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Coming Events

May 17, 2015
Tampa Museum of Art

Norman Rockwell Exhibit
Tampa, FL

June 6, 2015
Tampa  BayAuto Museum

& Lunch
Pinellas Park, FL

July 19, 2015
Ringling Circus Museum 

& Dinner
Sarasota, FL

The Rally 
See Page 6 

Outside Stetson Mansion-
Pages 8 & 9 



  
 2  April/May 2015

Officers
President  Dan Cabrera
 813-480-3484
                 dcabrera2@tampabay.rr.com

Vice President   
 Paul J. Cooper 
 727-726-6837
 PaulJCooper@verizon.net

Secretary Lynn Hutchinson
 727-726-6711
 dhutch@verizon.net

Treasurer  Pat Tornblom
 727-856-5584
                   ptornblom@tampabay.rr.com

Past President
 Dave Hutchinson

Newsletter Editor
 Linda B. Cooper 
 727-726-6837
 LindaBCooper@verizon.net

Chairpersons
Membership 
 Paul J. Cooper
 727-726-6837
 PaulJCooper@verizon.net

Activities  Lynn Hutchinson

Photography
 Dave Hutchinson

Historian  Lynn Hutchinson

Technical  
 
 

Legal Advisor
 Dick Wolverton

Webmaster
 Dan Cabrera
 dcabrera2@tampabay.rr.com

SE Regional Director
 Pierre Hedary
 407-765-2867
 mbownersforlife
 @bellsouth.net

About the Newsletter
The Tampa Bay Section, Mercedes-Benz 
Club of America, Inc. publishes this bi-
monthly newsletter in even-numbered 
months. Opinions expressed are those of 
the authors. Express permission is hereby 
granted to other Sections of the Mercedes-
Benz Club of America to reprint articles 
contained herein, without exception. Articles 
of general interest are solicited for inclusion 
in the newsletter, and should be mailed to 
the Editor or e-mailed to  LindaBCooper@
verizon.net. Copy deadline is the first day of 
even numbered months.

An Overview of the Club
Established in 1956, MBCA has more 
than 20,500 members in over 84 sections 
across the nation. These local sec-
tions organize hundreds of events each 
year, ranging from social gatherings to 
specialized technical sessions. We’re a 
not-for-profit organization.

Join the Club
Enroll as a member of MBCA for:
One Year $49
Two Years $95
Three Years $139 
Call 800-637-2360

Local Activities
Your dues include membership in the sec-
tion of your choice. Each section publish-
es a newsletter with news of its activities 
and its year-round calendars of events, in-
cluding rallies, defensive driving courses, 
car shows, technical sessions, and dinner 
meetings. Many sections host special 
events. Any MBCA member may attend 
any section,  regional, or national event.

Mercedes-Benz
Roadside Assistance
Call 1-800-FOR-MERCEDES

24 hours a day.

NOTE: The night for the monthly business meeting is the FIRST MONDAY 
of each month (except for September and sometimes July & January when it 
moves up 1 week) and is open to all members. We go to a nearby restaurant for 
dinner after the meeting. Please join us and help us with your input.

May 17  Sunday 1PM
 Tampa Museum of Art
  Tampa, FL

See details in THIS issue
Jun 1 Monday 6:30PM 
 Business Meeting & Dinner 
 Crown Eurocars 
 6001 34th Street North
 St Petersburg, FL

Jun 6  Saturday 10 AM
 Tampa Bay Auto Museum
  Pinellas Park, FL

See details in THIS issue
Jul 6 Monday 6:30PM 
 Business Meeting & Dinner 
 Crown Eurocars 

Jul 19  Sunday 3 PM
 Ringling Circus Museum
 Sarasota, FL

See details in THIS issue

Important Dates

Aug  3 Monday 6:30PM 
 Business Meeting & Dinner 
 Crown Eurocars

Sep  14 Monday 6:30PM 
 Business Meeting & Dinner 
 Crown Eurocars

Oct 2 Monday 6:30PM 
 Business Meeting & Dinner 
 Crown Eurocars

Nov 2 Monday 6:30PM 
 Business Meeting & Dinner 
 Crown Eurocars
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President’s Message

