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President’s Message 
 

 

 

 

 

What a difference a year makes! 

 

Tony & I have been attending the wonderful and FUN 

events in our Section’s area. June was traveling to the 

mountains of Asheville and the car show in Highlands, 

NC. What a wonderful area that was! Then in August I 

attempted my racing skills at the NASCAR Hall of Fame 

in Charlotte. I also blew some engines and crashed on all 

of my attempts.  There definitely is not a racing career in 

my future! But I also learned about NASCAR and some of 

the people and tracks that make that sport so popular. A 

week later, we went to the Shelton Vineyards Mercedes 

Car event. Not only were we able to see some great 

Mercedes vehicles, but we were able to visit with members 

of the Tarheel and Triangle Section, as well as a few other 

members of the Eastern Region.  And just a few weeks ago 

we explored the Grand Strand area of South Carolina. 

What a wide range of things we were able to see – and 

some great food, too!  Make sure you read the articles in 

this newsletter about each of our FUN adventures! 

 

And what makes things even better is we still have some great events to finish up 2021.  A harbor 

tour in Charleston and attending the Cars on Kiawah show in October is our next outing.   Then 

in November, we will be doing more Lowcountry activities in the Hilton Head area when we 

attend “Mercedes Freude – the Joy of Everything Mercedes”.  The MBCA National Event will 

provide lots of technical sessions to fit everyone’s quest for Mercedes information, as well as 

drives and tours and lots of Mercedes vehicles!  The Hilton Head Concours d’Elegance is a great  

  

Jane Martinez, President 

MBCA Carolinas Section 

 

https://mercedes-freude.mbca.org/
https://mercedes-freude.mbca.org/
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car show. I highly recommend attending this event – there is so much to do that week – even if 

you are not a “gear head”.  Check out the list of events for activities – and don’t forget the 

wonderful beaches and restaurants!! 

 

We will finish our year in Columbia with the Holiday Party.  This one will be special, as it will be 

in a new venue, and we can celebrate surviving the last year together!  Listening to Jazz on Friday 

night, expanding our art appreciation at the Columbia Museum of Art on Saturday, and then a 

fabulous dinner at the Hampton Street Vineyards Restaurant.  All are highly rated, and within a 

block or two of the Hotel Trundle – our highly rated and unique host hotel.   

 

Check out the list of events later in the newsletter or on our website or go to MotorsportReg.com 

to register for the Carolinas Section events. 

 

Mark McFadden, our Director of Events, and our Section’s Ambassadors are already thinking 

about events for 2022. With so much to see in our area, we will never run out of places to visit – 

driving our cars and visiting with friends and new members is what it is all about!   

 

Enjoy the remainder of 2021 and I hope to see you at our FUN events!  I promise it will be a great 

time! 

 

 

Jane 
  

P.S. I am happy to announce that Rich Mabie has graciously volunteered to be our Ambassador 

for the Columbia area.  And Judy Beers will be taking over the Newsletter position starting in 

January 2022 from John Davis.  A big THANKS to Rich, Judy and John for volunteering.  

President’s Message (continued) 

https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/mercedes-benz-showcase-at-shelton-vineyards-mbca-tarheel-303911
https://www.mbusa.com/en/amg#introduction
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You should really look at our Facebook page 

and explore the Carolinas Section MBCA 

website.   We also have a YouTube site.  Frank 

Towson, Social Media Director, and Tony 

Martinez, Webmaster, have been working 

during the past months on getting these sites 

updated and full of interesting items for our 

members. If you have any interesting 

suggestions or ideas, please let Tony know at 

mbcacarolinas.webmaster@gmail.com. 

These links should be the place to go to find out 

the latest news about the Carolinas Section!  

 
  

Carolinas Section Website and Facebook Page 

https://www.facebook.com/carolinasmbca/
https://carolinas.mbca.org/
https://carolinas.mbca.org/
mailto:mbcacarolinas.webmaster@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/carolinasmbca/
https://carolinas.mbca.org/
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Carolinas Section Calendar of Upcoming In-Person Events 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oct 15-17 Charleston Sunset Harbor Cruise and Cars on Kiawah (Coord.by Michele Stine  

  

On Friday evening, we will go to downtown 

Charleston to enjoy the historical narrative 

provided by the Captain of the Charleston 

Belle on our scenic Sunset Harbor Cruise. 

The cost is $30.00 per person and will leave 

Charleston Waterfront at 5:30 pm, for a 

cruise from 6 pm to 7:30 pm. For those of 

you who do not want to hassle with parking 

at the harbor, a van will be available for 

roundtrip service from the hotel at an additional cost of $20. 

On Saturday, October 16th, we will attend the 5th Annual Cars on Kiawah Car Show, 

at Ocean Park, Kiawah Island. Cars on Kiawah showcases the evolution of the 

automobile from the early 1900s through present day. Over 250 cars make up the 

display including everything from eye-catching Concours-level cars and sleek 

supercars to classic muscle cars and outrageous rat rods. You can also apply to show 

your car at the link below.  

For those that do not wish to attend the Cars on Kiawah Showcase, the city of 

Charleston awaits you for a day of sightseeing, shopping, eating, or whatever else 

you would like to do.  

We will end our day with dinner held at the Charleston Harbor Fish House, to enjoy 

a sample of the wonderful Lowcountry delights, as well as an amazing view at 

Patriots Point.  Please register as reservations are required for our group. 

Rooms have been reserved for our group at the Hampton Inn on the water at Patriots 

Point (255 Sessions Way, Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464, 843.881.330). The cost of the 

room will be $139.00 per night, ($160.00 including all taxes and fees). Hotel 

reservations must be made by September 15th. 

If you have questions about the event, please contact Michele Stine at 

mps783@aol.com. 

LINKS:  

Register for Hotel no later than September 15, 2021 

Register for the Activities by October 1, 2021 

Application for Cars on Kiawah to show your car 

mailto:mps783@aol.com
https://hamptoninn.hilton.com/en/hp/groups/personalized/C/CHSMTHX-MC2-20211015/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG
http://www.motorsportreg.com/events/weekend-in-charleston-cars-on-kiawah-sc-mbca-carolinas-523683
https://www.carsonkiawah.com/exhibitors
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Mercedes Freude “The Joy of Everything Mercedes” 

MBCA National Event and Hilton Head Concours d’Elegance  
 

Registration ends on Tuesday, October 19 at 4:30 pm MT 

Register early to as activities are already filling up! 

