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Autobahn Legends in Siloam Springs 
 

The third annual Autobahn Legends Auto Show sponsored by 
Ehrlich Motorwerks is just around the corner.  Once again, the 

show will be held at the City Park in downtown Siloam Springs. 
We would like for the show participants to feel free to kick back 
and relax, visit with other show participants, walk through the 

farmers market, or visit some of the local shops.  
 

 
When 

 

May 17 
Show starts at 10:00 AM 

(begin parking cars at 8:30 AM) 

 

Where 
 

Downtown Siloam Springs 

RSVP 

Mike Butler 
479.524.6560 

mbutler@ehrlichmotorwerks.com 
 

 

Registration is not required, but appreciated.  A German themed 
lunch menu at the Twenty-Eight Springs restaurant is planned 

around 12:45 PM.  Watch for additional email updates!  

 
Welcome New Members 

 
Martin  Anderson Hot Springs Village 

Harry  Mossberger Fayetteville 

Lawrence  Smith Springdale 

Andrew  Spranza Farmington 

Nicole  Trudo Bentonville 

David  Williams Jacksonville 

 

 

Thanks to Renewing Members for their 
Continued Loyalty 

 
Member Member Since 

David Chance 1995 

Dennis Anderson 2004 

Christopher Gibson 2013 

Rod Haney 2005 

Tanya Mantooth 2013 

Brian Wells 2013 

 
 

Gateway Arch Construction Film 
 
The Gateway Arch is a 630-foot high monument in St Louis, MO. 
Clad in stainless steel and built in the form of a flattened 
catenary arch. It is the tallest man-made monument in the 

United States, Missouri’s tallest accessible building, and the 
world’s tallest arch. Built as a monument to the westward 
expansion of the United States, it is the centerpiece of the 

Jefferson National Expansion Memorial and has become an 
internationally famous symbol of St. Louis.  
 
Vern Sutter was employed as a welding engineer by the steel 

erector, Pittsburg-Des Moines Steel Company during the 
construction. In addition to the film presentation, Vern will give 
some personal comments concerning the construction of the 

Arch. 
 

 
When 

 

July 26 
6:00 PM 

 

Where 
Sutter’s Home 

3 Kintyre Ln. Bella Vista, AR 

 

RSVP 

Vern Sutter 
479.855.6854 

benzz99@cox.net 

 

 
The Sutter’s will be providing burgers and brats.   Please bring 

a snacks, salad, or a desert, along with your favorite drink. 

Carpooling is recommended as parking is limited.  

  

mailto:mbutler@ehrlichmotorwerks.com
mailto:benzz99@cox.net


Page 2 

The Star of the Ozarks 
 

March – April 2014 
 

 

Ozark Section Anniversaries 
Porfiriro Gutierrez and Tanny Jones Mar 17 

John and Lina Concoby Mar 19 

Jeff and Denise Klepac Apr 05 

Vern and Oleatha Sutter Apr 19 

Reid and Donna Fairchild Apr 28 

Al and Ginny Gulseth Jun 17 

John and Lori Lee Jun 27 

Ozark Section Birthdays 
Ginny Gulseth Mar 01 

Beth Hickman Mar 03 

Porfirio Gutierrez Mar 27 

Frederick Paulsen Apr 03 

Jim Deitz Apr 15 

Barbara Freeman Apr 15 

Wanda Altman Apr 20 

Diane Paulsen Apr 21 

Wayne Eris Apr 28 

Donald Baker May 06 

Mary Marks May 10 

Klaas Voerman May 17 

JeriVoerman Jun 03 

Jan Sweitzer Jun 30 

 

 
Ozark Section Supporter since 2013! 

 

 
Ozark Section Supporter since 2009 

 

Who’s Who? 
Ozark Section MBCA, Inc. 

2007 Oak Hill Dr. 
Springdale, AR 72762 

 
Officers, Directors and Committee Chairs 

President David Jones 
479.756.6943 

joneshafer@sbcglobal.net 

Vice-President 
Events Chair 

Kathy Menold 
479.756.6798 

menold1@cox.net  

Secretary Wanda Altman 
479.530.3019 

larwan@cox.net 

Treasurer Ruth Shafer 
479.756.6943 

joneshafer@sbcglobal.net 

Regional Director Gene Jurick 
972.461-1981  

gjurick@tx.rr.com. 