 Each of you reading this message hears my constant theme 
about the exciting monthly events and the fun we have visiting 
places around Florida. The best part, in my opinion, is social-
izing with some great people and making new friends. If you 
haven’t been to one of our events, I urge you to join us at our 
next one. Lately we have been averaging approximately 40 
members attending each event.
 In March, we went to Deland and toured the Stetson Man-
sion. The new owners have made some changes to the design 
while trying to maintain the original character of the mansion. 
The docent explained that the changes were made to update and 
upgrade the mansion and grounds for maintenance reasons and to 
introduce some modern features. Everything they did seemed to 
compliment the original structure. 
 The weekend was not over. Many of us stayed in Deland 
overnight at a new Hampton Inn. After dinner in the historic 
downtown district, we gathered at the Hampton Inn’s guest 
seating area were we pooled our bottles of wine and snacks and 
spent the evening socializing.
 The next morning we headed to Mims to visit a private car 
collection. The owner guided us through his garages and grounds 
as he talked about his approximately 170 vehicles from the 50s 
and 60s. I was in awe of these beautiful vehicles. They came 
from an era when vehicles had individual style and character….
the days when you saw a car you could immediately identify the 
year, make and model. I had forgotten how large some of them 
were. 
 Rally Master, Scott Suits, did another outstanding job of 
planning and executing our spring road rally. The winners are 
posted elsewhere in this newsletter; but I will tell you that Deb-
bie and I finished in second place!! We ended the road rally at 
the Pier 22 restaurant in Bradenton. Scott scored the papers and 
announced the winners. First to Fourth place received a small 
prize donated by Lokey Mercedes in Clearwater, and a gift card 
for dinner at a popular restaurant chain. 
 In May we are visiting the Tampa Museum of Art, where we 
will see a collection of works by Norman Rockwell. June takes 
us to the Tampa Bay Auto Museum in Pinellas Park. We will 
go to the Ringling Circus Museum in Sarasota during July. Our 
ticket for this event will give you access to other museums lo-
cated on the grounds. It goes without saying, all events end with 
us having lunch or dinner together. Information for these events 
can be found in this newsletter. Please join us.
 I remind you if you have an idea of a place to go, please 
email us with your suggestion(s).

 Dan

Welcome 
New Members!
Orion Ayer • St. Petersburg
Hugh Bell • Seminole
Jim Charney • Cortez
Kristie Cline • Tampa
R Warren Eisenhower • St Petersburg
Ricardo Marin • Oldsmar
Peter McCampbell • Saint Petersburg
Ej Miller • New Port Richey
Stephen Olson • Sarasota
Julie Piper • Saint Petersburg
Mark Salman • Lutz
Lawrence Shapiro • Sarasota
Carolyn Shockey • Npr
Terry Stephens • Gulfport
Clayton Lee Vannes • Tampa
Tyler Weggel • Saint Petersburg

Above are the new  and renewed members from March 
1 through, April 30, 2015.We look forward to meeting 
the new members and hope to keep seeing our renewed 
members at many of our events. – Editor

Renewed Members
David Cawley • Tampa
Joseph Colwell • Palm Harbor
Joyce Cooper • Clearwater
C. Timothy Corcoran • Tampa
Frank Fitzhenry • Safety Harbor
Ken Hackett • Ellenton
Gene Heil • Treasure Island
James Hightower • Clearwater
Alan Hoffberger • Saint Petersburg
Alden Jameson • Safety Harbor
Roger Jester • Tarpon Springs
Robert Lewis • Sebring
James Moslener • Apollo Beach
George Orndorff • Parrish
Raymond Otto • Pinellas Park
Nancilou Patton • Homosassa
Victoria Ross • Lakewood Ranch
Charles Sambrook • Sun City Center
Richard Schmitz • Bonita Springs
Bill Schmus • Lakewood Ranch
Marcia Schulz • Oldsmar
Keith Wood • Hernando
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Details:  The Tampa Bay Automobile Museum, 
located in the Tampa, Clearwater, St. Petersburg area 
of west central Florida, features a unique collection 
of vintage cars and vehicles that demonstrate special 
creativity and imagination in their history and engi-
neering. They include pioneering front wheel drive and 
rear engine cars from the 1920s and 1930s, and each 
vehicle was chosen based on the engineering achieve-
ments that made it an important part of the evolution of 

the automobile. These are the cars that set the standards for the engineering of automobiles today. Visitors enjoy a provocative 
blend of art and science in over 12,000 square feet of gallery space.
 For those of you who participated in the rally last month, this is was one of the answers to the clues. After our tour we will 
drive to St. Petersburg - about 8 miles - to Square 1 Burgers & Bar for lunch.

