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Gateway Arch Construction Film 
2014 Membership Awards 

 
Please join us as Vern and Oleatha Sutter host his year’s 
Membership Awards and Pot-Luck Dinner in their home in Bella 
Vista, AR. In addition to the awards presentation and dinner, 
Vern will present a construction film of the Gateway Arch built in 
St. Louis, Missouri.  Vern was employed as a welding engineer 
by the steel erector, Pittsburg-Des Moines Steel Company, 
during the construction.  Vern will give some personal 
comments concerning the construction of the Arch. 
 
The Gateway Arch is a 630-foot high monument in St Louis, MO. 
Clad in stainless steel and built in the form of a flattened 
catenary arch. It is the tallest man-made monument in the 
United States, Missouri’s tallest accessible building, and the 
world’s tallest arch. Built as a monument to the westward 
expansion of the United States, it is the centerpiece of the 
Jefferson National Expansion Memorial and has become an 
internationally famous symbol of St. Louis.  
 

 
When 

 
July 26 
6:00 PM 

 

Where 
Sutter’s Home 

3 Kintyre Ln. Bella Vista, AR 
 

RSVP 

Kathy Menold 
479.756.6798 

menold1@cox.net 
 

 
The Sutter’s will be providing burgers and brats.   Please bring 
a snacks, salad, or a desert, along with your favorite drink.  Let 
Kathy know what you plan to bring so we can have a great 

selection and variety of delicious food.  

 
Special Congratulations 

 
Jim and Becky Deitz are celebrating their 50th wedding 
anniversary on August 12!   Congratulations from the Ozark 

Section of MBCA.  Great work and cheers.  
 

 

Welcome New Members 
 

Woodrow Acord Eureka Springs 

Martin Bauer Little Rock 

Warren Flynn Rogers 

Hugh Showalter Rogers 

Jeff Smith Siloam Springs 

Elizabeth Syer Loma Linda 

Bob Wichert Bella Vista 

 
Thanks to Renewing Members for their 

Continued Loyalty 
 

Member Member Since 

Paul Springmann 1990 

Jacques Payne 1997 

Roger Shuler 1997 

Frederick Paulsen 1998 

Wayne Eris 2003 

Axel Wulff 2005 

Jeffrey Klepac 2005 

Jim Deitz 2006 

Watson James 2006 

Bob Zimmerman 2008 

John Lee 2009 

Reginald Bright 2010 

Gerhard Reusswig 2010 

Nick Schuh 2011 

Lynn Knight 2011 

William Kremer 2012 

Tim Ward 2013 

Kim Kreeger 2013 

Henry Euler 2013 

 
What happened to the May-June Newsletter? 

 
Your newsletter editor has been a bit busy with family, career 
changes, and of course keeping up the fleet.   The May- June 
newsletter did not happen.   This edition contains both current 

and previous content.   

mailto:menold1@cox.net
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Ozark Section Anniversaries 
 

Gary and Lin Reusswig Jul 06 

Dane and Diane Paulsen Jul 16 

Mick and Beth Hickman Jul 23 

Jim and Becky Deitz Aug 12 

 
Ozark Section Birthdays 

 
Jeffrey Klepac Jul 04 

Penny Springmann Jul 08 

Kathleen Menold Jul 10 

Bob Zimmerman Jul 17 

Barbara Wissing Jul 19 

Gerhard Reusswig Jul 20 

Reid Fairchild Aug 05 

George Williams Aug 08 

Larry Altman Aug 15 

Joel Menold Aug 16 

Robin Retzlaff Aug 21 

 

 
Ozark Section Supporter since 2013! 

 

 
Ozark Section Supporter since 2009! 

 
 
 

Who’s Who? 
Ozark Section MBCA, Inc. 

2007 Oak Hill Dr. 
Springdale, AR 72762 

 

Officers, Directors and Committee Chairs 

President David Jones 
479.756.6943 

joneshafer@sbcglobal.net 

Vice-President 
Events Chair 

Kathy Menold 
479.756.6798 

menold1@cox.net  

Secretary Wanda Altman 
479.530.3019 

larwan@cox.net 

Treasurer Ruth Shafer 
479.756.6943 

joneshafer@sbcglobal.net 

Regional Director Gene Jurick 
972.461-1981  

gjurick@tx.rr.com. 

