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Come Taste the Wine 
 

MBCA Ozark Section begins 2015 with a “Wine Tasting Party” 
at Hank and Jean Euler’s home in Rogers.  This will be our 
fourth year to enjoy this fun-filled event with lots of surprises.   
This year we will only be sampling six types of wine to tantalize 
our taste buds and challenge our wine-tasting prowess.  We 
won’t bring our own bottle of wine for tasting; the wines have 
already been selected:  three whites and three reds.  The label 
on each bottle will be covered.  We will be challenged to 
determine the type of wine and where the wine is produced.  
Prizes will be awarded for the wine tasting contest and a wine 
trivia competition.   

 

 
When 

 
January 24, 2015 

6:30 PM 

Where 

 
Euler’s Home 

8562 Apple Park 
Rogers, AR 72758 

 

RSVP 

Larry Altman 
479.530.3019 

larwan@cox.net  
 

 
Please bring a light appetizer to complement the wines we will 
be sampling.  We suggest a lighter fare… cheese, sliced meats, 
vegetable/fruit trays… so that we don’t mask the flavor of the 
wine.  In addition, please bring a bottle of your favorite drink to 
share throughout the evening.  Each tasting participant is asked 

to donate $5 to cover the cost of the pre-selected wines.  

 

Horse Racing at Oaklawn Reminder 
 

Once again, the club is planning an Event at Oaklawn in Hot 
Springs on the weekend of March 20-22, 2015. Since space is 
limited, please let Larry Altman (larwan@cox.net) if you would 
like to attend.  The club has reserved the Carousel Room at 
Oaklawn.   The cost is $42.50 per person, and includes a buffet 

beginning at 11:00 AM.   

 
 
 
 

Welcome New Members 
Phil Barnes Hamburg 

Aimee Duca Bentonville 

Robert Frye Bentonville 

B J Jenkins Pine Bluff 

Don Klinger Springdale 

Carl Long Bella Vista 

Ann Marlowe, Ph.D. Bella Vista 

John Murphey Bella Vista 

Kenneth Parker Rogers 

Larry Spradlin Greenbrier 

 

Thanks to Renewing Members for their 
Continued Loyalty 

Member Member Since 

Vern Sutter 1982 

Barry Noll 1985 

William Newbern 1988 

David Jones 1989 

Albert McClain 1998 

Robin Retzlaff 2000 

Roy Farley 2006 

E Porfirio Gutierrez 2007 

John Concoby 2008 

Klaas Voerman 2008 

Grant Griffin 2009 

Michael Butler 2011 

Peter Kimball 2011 

Jim-Pat Mills 2012 

Robert Hiler 2012 

Luke MacKen 2013 

mailto:larwan@cox.net
mailto:larwan@cox.net
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Star Reflections 
Kathy Menold, Section President 

I have been fortunate to have served on the MBCA Ozark 
Section Board of Directors for six years.  (Two years as 
Treasurer and the past four years as the Vice President.)   
Shortly after Joel and I joined the MBCA Ozark Section in 
2007, we were elected “Members of the Year” in 2008, but 
the real honor for me was being elected “South Central 
Region Officer of the Year” in 2012. 

I feel honored to serve as President on the MBCA Ozark 
Section Board of Directors for 2015-2016.  I will have a 
heavy challenge ahead of me, but I know in my heart and 
mind I will do my best to serve the members in our club.  
Several of our Past Presidents have been wonderful 
mentors for me:  Dave Jones, Robin Retzlaff, and Vern 
Sutter.  I know I will be able to ask them questions and for 
support anytime. 

Our club has a wonderful group of hard working members 
on the Board that are willing to make this an exceptional 
Ozark Section.  I can’t be more pleased than to have Larry 
Altman as our Vice President.  Larry and I have worked 
together for the past four years.  Larry did an outstanding 
job as Membership Chairman.  He already has some 
tremendous events planned for the next two years.  Ruth 
Shafer, our new Secretary, and I have worked together for 
the past two years as she served as Treasurer, and we 
have known each other since I joined the club in 2007.  We 
welcome aboard two fairly new members to the Ozark 
Section, Dr. Patti Tetu as our new Treasurer, and Bob Tetu 
as Director of Advertising.  Bob has also taken on the 
challenge of being the Ozark Section’s Historian. 