Directions: Editor: I put the address in Google Maps, Mapquest & my iPhone and they all found the museun address. Please 
test your GPS/phone before the day of the event. The restaurant is about 8 miles and a 20 minute drive from the museum.

Important Info
 WHEN: Saturday June 6, 2015
 WHERE: Tampa Bay Automobile Museum
  3301 Gateway Centre Blvd, 
  Pinellas Park, FL 33782
  727--579-8226 • www.tbauto.org
  Square 1 Burgers & Bar, 
  3942 Tyrone Blvd • St. Pete, FL 33709
  727-345-1011 • www.square1burgers.com/
 COST: $5.00/person for guided museum tour
 CALL: Dave Hutchinson • Cell 727-420-0424  
  dhutch@verizon.net
 TIME: 10:00 AM museum tour 
  Noon for lunch 
 RESERVE BY: June 1st 

Make check payable to:
Tampa Bay Section MBCA

Mail by June 1, 2015 to: 
Dave & Lynn Hutchinson

2104 Flamingo Place
Safety Harbor, FL 34695

Tampa Bay Automobile Museum & Lunch 
Saturday June 6, 2015 

 Name(s) __________________________________________________________

 Phone _______________________        Cell Phone________________________

 Email ____________________________________________________________

 Address __________________________________________________________

 ________@ $ 5 /person museum tour ___________ Enclosed 

 I/we will be staying for lunch    Yes       No 

Tampa Bay Automobile Museum & Lunch
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 Name ____________________________________________________________

 Phone _______________________        Cell Phone________________________

 Email ____________________________________________________________

 Address __________________________________________________________

       $20/person  ___________ Enclosed   I/we will be staying for dinner   Yes       No

Make check payable to:
Tampa Bay Section MBCA

Mail by July 12, 2015 to: 
Ben Berman

4223 MacKay Falls Ter
Sarasota, FL 34243-4260

Ringling Circus Museum Tour & Dinner 
July 19, 2015

Details:  Remember the excitement of visiting the 
circus for the first time? Their docents recreate that experi-
ence when they introduce you to the history and magic of 
life under the big top. 40-minutes of pure joy, this tour is scheduled for us at 3:00 PM. Museum Admission includes entry to the 
Museum of Art, Circus Museum, Ca’d’Zan and Bayfront Gardens.  
  The $20.00 entrance listed here is a special group rate. Ben will pay for all the tickets at the same time. For those of you 
who would like to see the other areas of this awesome museum, Ben will be on hand around beginning at noon with your ticket. 
Look for him inside the entrance.

Directions: Editor: I put the address in Google Maps, Mapquest & my iPhone and they all found the museum address. Please 
test your GPS/phone before the day of the rally. If you are lost call the museum for directions.

Important Info
 WHEN: Sunday, July 19, 2015
 WHERE: Ringling Museum of Art
  5401 Bay Shore Rd, Sarasota, FL
  941-359-5700 • www.ringling.org/
  Barnacle Bill’s Seafood
  5050 N Tamiami Trail Sarasota, FL
 COST: $20.00/person for museum entrance
 CALL: Ben Berman • H 941-355-2469 
  Cell: 941-266-5814 • Bib1946@aol.com
 TIME: 3:00 PM for guided circus tour 
  4:30 PM gather for dinner 
 RESERVE BY: July 12th 

Ringling Circus Museum Tour & Dinner
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Above:  Bob & Cath-
erine Martino with 
Scott Suits as he 
figures the winners
Left:  Michael Gulick, 
Don Eckerson, Debbie 
Cabrera, Splash Eck-
erson, Lynn Hutchin-
son, Lynn Gulick & 
Connie Dolin

Fun Road Rally & Dinner
Clearwater & Bradenton, FL
April 19, 2015
By Scott Suits

The Spring 2015 rally started at Lokey Motors 
Mercedes-Benz in Clearwater. Participants zig-
zagged south through some out-of-the way areas of 

