
 

 

   
August 19th  

Legends of the Autobahn,  
Monterey, CA 

 
August 20th  

Arrive & Drive / Willamette  
Valley drive to NW Mogfest  

10a-2p approx. 
Sheridan, OR 

 
September 10th 
Board Meeting 

10am 
MB of Wilsonville 

 
September 17th 

Camas Wings and Wheels 
10a-2p 

Camas, WA 
 

September 24th 
Oregon Festival of Cars 

10a– 3pm 
Bend, OR 

 
October 8th 

Fall Drive Mt Adams 
Time TBA 

Washington 

Upcoming Events 

Inside This Issue 

 
Drive & Arrive………….1,6 & 7 
New Members…………...…...2 
Board Meeting………………..2 
Presidents Message……...….3 
Vintage Festival Recap……...5 
Seattle Regional Show & 
Shine…………………………..5 
Oregon Festival of Cars……..8 
Camas Wings & Wheels…....9 
Classified Ads……………….11 
 

 August Drive and Arrive  
(Ending at a totally Unique Event) 

By Stacy Rollins, Portland Section 
 
.Join us on Saturday morning, August 20

th
, for a club driving trip over the dale and 

through the woods via the backroads of the Willamette Valley.  Our destination is in 
Sheridan Oregon – and the destination is a totally unique experience . 
 
This drive has two starting points: one in Wilsonville for our Portland area members, 
and another starting point on the south side of Salem half-way through the drive.  This 
is to encourage members from Salem, Albany, Corvallis and Eugene to participate.  
We haven’t seen too many members from “down the valley” lately, and this drive with a 
second starting point was designed just for you! 
 
Continued on page 6 & 7 
 
RSVP to: Stacy Rollins 
  503-645-0675 
  stacy@stacyrollins.com 

Saturday August 20th - Drive to Sheridan / Mogfest NW  

mailto:stacy@stacyrollins.com
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Mercedes-Benz Club  
of America,  

Portland Section 

Officers: 
 
President 
 Ron Woodruff……………….503-708-8151 
 ronwoodruff9@gmail.com 
  
Vice President 
  TBD 
 
Secretary/Treasurer 
 Kenneth Holtan (2015)………360-574-6168 
 kennethholtan@comcast.net 
 
Board of Directors: (Expiration Year) 
 Stacy Rollins (2017) ………..503-645-0675 
 stacy@stacyrollins.com 
  
 Mike Spicer (2017) ………….503-550-1403 
 mike_p_spicer@hotmail.com 
 
 Ron Woodruff (2017)………..503-708-8151 
 rbwgroup1@yahoo.com 
 
 David Abarr (2017)………….541-981-1919 
                 abarr63@comcast.net 
 
 Kenneth Holtan (2017)………360-574-6168 
 kennethholtan@comcast.net 
 
                Paul Pietrowski  (2017)………360-609-1463  
              spietro122@comcast.net 
 
Northwest Regional Director: 
 Barry Patchett……………….250-246-5329 
 bmpatchett@shaw.ca 
 
Newsletter Editor/Advertising: 
 David Abarr…………………...541-981-1919   
 abarr63@comcast.net  
 
Portland Section Webmaster: 
 David Abarr…………………...541-981-1919   
 abarr63@comcast.net  
  
Membership: 
 Pam Burback………………..503-236-1737 
 burbs5@aol.com 
 
Historian: 
 Jim Thompson……………...503-694-3181 
 jim814817@hotmail.com 
 
Past President: 
 Rus Eppler ...……………….503-720-3637 
   
 
  

The Northwestern Star is the official publication of the Portland 
Section, Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Inc., and is provided 
solely for the benefit of its members.  Opinions are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily represent those of the publisher 
or MBCA, Inc.  
 
We encourage submissions, articles and photos from our mem-
bers. Deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month, care of 
the editor.  We reserve the right to edit or refuse submissions 
and/or advertising.   Copyright © MBCA Portland Section.  All 
rights  reserved.  

Welcome, New Members 

Steve Castellanos           Medford  
Michael Chappelle          Bend 
Raymond Guenther        Lake Oswego 
Bruce Jividen                 Portland 
Eileen Moriarty               Portland 
John Stoltz                     Bend 

September Board  
Meeting  

The next Portland Section Board Meeting is Saturday, 

September 10th 2016 at 10AM at Mercedes Benz of 

Wilsonville located at 25035 SW Parkway Ave, 

Wilsonville, OR 97070   We invite all members to 

attend a board meeting to provide suggestions on 

how we can improve the club and provide ideas for 

upcoming events.  