The Board would like to plan at least two overnight events 
a year.  Our first 2015 overnight event will be in March to 
the Oaklawn Horse Races and Austin Hotel in Hot Springs.  
We would also like to include a tour of the Garvan 
Woodland Botanical Gardens before we leave on Sunday. 

In the past, our Board members usually were the ones 
hosting the club events.  I am going to propose that more 
club members become involved.  The Board will ask you, 
as either one or two couples, to host an event if you are 
able.  This is a wonderful opportunity for each of you to see 
exactly how the MBCA Ozark Section operates. 

The Ozark Section Board meetings are held four times a 
year.  (The first Wednesday in the months of March, June, 
September, and December.)  These meetings are open to 

ANY Ozark Section member that would like to attend.  We 
normally hold these meetings in a Board member’s home.  
If you would like to attend, please contact me prior to the 
meeting at 479-756-6798 or menold1@cox.net. 

Remember, if you have any questions, please get in touch 
with one of our Board members listed in “The Star of the 
Ozarks” newsletter. I look forward to sharing a wonderful 
year ahead with you.  
 

Ozark Section Anniversaries 
 

Jack and Kay Reed Dec 05 

Klaas and Jeri Voerman Dec 10 

Albert and Maxine Mc Clain Dec 21 

Donna and Wade Carter Dec 22 

Barry and Barbara Freeman Dec 28 

Guillermo and Sandra Rosales Dec 28 

 
Ozark Section Birthdays 

 
Tanny Jones Dec 06 

Maxine Mc Clain Dec 10 

Jack Reed Dec 14 

Don Klinger Dec 18 

David Jones Dec 18 

Barry Noll Dec 19 

Harry Weissenstein Dec 27 

Dennis Anderson Dec 31 

Kathy Retzlaff Dec 31 

 
 

 
Ozark Section Supporter since 2013! 
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Ozark Section Supporter since 2009 

 
Keep your Email Address Updated 

 
Stay up to date by keeping your email address updated at 
www.mbca.org or by calling the National Office at 
800.637.2360. This will ensure you get that latest national, 
regional, and most importantly, local section communication and 

event information.  

 
2015 Schedule of Events 

Ozark Section MBCA 
(Dates and Events are subject to change) 

(Stay tuned as we continue building out the 2015 calendar of events!) 
 

Date Event 

Jan 24 Come Taste the Wine 

Feb 21 Tech Session  

Mar 20-22 Horse Racing at Oaklawn 

 
2015 MBCA Ozark Section Calendar is 

Available 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who’s Who? 
Ozark Section MBCA 

4026 Jessica Lane 
Springdale, AR 72764 

 
Officers, Directors and Committee Chairs 

President Kathy Menold 
479.756.6798 

menold1@cox.net 

Vice-President 
Events Chair 

Larry Altman 
479.530.3019 

larwan@cox.net  

Secretary Ruth Shafer 
479.756.6943 

ruthshafer73@gmail.com               

Treasurer Dr. Patti Tetu 
479.981.9389 

mudmouse@hughes.net 

Regional Director Gene Jurick 
972.461-1981  

gjurick@tx.rr.com. 

Past President Dave Jones 
479.756.6943 

joneshafer@sbcglobal.net 

Past President Robin Retzlaff 
479.200.4208 

rkretzlaff@cox.net 

President Emeritus Vern Sutter 
479.855.6854 

benzz99@cox.net 

Director, 
Newsletter Editor 

Paul Springmann 
407.721.7184 

paul.springmann@outlook.com 

Director, 
Advertising Chair 

Gary Reusswig 
Home: 417.206.0068 

Cell: 417.434.0582 

Director, Membership and 
Historian 

Bob Tetu 
479.981.9388 

buckmtn@hughes.net 

Hospitality Chair Becky Deitz 
479.466.5066 
bhdjd@att.net 

Technical Chair Roger Shuler 479.521.8383 

 
MBCA Ozark Section Newsletter – published every two months, is the official 
newsletter of the Ozark Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America. 