Clearwater, Pinellas Park, and St. Petersburg. Continuing 
south, the rally led contestants over the Sunshine Skyway 
and Tampa Bay into Manatee County. This 
area is some of Florida’s most remote, pro-
viding open countryside and more of the 
same zigzagging. The rally had 31 course 
changes 33 clues to find names and/or 
numbers that were on signs and buildings 
along the route. 
 The 78.2-mile course ended at the Pier 
22 Restaurant. 45 members enjoyed lunch 
on the patio overlooking the scenic Mana-
tee River in Bradenton. Some low-point 
scores were caused by getting off course and participants 
were deducted 1.5 points per one/tenth of a mile over the 
pre-determined mileage of the course. 
 Thanks to Lokey Motors first- and second-place win-
ners’ gifts, and for allowing us to launch from their dealer-
ship in Clearwater. Awards were given out to the top four; 
all of the places are as follows: 

First with 516 points: Gary & Connie Dolin
Second  with 504 points: Dan & Debbie Cabrera
Third (tied) with 502.5 points each : Dave & Lynn 
Hutchinson and Paul & Linda cooper
Fourth with 493.5 points: Roger Baker & Jen Merlino

All event photos in this issue 
taken by Dave Hutchinson. 

Above:  The winners Dan & Debbie Cabrera, Connie Dolin, 
Lynn Hutchinson, Gary Dolin, Dave Hutcinson, Paul & Linda 
Cooper and Jen Merlino & Roger Baker
Below: Nick Alexander, Karen Stotsky-McBride, Splash 
& Don Eckerson, Krissy Bacon, Lou Dughi and Sue & Ric 
Garland

Above:  Bob & Anna Belts, Paul & Marianne 
Frontzcak and Victoria & Norm Ross

continued on page 7
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Above:  Splash Eckerson with their 2013, First 
Year for Sixth Generation SL Roadster, New 
R231 Platform, New All-Aluminum Body Design, 
New V-8 BiTurbo Engine, New Turbine-In-
spired Wheel Option, Gold Interior/Exterior, 
Featured Car on MB Brochure

Left: 300SL Roadster.....
Wow
Below: Don’s comment - 
Don’t we wish!! 
Watch the next issue for 
more photos taken by Don 
& Splash

The rest of the participants and their points:
Michael & Lynn Gulick – 480
Ric & Sue Garland – 477 
Karen Stotsky-McBide & Nick Alexander – 468
Don & Margaret (Splash) Eckerson – 463.5 
Jim and Nancy Merada – 381
Norm and Victoria Ross – 111
Neal & Michele Dion – 24 (high mileage)
DNF (because of no ending mileage or personal interruption): 
Pat Tornblom & Bonnie Syak and Bob & Anna Beltz

 I hope everyone enjoyed running the rally as much as I did put-
ting it on.

continued from page 6

Amelia Island Concours d’Elegance
Amelia Island, GA
March 2015
By Don Eckerson

The Amelia Island Concours d’Elegance is held each 
March, just north of Jacksonville. As car show en-
thusiasts, we had heard of Amelia, but never thought 

of participating. MBCA announced room for forty SL’s 
and we surprisingly got picked. Our car show experience 
has been limited to vintage cars, but our SL is a late model. 
As it turned out, our sixth generation SL made an interest-
ing contrast with the highly collectable SLs like the 300SL 
Gullwing. 
 This year’s Amelia honored Formula One racing 
legend, Stirling Moss. Moss was the greatest racing driver 
of his time. In the view of many, one of the greatest of all 
time. He graciously autographed our Certificate of 
Participation.
 His stories are many. Here’s one many may 
remember. The Mercedes Benz 300SLR was intro-
duced in 1955 to Formula One racing by winning 
five of the first six races. In the 24-hour race at 
LeMans, Moss and Jaun Fangio were teammates 
with #722 300SLR. Pierre Levegh and John Fitch 
were partners in the other SLR. Early in the race, 
Levegh crashed into the crowd resulting in the worst 
accident in sports history. Later in the race, MB 
management decided to respectably shutdown while Moss 
was leading. The accident was so horrific that Mercedes 
Benz stayed arms-length from Formula One racing for 
one-half century. Moss is now happy that Mercedes Benz 
has returned to Formula One and can boast the 2014 World 
Championship.
 The Amelia should be on every member’s “Bucket 
List.” The event is very spectator-friendly with easy park-
ing and shuttle service. Show cars ranged from brand 
new to highly collectable vintage and antique. Two golf 
fairways were covered with very pricey four-wheelers. 
The event got underway with an inspiring rendition of the 
National Anthem followed by a fly-over (Wow…). 
 Fun was had watching a fashion show where guys and 
gals, dressed in era garb, paraded their antique cars. Other 
car related displays took place in and around the impressive 
Ritz Carlton host hotel. The event also had a Sotheby’s auc-
tion where a Ferrari fetched a mere 6.4 million smackers.
 An added pleasant surprise to us was Amelia Island 
itself… a great resort area with terrific restaurants, historic 
venues, you-name-it. Yes, you can still drive your car on 
the beach. We ate seafood at four different restaurants, all 
top notch. We encourage everyone to mark their calendar 
for Amelia next March.
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Stetson Mansion & Car 
Collection Tour
Deland & Mims, FL
March  21-22, 2015
By Linda Cooper