 

 NORTHWESTERN STAR  AUGUST 2016 PAGE  3 

President’s Message  

Concerning Fog Lights, Steering Wheels, and Radios   
(Part 1)  
  
Summer is here and it’s time for us to do some top-down - or up - cruising to our favorite 
Cars and Coffee location, or maybe at Beaches/PIR on Wednesday nights.    
  
My last two-part article explored some of the fun of making our Mercedes-Benz the way 
we like it regarding color, factory options, accessories, etc.  Continuing in that same 
vein, and once again bordering on what my wife calls my “car obsession,” I thought I would elaborate some more on a 
few components of that “obsession.”  
  
Starting with steering wheels.  In my opinion a steering wheel is the crown jewel of any dashboard layout.  Think about 
it - what is the first thing you notice when you view a typical interior?  If you’re like me, it is the steering wheel.  
  
Steering wheels can be stock or original.  They can be a Nardi accessory (originally made in Italy), a Momo, or from any 
number of manufacturers.  And they can also be VERY EXPENSIVE!  Price out a Nardi steering wheel and you’ll dis-
cover that the price of a large diameter- size for a 300SE Coupe or cabriolet can be more than most of us spend on 
whole cars. Or just look at the price of a Mercedes star logo horn button on EBay sometime. The function of a steering 
wheels has become much more complex over the years. In the 50’s and 60’s, their function was primarily for steering 
and horn operation.  The mid50’s Mercedes included a turn signal function on the horn ring and the 600 had a function 
that was operated by the rotation of the fluted chrome bezel horn pad.  (I always thought that one of those would look 
really cool on my ’77 450SL.  But, I’m close to that with a chrome bezel horn pad from a mid-60’s W108 sedan).  
  
Then there is the steering wheel on the early 70’s W107 that has a chrome surround of  horn buttons on each side of 
the steering wheel.  I was told the splines may not match up with later models, but don’t know for sure.  However, I do 
know the splines from the earlier W108 models fit the late 70’s W107 models.  
  
In the mid 1960’s, Nardi steering wheels used to come with date stamped on the back of the three-spoke aluminum 
base.  Collectors tell me these are some of the most valuable ones and are highly sought after by “Porsche people.”  I 
had one on my first 1973 BMW 3.0S sedan, which I owned for years.  I spent many hours refinishing it, only to have it 
stolen from another BMW that was in a repair shop parking lot.  
 
To be continued… 
 
Happy motoring Ron 

By Section President Ron Woodruff 
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Win a Mercedes Benz – A great car for a great cause 
World of Speed Motorsports Museum is holding a car raffle to support its innovative and effective education program! 
$25 gives you the opportunity to win a 2016 Mercedes Benz CLA250, one of the most stylish cars on the road today! 
You don’t want to miss this chance, only 5,000 tickets are being sold. The drawing will be on Saturday, August 27

th
, 

2016 at 2pm at World of Speed. 
 

·       Tickets must be purchased in the State of Oregon.   
·       Winner must be 18 or older and does not have to be present to win.  
·       Your car raffle certificate with your raffle number(s) will be sent to you within 3 business days. 

 
Please note: Oregon law requires that only people currently in the state of Oregon may purchase tickets online. 
 
The World of Speed Motorsports Museum which opened in April 2015, offers visitors a behind the scenes view of the 
racing world. We feature historic racecars, boats, and motorcycles that tell the story of America’s motorsports culture 
and leadership in the world of motorsports. We encompass drag racing, road racing, land speed, motorcycle racing, 
open wheel, NASCAR, and hydroplanes.  
 
We also offer an innovative education program designed to utilized STEM and career technical education (CTE) in a 
rich, experiential learning environment that inspires students’ curiosity and equips them with real-world skills. 
 
A special thanks to Mercedes-Benz Wilsonville for their generous donation in support of our efforts. For 
questions, or more information, contact Paul Morris at paul@worldofspeed.org or at 503.563.6452 

 

mailto:paul@worldofspeed.org
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By David Abarr ,Portland Section 

A somewhat sunny slightly windy day greeted Port-
land section member’s at Portland International 
Raceway on July 9th. In attendance was Harry 
Cordon and his ML350 and his buddy Randy Kur-
nasaki . Greg Buechler’s nephews Berend & 
Hunter Schaefer had Aunt Nancy's C230.  Bill 
Loppnow and his black W204 C250.  Greg’s 
SLK280 (Sunhilde), David Abarr’s SLK230, and 
Tom Layton had his SLK350.  Both R171s have 
manual transmissions. 
 