 
If you have already registered and need to add any activities to your registration,  

please contact Ryanne at ryanne@mbca.org or (800) 637-2360 

 
Tue, Nov 2 Registration – 9 am – 6 pm 

 

Evening Welcome Reception starts at 6 pm 

 

 

Wed, Nov 3  Technical and Educational Sessions - lots of choices of speakers and topics 

 

 Other activities are available – see chart below 

 

 

Thu, Nov 4 Jepson Car Collection (FULL) 

 

  Butterfield Plantation Tour (FULL) 

 

NEW - MBCA Scenic Drive to Savannah (limited to 30 cars) Enjoy a leisurely 

drive along a scenic route from Hilton Head Island to Savannah, exploring the coastal 

terrain. You will arrive at a parking lot in Savannah reserved for the Mercedes Freude 

participants on the perimeter of the Riverfront and the Historic District.  Speakers 

will be there to give some historical information about Savannah. The popular Old 

Town Trolley On/Off tour ($41 per adult before discount) is a great way to make a 

day of it as you meander past 15 stops at the city’s most popular historic sites. The 

Pirate House restaurant, which is a regular stop for the On/Off tour, is adjacent to our 

reserved parking lot. 

 

NEW - Ferry to Savannah   Skip the stress of highway traffic and parking on a full-

day boat tour to Savannah from Hilton Head Island. Start with a comfortable journey 

along the scenic Intracoastal Waterway. After docking in the historic center, enjoy a 

full four hours to explore the charming Georgian town at your own pace, before 

returning to South Carolina.  

  

Calendar of Carolinas Upcoming Events (continued) 

mailto:ryanne@mbca.org
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Fri, Nov 5  TSD Rally (FULL) 

 

  Scenic Historic Drive (FULL) 

 

NEW - Poker Rally on Hilton Head Island Spend a leisurely day driving around 

Hilton Head Island while participating in a fun, stress free rally. With countless scenic 

attractions, 12 miles of ocean beach, over 200 restaurants, dozens of interesting 

neighborhoods, unspoiled nature preserves and sophisticated shops, a person could 

spend months getting to know even the best parts of Hilton Head. The car with the 

best poker hand will be the winners. To make it a little more challenging, there will 

be several questions along the route which will be used as tie-breakers. 

 

Cars & Cocktails – 3 pm until 6 pm with People's Choice awards – Drive your car 

to the designated area and enjoy talking to our members, while enjoying a beverage 

before dinner. 

 

Lowcountry Boil Banquet at 6 pm 

 

Sat, Nov 6  Legends of the Autobahn – East and Car Club Showcase  

 

Plentiful BBQ Buffet at 6 pm  - buttermilk fried chicken, smoked brisket, and 

pork ribs  

 

Sun, Nov 7 Hilton Head Island Concours d’Elegance – A day with over 200 excellent and 

unique vehicles, and 75 judges to determine the best of the class, and ultimately 

whittle it down to the 2021 Best of Show! 

 

PRIMARY REGISTRATION includes the Welcome Reception, Drives & Rallies, Cars & 

Cocktails Show, and the Friday  

evening MBCA Banquet. Cost: $175/person.  

 

PRIMARY PLUS REGISTRATION includes everything noted in the Primary Registration, 

plus the ability to attend the various Tech & Educational Sessions on Wednesday. Cost 

$250/person 

 

Family and Friends Weekend Add-on includes Friday  and Saturday night dinners, and one of 

the Friday rallies. This is only available by adding on to a member who has signed up for a full 

registration - Primary or Primary Plus. If you are interested in adding someone to the Family Add-

On, please call the National Business Office at 800-637-2360. Cost is $180/person. 
   

 

Calendar of Carolinas Upcoming Events (continued) 
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CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES 
On Your Own – Spa Package at the Omni 

On Your Own – Bicycle Rentals at the Omni 

On Your Own – Segway Tours of Hilton Head Island 

On Your Own – Harbour Town and Lighthouse 

On Your Own – Shelter Cove Harbor Shopping and Marina  

– dolphin tours & water sports rentals 

On Your Own – Tanger Outlet Stores 

On Your Own – Coastal Discovery Museum (CDM) 
TUE, NOV 2 WED, NOV 3 THU, NOV 4 FRI, NOV 5 SAT, NOV 6 

2 pm – Beach 

Discovery (CDM) 

Mercedes Freude Tech 

Sessions 

Mercedes Freude – 

Jepson Car Collection 
8 am – 3 pm Mercedes 

Freude – TSD Rally 

Car Club Showcase & 

Legends of the Autobahn - 

East 

9 am – 4 pm 

3 pm – The Island’s 

Story (CDM) 

7:30 am – Birding at 

Pickney Island (CDM) 

Mercedes Freude – 

Butterfield Plantation 

Tour 

8 am – 3 pm Mercedes 

Freude – Scenic Historic 

Drive 

10 am – Gullah Heritage 

Tour 

6 pm – Mercedes 

Freude Welcome 

Reception 

10 am – Forts of Port 

Royal (CDM) 

Mercedes Freude - 

Scenic Drive to 

Savannah 

8 am – 3 pm Mercedes 

Freude – Poker Rally on 

Hilton Head Island 

Satisfy Your Thirst 

After Party 4 pm -  6 pm 

Port Royal Golf Club 

 
10 am – Kayak Tour of 

Jarvis Creek (CDM) 

Mercedes Freude – 

Ferry to Savannah  

10 am – Salt Marsh 

Discovery(CDM) 

6 pm – Legends of the 

Autobahn BBQ hosted by 

MBCA – Mercedes Freude 

 
10 am – Gullah Heritage 

Tour 

10 am – Kayak Tour of 

Jarvis Creek (CDM) 

10 am – Gullah Heritage 

Tour 
 

 
11 am – Explore Honey 

Horn (CDM) 

10 am – Gullah 

Heritage Tour 

2 pm – Marsh Tacky 

Horse Tour (CDM) 
 

 
3 pm – Reptiles of the 

Lowcountry (CDM) 

11 am – Explore Honey 

Horn (CDM) 

3 - 6 pm - Mercedes 

Freude – Cars & 

Cocktails 

 

  

11 am – May River 

Maritime Cruise 

(CDM) 

6 pm – Mercedes 

Freude Final Banquet 

and Awards 

 

  
3 pm – Civil War Era 

(CDM) 
  

  
4:30 pm – Indigo Tie 

Dye(CDM) 
  

  
Grand Motoring Film 

Festival  5 pm- 9 pm 
  

Legend for color coding on event calendar 
Blue background is a Mercedes Freude activity that you sign up with MBCA with your registration package  

Yellow background is part of the Hilton Head Island Concours d’Elegance and Motoring Festival. 