Past President Robin Retzlaff 
479.200.4208 

rkretzlaff@cox.net 

President Emeritus Vern Sutter 
479.855.6854 

benzz99@cox.net 

Membership Chair Larry Altman 
479.530.3019 

larwan@cox.net  

Technical Chair Roger Shuler 479.521.8383 

Director, 
Newsletter Editor 

Paul 
Springmann 

407.721.7184 
paul.springmann@outlook.co

m 

Director-at-Large 
Gary 
Reusswig 

417.206-2936  

Director, 
Advertising Chair 

Don Baker 
479.640.4592 

dgbaker5644@gmail.com 

Hospitality Chair Becky Deitz 
479.466.5066 
bhdjd@att.net 

 
MBCA Ozark Section Newsletter – published every two months, is the official 

newsletter of the Ozark Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America. 

 

Opinions – Opinions expressed are those of the authors and not necessarily 
those of either MBCA or the Ozark Section. Neither MBCA nor the Ozark 

Section endorses products or services but may, as part of our informational 
activities, allow them to be cited in articles and notices. 

 

Trademarks – The trade names and trademarks “Mercedes-Benz”, 

“Mercedes”, and the three-pointed star in a circle are owned by DBAG and 
are authorized for use by its licensees which include MBCA, exclusively. 

 

Reprints – Reprinting original material herein is permitted if a proper 

attribution (source, including date of issue) is shown. 

 

Advertising – We welcome advertisers whose subject matter is relevant to 
MBCA or of interest to members of the Ozark Section. Advertising runs for 

one year (six issues) starting with the March /April issue. MBCA members 
may place a classified ad for free providing that ad is Mercedes specific. No 

inference should be made that products or services advertised herein have 

been approved by the MBCA/Ozark Section board of directors or this 
newsletter editor. 

 
Articles and Submissions – Copy should be emailed to the editor by the 10th 

of the month prior to the next issue. For example, submissions for the 

July/August issue should be received by the editor by June 10th. The editor 
reserves the right to edit all material; submission of material constitutes 

permission to edit and publish that material. No assumption should be made 

that the editor has authenticated any information in materials submitted. 
 

mailto:joneshafer@sbcglobal.net
mailto:menold1@cox.net
mailto:joneshafer@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rkretzlaff@cox.net
mailto:benzz99@earthlink.com
mailto:bhdjd@att.net
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Ozark Section Supporter since 2011! 
 

   
Ozark Section Supporter since 2013! 
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On the Road Ahead 
Dave Jones, Section President 

“I can’t believe that you….” So says my wife when she wants to gently call my attention to some niggling oversight or error on my 
part. Well, this time I’m the one saying it to me because I can’t believe I’ve neglected to submit a Road column since the Nov/Dec 
issue. You’ve missed it, I hope, although I’m chagrined that no one has said so. I’d like to think our members are just being tactful 
rather than unappreciative of my deathless prose. The excuse for my paused columns is that wife and I have been really busy moving 
to a grander home in Springdale and working hard to make the former one marketable. It’s a long, but happy, story. 

However, our board of directors would probably impeach me if I missed submitting a column this issue. They know I need to 
emphasize a very important matter that’s fast approaching: Namely, our upcoming elections. Our members elect the officers each 
even-numbered year, and one of our three non-officer directors each year. Most of us now serving on the board have done so for 
many years, and all of our officers are ready to hand the reins and spurs to people who can guide this hoss with new ideas and/or 
deeper reservoirs of vigor.  

It’s very important that you know what you need to look for and what to do and when, so please read the following carefully. Also, be 
aware that—unlike in the past—the nominating and balloting forms will provide an option for both the primary and one associate 
member (who must be an adult living in the same household and named on the Club’s official membership roster) to state their 
choices on the same form. Nominate as many as you wish, but we’ll count only one vote per open position per voter (two voters per 
form). Yes, you may nominate and vote for yourself.     