My first year going to this event I got to know mem-
bers I have never met and enjoyed my after noon 
with Tom Layton who drives all the way from Med-
ford to attend this event.  
 
Greg's report from Sunday the 10th: 
 
“Temperatures in the sixties with light breezes were 
perfect for spectators and wonderful for race cars, 
too...even a hard-luck Jaguar XK-120.  The owner 
is from Reno, and has no budget for a tow rig...so 
he drives the car to and from PIR for this week-
end.  He was chasing a radiator leak all weekend, 
and finally seemed to have it sorted this morn-
ing.  He ran in his class on Sunday, starting at the 
back of the grid since he was unable to qualify on 
Saturday.  He picked up two positions before the 
end, slid the car gloriously and oh so gently coming 
out of Turn Twelve onto the front straight, and ran 
an uneventful race.  We all hope that his drive back 
to Reno is equally as uneventful.” 
 
 
 

Portland Vintage  
Festival @ PIR Recap 

Annual Regional Show 
and Shine 

Sunday, August 14th, 10:00 am, Nile Country 
Club, Mountlake Terrace  
 
Are you ready to experience the delight of viewing dozens of 
Mercedes-Benz’ spanning a half century of design all in one 
place?  If so, come join us for the Seattle Section’s Annual Re-
gional Show & Shine at the Nile Golf & Country Club just north 
of Seattle.  In addition to the largest area display of Mercedes-
Benz owned by MBCA Northwest Region members, this event 
offers People’s Choice voting with awards & trophies, local 
dealer & vendor displays, gift basket ticket sales with proceeds 
to support our charity of the year, and door prizes & demonstra-
tions.  
 
Now is the time to pre-register your cars and to reserve a West-
ern BBQ lunch by Nile Catering featuring Texas Style BBQ Bris-
ket, Pulled BBQ Pork Sandwiches, Tangy Citrus BBQ Chicken, 
Pineapple Corn Muffins w/Honey Butter, Vegetarian Baked 
Beans, Red Potato Salad, Fruit Salad, Soda, Water & Dessert.  
 
Location:  The Nile Golf & Country Club, 6601 244th Street 
SW, Mountlake Terrace, WA.  Take exit 177 (State Route 104) 
off I-5.  Travel west 3/10ths of a mile and make a right into the 
club. 
 
Registration Fee:  $15 per person for lunch, $10 for registration of your first 
show car and $5 for registration for each additional car you place in the 
show.  Registration and payment is due by Thursday, August 11, 2016 so that 
we can have your registration packet ready and provide the caterers with a lunch 
count.   Registration Form here. 
 
Schedule of Events: 
· 10 AM to 11:30 AM         Benzes are Staged by Category 
· 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM      People’s Choice Judging 
· 12 Noon to 1:00 PM        Picnic Lunch 
· 1:30 PM to 2:00 PM        Announcements, Door Prizes  and Awards  
 
Charity of the Year:   Raffle tickets will be sold for a chance to win a prize bas-
ket to support our selected charity of the year, the Treehouse For 
Kids. Treehouse invests in the lives of young people who have faced the deep 
wounds from a crisis of parenting, by helping them to secure the essential educa-
tion, basic material needs, and social experiences they equally deserve. Their 
website is www.treehouseforkids.org for more information.  If you have a raffle 
item to donate, please contact Debbie Ward atjazznlady@comcast.net or (253) 
278-2314. 
 
Local Hotels:  Our out of town members may enjoy an overnight stay in a near-
by hotel, close to the Nile Golf & Country Club and shopping at the Alderwood 
Mall.  The Embassy Suites Hotel Seattle North/Lynnwood, located at 20610-44th 
Ave W in Lynnwood offers complimentary cooked-to-order breakfast, an evening 
manager’s reception with drinks and appetizers and two room suites starting at 
$159 per night.  Contact them directly at (425) 775-2500 for reservations.  Anoth-
er option is La Quinta Inn located at 4300 Alderwood Mall Boulevard in 
Lynnwood.  They are a pet friendly hotel and offer a continental breakfast with 
rates starting at $109 for a standard room.  Contact them directly at (425) 775-
7447 for reservations.   
 