Peach/gold background are activities that can be arranged through the Coastal Discovery Museum.  Narratives will be sent 

to all participants after they register. Most activities are at the Coastal Discovery Museum location on Honey Horn, but 

some are at other locations around the island. 

Green background are activities that can be arranged through Gullah Heritage Tours.  Narratives will be sent to all 

participants after they register. Their daily tours start at 10:00 am that leave from the Coastal Discovery Museum Honey 

Horn location. 

Calendar of Carolinas Upcoming Events (continued) 

https://www.omnihotels.com/-/media/images/hotels/hltnhd/spa/hltnhd-omni-hilton-head-spa-pricing-guide-2021.pdf
https://hiltonheadsegway.com/
https://www.seapines.com/recreation/harbour-town/
https://www.sheltercovehiltonhead.com/
https://www.tangeroutlet.com/hiltonhead
https://www.coastaldiscovery.org/visit/
https://www.coastaldiscovery.org/explore/tours/tours-on-land/
https://www.coastaldiscovery.org/explore/tours/tours-on-land/
https://www.hhiconcours.com/full-schedule.html
https://www.hhiconcours.com/full-schedule.html
https://www.coastaldiscovery.org/explore/experiences/lecture-series/
https://www.coastaldiscovery.org/explore/experiences/lecture-series/
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https://www.hhiconcours.com/full-schedule.html
https://www.coastaldiscovery.org/explore/tours/tours-on-water/
https://www.coastaldiscovery.org/explore/tours/tours-on-water/
https://www.coastaldiscovery.org/explore/tours/tours-on-land/
https://www.coastaldiscovery.org/explore/tours/tours-on-land/
http://gullaheritage.com/
http://gullaheritage.com/
https://www.coastaldiscovery.org/explore/tours/tours-on-water/
https://www.coastaldiscovery.org/explore/tours/tours-on-water/
http://gullaheritage.com/
http://gullaheritage.com/
https://www.coastaldiscovery.org/explore/tours/tours-on-land/
https://www.coastaldiscovery.org/explore/tours/tours-on-land/
http://gullaheritage.com/
http://gullaheritage.com/
https://www.coastaldiscovery.org/explore/tours/tours-on-land/
https://www.coastaldiscovery.org/explore/tours/tours-on-land/
https://www.coastaldiscovery.org/calendar/
https://www.coastaldiscovery.org/calendar/
https://www.coastaldiscovery.org/explore/tours/tours-on-land/
https://www.coastaldiscovery.org/explore/tours/tours-on-land/
https://www.coastaldiscovery.org/explore/tours/tours-on-water/
https://www.coastaldiscovery.org/explore/tours/tours-on-water/
https://www.coastaldiscovery.org/explore/tours/tours-on-water/
https://www.coastaldiscovery.org/explore/experiences/lecture-series/
https://www.coastaldiscovery.org/explore/experiences/lecture-series/
https://www.coastaldiscovery.org/explore/experiences/hands-on-programs/
https://www.coastaldiscovery.org/explore/experiences/hands-on-programs/
https://www.grandmotoring.com/hilton-head-film-festival/
https://www.grandmotoring.com/hilton-head-film-festival/
https://www.coastaldiscovery.org/visit/
http://gullaheritage.com/
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Dec 3-5  Holiday Weekend and Dinner in Columbia, SC (coordinated by the Board of the 

Carolinas Section)  

This year we will be having our Holiday weekend in Columbia, South Carolina. All 

of our activities will be centralized within a couple of blocks of downtown Columbia. 

Park once and you will be able to walk to all of our activities, restaurants, bars, as 

well as some boutique shopping in the area. 

Friday night will be a casual gathering at The Joint @ 1710 Main, a jazz venue near 

the hotel.  On Saturday at 11:00 am, you will be able to enjoy a tour at the Columbia 

Museum of Art, 1515 Main Street.  Saturday night will be a social hour and dinner at 

the Hampton Street Vineyard Restaurant, 1201 Hampton Street.   

We have a block of rooms set aside at the unique and highly rated boutique Hotel 

Trundle, 1224 Taylor Street for $149.00 per night, plus tax and fees.  Included with 

this rate is a complimentary locally crafted beer or glass of wine at check-in, and a 

select breakfast served daily. There is also a $14 per day valet parking fee. However, 

once you park, you shouldn’t have to go back to your car until you are ready to leave 

on Sunday morning. Reservations for the hotel must be made by October 19, 

2021.  Note: there is a cancellation fee for the hotel. 

 

 

LINKS:  

Register for Hotel no later than October 19, 2021 

To register for the event click here! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Look for additional events added as the year progresses. And the future looks bright! 

 

The Board is already starting to plan events for 2022.  It’s time to get out and get active again.  

Our cars are for driving, so let’s GO and have some FUN! 

Calendar of Carolinas Upcoming Events (continued) 

https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/holiday-weekend-in-columbia-sc-mbca-carolinas-539193
http://www.thejointsc.com/about.html
https://www.columbiamuseum.org/
https://www.columbiamuseum.org/
https://www.hamptonstreetvineyard.com/
https://www.hoteltrundle.com/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=business-listing
https://www.hoteltrundle.com/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=business-listing
https://secure.webrez.com/Bookings105/activity-edit.html?hotel_id=2357&table=hotels&listing_id=2357&mode=command&command=bookingrequestform_v2&date_from=20211203&date_to=20211205&package_id=226446&date_from=20211203&date_to=20211205
https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/holiday-weekend-in-columbia-sc-mbca-carolinas-539193
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Most of the events on the preceding pages have links to websites that enable you to register online.  For 

those of you who prefer to register via US Mail, you can complete the form below. If the event has limitations 

on the attendance, your reservation will be considered when it is received. 