In an upcoming issue of our newsletter, and as an email to our members in early September, our nominating committee will provide 
you a Nomination Form. You can either send your nominations by return email or print the form that’s in the newsletter and postal 
mail it to the committee. You may send only one form per paid membership, and it must be received no later than September 30th. 
In early October, a member of the committee will call each nominated person to ask about his/her willingness to serve and to say 
what the position’s duties are. The duties, which are specified in our Leader’s Guide, can also be emailed or postal mailed. 

In mid-October, the committee will provide you an Election Ballot that lists the nominees who agreed to serve if elected. The ballot 
will be emailed to members having an email address and postal mailed to those who don’t. As with the nominating form, the committee 
will accept only one ballot form per paid membership. You must return the form to the committee no later than the date specified on 
the ballot. Otherwise, your vote will not be counted. 

At our Annual Meeting, which will be held during the event scheduled for October and coincident with the date specified on the ballot, 
the Chair of our nominating committee will take the floor to announce the results of the election. If only one person agreed to serve 
in a particular capacity, the Chair may say it is uncontested and ask if anyone is opposed to declaring that person elected by 
acclamation (which is a majority voice vote in lieu of balloting). A voice vote will be taken if needed. 

Those who are elected will take office on November 1st. Officers will serve for two years, and a non-officer director will serve for three. 
That staggers the experience profile of our board and helps assure at least two members retain an institutional memory. PLEASE 

EXERCIZE YOUR MEMBERSHIP RIGHTS AND TAKE PART IN THIS ELECTION!   

 
 

2014 Schedule of Events Ozark Section MBCA 
(Dates and Events are subject to change) 

Date Event Location Contact Person Contact Info 

July 26 6:00PM Gateway Arch Construction Sutter’s Home Kathy Menold 
479.756.6798 

menold1@cox.net 

August 23 Road Rally    

September 6 Hot Air Balloon Fest Harrison   

December Christmas Party    

mailto:menold1@cox.net
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Off to the Races at Oak Lawn 
Submitted by Larry Altman 

 
Thirty-two Ozark Section members and friends gathered on Friday, 
March 21st, at the Austin Hotel and Convention Center in Hot Springs, 
Arkansas, for our 4th annual horse racing event. We kicked-off the 
festivities in the hotel’s parlor room at 5 p.m. to socialize and learn more 
about the next day’s highlight, watching the races at Oaklawn Park. We 
then walked across the street to the Porterhouse Steak and Seafood 
Restaurant, an enchanting old establishment with lots of historical 
ambiance and a superb menu. It has become a perennial favorite. After 
dinner, we returned to the hotel where several gathered again in the 
parlor room to continue socializing.  Others went to the hotel’s Silver 
Fox night club to dance to live music provided by the band Golden 
Harvest, and still others went to their rooms to relax after a long day.  
 
We met in the hotel’s dining room on Saturday morning for a hearty complimentary breakfast buffet, after which we headed to the 
racetrack.  Some drove their vehicles while others rode in a shuttle van provided by the hotel. Some of our members chose to be 
chauffeured in a stretch limo this year.  It was quite a treat to travel over to the track in such luxurious comfort.  Once again we had 
reserved tables in Oaklawn’s Carousel Terrace Room with a glass-enclosed, air-conditioned, elevated view of the racetrack, a 
delicious buffet, betting windows, and our own wait staff. Everyone seemed to have a different strategy for picking the winning horses.  

Some used the statistical method, while others picked their horses by name or color. 
(“Always bet on the gray!”) Regardless of whether they won or lost everyone had a 
great time and enjoyed the excitement of the races, the food, the fun and each other’s 
company.  
 
After the races, we returned to the hotel’s parlor room and talked about our bets and 
what a fun day it was while we enjoyed cheese, crackers and other snacks, and a 
variety of beverages. We especially enjoyed the opportunity to talk with new members 
Harry and Kay Mossberger who live in Fayetteville. 
 