Whether new or old, a garage queen or a fixer-upper, a concourse car or a daily 
driver, be sure to enter your Mercedes in the show.  The Nile’s easy access loca-
tion, grassy field and superb picnic facilities have helped make this event one of 
the club’s most well attended, and we look forward to meeting and greeting 
members from all across the Northwest.  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/nfjtdj0vdqw4tzj/Show%20n%20Shine%20Registration%202016.jpg?dl=0


 

 AUGUST 2016 NORTHWESTERN STAR  PAGE 6 

Continued from page 1  

The Portland Area Departure Point: 
 
When: Saturday, August 20, at 9:30am 

Where: Starbucks parking lot 

30299 SW Boones Ferry Road 

Wilsonville, OR  97070 

Our point of departure is a Starbucks parking lot on SW Boones Ferry Road in Wilsonville.  The Starbucks shares the lo-
cation with an Albertson’s grocery store.  Both are located directly across the street from the Fred Meyer in Wilsonville. 
 
To get there from Portland and points north, take I-5 south to exit 283 (Wilsonville Road).  At the bottom of the exit ramp, 
turn RIGHT onto Wilsonville Road westbound.  Immediately move to the left turn lane.  The intersection (and signal light) 
will be SW Boones Ferry Road.  Turn LEFT, go a couple hundred feet, then turn right into the Starbucks/Albertson’s park-
ing lot (the back side of a Sonic Drive-In is next to the driveway).  Park in the north half of the Parking lot so as to not dis-
turb the Albertson’s shoppers. 
 
Members coming from the south would take I-5 north to exit 283.  Turn left onto Wilsonville Road.  Stay toward the left 
lanes, and then turn left onto SW Boones Ferry as described above. 
 

We will leave at 9:30am.  Driving directions will be distributed prior to departure.  Having a “co-pilot” who can monitor the 
route and give driving directions is encouraged.  Arriving 15 -20 minutes early will give you time to get coffee for the trip.  
Our route will take us south toward Salem via the rural backroads on the east side of I-5. 
 
Salem Area Departure Point: 
 
When: Saturday, August 20 at 11:00am 

Where: Park & Ride Lot (west side of I-5 at exit 248) 

 Delaney Road SE and Squirrel Hill Road SE 

Salem, OR  97306 

 

For members coming from the south, take I-5 north to exit 248.  At bottom of exit ramp turn left onto Delaney Road.  Go 
under I-5 and see Park & Ride lot on left.  Turn left onto Squirrel Hill Road and enter lot.  As a landmark, there is a Pacific 
Pride fueling station next to the Park & Ride.  From Salem, take I-5 south to exit 248.  At bottom of exit ramp, see Park & 
Ride in front of you.  Follow directions above. 
 
The secret destination 
 
The end-point of our August Arrive and Drive will be a totally unique experience in Sheridan – Northwest Mog Fest, for 
which Mog is short for Unimog – a Mercedes-Benz built off-road vehicle. 
 
The Northwest Mog Fest was started by a few Unimog owners as a place where they could gather and “play” with their 
Unimogs.  It is held every August on a farm near Sheridan, Oregon.  Over the years it has expanded to include Mercedes 
G-Wagons and other European off-road vehicles.  In June the club was invited to attend and observe the action as the off
-road vehicles drive around and over obstacle courses on the farm. 
 
Our plan is to get to the farm about noon or so on Saturday.  You may stay as long as you like, then head home from 
Sheridan. 
 
So what is a Unimog?  Unimogs are made by Mercedes-Benz and are primarily sold in Europe.  It is a utility vehicle.  Not 
a sports utility vehicle (SUV), or a crossover utility vehicle (CUV), but a truly unique utility vehicle – in a league of its own.  
Unimog keeps on going no matter what the weather or ground conditions: severe storms, blizzards, heavy snow, deep 
mud, sand, gravel or unstable ground.  Unimogs are not at all common in the USA, although they have occasionally been 
sold in the United States via Daimler’s truck division, Freightliner (now known as Daimler Trucks North America). 
 

Drive and Arrive to MOGFEST NW 
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Unimog in Action 
 
The Unimog’s unique design means a high ground clearance and stability over uneven ground. Outstanding traction al-
lows the Unimog to face extreme angles of approach and departure, and climb over large obstacles. The 24 forward and 
22 reverse gears (yeah, backwards) make sure that the Unimog keeps moving even when carrying and operating a wide 
variety of implements and attachments, on or off road.  
 
Unimogs are used in a variety of activities, including: 

Road maintenance 
Mowing 
Agriculture 
Construction 
Public utilities 
Fire and rescue  
Military 

 
RSVP to: Stacy Rollins 
  503-645-0675 
  stacy@stacyrollins.com 
 

Drive and Arrive to MOGFEST NW 

 
 

mailto:stacy@stacyrollins.com
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Oregon Festival of Cars 
Started 21 years ago as the Sunriver Exotic Car Show, this has become a must-do annual event for an increasing num-
ber of car enthusiasts. Hundreds of enthusiast cars are expected to participate in this fantastic event. During its 21-year 
history, this event has developed a unique atmosphere of being relaxed and fun with participants being able to get to 
know other like-minded enthusiasts. Every element of the Festival is geared toward fun and designed to keep competi-
tive energies in check, allowing just enough to make things interesting but still safe and enjoyable. MBCA Portland will 
have a presence here as in the past years. Join us for one the last car events of the year.  
 