 

 

 

  

IF YOU PREFER TO REGISTER AND SEND A CHECK FOR ANY CAROLINAS 

SECTION EVENT PLEASE COMPLETE THE FORM BELOW AND MAIL BEFORE 

DEADLINE OR AT LEAST TWO (2) WEEKS EARLIER THAN EVENT DATE TO: 

Marsha Wilmot, 737 Salerno Circle Unit F, Myrtle Beach, SC  29579 

Make check payable to Carolinas Section - MBCA  

COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION FOR EACH EVENT 

Event Name ____________________________________________________________ 

Names of members attending:  _________________________________________________________ 

Names of guests attending:     __________________________________________________________          

Phone number:  __________________________________    

E-mail:  ______________________________________ 

Number attending    _____    x    $_______ =   $________________ 

Additional 

information_____________________________________________________________________ 

NOTE: 

THIS FORM CAN ONLY BE USED FOR CAROLINAS SECTION EVENTS.  EVENTS 

HOSTED BY OTHER MBCA SECTIONS OR ORGANIZATIONS MUST REGISTER FOR THEIR 

EVENTS PER THEIR REQUIREMENTS. 

.   

 

Calendar of Carolinas Upcoming Events (continued) 
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NASCAR Hall of Fame Tour – August 7, 2021 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Carolinas Section Races to Charlotte: Our Tour of the NASCAR Hall of Fame  

 

Members of the Carolinas Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America met on a cloudy 

Saturday morning on August 7, 2021, to tour the NASCAR Hall of Fame in Charlotte, NC. As we 

all gathered around the entrance waiting for the museum to open, we were able to catch up and 

reconnect with members that we had not seen for a while.  

 

Article and Photos by Frank Towson, Mountains and Upstate Ambassador 

(top rows left to right) – Frank Towson, Andrew Johnson, Jane Martinez, Dave Johnson, Joann Clemmer, Joe  

Clemmer, Dahle Barringer, George Barringer, Nick Calcavecchia, John Windle, Liz Penke, Kevin Penke, Mark McFadden 

(bottom row) -- Kelly Avey, Carson Thorne, David Thorne, Tony Martinez, Wilma McFadden 

https://www.nascarhall.com/
https://www.mbusa.com/en/future-vehicles/f-015
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After entering the impressive structure, we 

were greeted by the staff and provided with 

headsets for the tour. We then met our tour 

guide, Kevin Larrabee, who is the 

Collections Manager and registrar for the 

museum. In this role, he interacts with 

current and former NASCAR drivers and 

their families to collect artifacts and items 

for display in the NASCAR Hall of Fame.  

 

Our tour began in the main exhibit hall, 

known as “Glory Road.” Glory Road 

includes a display of 18 premium series and 

championship-winning race cars. These race 

cars are all displayed on a banked display 

area to make them appear as if they are 

racing along an actual banked race track. The 

display features areas that have up to 33 

degrees of banking with areas for you to view 

the cars up close. Although most of the cars 

were polished to a high sheen, others had 

been preserved in the state in which they won 

the championship races – dirt, grime, and 

even confetti from the winner’s circle.  

 

Next, we took in the Hall of Honor, a round display 

room with 55 placards surrounding the perimeter 

walls. Each placard was for race car drivers and 

NASCAR team owners that had been inducted into 

the NASCAR Hall of Fame. In the center of the 

display hall, there were five display cases filled 

with personal and race items from 2020 inductees 

into the NASCAR Hall of Fame, as well as actual 

race cars that had been driven by these inductees. 

Several films played on screens above showcasing 

the stories of these drivers. Mr. Larrabee explained 

NASCAR Hall of Fame Tour (continued) 

“Glory Road” display with 18 championship cars 

The racing simulators at the NASCAR Hall of Fame 

where some of our members really tested their 

driving skills 

Impressive NASCAR Hall of Fame Structure 

https://www.mbusa.com/en/future-vehicles/f-015
https://www.mbusa.com/en/future-vehicles/f-015
https://www.mbusa.com/en/future-vehicles/f-015
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that the room was round so that no inductee into the hall of fame would be more important than 

the other. In other words, they are all regarded the same.  

 

Our tour next led to the Heritage 

Speedway, where we were able to 

take in a number of artifacts and 

trophies belonging to NASCAR 

legends. We even saw several 

“half cars” that were used for 

promotional purposes. Half of 

each car was the stock version that 

you might encounter in a parking 

lot or on the freeway and the other 

half was the racing version that 

you would see on the track.  

 

Next, the competition really began to heat up for our members. Many of our Carolinas Section 

members took to the virtual track in the museum’s iRacing simulators. A number of replica 

NASCAR race cars were positioned around a section of race track, and each member was able to 

race virtually using a screen in each car. Some of our members got close to winning a 

championship while others blew their engines in a cloud of smoke! 

 

For those that had not had enough competition on the virtual race track, the Pit Crew Challenge 

allowed them to put themselves in the position of the hard-working men and women that help 

maintain NASCAR race cars on the track. Some of our members became quite adept at changing 

tires and filling the tanks of the race cars set up in this hands-on exhibit in the museum. We 

certainly learned how hard it is to quickly and accurately keep these cars racing for those on a real 

NASCAR pit crew. 

 

After we all had time on our own to finish taking in the NASCAR Hall of Fame, we made our way 

down to the Charlotte Beer Garden on South Tryon Street in downtown Charlotte. By this time, 

the sun had made its way out and we were able to leave our umbrellas in our cars.  

 

We were able to enjoy lunch and conversation on the open-air rooftop terrace of the Charlotte 

Beer Garden. The restaurant claims to have the world’s largest selection of draft beers on tap, and 

featured a hearty menu of burgers, salads, and other pub food. The weather was delightful, and we 

enjoyed getting to catch up and talk about Mercedes cars and some of our upcoming events for 

the year.  