Past President Robin Retzlaff 
479.200.4208 

rkretzlaff@cox.net 

President Emeritus Vern Sutter 
479.855.6854 

benzz99@cox.net 

Membership Chair Larry Altman 
479.530.3019 

larwan@cox.net  

Technical Chair Roger Shuler 479.521.8383 

Director, 
Newsletter Editor 

Paul 
Springmann 

407.721.7184 
paul.springmann@outlook.com 

Director-at-Large 
Gary 
Reusswig 

417.206-2936  

Director, 
Advertising Chair 

Don Baker 
479.640.4592 

dgbaker5644@gmail.com 

Hospitality Chair Becky Deitz 
479.466.5066 
bhdjd@att.net 

 
MBCA Ozark Section Newsletter – published every two months, is the official 

newsletter of the Ozark Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America. 

 

Opinions – Opinions expressed are those of the authors and not necessarily 

those of either MBCA or the Ozark Section. Neither MBCA nor the Ozark 
Section endorses products or services but may, as part of our informational 
activities, allow them to be cited in articles and notices. 

 

Trademarks – The trade names and trademarks “Mercedes-Benz”, 

“Mercedes”, and the three-pointed star in a circle are owned by DBAG and 
are authorized for use by its licensees which include MBCA, exclusively. 

 

Reprints – Reprinting original material herein is permitted if a proper 

attribution (source, including date of issue) is shown. 

 

Advertising – We welcome advertisers whose subject matter is relevant to 

MBCA or of interest to members of the Ozark Section. Advertising runs for 
one year (six issues) starting with the March /April issue. MBCA members 
may place a classified ad for free providing that ad is Mercedes specific. No 
inference should be made that products or services advertised herein have 
been approved by the MBCA/Ozark Section board of directors or this 
newsletter editor. 

 
Articles and Submissions – Copy should be emailed to the editor by the 10th 

of the month prior to the next issue. For example, submissions for the 
July/August issue should be received by the editor by June 10 th. The editor 
reserves the right to edit all material; submission of material constitutes 

permission to edit and publish that material. No assumption should be made 
that the editor has authenticated any information in materials submitted. 

 

mailto:joneshafer@sbcglobal.net
mailto:menold1@cox.net
mailto:joneshafer@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rkretzlaff@cox.net
mailto:benzz99@earthlink.com
mailto:bhdjd@att.net
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Ozark Section Supporter since 2011! 
 

  

 
 

Ozark Section Supporter since 2013! 



Page 4 

The Star of the Ozarks 
 

March – April 2014 
 

 

2014 Wine Tasting Party 
Submitted by Dave Jones 

Twenty-seven jovial members and guests of the Ozark section gathered January 11th on a pleasantly warm evening in Rogers 

at Don & Mary Baker’s beautiful townhome for our third competitive “blind” wine-tasting party. Our hosts for this always-fun event 
were the Bakers and John & Joslyn Lee. During a happy hour of warm camaraderie, we noshed from selections of delicious 

potluck appetizers and beverages the hosts and participants provided. Thanks to our section’s talented foodies, our noshing 
selections were attractive and interestingly varied.  

The hosts had encouraged each participant to bring one or two bottles of a favorite wine or a 

sparkling non-alcoholic beverage and an appetizer that would complement the beverage. They 
specified the beverage’s cost should not exceed $10. To assure a “blind” aspect, the hosts 

placed the bottles in plain wrappers and arranged them within color categories on an oval dining 
table. Participants then circled the table carrying elegant wine glasses in which to sample the 
offerings and judge their taste quality on a 1-5 scale in three categories: White (W), Red (R), 

and Blush (B). There were no entrants in the blush category.  

When each had tasted to her or his tongue’s content, the hosts gathered everyone in the home’s 

great room, and John announced the winning entrants. He awarded first, second, and third 
prizes, and Larry Altman took the winners’ pictures. Places, names, categories, and prizes were 
as follows. First: Hank & Jean Euler (R), set of wine glasses; Jack & Kay Reed (W), two bottles 

of a riesling. Second: Don & Brenda Cannon (R), corkscrew set; Larry & Wanda Altman, (W), 
set of wine glasses. Third: Nick & Patty Schuh (R), rechargeable wine opener; John & Joslyn 
Lee (W), carafe cleaner. The winners seemed delighted with their haul—which Mary and Joslyn 
thoughtfully selected and purchased.  

