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MBCA Mission Statement: 

“To elevate the Mercedes-Benz experience through knowledge, camaraderie, 

and exceptional events.” 

President’s Message 

We’ve had quite an interesting variety of successful outings so far 
this year including lunches, dinners and even a museum tour, and 
even more are scheduled. A couple of the very popular events 
will be repeats, including the Keeneland Concours this July 16

th
 

and dinner at the German American restaurant in September. 
 
I’m very pleased to announce with this newsletter that we will be 
trying something very different this August, and something I’m 
very much looking forward to… a joint event with the Jaguar Driv-
er’s Club!  Visit their website www.JDC51.ClubExpress.com, and 
you’ll see they share our passions for fine machinery and com-
radery.  Our first ever joint club event will be a lunch in Madison 
Indiana at The Livery Stable www.historicbroadwayhotel.com/the-
livery-stable.html on Saturday, August 20th. Details will be provid-
ed soon, and it will be one you’ll really want to attend. 

While on the subject of events, you’ve probably noticed we’ve 
been sending you notices about other car activities going on in 
the area, namely, Cars & Coffees. I’ve been asked, “What the 
heck are they?” My answer is quite simple. They are an excuse to 
drive and display your special car in  very casual car shows on 
Saturday mornings to peruse other fine machinery all while meet-
ing and chatting with interesting people. Oh, and drink coffee. No 
judging and no trophies are ever awarded, it’s not that kind of 
show. Two of the special ones in Louisville are at: Fante’s Coffee 
the 1

st
 Saturday of the month and Captain’s Quarters on the 2

nd
 

Saturday of the month. 
 
I’ll see you at the next event! 

http://www.jdc51.clubexpress.com/
http://www.historicbroadwayhotel.com/the-livery-stable.html
http://www.historicbroadwayhotel.com/the-livery-stable.html
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Our April 2022 Event at Fante ’s Coffee 

Coffee houses have played an important role 
in history. Many ideas have been thought of, 
developed, refined, and executed at a corner 

coffee shop. I have set out to create a true Eu-
ropean coffee house, one where people come 
together to share ideas, talk with one anoth-
er, do business, build relationships and help 
society as a whole progress. Big things hap-

pen at the coffee house.  

Come experience the difference. 

On Wednesday evening, April 20th, the Bluegrass Stars had a delicious catered lasagna dinner 
with salad and a sinfully good strawberry cheesecake at Fante’s Coffee House. We enjoyed hav-
ing the entire House to ourselves, and the atmosphere, staff, and owners were as enjoyable as 
the company and the meal.  

If you haven't visited Fante’s, you are really missing out! The coffee is roasted daily and served 
any way you might want. The cheddar cheese and chives, and the bacon and cheese biscuits 
are worth a trip to Fante’s all by themselves!  Read more about Fante’s at 
www.fantescoffee.com. 

Fante’s is such a wonderful venue to socialize. 

Leo gave us an oral  history of 

his family and Fante’s Coffee 

House. 
This was the first event for Sec-

tion members, John and Suzanne 
Rice. We look forward to seeing 
them at more events this year.  

http://www.fantescoffee.com/?fbclid=IwAR257kSBKmo6k0G2Po0qw2PzfvK8VFlI4an43tyG0sEIhkjuoF8YlAuuNXc
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May’s event became a June event in an effort to avoid Memorial 

Day weekend.  The lunch and service at Tony York’s on Main on 

June 11th were outstanding.  Tony was gracious in every way in 

order to accommodate our group.  It was a perfect June day for a 

Saturday drive to 201 East Main; Glendale, KY.   

There were eleven in attendance, and the private room that Tony 

provided gave us an opportunity to discuss various club events that 

we might consider in the future.  Already members but first time 

event participants, Vickie and Mark Crowner, took advantage of the 

gorgeous June day to sport their recently acquired red 2004 

SL500.  

Regardless of the current gas prices and the Interstate 65 road 

construction, we had a blast, and Tony York’s on Main will definite-

ly be a repeat. 

Vickie and Mark Crowner’s 2004 

SL500. 

The Henley's and the Crowners. 
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On Saturday, June 25th, the Stars traveled to the Swope “Cars of YesterYear” Museum 

for a tour.  Again, the construction on Interstate 65 may have interfered with our travels 

to Elizabethtown, but we all had a wonderful time. 

First, the Café at Swope Toyota served us a quick lunch on the second floor mezzanine, 

and then we headed just across the street to the museum.  Shannon provided our mem-

bers with a wonderful private tour of beautiful cars with lots of history.  If you haven’t 

visited the museum, you should definitely do so.  It is worth the trip. 