Register at www.oregonfestivalofcars.com/registration 
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By Paul Pietrowski, Portland Section 

Camas Wings and Wheels 

Port of Camas/Washougal Wheels and wings 2016 
 
Saturday, September 17, 2016 will be the third annual Wheels and Wings event hosted by the Port of Camas/
Washougal, Washington.  The event takes place at the Grove Field Airport in Camas, Washington.  This is an exciting 
opportunity for the whole family to have fun.  It consists of a car show with many types of vintage and custom cars, and 
modern and vintage aircraft.  There is a band that plays music from the fifties, and for all that attend the hot dogs, soda, 
and water is priced right..............FREE!  I'm also happy to announce that your board voted to help and be a sponsor for 
this event.  All the funds from all of the sponsors and car admission benefit local charities.  This will be the first year for 
the Portland Section of MBCA to have a coral at Wheels and Wings.  The Port Administration is very excited to have us 
participate with a coral at Wheels and Wings 2016.  So, please mark September 17, 2016 on your calendar and let's pro-
vide a good showing of Mercedes for this fun and worthy event.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Date: Saturday, September 17                   
 
Time:  10:00 A.M.  to 2:00 P.M.        
 
Place: Grove Field Airport  Camas, Washing-
ton 
 
Gathering Area:  Georgia Pacific Paper Mill 
parking lot    Time: 9:00 A.M.  Then leave and 
drive to Grove Field at 9:45 A.M 
 
Admission:  Normal admission at the gate is 
$15.  However, all club Mercedes admission 
for the coral is priced at $10 per car. 
 
Please note, I will have to provide a car count 
to my point of contact at the port for parking 
logistics.   
 
Please contact me,  
 
Paul J, Pietrowski  at  
 
spietro122@comcast.net 
 
360-609-1463   
 
by  August 15, 2016  and let me know how 
many cars you'll be bringing.    

mailto:spietro122@comcast.net
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Not a Member?  Join 

MBCA today! 
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Ads run for one issue and are placed free of charge for MBCA members.  Non-club members are charged $10 per ad, 
$20 with picture. The submission deadline is the 15th of the month.  To place an ad contact the Newsletter Editor. 
 

NW Star provides no guarantees as to the quality of the items being sold and the accuracy of the information provided about the sale items.   
Ads are posted per information from sellers and are not verified by the NW Star.  

Please support the advertisers of the Northwestern Star! 

Advertising Rates for 1 Issue  /  Multiple insertions receive a 15% 
discount  

Business Card size:  $12    Quarter Page: $20    Half Page:  $33    Full Page:  $55 

To place an ad contact David Abarr at abarr63@comcast.net  

 

FOR SALE 1968 280SL 
 
A very low mileage car that has not been re-
stored, less than 57,000 miles. Service history 
from new to current with all of the original ser-
vice write ups included in the history. Also in-
cluded the original delivery documents, com-
plete tool roll, 2 tops and the original rubber 
trunk mat. It has been a multiple judged con-
cours winner for over 10 years as an unrestored 
original example of the MB 113 series. You will 
be impressed with the correctness and originali-
ty of this car.  Check it out, it is a classic. 
 
$129,000 FOB Portland 
 
Bill Lindquist 
503 203 6240 
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Portland Section 

Schedule of Events 

August 14th, Regional Show and Shine 
Seattle 10am (see page 5) 
 
 
August 19th, Legends of The Autobahn, 
Monterey, CA (see June/July newsletter) 
 
August 20th, Arrive & Drive / Willamette 
Valley drive to NW Mogfest  Sheridan, OR 
 
September 10th Board Meeting MB of  
Wilsonville 10am 
 
September 17th, Camas Wings and 
Wheels  10a-2p 
  

Visit our web site for the most up-to-date event information:  http://portland.mbca.org 

Follow the Portland Section on Facebook!  
 

September 24th, Festival of Cars in Bend  
 
October 8th, Mt. Adams Fall Drive   
(Full details in the Sept/Oct Newsletter) 
 
November Fall Detail Event TBA 
 
December 3rd , General Annual Meeting 
and Holiday get together. Hayden's on the 
Lake, Tualatin  