John then yielded the floor to me for announcements. Speaking, I was sure, for all the attendees, I thanked everyone for coming 

and the Bakers and Lees for hosting such a delightful evening. I then announced that several of our regulars were unable to 
attend because of recent or pending surgeries, including Kathy Menold, Linn Reusswig, Robin Retzlaff, Dane Paulsen, and Al 
Marks. I added George Williams was present despite having had recent hip surgery. I asked everyone to bear these members 
and their return to our fold in mind and to mention them in their prayers. I added that our Hospitality Chair, Becky Deitz, had 

sent get-well cards on behalf of all of us.  

Next, I outlined our plan for 2014 events and noted our board still needed suggestions and hosts for April, June, either July or 

August, and November. I also said we need a Christmas party host and that I’d like us to continue, as we have the past three 
years, making that event one in which we have an option to contribute to a worthy charitable cause the host selects.  

 

Kay and Jack Reed Brenda and Don Cannon Hank and Jean Euler 
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Finally, I noted several new members joined us after I ordered our distinctive nametags in 2012, so I’d be sending an email soon 
to advise how to request one. By the time you read this, it will have happened. If you missed out and want one, contact me via 

any of the means shown in this newsletter’s Who’s Who box.   

As we departed, and as always at the conclusion of our events, handshakes and hugs blossomed and folks said they looked 

forward to being together again. Wanna’ feel the sincere gratitude our hosts felt? Well, then, contact Kathy Menold and say 

you’d like to host an event. She’ll send you a tip sheet on how to do it. Her information’s also in the Who’s Who column.   

 

 

 
Tech Event at Shuler’s Autohaus 

Submitted by Dave Jones 

February 22nd found 37 enthused Ozark section members gathering at 10 a.m. on a beautiful day at Shuler’s Autohaus in 

Fayetteville. We were there for the business’s 14th annual technical session. Our host, Roger Shuler, was assisted by his wife, 

daughters, and staff members. They showed how we could restore and/or maintain the interior and exterior surfaces of our 
vehicles at a quality level befitting a Mercedes without causing damage or unnecessary hard work.  

Roger began by introducing himself and his assistants, and he 

encouraged everyone to consume all of the tasty brunch items arrayed on 
a table at the rear of the room so he wouldn’t be tempted to take any home 

and gain 20 pounds—as he claimed he did after last year’s Cajun Feast 
event. He said he would tell us many of the tips he learned after he entered 
the world of automobiles at its lowest level, washing cars (as did Jay Leno, 
who’s one of the world’s most avid collectors of fine vehicles), and that he 

still thoroughly enjoys detailing them. He mentioned that he’s acquired an 
additional business, Arky Towing, and that its contact information was in a 
gift bag everyone received. The bag included an Autohaus-logoed 

microfiber towel, neoprene gloves, an Arky Towing note-taking tablet, a 
ballpoint pen, and samples of vehicle care products from Meguiar’s.  

He next turned the floor to me to make a few announcements. I began by thanking our hosts for conducting the event and all in  

attendance for coming. I noted that several people were there who had not been to one of our events before, and I asked them 
to stand and introduce themselves. Andrew & Vicki Spranza did so, as did Bob & Gracie Wichert. Both couples are prospective 

new members. I then asked if anyone who was already a member was attending a section event for the first time. Dennis 
Anderson waved his hand, so I asked him to come to the front so our membership chair, Larry Altman, could take a picture for 
our newsletter of him receiving a token gift I presented—an LED-lighted metal key fob with the MBCA emblem on its front. Next, 
I showed the group a framed Loyal Member Award our board will present to a couple who were unable to be there (Al & Mary 

Larry and Wanda Altman Kay and Jack Reed 
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Marks) before they move to Kansas, and I summarized why they deserved to be the award’s first recipient. I ended my turn by 
noting our board has proposed events for the remainder of the year, and that our Events Coordinator would discuss those after  

Roger’s presentation. 