On July 16th, the Stars will attend the Keeneland Concours d’Elegance in Lexington, KY.  

We hope to see you there. 

Swope Cars of YesterYearM U S E U M   

https://www.swopemuseum.com/
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Aside from our planned monthly events, there are opportunities for car 

lovers to congregate and enjoy coffee, cars, and conversation.  Here are a 

couple opportunities to do just that. 

It was a blustery, cold, damp 

Derby day at Fante’s Coffee 

House for Coffee & Cars on 

5/7, but the camaraderie was 

excellent. 

1st Saturday, 9AM, each 

month. 

It was a beautiful 2nd Saturday of the month 

of May for Cars & Coffee at the Captain’s 

Quarters.  You will notice in the lower, left 

photo what happens when you don’t drive a 

Mercedes. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
JULY—DECEMBER 2022 

July 16, Saturday:  Keeneland Concours d’Elegance (See details below.) 

August 20, Saturday:  Madison’s Historic Broadway Hotel (Drive and lunch 

with Jaguar Club) 

September: Day TBD Octoberfest at German American Club 

October: Event and Day TBD 

November: Event and Day TBD 

December 11: Sunday, 6PM:  Hurstbourne Country Club Holiday Dinner 

 

It is never too early to           to any of  our planned events.  We de-

pend on responses in order to let venues know how  to plan.  In some cases, 

the number attending determines if  we pay for a private room or not, and we 

never want to pay for a room if  we can avoid it.  In some cases, we have to 

guarantee 25 attendees in order to have a buffet.  So, there is some method 

to the madness.  Thank you for your consideration for those making plans 

for our events. 

Saturday, July 16, 2022 

Event Details 

9:00 am – Stars car club members admission to Paddock 

3:00 pm – Award ceremony 

4:30 pm – Show concludes 

• Day of Show gate admission is $25 per person. 
• The advance / prepaid website pricing – “Will Call” admission is $20/ person. 

• Questions?  Contact: Anne Gilliland @ jannegilliland@gmail.com or go to  

     https://keenelandconcours.com. 

mailto:jannegilliland@gmail.com
https://keenelandconcours.com
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GETTING TO KNOW THE STARS 

 

Ann and Ken Hayes 

 
We became aware of a Mercedes Club having a meet at the Louisville Slugger Baseball Field.  
Arriving, we parked on the grass with the other Mercedes on display. Socializing with the group, 
we met several nice couples and individuals. They asked us to visit a meeting. It was soon after 
that we joined the Mercedes Club and have been having fun ever since. 
 
Ken and I are fully retired from our fifty-year auction and appraisal business. We have accumu-
lated many fun, unusual and diabolical stories through the years. I am working to compile a 
book of these adventures with the names changed. I hope very soon to peddle the book to a 
television producer. It would make a fascinating series entitled “Behind the Gavel.” 
 
Our business gave us enough regional and national recognition that the PBS Antique Road-
show invited us to travel with them to various cities as appraisers. Ann appraised antique and 
vintage dolls, and Ken appraised antique silver and clocks. One of the most unusual things he 
ever appraised was a meteorite that had plummeted to Earth. 
 
Our story would not be complete without further mentioning our daughter, Jennifer Miller, who 
lives in Charlotte, North Carolina. She and her husband are raising our wonderful twin grand-
daughters as ice skaters, grandson as a middle school basketball player and a much younger 
granddaughter as a cheerleader. 
 
Our son and his wife live in Ballardsville, Kentucky and have successfully raised a son and a 
daughter. The son [now married] is a graduate of Center College and their daughter is a gradu-
ate of the University of Kentucky with a masters in Speech Pathology. 

K en had wanted a vintage Mercedes 
for  a very long time. Our daughter, Jennifer 
Miller, grew up riding American Saddlebred 
horses at a near-by stable. One of her 
friends at the stable happened to mention 
that her dad was going to sell his Mercedes 
convertible. Ken was working in the yard of 
our Victorian home In Pewee Valley when 
the 1967 560SL was pulled into the drive. It 
was love at first sight. The car was in excel-
lent condition and had only 56,000 miles on             
the odometer. Obviously, the rest is history. 
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By Steve Loboyko 

“TECH TIP” 

Infamous W212 “Fading Trim” Replacement 

W212 sedans were subject to fading even after only a few years after being released to market. 
MB would at the time cover this under warranty, and there was more than one service bulletin 
on this subject. 