NASCAR Hall of Fame Tour (continued) 

 A portion of the Hall of Honor 

https://www.mbusa.com/en/future-vehicles/f-015
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Almost all of our members who attended this event had not had the chance to visit the NASCAR 

Hall of Fame prior to our event, and we all had FUN taking in this well-curated museum of 

NASCAR history. This museum is worth taking in whether you are a serious racing fan or do not 

follow any kind of motorsports. Most of all, we enjoyed getting to see each other and all of our 

wonderful Mercedes cars again!.   

  

Article and Photos by Frank Towson, Mountains and Upstate Ambassador 

Charlotte Beer Garden … the final pit stop 

NASCAR Hall of Fame Tour (continued) 

https://www.mbusa.com/en/future-vehicles/f-015
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Mercedes-Benz Showcase at Shelton Vineyards – August 14, 2021 
 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

The Carolinas Section Heads to Yadkin Valley 

On Saturday, August 14, 2021, members of the Carolinas Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club 

of America joined members of the Tarheel and Triangle Sections at Shelton Vineyards in Dobson, 

NC for a showcase of Mercedes-Benz vehicles.  

 

The event was well attended 

with 57 vehicles on display, 

with an additional 10 that 

were not displayed or entered 

into the show. There were 

nearly 100 MBCA members 

that came to Dobson, making 

their way from five states and 

Washington, DC. MBCA 

National Director at Large, 

Dr. Jim Roberts, made the 

furthest drive of any member, 

coming from Alabama in his 

1978 280 SE sedan. Members 

from the Peachtree Section 

were also in attendance, 

Article and Photos by Frank Towson, Mountains and Upstate Ambassador 

The show field at Shelton with 57 Mercedes-Benz vehicles on display 

Two late-model E-Class Mercedes with a classic 190SL roadster (far right) 

https://sheltonvineyards.com/about-us
https://www.mbusa.com/en/future-vehicles/f-015
https://www.mbusa.com/en/future-vehicles/f-015
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including the MBCA Eastern Region Director, Doug Geganto. The event was organized and 

overseen by Bill Parrish, President of the Tarheel Section.  

 

The day began around 9:00 am 

as all of our members carefully 

lined up their Mercedes-Benz 

vehicles along the grassy slope 

behind the main facility of 

Shelton Vineyards. There was a 

wide variety of vehicles on 

display, everything from a 1961 

190 SL roadster and “Fintail” 

sedans, to the latest Mercedes-

Benz cars and SUVs that you 

could find at your local dealer. 

Our section was well 

represented on the show field, 

and we all enjoyed catching up 

and taking a look at all of the 

cars that made it to Shelton.  

 

The weather turned out in our favor for most of the day, but our members decided to take a respite 

from the heat by touring the Shelton Vineyards production facility. Our tour was led by Shelton 

General Manager, Travis Dale. Mr. Dale gave a very informative tour and was a gracious host to 

all of our MBCA members during the day. Our members were then able to enjoy lunch at Shelton’s 

onsite restaurant, the Harvest Grill, or enjoy a picnic lunch on the beautiful grounds of the winery.  

 

Several of our members joined 

MBCA members from other 

sections the day prior to enjoy 

a scenic drive through Yadkin 

Valley and a section of the Blue 

Ridge Parkway. The drive 

provided plenty of curves and 

scenic views for members to 

enjoy, even if they did 

encounter a downpour along 

the way. The route for the drive 

had been planned in advance 

by Barry and Doris Huff of the 

Tarheel Section.  

The crowd anxiously waits as Bill Parrish announces the award winners 

A row of classic Mercedes-Benz, including an award-winning 1970 280SL 

"Pagoda" roadster (far right) 

Showcase at Shelton Vineyards (continued) 

https://www.mbusa.com/en/future-vehicles/f-015
https://www.mbusa.com/en/future-vehicles/f-015
https://www.mbusa.com/en/future-vehicles/f-015
https://www.mbusa.com/en/future-vehicles/f-015
https://www.mbusa.com/en/future-vehicles/f-015
https://www.mbusa.com/en/future-vehicles/f-015
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Rain seemed to be on the minds of all members as we watched the clouds rolling in during the 

awards presentation. Employees of Shelton Vineyards selected 12 Mercedes-Benz vehicles that 

they would like to take home, given the chance, and presented awards to the owners of these 

vehicles. This category was informally called the “Shelton Top 12.” The Best of Show Award was 

a people’s choice award. Each attendee that registered his or her car received one ballot to vote 

for their choice of Best of Show.  

 

Here are the award winners as announced by Bill Parrish, President of the Tarheel Section: 

 

• Stu Bradley – 1988 560 SL 

• Tommy Couch – 1970 280 SL  

• Mark Elvin – 2020 AMG GT Roadster 

• Fred Hayes – 1995 E320 Wagon  

• Everett Martin – 1993 500E 

• Connie Spencer – 2018 AMG GT Roadster  

• Mary White – 1961 190 SL 

• Gregg Woodcock – 1984 380 SL 

• Pedro Campuzano – 1985 300 TD 

• Jim Ballheim – 1971 280 SE Cabriolet  

• Jeff Hoots – 2016 SL550  

• Brad Purvis – 1988 560 SEC 

• Best of Show was awarded to Jim Ballheim with his beautiful 1971 280 SE Cabriolet.  

 

After all of the awards were 

presented, the rain came 

again. Many of the Mercedes 

owners began raising the tops 

on their roadsters and 

cabriolets while the awards 

were presented. All of the 

cars and their owners 

carefully made it down the 

grassy slope to head back to 

the host hotel. Later that 

evening, MBCA members 

that spent the night 

reconvened for dinner in 

nearby Elkin, NC.  

 

Showcase at Shelton Vineyards (continued) 

The 1971 280SE 3.5 cabriolet that won Best of Show 

https://www.mbusa.com/en/future-vehicles/f-015
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The following morning on 

Sunday, several of our 

Carolinas Section members 

joined MBCA National 

President, Julie Bruggner, 

Eastern Region Director Doug 

Geganto, and leaders from 

other sections for the Eastern 

Region Presidents Meeting. A 

number of presentations were 

made during the meeting about 

programs and initiatives that 

individual sections were 

taking to engage their 

membership. The meeting 

lasted from 8:00 am to 12:30 

PM that day.  