 

Opinions – Opinions expressed are those of the authors and not necessarily 
those of either MBCA or the Ozark Section. Neither MBCA nor the Ozark 

Section endorses products or services but may, as part of our informational 

activities, allow them to be cited in articles and notices. 

 

Trademarks – The trade names and trademarks “Mercedes-Benz”, 
“Mercedes”, and the three-pointed star in a circle are owned by DBAG and 

are authorized for use by its licensees which include MBCA, exclusively. 

 

Reprints – Reprinting original material herein is permitted if a proper 
attribution (source, including date of issue) is shown. 

 

Advertising – We welcome advertisers whose subject matter is relevant to 
MBCA or of interest to members of the Ozark Section. Advertising runs for 

one year (six issues) starting with the March /April issue. MBCA members 

may place a classified ad for free providing that ad is Mercedes specific. No 
inference should be made that products or services advertised herein have 

been approved by the MBCA/Ozark Section board of directors or this 

newsletter editor. 

 
Articles and Submissions – Copy should be emailed to the editor by the 10th 

of the month prior to the next issue. For example, submissions for the 

July/August issue should be received by the editor by June 10th. The editor 
reserves the right to edit all material; submission of material constitutes 

permission to edit and publish that material. No assumption should be made 

that the editor has authenticated any information in materials submitted.Contact Patti Tetu to purchase a copy of the 2015 MBCA Ozark 
Section Calendar. 

 

http://www.mbca.org/
mailto:menold1@cox.net
mailto:joneshafer@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rkretzlaff@cox.net
mailto:benzz99@earthlink.com
mailto:buckmtn@hughes.net
mailto:bhdjd@att.net
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Rallied to Buck’s Place 
Submitted by Dave Jones 

At 8 a.m. on August 23rd, the showroom of Mercedes-Benz of Northwest Arkansas in Bentonville was abuzz with 24 jovial members of 
the Ozark section. Nine teams were eagerly awaiting the start of our 14th almost-annual road rally, which was scheduled to begin and 
end earlier than usual because of the hot weather. [What follows is a bit more detailed than is typical because we were not able to 
put a pre-event notice in the previous newsletter, and I want those who were unable to attend to know what our typical rally 
involves.] 

The Rallymeister, yours truly, first had the participants sign the Club’s required 
Release of Liability document and then quickly outlined the day’s activity. I told 
them the dealership’s manager, Jonathan McMichael, had not only allowed us 
to assemble there but he had also generously provided several nice prizes and 
gifts I would award later. I said everything they needed to know first was in the 
two documents I gave them when they arrived: the “Competition Instructions” 
and the “Guidelines for Reading Navigation Instructions.” 

Then, I showed them an example of the package I would give them at the 
starting line. It contained four documents: (1) a team number card, (2) the 
“Navigation Instructions and Clues,” (3) a “Trivia Quiz,” and (4) a “Ripcord 
Envelope.” The latter contained detailed guidance for finding the secret 
destination. I emphasized three matters: first, they must zero their vehicle’s odometer at the starting line; second, they could complete 
the quiz any time prior to the awards ceremony; and third, they should open the Ripcord only if they couldn’t find the destination and were 
willing to forego being eligible for a prize in the Navigation and Driving elements. 

Next, I pointed to a corner where the dealership’s driveway exited and said they 
should take their vehicles there and form a queue. I told them I’d be waiting at 
that corner to hand each team the four items numbered above but would delay a 
few minutes between each start so they would be less likely to follow each other, 
and I would then enter each team’s departure time on their Nav Instructions sheet 
just before I said “Go.” I also said a co-rallymeister would be waiting at the 
destination and would enter their arrival time on the Nav Instructions sheet and 
collect the four numbered documents so we could score them and determine the 
prize-winners. 