Obviously, warranties have run out by now, and even some original owners have had the SEC-
OND set of trim installed start to fade. There is a proposed class action settlement on the trim. 
I've signed up for it. The discount proposed for replacement by the dealer is very substantial.  
Since I DIYed it, who knows if I will get anything.  In the event you are interested, here are 
some resources that you can research:                                                                                                                       

According to various sources, the supplier of the trim didn’t use adequate ultraviolet blocker in 
the clear coat of the burl veneer. There was a date after which this was supposedly corrected, 
but then that TSB was updated with another having no “good date” of manufacture mentioned 
at all. To the best of my knowledge, the “trim kit” was never updated with a new part number. 

The following is just my opinion; the stain used in the coloring of the burl needs to be UV/IR re-

sistant as well as the clear coat. And, sunlight is simply brutal. We see evidence of this all 

around us, and almost no natural or man-made coloring or material is immune to the effects of 

sunlight, particularly in a hot car.  The reason that the trim looks so bad when it is faded is that it 

is missing the “red” component of the stain. Red pigments are notorious for being sensitive to 

sunlight. 

I bought my car not knowing this problem existed, and then I read about it and saw what the 

trim “should have” looked like. Wow, had my car’s trim faded! What could I do? Well… 

1. Re-staining or using some kind of magic product on the wood is simply not possible. The 

clear coat is impenetrable and not a varnish that you could theoretically remove; it is a cata-

lyzed plastic (just like the clear on top of your paint) that would be impossible to chemically re-

move without destroying everything else - the wood AND the plastic.   Mechanically removing 

the clear coat by sanding is probably impossible and/or financially infeasible also, for several 

reasons that I won’t go into here. Perhaps a highly skilled (and expensive) person could do it. 

2. I considered vinyl wrapping the parts. In order to do this, I would need to remove them, in or-

der to do a quality job. If wrapping was beyond my skill and available tools, I could take them to 

someone with the skills and tools. That would leave me with darker, but potentially more deli-

cate and possibly “fake” looking trim that would also have a finite lifetime for new reasons in-

volving vinyl lifetime. I bought a used trim piece (that I thought would be the hardest piece to 

wrap) to practice on in preparation for this. 

           https://www.burlwalnutwoodtrimsettlement.com/; MBWORLD.ORG  (I am “strife” on the thread); and  

          https://mbworld.org/forums/e-class-w212/839994-class-action-settlement-burl-walnut-trim-fading.html 

https://www.burlwalnutwoodtrimsettlement.com/
http://mbworld.org/
https://mbworld.org/forums/e-class-w212/839994-class-action-settlement-burl-walnut-trim-fading.html
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3. I considered replacing the parts. The kit (individual pieces are generally not sold because they 

won’t match grain, coloring, and so on). The kit is about $2300, which, given the present value of 

pre-facelift W212’s, simply is not feasible for any but the most obsessive - most, including mine, 

are not likely to become “collector cars”.  (BTW, I have read that this job, parts and labor, is 

about $3500 at the dealers as of a year or two ago). 

I noticed that the back seat trim was not faded nearly as badly as the front trim. i also noted that 

the back windows on a W212 are very slightly tinted. This led me to the conclusion that if I were 

ever to replace this trim, I would need to get window tinting that was infrared and UV reflective 

enough to protect the trim, but still legal and safe to drive with. MB probably tinted the back win-

dows as much as legally possible and I know that there are US states where ANY tinting of the 

front windows whatsoever is not legal, aftermarket or not.  So, they were imported to the US with 

50 state legal factory tinted windows - that is, no front window tint. 

I was close to pulling the trigger on some wrap and tools/chemicals for wrap application when I 

happened to find a new in the box trim set for sale at $700, from a guy who bought a set but nev-

er installed it himself or had it installed before selling his car.  So, I bought the set. 

The set was beautiful and definitely new, but I would be on my own moving parts like vents, 

switches, and so on between the old and new trim.  There are many pages of MBWORLD.COM 

from the Mercedes ASRA program describing the replacement procedures, but the tiny pictures 

(black and white) and lack of text detail make this a difficult job. I would not recommend an own-

er doing any of this unless they are quite experienced with damage-free trim removal and re-

placement. 

Shortly after replacement, I got my windows tinted by a local Kentucky shop at a tint level that is 

unlikely to have police approaching the car with guns drawn, a level that is legal in Kentucky. 

We all know that plastic becomes increasingly brittle over time. My car is now nine years old and 

the oldest W212’s are now 13 years old. This job may become increasingly difficult to do over 

time, and who knows how long MB will stock trim - or what it might cost in the future. 

If anybody is interested, I have written up notes during my replacement job and observed some 

issues that are not noted in any MB service manual as far as I know. Email me at 

560mbsl@gmail.com for them. 