The Parade Magazine insert in the Sunday paper ran 
an article in May of 2014 listing the best tourist 
places – one for each of the 50 states. Florida was 

not in the printed copy so as I was logging on to the parade.
com web site I was trying to guess what major tourist 
attraction was listed for Florida – Disney, Universal, and 
Busch Gardens were some of the few that went through my 
mind. Much to my surprise it was the tour of Stetson man-
sion in the little town of Deland Florida. At our next meet-
ing I brought this up as a weekend club event. Since 2014 
was already planned we chose March 2015. Len Berman 
then suggested the Robert Shearer private car collection 
tour for Sunday morning before heading home since Mims, 
FL is only 45 minutes South of Deland.
 Between a mistaken cancellation of the car collection 
tour, the inability to get in contact for several months with 
the brand new Hampton Inn scheduled to open in January 
2015, the fact that the owners of Stetson mansion did not 
tell me that we were limited to 25 in our tour, and that some 
were stuck in a huge traffic jam on I-4 on the way – I was 
sure this weekend was doomed! The tour of the mansion 
was terrific, and the docent entertaining and very knowl-
edgeable. There was no indoor photography so you will 
have to check out their website to view the inside. They 
told us that the Christmas decorations are awesome and 
some of us talked about going back for another tour during 
that time.
 The Hampton proved a gra-
cious host and we had our wine & 
snacks before dinner in the lobby/
breakfast area (some of our rooms 
were not ready at check-in), which 
we continued after dinner! Byte 
Modern Bistro provided a great 
dinner & service although our 
end of the table was in a location 
where the sound just bounced off 
the walls. Deland is a cute not-
so-little town that we all decided 
warranted more exploration.
 Sunday, after our included breakfast at the Hampton, 
most of us headed to Mims for our tour of the Robert 
Shearer cars. Directions led us to acres of land just about 
in the middle of nowhere!! On the property were several 
houses and huge warehouse buildings, one of which is a 
restoration center complete with paint spray booth with 
computerized mixing to achieve the exact original color, an 

Left: Catherine & Bob Martino and 
Colleen & Scott Lowry
Below:  Pat & Greg Watson, & Connie 
Dolin

Right: Debbie 
& Marsh Houck

upholstery shop, and several car lifts for the mechanical restorations. 
Robert has 100+ restored American cars from the 50’s and 60’s and 
about 150 + waiting to be done. It was a site to see and brought back 
many memories of our childhood/teenage years.
 Many of us followed Michael & Lynn Gulick to Sanford, FL for 
a lunch on the way home at Willow Inn, their favorite German restau-
rant. We all decided we need to learn/see more of Sanford and bring 
all of you to this restaurant.
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Above left: Tim Gorske in his authentic Stetson
Above: Gary & Connie Dolin modeling Tim’s hat.

Above right: Robert Shearer
Above: Lynn Gulick, Lynn Hutchinson & Debbie 
Cabrera
Below: Robert explaining the paint mixing

Above: Michael Gulick & Bob Martino inspecting a truck!!
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For Sale
Any member wishing to place an ad in the newsletter for au-
tomobiles and/or related equipment for sale, may do so at 
no charge by sending a typed or printed copy to the Editor 
no later than the 10th of the odd number months. 