The Nav Instructions contained 35 fill-in-the-blank clues about landmarks that 
were selected to motivate each team to observe details that would confirm they were on course. The trivia quiz contained 25 multiple 
choice, automobile-related, questions that were based on info in a syndicated newspaper feature titled “Car Quiz,” on articles in The Star 
magazine, and on a book titled The Ultimate History of Mercedes-Benz. 

I had previously emphasized this would not be a speed event and that the winner in the competition’s timed category would be the team 
coming closest to the averaged “ideal” we rallymeisters achieved when we pre-drove the route twice travelling no faster than the posted 
speed limit. 

Our destination, the teams would discover, was less than 50 miles away in Berryville, AR, mostly 
via the twisty, fun-to-drive US Highway 62 that passes through Eureka Springs. To allow time for 
all to arrive, our first destination was at the town square’s Ozark Café for a meal or beverage 
break. Next, we walked about a half block to what I’d termed “Buck’s Place,” the Saunders 
Museum. It’s very understated slogan is “A whole lot more than just a great gun collection.” 
Indeed, there’s an amazing display of unique and rare artifacts “Col” Saunders collected and 
donated to the city in his will. Examples ar  e antique Persian rugs, teakwood furniture, fine china, 
arrowheads (our section anthropologist, Linn Reusswig, warned me the PC police say that term’s 
too warlike and recommend “projectile points”), Sitting Bull’s war bonnet, an Arab sheik’s tent 
(made of silk and whaleskin by the sheik’s harem of 200 wives), the pistol used to start the 

First Team Out:  Marty and Bee Anderson 

Last Team Out: Bob and Patti Tetu 

Diligently paying attention to instructions 
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Oklahoma Land Rush, guns owned by the James brothers, Belle Star, Cole Younger, Billy the Kid, Buffalo Bill, Wild Bill Hickok, and a 
complete set of early firearms marketed by the famous companies of Colt, Winchester, Smith and Wesson, etc.  

It was there that we held the rally’s awards ceremony. In accord with our tradition of giving a token gift to new members attending their 
first event, I began by presenting an LED-lighted MB key fob to Marty and Bee Anderson of Hot Springs. The team names of the top 
three finishers in the three competition categories, and their prizes [in brackets, although some had already won a prize and graciously 
declined so others would have a chance], were as follows: 

Navigation (landmark clues): 1st, Anderson [MBCA beach towel]; 2nd, Retzlaff 
[MB umbrella]; 3rd, Schuh [cutting board]. 

Driving (timed): 1st, Retzlaff [declined]; 2nd, Anderson [MBCA winter garments 
set]; 3rd, Carter [declined]. 

Trivia (quiz): 1st, Retzlaff [MBCA fleece vest]; 2nd, Schuh [MB backpack]; 3rd, 
Carter [MB polo shirt]. 

There were some ties, so I asked tie-breaker questions to determine the order of 
the above. The MB dealer had also provided enough drink cozies and ballpoint 
pens for all participants and the museum’s staff, so everyone had a memento of 
the event. 

I ended by thanking all for attending and said I couldn’t have done the event without the assistance of my co-rallymeister/wife, Ruth 
Shafer, and the couple who scored the competition documents, Larry & Wanda Altman. As we departed, several participants told me 
how much they enjoyed the event and that they were eager to do another rally. My soul glowed, as did that of the other members of the 
rallymeister team. If you want to feel such a glow, contact our Events Coordinator, Larry Altman, and offer to host an event. His contact 

info is in this newsletter’s Who’s Who box.  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Larry, Wanda, and Ruth doing the grading 

Ozark Section Supporter since 2013 
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Weekend in Eureka 
Submitted by Dave Jones 

Our almost-annual weekend in Eureka Springs occurred September 5-6. As for the past several years, we were there primarily to watch 
the city’s Antique Automobile Festival and to participate in the activities surrounding that. At 5 p.m. on the evening of the fifth, which was 
sunny and mild, 18 members gathered a few miles outside Eureka in the beautiful far-north-country style farm home of Bob & Patti Tetu 
for a potluck dinner and Mercedes-quality camaraderie. Bob did ribs on the grill, and our members once again outdid themselves with 
the tasty and attractive dishes they brought. One member’s was a birthday cake the honoree, Ruth Shafer, made for sharing—so we 
serenaded her with the traditional song and helped make even the crumbs disappear.  