 

Our Charlotte Metro Ambassador, Wendy Whitehurst represented the Carolinas Section by 

making a presentation about our newly-created ambassador program. Wendy Whitehurst was 

joined by Mark Elvin, ambassador for the Charleston, SC area. The Carolinas Section covers a 

large geographic area, and our President Jane Martinez developed the ambassador program to help 

provide Carolinas Section Members with a point of contact in their respective area. Ambassadors 

help welcome new members into their Carolinas Section, act as a point of contact for members in 

their area, and hold events within their geographic area.  

 

All in all, the weekend was a very 

enjoyable and FUN event for all that 

attended. We were able to meet 

members from other sections for the first 

time while reconnecting with members 

from the Carolinas Section. There were 

many beautiful cars displayed on the 

show field, and we enjoyed the 

hospitality and facilities provided by 

Shelton Vineyards. Our collective hat 

goes off to Bill Parrish and the rest of the 

Tarheel Section of the MBCA for 

planning such a wonderful event.  

 

Article and Photos by Frank Towson,  

Mountains and Upstate Ambassador 

A nearly all-original 1961 190SL roadster, another award winner that day 

Showcase at Shelton Vineyards (continued) 

One of our "associate" members, SAM, who has made several 

appearances at our events along with Andy and Jill Blondo 

https://www.mbusa.com/en/future-vehicles/f-015
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Grand Strand Tour Weekend – September 10 - 12, 2021 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Carolinas Section 

Myrtle Beach Grand Strand Tour - A Success! 

 

On Friday, Sept. 10th twenty-three MBCA Carolinas 

Section Members gathered at the PALM Charter 

School, the only motorsports high school in the US and 

toured the facility with Avery Moore, Principal. Avery 

provided us with great information about this 

vocational program for students who are interested in 

the motorsports industry. Avery is planning more 

programs like this throughout the US and appreciates any support. 

 

A welcome reception was held at the Litchfield Beach & Golf Resort, attended by all. Nanci 

Conley, COO from the Village Group and the Plantersville Cultural Center gave us a quick 

introduction for our visit to the Plantersville Scenic Byway on Saturday. Great “Goody Bags” 

filled with homemade fudge and raffle tickets for special prizes were provided for all. 

 

On Saturday morning many Mercedes Benz cabriolets, sedans and SUV’s gathered for our caravan 

tour to Georgetown, SC. A great lunch was provided by the River Room Restaurant on the Harbor 

Walkway. After lunch, the caravan toured to the Plantersville Cultural Center, where we attended 

an informative talk by Zenobia Harper about all the rice plantations that once thrived in the 

Article and photos by various contributors, event coordinated by John Hameline, Grand Strand Area Ambassador 

Some of the 23 club members who enjoyed the Grand Strand Weekend -- (top row left to right) – Nick and Valerie 

Calcavecchia, Bill & Bobbie Keller, Greg & Esther Voeltz, Dianne Hadley & Tom Wilcox 

(bottom row) – Marellen & John Struhar, Belkis & John Salazar, Tony and Jane Martinez 

 

https://palmsc.org/
https://palmsc.org/
https://www.litchfieldbeach.com/
https://thevillagegroup.org/cultural-center-location/
https://thevillagegroup.org/plantersville-scenic-byway/
https://www.historicgeorgetownsc.com/
https://riverroomgeorgetown.com/
https://palmsc.org/
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Plantersville, SC area. We then were bused or drove to Milton Hall Plantation for a talk on the 

present-day workings of the former rice plantations. 

 

The afternoon was followed-up by a tour to Murrells Inlet, SC where some dined at the Claw 

House, while others rested at Litchfield Beach! 

 

On Sunday morning we drove to a reserved parking area at Brookgreen Gardens where we popped 

our hoods and toured the beautiful gardens. 

 

All in all, this inaugural weekend was 

informational and a great opportunity to meet 

some new MB friends and visit with 

acquaintances and, to plan another trip to the 

Grand Strand! 

 

We are most grateful to Bruce Wood of Hilton 

Head Capital Partners for his very generous 

donation for this event! 

 

Many thanks to John Hameline, Ambassador 

of Myrtle Beach Grand Strand and his wife, 

Marsha for their great and well-organized 

tour! 

 
 

  

Grand Strand Tour Weekend (continued) 

Event organizers John & Marsha Hameline 

Marellen Struhar captured theses interesting views of the low country area along the Grand Strand  

https://www.plantationservicesinc.com/property-detail.cfm?property=209
https://murrellsinletsc.com/
https://www.theclawhouse.com/
https://www.theclawhouse.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Litchfield_Beach,_South_Carolina
https://www.brookgreen.org/
https://www.hiltonheadcapitalpartners.com/
https://www.hiltonheadcapitalpartners.com/
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John Salazar always at home under the hood  

Grand Strand Tour Weekend (continued) 

Andy Blondo, Jill Blondo, John Struhar, Tom Wilcox, John Salazar and Belkis Salazar 

 

Terry Beers, Judy Beers Greg and Esther Voeltz 

Tony and Jane Martinez just having a good time 
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Grand Strand Tour Weekend (continued) 

Marellen & John Struhar in front of some of the 

exquisite plantings at Brookgreen Gardens 

Bill King, John & Marsha Hameline, Diane Rowan,  John Struhar, Bruce Wood 

Bill King, Nick Calcavecchia, Andy Bondo 

https://www.hiltonheadcapitalpartners.com/
https://www.gk-cpa.com/
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Welcome New Members 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We are pleased to welcome these new MBCA Carolinas Section members.  See how you can order 

a personalized MCBA name badge on the following pages.   