FOR SALE  – Bonnie & Dick Wolverton cars 2007 S-550, 
55k miles, Options include parktronis backup camera, 
Iridium silver; all services at Crown. $26,000.  2003 SLK32 
AMG black, 53k miles, all service Crown, new tires, 349 
hp, very good condition. Great for driving events. $15,250. 
Call Dick (H) 727-896-1995, (O) 727-823-1399 or dick-
wolv@aol.com
FOR SALE - - Like new Hard top carrier for 1986-1987 
SL..$75.00 + shipping...brand new dash cover for same ve-
hicles... $75.00 + Shipping... Call Bob 209-3131 or e-mail 
me at sameoldbob@ yahoo.com
FOR SALE – 1984 500SL dark blue w/tan interiors, 2 tops, 
160K miles, always garaged, 2 sets of wheels, $7,500. 727-
864-1622 (St. Petersburg, FL) call Bob Alexander for appt
FOR SALE – Chris Tornblom’s car – 1 left:  1984 SEC 500 
- fully loaded - car runs great heated seats, new tires. Call 
Pat 727-856-5584 to see this beauty.

FOR SALE - Like new 4 rims for 2005 SLK 350 10 spoke 
original rims only 22,000 miles on them for $200.00 plus 
shipping  Call Bob at (352) 875-9689
FOR SALE - 2005 SLK 350. SUPER clean -auto -7 spd-V6 
268 HP -Black  -Beige interior; Harman/Kardon sounds- 
21,650 miles. $21K Call John @ 941-755-9154
FOR SALE - BECKER GRAND PRIX AM-FM stereo/cas-
sette car radio.  OEM for 1980s Mercedes, Porsche and Audi 
cars, perfect working condition. Checked out by Becker tech-
nicians. $250. Call Dr. Anthony LoBalbo in Beverely Hills, 
FL at 914-548-5450.cell or e-mail:  anth1634@aol.com.

SERVICE & REPAIR OF: 
 
 
 

• Free Estimates 

• Factory Trained Technicians 

• Family Owned & Operated Since 1994 

• Specializing In Historic German Cars 

• Call 547-0818 For An Appointment Today 

GERMAN TECH, INC. • 10881 75th Street North • Largo, FL 33777 
Business Hours: Mo-Fr 7:30 am - 5:30 pm • (727) 547-0818 • info@germantech.com 

YOUR ONE STOP 
FOR ALL YOUR GERMAN CAR NEEDS 
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April 2015
by Ric Garland

What are your expectations? Pride in a car for show? 
Wanting a car for daily driving, or just special 
occasions? All-weather use or just for sunny days? 

Parking outside, in the shade, or indoors (exposure to weather 
and sea air or ozone?).

 Write down why you like a certain model. Do you want a 
specific drive train, or will you accept an alternate if the car is 
the best pick you have visited/driven.

 Do your homework. Go on the Internet and discover if 
there is a club or special group dedicated to the particular 
chassis. Investigate the model history by year. Depending on 
the vintage of the car, adapting to emissions regulations and 

Member Car Spotlight

Safety Harbor, FL
by Dave Hutchinson

Ric Garland’s passion for the Mercedes Benz product goes way 
back to the 1950s. In the midcentury he was intrigued by a 220S, 
owned by a gentleman who drove the car across Canada every 

summer. Ric’s history with the Mercedes-Benz product is fascinating. He 
visited the Geneva Auto Show in 1963 and was impressed by the style and 
utility of the Pagoda 230SL, which was introduced at that show. 

 Ric purchased a 250S in 1967 that he used as a daily driver and hunt-
ing vehicle with a 4-dog kennel built on the trunk! In 1969 he upgraded to 
a 280S, followed by a 280SL hardtop that he resold for the purchase price 
after driving the car just 67,000 miles.

 Ric joined the Mercedes Benz Club of America in the 
1990s to search for contacts and information to service his 1969 
280S. Later, he owned a 1992 300TE 4-Matic wagon that he 
replaced a few years later with a newer version after road salt 
took its toll on the earlier wagon in his origins north of Montreal, 
Canada.

 In 2000, after a six month internet search Ric finally found the 
beautiful light blue 1971 280SL model pictured here. He has up-
graded the car with a 5 speed manual transmission. The car has just 
reached 75,000 miles. 

 These are not all of the Mercedes that the Ric has owned. He also 
has a 2003 ML 350, purchased in 2005, and a 2010 R Bluetec 4-Ma-
tic. Ric’s passion has also included the 50th Anniversary MBCA trip 

to Germany and several visits to Mercedes Benz World near London. His 
wife’s family lives in Scotland so they visit every couple of years. So, after 
two classic and 3 not-yet-classic Mercedes Benz automobiles, it is pretty 
obvious that Ric is hooked on Benz!

