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MBCA Ozark Section Christmas Party 
Submitted by Kathy Menold 

 

Beth and Mickey Hickman, along with Barbara and 
Tom Wissing, have graciously offered to host the 
Christmas Party this year.  Beth and Mickey invite us 
to their home in Bentonville, on December 14th at 7 
pm.  They request we bring one or two appetizers; 
they will provide the wine, eggnog, sodas, water, and 
coffee.  Please let Beth know what you are planning 
to bring when you RSVP.  The Hickmans will have an 
outdoor projector set up to watch a Christmas movie.  
We can vote for one movie to be played:  Elf, 
Christmas Vacation (my favorite), A Christmas Story, 
or It’s a Wonderful Life.  The fire pit will be blazing 
and we are welcomed to make s’mores.  We are 
hoping for a nice night, so please bring a lawn chair if 
you plan to be outside to watch a movie.  Christmas 
carols and karaoke are also planned. 
 

When Saturday Dec 14, 7:00PM 

Where 
Mickey and Beth Hickman Home 

201 Ridgefield Street  
Bentonville 

RSVP 
By Dec 

10th 

Beth Hickman 
mickbeth@cox.net  

479.640.8592 

 
As in the past the guest hosts have selected a charity 
of their choice for our members to make a donation 
to.  This year the Hickman’s and Wissing’s have 
asked we make donations to the “Home for Dinner”.  
Every $50 donation can provide a Christmas dinner 
for a veteran and his or her family.  Beth will have 
Christmas cards available if you would like to write a 
personal message to one of the families. 
 
Let us have a HUGE turnout and bring the Holiday 
Cheer!  

 

Welcome New Member 
 

Dr. Patti Tetu Eureka Springs 

 
Thanks to Renewing Members for their 

Continued Loyalty 
 

Member Member Since 
Kathy Menold 2006 
Roy Farley 2006 
Mick Hickman 2009 

Michael Butler 2011 
Lane Florquist 2011 
Thomas Wissing 2011 
John Miller 2012 

Luke Terrell 2013 

 
On the Road Ahead 

Dave Jones, Section President 

Happiest of Holidays to you and yours! As the Ozark 
section comes to the end of another successful year, 
our 15th, Ruth and I and the other members of our 
board thank you for supporting this Club and its 
activities. We feel blessed to be among members 
who are talented, cooperative, and dedicated to 
making enjoyable events happen. We are, indeed, a 
close group of friends who want the best for each 
other. 

Granted, not all of our activities are highly appealing 
to every member, but our board strives to meet an 
MBCA mandate that says we should hold a wide 
diversity of events. Our Log of Section Events, the 
specifics of which should soon be on our Web site, 
shows the broad categories and cumulative numbers 
of events we’ve held since Ozark formed in 1998. 
They’re as follows: 10 Annual (i.e., election), 36 
Driving (e.g., rally, caravan, autocross), 33 
Entertainment, 11 Fund-raiser, 67 Informational, 14 
Recognition (e.g., award), 43 Social, 10 Technical, 
and 26 Exhibit. That’s 250 activities in 180 months. 

mailto:mickbeth@cox.net
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How can that be? Well, some had a dual purpose. The 
majority were unique, but we’ve repeated a few that are 
especially popular. We deeply appreciate new ideas. 
Please send yours to Kathy Menold (her contact 
information’s in the Who’s Who box).   

In my previous Road column (Jul/Aug; I took a break 
Sep/Oct), I said our board would discuss a matter related 
to sending our members notices about events not directly 
related to our section. We’re occasionally asked to do 
that. I added that if we needed to broaden our policy we 
would, and I said we’d appreciate input from our 
members. None came, so the board decided to continue 
the existing policy. It says, “Each Christmas party, the 
host can pick their own ‘special cause,’ but the Club itself 
would not sponsor [that is, publicize] a personal interest.” 
In other words, we decided only Christmas party hosts 
may designate an organization they would like for us to 
help support (must be a charitable non-profit), and we will 
send notices to our members about only those types of 
activities. 

I’m happy to report that, as our notice about this year’s 
Christmas party said, our hosts once again were two 
couples who joined forces: Mickey & Beth Hickman and 
Tom & Barbara Jean Wissing. It’s late November as I 
write this, so by the time you read it the party may have 
already happened and you know the hosts’ special cause 
was “Home for Dinner,” a non-profit that benefits veterans 
and their families. A recent pre-party email from Beth 
said, “We have served over 500 vets and put over 
$25,000 back into our community. We are hoping to 
award scholarships to vets at NWACC and expand into 
Washington County next year.”  