On Sunday morning, we gathered again for a wonderful breakfast in the hotel dining 
room and discussed our various plans for the day.  Everyone agreed that we would 
have to do this again next year.  After saying our good byes, some couples headed 

back home and still others were planning to stop off for lunch at the beautiful lodge at Mt. Magazine State Park.  Several members 
expressed their gratitude to our Vice President, Kathy Menold, and Membership Chair, Larry Altman, for their efforts in arranging and 

coordinating this year’s fun-filled event.  
 

Fun Times in Springfield 
Submitted by Dave Jones 

On April 19th, 34 members and guests from two sections of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America (Ozark and Kansas City) converged 
in the Springfield, MO, showroom of Elite Mercedes at 10 a.m. Our members Gary and Linn Reusswig, assisted by our Events Chair, 
Kathy Menold, did a super job of coordinating this well-attended event. 

Brent Singley, the dealership’s Preferred Partner Specialist (Event Manager), greeted us warmly, presented welcoming gifts, and 
said they were delighted to be our host for the morning. He encouraged us to enjoy the variety of brunch-type edibles and beverages 
that were on several tables and to socialize before we began our tour of the business’ departments. He said we would then return to 
the showroom for opportunities to win several door prizes.  

Supervisors from the management staff, collision repair center, service department, parts, and new and pre-owned inventory vehicles 
gave us comprehensive overviews of their areas of responsibility as we toured the impressive, recently-remodeled facility. When we 

Kathy with new members Harry and Kay Mossberger 
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returned to the showroom, a member of the sales staff demonstrated several of the latest technical innovations that Mercedes has 
recently introduced. Mr. Singley then gave each visitor a numbered ticket, dropped a matching one in a box, and asked for a volunteer 
to draw the winning tickets. I was having so much fun watching the winners enjoy their prizes that I forgot to note who won what, but 
the dozen or so prizes were generous. For example, one was for a single-night stay for two at the Downstream Casino in Joplin plus 
a $150 voucher.  

Next, we drove a short distance away to the city’s renowned Bass Pro Shop for a delicious buffet lunch in Hemingway’s Blue Water 
Café, which overlooks the massive retail area. Behind its bar is a huge aquarium containing fish native to the Ozark Mountains area. 
The Reusswigs had arranged for us to be seated as a group, and Linn had graciously put at each place setting a cupcake wrapper 
that held snack-type munchies. Gary distributed envelopes that contained a $5 Bass Pro gift card to each member of our party. 
Before and after lunch, we roamed the building’s departments. They are devoted to hunting, fishing, hiking, camping, shooting, 
archery, etc. All of us marveled at the realism of the live and taxidermy displays that depict scenes relating to those activities. 

Again, and on behalf of all who attended, I thank our hosts for arranging such a fun event.  It’s always especially nice to be able to 
enjoy the camaraderie of our fellow MBCA members from another section. We’ve done several with the KC folks, and we eagerly 

anticipate continuing to do so.   

 

Autobahn Legends Show 
Submitted by Dave Jones 

Pictures submitted by Larry Altman 

A beautiful spring morning greeted 28 cordial Ozark section members and guests on May 17th in the 
City Park of downtown Siloam Springs. The picturesque location is adjacent to the waterfalls of Sager 
Creek and is distinguished by a large bandstand-type gazebo and a farmer’s market. We parked on 
a shady lawn beneath huge trees and broke out our folding chairs, picnic coolers, and wide smiles.   

We were participating in the third annual Autobahn Legends German Auto Show, which is sponsored 
by Main Street Siloam Springs and is hosted by our member Mike Butler and his father. They own 
Ehrlich Motorwerks, which specializes in excellent pre-owned luxury and performance vehicles and is 
located in the city’s historical district. Each of us received a classy tee shirt displaying the event’s logo.   

