNER 

 No one correctly identified this 1931 Bianchi S8 Cabriolet with body by Graber, a Swiss 
coach builder.  This car was a special order for a watch maker who planned to drive the 
car in Sweden and Switzerland.  It was presented on the Graber stand at the 1931 
Geneva auto show.  It is powered by a 2.9 litre eight-cylinder engine.   

THE MYSTERY CAR FOR JULY IS 

THIS BEAUTY 

If you can identify the manufacturer, year and coach builder, you have won a Chicken 
dinner. 

Become a respected authority on automobiles in your house and 
throughout the automotive world by winning the Chicken Dinner Award! 

Win this prestigious award by sending to Steve Ross the make, year of this car 

**CHICKEN DINNER RULES: CONTESTANTS MAY ONLY WIN 2 CHICKEN 
DINNERS PERCALENDAR YEAR 

Even if you have won your allotted limit, please guess anyway…and if you’re correct, 
the editor will buy you a big orange drink at our next event. 
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FOR SALE 

2009 CLS 63 AMG, 116,272 miles, black 
exterior/black interior, all records, always 
garaged. Condition, like new. 

$21,995.00 OBO. QR code to this link 

Reduced $19,945.00 
OBO 
Call 760-832-3374 

2009 E350, 111,000 miles, white exterior/black leather interior, panoramic roof, great 
mechanical condition, no scratches or dents. 

  $11,000.00 OBO $10,500.00 OBO 

QR Code to this 
link 

Call: 760-832-3374 

WANT TO JOIN THE SAN DIEGO SECTION OF 
THE MERCEDES-BENZ CLUB OF AMERICA? 

IT’S EASY JUST GO TO MBCA.ORG 
OR USE THE QR CODE BELOW. 

MBCA Board Meeting June 21 @ 6:00 PM 
Meetings at Mimi’s on 

Note: Our regular Board meetings are 
scheduled on the 3rd Tuesday of the month. 
The board has occasionally cancelled meetings 
when there is a small amount of business that 

mail. If you are considering joining us at a 
board meeting, please call a board member 

scheduled. 
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FOR SALE 

This 2001 E430 Mercedes with only 100,700 miles, is in excellent condition, 
always garaged. Black exterior. Black interior. All service and mechanical 
work up to date, new tires, new valve cover gaskets, no dents or scratches. 

$8500.00 OBO $7,500.00 OBO 

Call 760-832-3374 

ALSO FOR SALE 

1975 450SL, original owner. 158,000miles, clean title, well taken 
care of. Both hard and soft tops in great shape. Excellent 
mechanical condition, no scratches and no dents 
Asking $35.000.00 OBO, CALL 760-832-3374 

PHOTO NOT AVAILABLE AT THIS TIME 



San Diego Section Newsletter Page 11 of 14 Star Bulletin 

FOR SALE 

1973 Mercedes Benz 280C Coupe. One Owner. Runs and drives great. In 
mint condition inside and out. It has always been kept in the garage 
since purchased. It has been driven and treated as a classic since the 
early 1990s. Asking $20.000.00. Contact Harold at 949-813-7766 for 
more information. Shown by appointment only 

VERY CLEAN 1991 560SEC IS BEING OFFERED FOR SALE 

This excellent example of a 560SEC has been driven only 112,000 miles since new. 
Current owner has owned the car for the past 20 plus years, and has all the records. All 
original except for a professionally installed Alpine CD player. Recent work completed, new 
Michelin tires, hood pad, brakes, battery and oil change. Car Fax available, always 
garaged and car cover, same mechanic for twenty years. Selling because owner does not 
have time to drive the car as it should be. Prefers to sell to a club member who will 
appreciate the automobile. 

ASKING $28,000 Contact Rita at 858-472-7970 
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OCEAN 
BEACH BOAT 
& AUTO 
UPHOLSTER 
Y 

Since1947 

DAVID SKOGLUND 
4838 Voltaire Street 
San Diego, CA 92107 

(619) 223-9797
dave@obupholstery.com

FOR SALE 

R-107 POLISHED AIR FILTER
HOUSING

Will fit the 560SL, 450SL 
and the 380SL 

First $200.00 
takes this CALL 

KEVIN AT 
858-232-9271 

mailto:dave@obupholstery.com
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SALE OR WANT ADS: 
Personal classified ads (sale or wanted) are FREE 
exclusively for MBCA members. NO commercial 

or business sales allowed in the classified ad 
section. 

Business advertising is available at competitive 
rates. Please contact the Treasurer for latest ad 

rates. 
If you want to place a personal ad in the “for sale” 

Mail Steve Ross inewsx@sbcglobal.net Please 
contact Steve every month to continue your AD 

We are always looking for volunteers to help out 
with ideas, planning, and coordinating events. 

If you would like to feature your 
Mercedes- Benz vehicle(s) in this 

Newsletter with an interesting story or 
photo, please submit in digital format via 

e-mail to:
inewsx@sbcglobal.net 

We would love to get to know you & your 
Mercedes- Benz. Come to an event and ask us 

how to obtain a FREE 
name badge. Maybe even a free beverage. 

Can't wait to have a really “Cool” MBCA name 
badge? Here’s how to order one: Go to the 

MBCA website www.mbca.org, 
log on, click on Store, click on MBCA Event 

Equipment Store and scroll down and click on 
the Name Badge. 

You are now in the order form. 

Second method: Log onto MBCA website and 
enter Name Badge in the search box at upper 

right hand corner of screen, click on the 
Magnifying Glass icon and this will take you to the 
order form OR you may call 800- 637-2360, ask for 

Ryanne Dias, She will take your order. 
All payments are made via credit card. 

mailto:inewsx@sbcglobal.net
mailto:inewsx@sbcglobal.net
http://www.mbca.org/


Schedule of Events 
MBCA – San Diego Section 

Our motto “Have it your way, as long as it’s FUN!” Always 
remember…this is YOUR club. Events highlighted in red are not 
official events, but you may want to attend. 

New ideas or changes please contact a Board Member! 
Note: All dates may be subject to change 

EVENT DATE 2022 EVENT DESCRIPTION EVENT 
CHAIR/COORDINATOR 

August 7 

August 21 

Membership luncheon 

Monterey week 

Steve 

All 
September 11 Coastal tour Rudy Hradecky and Steve 

October 15 Lips Steve and Rudy Hradecky 

November 12 American Heritage Rallye Steve 

December TBD Holiday Party Rudy and Dana 

SEE YA ON 
THE ROAD 
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