I don’t yet know how much our members contributed to 
that cause this year, but if the results of our past two 
Christmas parties are an indication (several hundred 
dollars each time), I’m sure we continued being 
generous. It’s what people blessed enough to drive a 
Mercedes should be, right? Once again I say, “We can be 
proud of how willing our members are to share their good 
fortune with folks who deserve our gratitude and so much 
more.” That’s especially true of veterans and their 
families. All have sacrificed selflessly on our behalf, some 
very grievously so in body, mind, and/or spirit. I commend 
the Hickmans and the Wissings for allowing us to show 
our gratitude in such a special way again this year as we 
proudly follow our tri-stars down the road ahead.  

 
Ozark Section Anniversaries 

 
Rob and Kathy Retzlaff Nov 12 
Al and Mary Marks Nov 30 
Klaas and Jeri Voerman Dec 12 
Jack and Virginia Read Dec 19 
Barry Noll and Barbara Freeman Dec 28 

 
Ozark Section Birthdays 

John Brennan Nov 6 

Mick Hickman Nov 8 

Thomas Wissing Nov 10 

Al Marks Nov 13 

Tanny Jones Dec 6 

Virginia Read Dec 14 

Jack Read Dec 16 

David Jones Dec 18 

Barry Noll Dec 19 

Harry Weissenstein Dec 27 

Kathy Retzlaff Dec 31 

 

 
 

Ozark Section Supporter! 
 
 

 
Ozark Section Supporter! 
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Who’s Who? 
Ozark Section MBCA, Inc. 

2007 Oak Hill Dr. 
Springdale, AR 72762 

 
Officers, Directors and Committee Chairs 

President David Jones 
479.756.6943 

joneshafer@sbcglobal.net 

Vice-President 
Events Chair 

Kathy Menold 
479.756.6798 

menold1@cox.net  

Secretary Wanda Altman 
479.530.3019 

larwan@cox.net 

Treasurer Ruth Shafer 
479.756.6943 

joneshafer@sbcglobal.net 

Regional Director Gene Jurick 
972.461-1981  

gjurick@tx.rr.com. 

Past President Robin Retzlaff 
479.248.1442 

rkretzlaff@cox.net 

President Emeritus Vern Sutter 
479.855.6854 

benzz99@cox.net 

Membership Chair Larry Altman 
479.530.3019 

larwan@cox.net  

Technical Chair Roger Shuler 479.521.8383 

Director, 
Newsletter Editor 

Paul 
Springmann 

407.721.7184 
paul.springmann@outlook.com 

Director-at-Large 
Gary 
Reusswig 

417.206-2936  

Director, 
Advertising Chair 

Don Baker 
479.640.4592 

dgbaker5644@gmail.com 

Hospitality Chair Becky Deitz 
479.466.5066 
bhdjd@att.net 

 
MBCA Ozark Section Newsletter – published every two months, is the official 
newsletter of the Ozark Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America. 

 

Opinions – Opinions expressed are those of the authors and not necessarily 

those of either MBCA or the Ozark Section. Neither MBCA nor the Ozark 
Section endorses products or services but may, as part of our informational 

activities, allow them to be cited in articles and notices. 

 

Trademarks – The trade names and trademarks “Mercedes-Benz”, 
“Mercedes”, and the three-pointed star in a circle are owned by DBAG and 

are authorized for use by its licensees which include MBCA, exclusively. 

 

Reprints – Reprinting original material herein is permitted if a proper 
attribution (source, including date of issue) is shown. 

 

Advertising – We welcome advertisers whose subject matter is relevant to 
MBCA or of interest to members of the Ozark Section. Advertising runs for 

one year (six issues) starting with the March /April issue. MBCA members 

may place a classified ad for free providing that ad is Mercedes specific. No 
inference should be made that products or services advertised herein have 

been approved by the MBCA/Ozark Section board of directors or this 

newsletter editor. 

 

Articles and Submissions – Copy should be emailed to the editor by the 10th 
of the month prior to the next issue. For example, submissions for the 

July/August issue should be received by the editor by June 10th. The editor 

reserves the right to edit all material; submission of material constitutes 
permission to edit and publish that material. No assumption should be made 

that the editor has authenticated any information in materials submitted. 

 

 
 

Ozark Section Supporter! 
 

 

2013 Loyalty Rewards Program 
 

This is to remind you about the 2013 Loyalty Rewards 
Program. Your membership with the Mercedes-Benz 
Club of America (MBCA) comes with special privileges, 
like saving $500 off the purchase or lease price of a NEW 
Mercedes-Benz. To qualify, you must be a current 
Member of MBCA and have at least one year of 
uninterrupted membership with the Club, prior to your 
New car lease or purchase. If you are a current U.S. 
Member of the MBCA and have been a Member for at 
least 12 consecutive months prior to purchasing or 
leasing a NEW 2013 or NEW 2014 (when available) 
Mercedes-Benz vehicle, you are considered a "Member 
in Good Standing" and automatically qualify for a $500 
price discount. Go to www.mbca.org for details.  