 

 
 

NEW MEMBERS …  July 1 – September 30, 2021 

 
 

William Djang ................................................ Asheville NC 

Steven Dyer Jr ................................................ Columbia SC 

Gene Golab .................................................... Hilton Head Island SC 

Stephen Heilker .............................................. Charleston SC 

Michael Kirby ................................................ Belmont NC 

Jurgen Kropf .................................................. Florence SC 

Mike Kuehler ................................................. Hilton Head SC 

Greg Long ...................................................... Anderson SC 

James Lyles .................................................... Columbia SC 

Jerry Marcum ................................................. MURRELLS INLET SC 

Kevin Naughten ............................................. Hilton Head Island SC 

Mitchell Nimey .............................................. Bryson City NC 

Sherman Patterson ......................................... Hodges SC 

Bill Reames .................................................... Kannapolis NC 

Richard Reeves , Jr ........................................ St. Helena Island SC 

Alden Reine.................................................... Denver NC 

Donna Samuels .............................................. Columbia SC 

Robert Skula ................................................... Fort Mill SC 

Steven Smith .................................................. Hilton Head Island SC 

Ed Stopper ...................................................... Hilton Head Island SC 

Dr. David Swartz ........................................... Mooresville NC 
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TRANSFERS … From Other Sections during this quarter 
 

       Transferred From: 
Austin Gregory .................................... Central Virginia 

Cherlyn Johnson .................................. Indianapolis 500 

Bryce Johnson ..................................... Indianapolis 500 

Greg Long ........................................... Peachtree 

Mary Moore ........................................ Hudson Mohawk 

Kevin Naughten .................................. Greater Washington 

Sherman Patterson .............................. Peachtree 

Nancy Pease ........................................ Southern Stars 

 

 

And thank you for your renewals to all 388 current Carolinas Section memberships! 

 

 

Some people join for the dealership discounts, some join for socializing with other Mercedes 

owners, and some want access to The Star magazine. We find that those who attend local events 

are most likely to attend more events and get the most enjoyment out of the Club. 

 

New members should also try to spend a little time on the extensive National MBCA website, 

www.MBCA.org.  For starters check out the many benefits under Membership.  Then check out 

all the information under Communities. All our past local Newsletters and upcoming events are 

located in the Carolinas Section. It is also a good place to learn about technical issues and to ask 

questions about your car.  

 

Login for Communities is simple: Enter your e-mail address and whatever password you select.  

Once you login your profile will come up. Verify your personal information. Is it all correct? Is 

your associate member listed? Is your car(s) listed? Simple to correct them right there. Note that 

for security reasons none of your information is stored locally.  So again, welcome to MBCA and 

the Carolinas Section. Do not hesitate to contact any of the Officers for assistance.  

 

 

 

  

Welcome New Members (continued) 

http://www.mbca.org/
https://www.mbca.org/member-benefits
https://www.mbca.org/our-community
https://carolinas.mbca.org/section-newsletters
https://www.mbca.org/local-clubs-sections
https://www.mbca.org/technical-articles
https://www.mbca.org/user/login
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Click this link to order your name badge … https://www.mbca.org/name-badge 

 

Name badges are available from the MBCA Club Store in two types of backing (magnetic or 

safety pin) and can be ordered in blue, silver or gold. Costs range from $13.00 for two lines to 

$14.00 for three lines (25 characters maximum per line) and includes mailing costs.  

 

You may also order through the MBCA website by going to www.mbca.org. From there, you 

must then log into your account. After logging in, choose Store from the main menu, choose 

MBCA Event Equipment Store from the next window, scroll down to Name Badge and make 

your selection.  Perfect for socializing at MBCA events!!!  

  

How to Get MBCA Name Badges … Just $13 Each 
 

https://www.mbca.org/name-badge
http://www.mbca.org/
https://www.mbca.org/name-badge
https://www.mbca.org
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In the News 
 

 

 

 

 

Click here to read the September - October 2021 

online edition of the Star Magazine.  In this issue:  

 

 

  

https://www.mbca.org/star/september-october-2021
https://www.mbca.org/star/september-october-2021
https://www.mbca.org/star/september-october-2021
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For Sale by Owner - Mercedes-Benz 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional Classifieds 

See additional classified ads on the MBCA website at  https://www.mbca.org/classifieds  

 

There are about 75 cars now available for sale. 

 

 

 

  

https://www.mbca.org/classifieds
https://www.mbca.org/classifieds
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Officers and Board of Directors 

PRESIDENT 

Jane Martinez 

Matthews, NC 

(505) 270-3851 

mbcacarolinas.president@gmail.com 

 

TREASURER 

Marsha Wilmot 

Myrtle Beach, SC 

mbcacarolinas.treasurer1@gmail.com   

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

John Davis 

Matthews, NC 

mbcacarolinas.newsletter@gmail.com 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA DIRECTOR 

Frank Towson 

Asheville, NC 

ftowson@gmail.com 

 

DIRECTOR AT LARGE 

Jonathan Diehl 

Asheville, NC 

finsyourfriend@gmail.com  

 

 VICE PRESIDENT 

Joe Clemmer 

Gastonia, NC 

mbcacarolinas.vicepresident@gmail.com 

 

SECRETARY &  

TECHNICAL DIRECTOR 

David Thorne 

Charlotte, NC 

mbcacarolinas.secretary@gmail.com  

 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 

Michele Stine 

Mt. Pleasant, SC 

mstinembca@gmail.com  

 

WEB MASTER 

Tony Martinez 

Matthews, NC 

mbcacarolinas.webmaster@gmail.com  

   

DIRECTOR OF EVENTS 

Mark McFadden 

Charlotte, NC 

mbcacarolinas.events@gmail.com   

 

Ambassadors and Board Members 

 

Columbia area – Rich Mabie mbcacarolinas.columbia@gmail.com  

Mountains & Upstate Area -- Frank Towson  ftowson@gmail.com 

Charleston Area - Mark E. Elvin mbcacarolinas.charleston@gmail.com  

Low Country, Hilton Head Area – Bruce Wood  bwood@HiltonHeadCP.com  

Grand Strand Area -- John Hameline  mbcacarolinas.myrtlebeach@gmail.com      

Charlotte Metro Area - Wendy Whitehurst  mbcacarolinas.charlotte@gmail.com  

 

 

https://carolinas.mbca.org/section-contact
mailto:mbcacarolinas.president@gmail.com
mailto:mbcacarolinas.treasurer1@gmail.com
mailto:mbcacarolinas.newsletter@gmail.com
mailto:ftowson@gmail.com
mailto:finsyourfriend@gmail.com
mailto:mbcacarolinas.vicepresident@gmail.com
mailto:mbcacarolinas.secretary@gmail.com
mailto:mstinembca@gmail.com
mailto:mbcacarolinas.webmaster@gmail.com
mailto:mbcacarolinas.events@gmail.com
mailto:mbcacarolinas.columbia@gmail.com
mailto:ftowson@gmail.com
mailto:mbcacarolinas.charleston@gmail.com
mailto:bwood@HiltonHeadCP.com
mailto:mbcacarolinas.myrtlebeach@gmail.com
mailto:mbcacarolinas.charlotte@gmail.com
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Eastern Regional Director 

 

Doug Geganto   

Gainesville GA 

Phone (404) 754-9955 

e-mail dgeganto@charter.net 

 

National Officers and Contacts 

 

See The Star magazine or go to https://www.mbca.org/contacts for a list of National 

Officers and contacts.  