The glow on Ruth’s face was enough of a treat for all of us; however, the Tetus then asked us to gather in their living room for a bit of 
show-and-tell. I asked if I could have the floor for a moment and was granted that, so I presented a 5-year Membership Anniversary Pin 
and certificate to Klaas and Jeri Voorman. 

 Arrayed around the high shelves of the wood-paneled room were a multitude of artifacts the Tetus 
“bought, bartered for, and were given” during their years of working in Alaska (Bob for 37, Patti 20). 
The focal-point was a totem pole that touched the cathedral ceiling. A male patient gave it to Dr. Patti 
in gratitude for the medical care she provided. She and Bob selected some items from lower shelves 
and passed them around while they related how they obtained them, what their significance is, and—
in some cases—what the item is.  

Just a few examples: a whale’s shoulder bone decorated with scrimshaw (scrollwork, engravings, 
and carvings done on bone or ivory), a petrified tooth from a wooly mammoth, mounted moose 
antlers they used for years as a Christmas tree, petrified mastodon bones, a walrus jawbone carved 
as an eagle, and antique snowshoes Bob used while working as a trapper before he was employed 
from 1976-94 as a maintenance supervisor on an oil pipeline owned by Aleska (yes, that’s how it’s 
spelled) Pipeline Service Company. Patti was a physician’s assistant for that company and, after 
obtaining her M.D. degree, opened her own medical practice. She also provided medical care while 
serving in the Naval Reserve and retired from that. Bob taught Patti to fly, so they made many trips 
above the Arctic Circle to provide treatment not only to pipeline employees but also to civilians living 
in the bush and indigenous people. After the show-and-tell, Bob and Patti took us just outside to their 
landing strip and aircraft hangers. The latter contain their two planes and a dozen or so cars, most 
of which are Mercedes. What a treat our hosts provided!  

Most of us stayed in a motel or bed and breakfast in Eureka that evening. At 
11 a.m. on the sixth, and despite an unseasonably cool morning and a threat 
of rain that didn’t materialize, we gathered at the curb near the Rock 
Cottages Inn to watch the parade. Rousing cheers and a standing ovation 
arose when our three standard-bearers approached. Porfirio Gutierrez & 
Tanny Jones, Klaas & Jeri Voorman, and Dane & Diane Paulsen did us 
proud. For lunch, we took the Tetu’s suggestion and went to Mountain Sushi, 
a great little place. Next, we motored over to the Pine Mountain Village area 
to view the parade vehicles and a wood-carving exhibit. That evening, 20 of 
our members assembled at the Bavarian Inn Restaurant for dinner and 
further togetherness in a semi-private room. Our two tablefuls competed in 
singing German drinking songs. Afterwards, several of us went back to the 
Rock Cottages Inn and formed a circle of physical and psychological 
warmth around a softly-glowing firepit while a “super moon” drifted 
overhead and a young Little Rock couple snuggled on their anniversary.  

The entire weekend was another rousing Ozark section success, thanks to the thoughtfulness of our event hosts, the Tetus, and our 
Event Coordinator, Kathy Menold.  

 

Welcome to the Tetu's 

MBs lined up in front of the hangar 
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Ozark Section Supporter since 2011! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Ozark Section Support since 1997! 



 

Ozark Section Newsletter 
Paul Springmann, Editor 
13281 Timberline Road 
Bentonville, AR 72712 

Change of Address?  
Mercedes-Benz Club of America 

800.637.2360 
www.mbca.org 

 

 

 

http://www.mbca.org/