 

With 12 vehicles entered in the People’s Choice judging, our section had the most contenders. Also present were a large number of 
Porches, Audis, Volkswagens, and BMWs. Most glistened with obvious TLC; however, a splinter group of VWs took an opposite tack 
this year and amused loudly with touches of west-coast “rat” styling. We surveyed the displays and visited with admiring members of 
the public and the other clubs until about noon. Then, while Mike and his helpers tallied the vote count, most of us walked a half block 
over to 28 Springs—a new contemporary restaurant co-owned by Miles James, who is a well-known chef from Fayetteville and 
specializes in “Ozark Plateau” cuisine. Mike had asked Miles to also prepare a special German-themed menu for that day, so we 
feasted on such favorites as jägerwurst and weinerschnitzel and ordered from a wide selection of classic German beers. While we 
were there, I presented token gifts to two members who were new to the section and attending their first event. The first, Andrew 
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Spranza, had attended an earlier event but was not yet a member. He and his wife, Vicki, came in their 500 SEC. The second, David 
Williams, came from Jacksonville, about 200 miles, in his SL 500. 

On returning to the park, we assembled near the gazebo so Mike could announce the 
winners of numerous door prizes and the people’s choice voting. Members of our section 
who won door prizes were Joel Menold, Ruth Shafer, David Williams, Rob Retzlaff, Jack 
Reed, Guillermo Rosales, Wanda Altman, Kathy Deitz, Andrew Spranza, and Patti Tetu. 
Each person was allowed to select their 
prize from an array displayed on a table.  

Unlike last year, when our members Al and 
Mary Marks won the top prize in the voting 
competition, no Mercedes was recognized 
this time. However, we were delighted to see 
Al and Mary again; this year they drove from 

their new home near Kansas City, but not in their classic SL. The first and third prizes 
went to Porches, and the second to a BMW. Each prize was an elegant stainless steel 
plaque.   

Mike and his dad always plan this event carefully, conduct it efficiently, and make 
everyone happy they came. They even order perfect weather each year. May it always 
be so, and may our members continue to show their appreciation by using their 

business’ services and/or referring friends to them.    
  



Page 8 

The Star of the Ozarks 
 

July – August 2014 
 

 
 

 

 

Ozark Section Supporter since 1997! 
 

 
MBCA EVENT TERMS OF PARTICIPATION 

 
This agreement pertains to driving events of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Inc (MBCA) in which I desire to participate, whether as a driver, 
passenger, official, volunteer or to attend as a spectator or visitor. In consideration for permitting me to participate in or observe driving events, 
which may consist of time trials, autocross, acceleration runs, defensive driving, road rally and/or tours or to attend the event as a spectator or 
visitor, I knowingly and voluntarily agree as follows: 
 

1. I CERTIFY, UNDERSTAND AND AGREE that if I am driving, a passenger or otherwise participating in the events: 

a. The vehicle I am driving or in which I am a passenger in the events is insured with at least $100,000.00 per person bodily injury 

and property damage insurance that will be in effect for the entire duration of the events 

b. Any participant violating the competition and event rules may be expelled from the event and forfeit all competition privileges. 

 

2. I UNDERSTAND AND AGREE that excessive consumption of alcohol or possession or consumption of illegal drugs is strictly prohibited. 

 

3. I HEREBY GRANT TO MBCA and the event organizer the irrevocable and unrestricted right to use and publish photographs and video 

images of me, or in which I may appear, for editorial, trade, advertising and any other bona fide purposes, in any manner and medium. I 

hereby release MBCA, the event organizer, the photographer and videographer from all claims and liability relating thereto. 

 

4. MBCA cannot be held liable for cancellation, delays or other lack of performance with respect to the event under any “force majeure” 

circumstances (including, but not limited to, wars, riots, insurrection, terrorism, acts of god, strikes or labor stoppages). 

 

5. I authorize and consent to treatment, hospitalization and other care rendered to me in the event of my illness, injury or other emergent 

circumstances that may occur while participating in the event and assume full responsibility to pay for all costs and expenses for any such 

treatment, hospitalization and care (therefore agreeing to hold harmless and indemnify MBCA and the event organizers therefore). 

 

HAVING READ THIS TERMS OF PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT, I HEREBY BIND MYSELF AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES, HEIRS 
AND NEXT OF KIN BY THIS AGREEMENT.  



 

Ozark Section Newsletter 
Paul Springmann, Editor 
13281 Timberline Road 
Bentonville, AR 72712 

Change of Address?  
Mercedes-Benz Club of America 

800.637.2360 
www.mbca.org 

 
 

http://www.mbca.org/