For the next hour and a half, Roger discussed and demonstrated the use of a wide variety of commercial products he favored 

for providing TLC to a vehicle, naming each and saying why he found them particularly effective. Several audience members 
asked questions, and some offered personal testimony about the subject and the products.  

 

Roger then turned the floor over to Kathy Menold. She outlined the events our board 

proposed for the remainder of 2014, as shown elsewhere in this newsletter. I 
thanked her for working so hard on behalf of all of us, and I said she makes my job 
look easy. 

We next gathered at the front of the Autohaus for two panoramic group pictures that 
Roger and his daughter, Misty McCarty, took. Following that, we thanked our hosts 

and drove to a nearby Whole Hog BBQ restaurant to reconvene in a private room 
for a delicious lunch and to extend our camaraderie. 

As we departed, and as always at the conclusion of our events, handshakes and 

hugs blossomed and folks said they looked forward to being together again. Wanna’ 
feel the sincere gratitude our hosts felt? Well, then, contact Kathy Menold and say 

you’d like to host an event. She’ll send you a tip sheet on how to do it. Her 

information’s in this newsletter’s Who’s Who column.  

 

 

Ozark Section Supporter since 1997! 
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2013 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
Ozark Section MBCA 

(Dates and Events are subject to change) 
 

Stay tuned as we continue to build out our calendar for 2014! 
 

Date Event Location Contact Person Contact Info 

May 17 8:30AM German Auto Show in Siloam Siloam Springs Mike Butler 
479.524.6560 

mbutler@ehrlichmotorwerks.com 

June TBA Chouteau, OK Amish Bakery Chouteau, OK   

July 26 6:00PM Gateway Arch Construction Sutter’s Home Vern Sutter 
479.855.6854 

benzz99@cox.net 

August 23 Road Rally    

September 6 Hot Air Balloon Fest Harrison   

December Christmas Party    

MBCA EVENT TERMS OF PARTICIPATION 
 
This agreement pertains to driving events of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Inc (MBCA) in which I desire to participate, whether as a driver, 

passenger, official, volunteer or to attend as a spectator or visitor. In consideration for permitting me to participate in or observe driving events, 
which may consist of time trials, autocross, acceleration runs, defensive driving, road rally and/or tours or to attend the event as a spectator or 
visitor, I knowingly and voluntarily agree as follows: 
 

1. I CERTIFY, UNDERSTAND AND AGREE that if I am driving, a passenger or otherwise participating in the events: 

a. The vehicle I am driving or in which I am a passenger in the events is insured with at least $100,000.00 per person bodily in jury 

and property damage insurance that will be in effect for the entire duration of the events 

b. Any participant violating the competition and event rules may be expelled from the event and forfeit all competition privileges.  

 

2. I UNDERSTAND AND AGREE that excessive consumption of alcohol or possession or consumption of illegal drugs is strictly prohibited. 

 

3. I HEREBY GRANT TO MBCA and the event organizer the irrevocable and unrestricted right to use and publish photographs and video 

images of me, or in which I may appear, for editorial, trade, advertising and any other bona fide purposes, in any manner and medium. I 

hereby release MBCA, the event organizer, the photographer and videographer from all claims and liability relating thereto.  

 

4. MBCA cannot be held liable for cancellation, delays or other lack of performance with respect to the event under any “force majeure” 

circumstances (including, but not limited to, wars, riots, insurrection, terrorism, acts of god, strikes or labor stoppages).  

 

5. I authorize and consent to treatment, hospitalization and other care rendered to me in the event of my illness, injury or other emergent 

circumstances that may occur while participating in the event and assume full responsibility to pay for all costs and e xpenses for any such 

treatment, hospitalization and care (therefore agreeing to hold harmless and indemnify MBCA and the event organizers therefore). 

 

HAVING READ THIS TERMS OF PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT, I HEREBY BIND MYSELF AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES, HEIRS 
AND NEXT OF KIN BY THIS AGREEMENT.  

mailto:mbutler@ehrlichmotorwerks.com
mailto:benzz99@earthlink.com


 

Ozark Section Newsletter 
Paul Springmann, Editor 
13281 Timberline Road 
Bentonville, AR 72712 

Change of Address?  
Mercedes-Benz Club of America 

800.637.2360 
www.mbca.org 
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