 

 

 

 

  

MBCA Carolina’s Section Leadership Team (continued) 

https://www.mbca.org/contacts
https://www.mbusa.com/en/amg#gallery
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Benefits of Volunteering -- Join the Volunteer Team 
 

 

  

 

 

 

Join the Carolinas Section Team – We Need You! 
 

Volunteering is beneficial for a whole host of reasons:  

• Utilize your skills or learn new ones  

• Meet people and make new friendships  

• Be part of a community and work on a like-minded team  

• Take on a challenge and build a real sense of achievement  

 

However there is one often overlooked reason:  

 

 

Volunteering is just plain FUN! 
 

And that’s what the Carolinas Section is all about! 

 

If you are ready to make friends, improve your mental and physical health, and maybe develop 

new skills along the way, start volunteering. You can change your life and the lives of others when 

you do. Don’t overlook the benefits of volunteering. Embrace them! We need YOU!  

 

Technical Membership Director – Our Section is in need of a volunteer that is proficient in 

Excel to prepare the Membership Reports and work with other data for the Ambassadors and 

Board of Directors. Other duties related to membership data may be included. This person will be 

a member of the Board. 

 

Sponsorship Chair–Coordinates and contacts dealerships and other businesses to promote 

sponsorships for our Section. Will work with our Ambassadors closely and is a member of the 

Board.  

 

Contact Jane Martinez at mbcacarolinas.president@gmail.com if you would like to get more 

information or volunteer for one of these positions. 
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Helpful Web Links 
 

 

 

 

 

New QR Code for the Carolinas Section Website … 

Here’s a new QR code you can shoot with the camera on your phone 

that takes you to the Carolinas Section website.   

 

Try it now and see … or, you can just click on it to follow the link.  

The site has been recently renovated and updated, so if you haven’t 

visited recently, you should check out all the new updated content. 

 

 

 

 

Hemmings Daily Website … for automotive enthusiasts … check out these articles … 

a. To take better car photos, step back and zoom in  

b. Are virtual car shows the future of automotive social life?  

c. The 10 greatest performance cars of the 1960s  

 

Facebook -- Carolinas Section MBCA … https://www.facebook.com/carolinasmbca/ 

Mercedes Benz Club of America … https://www.mbca.org/ 

Star Magazine Latest Issue … https://www.mbca.org/star/may-june-2021    

Browse or Trade Vehicles … https://www.mbca.org/classifieds  

Membership Benefits … https://www.mbca.org/member-benefits 

Local Clubs/Sections by Region … https://www.mbca.org/sections-by-

region?title=Eastern+Region  

Mercedes Current News … https://www.mbca.org/current-news 

Past Carolinas Section Newsletters … https://carolinas.mbca.org/section-newsletters  

List of Mercedes Dealers in the US … https://www.mbusa.com/en/dealers/browseAll-true   

https://carolinas.mbca.org/
https://www.hemmings.com/stories/2020/08/31/for-better-car-photos-step-back-and-zoom-in?refer=news&utm_source=edaily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2020-08-31
https://www.hemmings.com/stories/2020/05/01/are-virtual-car-shows-the-future-of-automotive-social-life?refer=news&utm_source=edaily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2020-08-31
https://www.hemmings.com/stories/2020/06/16/the-10-best-performance-cars-of-the-1960s?refer=news&utm_source=edaily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2020-08-31
https://www.facebook.com/carolinasmbca/
https://www.mbca.org/
https://www.mbca.org/star/may-june-2021
https://www.mbca.org/classifieds
https://www.mbca.org/member-benefits
https://www.mbca.org/sections-by-region?title=Eastern+Region
https://www.mbca.org/sections-by-region?title=Eastern+Region
https://www.mbca.org/current-news
https://www.mbca.org/current-news
https://carolinas.mbca.org/section-newsletters
https://www.mbusa.com/en/dealers/browseAll-true
https://carolinas.mbca.org/
https://www.hemmings.com/stories
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Publication Details 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Carolinas Newsletter is a quarterly publication by the Carolinas Section of Mercedes-Benz 

Club of America, Inc., (MBCA) provided to Carolinas Section members. Explicit permission to 

copy or republish any article is given to all sections of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Inc. 

Other use without written permission is prohibited. The articles in the Carolinas newsletter are 

the opinions of the writers and no authentication is given or implied as to the validity of any 

expressed opinions. The editor reserves the right to edit, and to refuse, any submissions and/or 

advertising. Submission of material constitutes permission to publish. Material for publication 

may be emailed to MBCA Carolinas Section, mbcacarolinas.newsletter@gmail.com .  

 

As a member you can also place free ads for your Mercedes Benz vehicles, parts, or accessories 

in this newsletter, at no charge. Submit details to mbcacarolinas.newsletter@gmail.com .  Be sure 

to include a photo, description, price and contact information. 

 

Deadlines for submissions are one month prior to publication; December 1st, March 1st, June 1st, 

& September 1st.  Exceptions can be made where practical. 

  

https://www.mbusa.com/en/vehicles/class/gle/suv
https://carolinas.mbca.org/section-newsletters
mailto:mbcacarolinas.newsletter@gmail.com
mailto:mbcacarolinas.newsletter@gmail.com
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In the Spotlight …. Hilton Head Capital Partners 

https://www.hiltonheadcapitalpartners.com/
https://www.hiltonheadcapitalpartners.com/