 If you would like me to feature your Mercedes-Benz in a future 
Tampa Bay Star Magazine, send me an e-mail at dhutch@verizon.net.

safety constraints can influence the drivability of a car. Mercedes builds 
its cars to be sold for an average of 10 years in each market. Often, the 
last year of a model will have more of the previous options as standard 
equipment. Do not judge a car by the supposed model year, but rather 
by the date of assembly marked on the VIN plate, as this date tells 
you how long the car has been exposed to the real world. In Germany, 
Mercedes will store a new car in an open shed for months, to accom-
modate an overseas delivery. But as a manufacturer, they want to ship 
the completed car into its market as soon as they can. It may, however, 
sit in the port of entry holding area for weeks before going by open 
transport to a dealer. Is the car shrink wrapped? This can be a benefit or 
a curse, depending on the climate during this time.

 Now you have chosen a particular car model. How do you deter-
mine its condition?

 First, find a way to drive some samples. Every car has its own 
characteristics. While a thorough mechanical evaluation should be 
undertaken, it helps to know where to look for model-specific signs of 

Benz Purchasing Tips

continued on page 12



We’re Crown Eurocars. We’ve been selling and
servicing Mercedes-Benz for  decades. We’re
passionate about what we do. It’s this kind of
dedication for German vehicles and 
engineering that sets Crown Eurocars apart
from everyone else. 

If you’re considering a new Mercedes-Benz or
a Certified Pre-Owned Mercedes-Benz, don’t
settle for anything less than Crown Eurocars. 

Crown Eurocars. The Better Way To Buy.

800.330.2887
w w w . C r o w n E u r o c a r s . c o m

6001 34th Street North St. Petersburg, FL 33714

neglect or maintenance. Find out if there are technical Service Bul-
letins applicable to the chassis. Get the car history from the Mer-
cedes dealer and see if the work has been carried out.

 So now you have a car to evaluate. Make a check list of points 
to inspect (adrenalin tends to let you skip over items, as the sight of 
the car raises your pulse). Take your time. You want to drive the car, 
but also remove all the floor mats and trunk mat and the spare tire 
and look with a magnifying glass and flashlight for telltale signs of 
maintenance, repair or modification. Take copious notes, as you may 
need to evaluate several cars over a period of weeks. Take pictures 
of everything. Use a tape measure and plastic caliper to measure 
panel gaps-are they within specification, or a sign of a repair done 
without a jig?

 Some things, like tires and exhaust, can be improved according 
to your budget. Miss-aligned panels welded in place can lead to wa-
ter intrusion and can cost the same as your purchase price, or more, 
to remedy.

 Rely on the experience of other owners. Your jurisdiction may 
insist on a safety inspection. The report may demand repair before 
local registration. Depending on the vintage of your car, the local 
MB dealer may not be experienced with your model. They may say 
parts are “No Longer Available.” Then contact the Classic Center, 
or advertisers in The Star Magazine. Often, they know the original 
vendor and can suggest other sources of OEM parts. The MB dealer 
may quote a price, but the same part may be available elsewhere for 
half this amount.

 Once the car is registered, you will have to make a decision to 
keep it original or upgrade to more modern status. Air conditioning, 
sound systems, and connectivity, Euro parts such as lights, or the 
addition of aftermarket items (fender lip chrome) are all options. 

You will have checked the age of the tire rubber, including the 
spare, before purchase. Tires age and are believed to be worn out 
after 6 years, not by the tread depth but by exposure to the air and 
chemical reduction in grip. If you want to upsize - the Plus One 
trend - be careful. It may seem like a good idea, but on some cars 
the change in profile causes rubbing interference with the steering/
suspension under full lock and spring compression. A knowledge-
able person for this chassis knows where to look.

 Finding and owning a Classic Mercedes can bring great plea-
sure driving and pride of ownership. The Best or Nothing slogan 
seen today goes both ways. Do your homework on the history of a 
model and you will meet many interesting and knowledgeable peo-
ple. It is optimal if you know more about the model you desire than 
the individual that has one for sale. Just keep in mind, the real price 
for a bargain is not the amount listed in Hemmings or The Star, but 
a sum that relates to the condition of the car you are considering.

continued from page 11