Fade Comparison New Wood Trim 

mailto:560mbsl@gmail.com
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“Some 2022 regional events you may want to consider.” 

F R I D A Y,  N O V E M B E R  0 4  -  S U N D A Y,  N O V E M B E R  0 6  

PORT ROYAL GOLF CLUB 
HILTON HEAD ISLAND, SC 

DAILY ADULT ADMISSION: $75 (discounts available through October 9, 2022)  
WEEKEND ADULT ADMISSION: $125 (discounts available through October 9, 2022)  

STUDENTS: FREE (click here for more information) 
ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY: FREE (click here for more information) 

https://www.hhiconcours.com/
https://www.hhiconcours.com/discounts--group-rates.html
https://www.hhiconcours.com/discounts--group-rates.html
https://www.hhiconcours.com/discounts--group-rates.html
https://www.hhiconcours.com/discounts--group-rates.html
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Legends the Autobahn®-East 

Saturday, November 5 

Port Royal Golf Club 

Hilton Head, South Carolina 

  

We are back for a second edition of Legends of the Autobahn®-East in Hilton Head, 

South Carolina. Join MBCA, BMWCCA, and Audi Club NA at the Port Royal Golf Club cen-

trally located in Hilton Head, South Carolina. Held during the Hilton Head Motoring Festival 

and Concours d’elegance, Legends®-East is a separate event from the concours, 

which will be held on Sunday, November 6. 

Our executive committee has decided to add a charity component to our upcoming 

events, and we can all help.  We have collected 16 pair of prescription glasses from 

our section members to be donated to those in need; however, I hope we can do bet-

ter.  Please bring any of your unneeded glasses to any of our remaining 2022 events.  

For more information, contact me at jannegilliland@gmail.com or 210-383-3413. 

 

Thanks!  

mailto:jannegilliland@gmail.com
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mailto:mb.bs.membership@gmail.com
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One of our Star club members, Vic Gilliland, recently received a letter from Mercedes regarding 

a 2013 GLS (He no longer owns, but it is good to get the information). 

 

The letter reads: Quote 

 

This letter is to inform you that the wireless carrier which supports your vehicle's mbrace ser-

vices in the United States will retire their 3G network in 2022. All features of Mercedes-Benz 

mbrace, including Automatic Collision Notification1, Stolen Vehicle Location Assistance2, 

and SOS/Emergency Call3 will no longer be active starting 12/01/2022. 

 

The telematics communication module which operates the mbrace service in your vehicle will 

become obsolete; however, we have teamed up with Verizon Wireless, our mbrace partner, to 

offer an OBD (On-board diagnostics) dongle as an alternative solution. The Hum by Verizon de-

vice plugs into your vehicle's OBD diagnostic port to offer similar services as mbrace. 

Unquote 

 

I called Mercedes MBrace as a number of friends had asked me if this would affect our 2017 

vehicles (I worked as an engineer for Motorola for 21 years!). I was told by Mercedes MBrace - 

nice lady called Myra. The 3G network shutdown affects cars with Telematic TCU-2 and LCT 

modules. The Hum is the solution. Most of our 2016 onward vehicles have TCU-3s. Confirmed 

this is the case for our GLEs and GLCs - they are not affected. 

“Do you know?” Page 

 

“Do you know that we have a Facebook page AND a website?  Check these out for up-

dates, event information, photos, and lots more!” 

Log on to Facebook, go to the search icon, and type in Mercedes-Benz Club of America-

Bluegrass Stars, and you will find our page. 

Our website is also on our Facebook page:  https://bluegrassstars.mbca.org . 

https://bluegrassstars.mbca.org
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Bluegrass Stars Officers 

President—Gary Rumrill; 

g.rumrill@twc.com 

Vice-President—J. Anne Gilliland;  

jannegilliland@gmail.com 

Secretary—Carol Rumrill;  

carum@twc.com 

Treasurer—Fred Mudge;  

fredmudge@aol.com

Membership Chair—David Rosenberg; 

mb.bs.membership@gmail.com 

Web Master—Nancy Rece;  

benzir@gmail.com 

Editor—Ann Mudge;  

abmudge@gmail.com 

Central Regional Director—Ken Koehler 

 skkoehler@att.net 

mailto:g.rumrill@twc.com
mailto:jannegilliland@gmail.com
mailto:carum@twc.com
mailto:fredmudge@aol.com
mailto:mb.bs.membership@gmail.com
mailto:benzir@gmail.com
mailto:abmudge@gmail.com
mailto:skkoehler@att.net
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