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

mailto:joneshafer@sbcglobal.net
mailto:menold1@cox.net
mailto:joneshafer@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rkretzlaff@cox.net
mailto:benzz99@earthlink.com
mailto:bhdjd@att.net
http://www.mbca.org/
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Ozark Section Supporter since 2011! 

 

 

Ozark Section Supporter since 1997! 
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Attentive in Class 

Rob Retzlaff crossing paths with Mick 

That's a funny looking 3 pointed star! 

Drivers Trained and Autocrossed 
Submitted by Dave Jones 

The rosy dawn of October 26th had barely brightened into daylight when 19 eager Ozark section members gathered in 
the parking lot of the Metroplex Event Center in Rogers for our second-ever Defensive Driving Training and Autocross. 
Hands were cupped around the hot coffees the Menolds and Don Baker provided, and hungry eyes scanned the 
tempting treats they, the Reusswigs, and Mickey Hickman added to our snacks table. Meanwhile, several section 
members were placing the traffic cones Robin Retzlaff transported from the Rogers Street Department into a pattern the 
event’s MBCA-certified instructors, Frank and Mary Alice Cozza, dictated. They and I greatly appreciated the assistance 
of all who helped. 

 
When we entered a well-lighted conference room, I thanked 
everyone for attending and—with tongue in cheek—advised 
that our board had spared no expense in assembling a team of 
three experts. Turning more serious, I thanked the Cozzas for 
coming and hastened to add that MBCA paid for their travel 
with funds from an account we all contribute to via our annual 
dues. I said Frank was formerly MBCA’s National Events chair 
and is a Regional Director (Great Lakes), while Mary Alice is 

an officer (Secretary) on MBCA’s National Board of Directors. I 

added that the third expert on the day’s team, the safety inspector, 
would be a person our section knows as “the world’s best Mercedes 
expert,” our own Roger Shuler.  
 
I also thanked my wife, Ruth Shafer, for hosting the Cozzas in our 
home and at a welcoming dinner for them the night before. I added that 
14 people attended, including most of our board members, their 
spouses, and our member Lane Florquist, who represented MB of 
NWA. Then, in a shameless display of fatherly pride, I introduced my 
younger son, Justin, and bragged that he came farthest for the dinner 

and the event. I told them he’s a retired Navy pilot who now flies 
rescue helicopters and lives near Pensacola, Florida. In accord with the Cozzas request, he came in his “daily driver,” a 
sleek Audi A5 coupe in which he hoped to match Mickey Hickman’s S63 AMG supercar for fastest time in the autocross.  
 

Each person who elected to drive the cones course contributed 
$15 to help defray a user’s fee we paid the owner of the venue, 
and all signed an MBCA Release of Liability. In another 
business matter, I announced the event also constituted our 
Annual Meeting and we needed to formalize the election of a 
member whose 3-year term on our board was expiring but who 
agreed to continue in office if elected. I said Paul Springmann 
was unopposed, so I took a voice vote. There being no 
dissentions, I declared him elected by acclamation.   
 
For the next hour or so, the Cozzas conducted the in-class 
portion of their comprehensive training, which emphasizes 

“knowing what your car can do and knowing what you can do with your car.” They then took us outside and said one of 
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Guillermo Rosales masters the course 

them would accompany each driver in the hands-on part of the training, negotiating the cones course several times at 
increasingly fast speeds. Only one driver was, uh, courageous enough to run over a cone. My face was Firemist Red, 
the color of Ruth’s SLK that I drove. Told everyone I was simply showing what not to do, thereby leading by example. 
Cost me two hours, $30, and dinner out to fix. 

 
After lunch at a nearby restaurant, we returned to the cones 
course. The Cozzas directed its rearrangement into an autocross 
pattern and, as before, one of them rode with each person who 
elected to assault the course. We timed those who asked for that. 
When all were done, we returned to the conference room so I could 
award prizes (Tanny Jones, Rob & Kathy Retzlaff, Guillermo 
Rosales, and Mickey Hickman). Everyone who attended received 
at least one gift from a selection of MBCA glovebox portfolios, ink 
pens, and jotter pads. Wish you’d been there? So do I.  
 
 

 
 

 

Ozark Section Supporter since 2013! 
 

    

Keep your Email Address Updated 
 
Stay up to date by keeping your email address updated at www.mbca.org or by calling the National Office at 
800.637.2360. This will ensure you get that latest national, regional, and most importantly, local section communication 
and event information.  

http://www.mbca.org/
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2013 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
Ozark Section MBCA 

(Dates and Events are subject to change) 
 

Stay tuned as we build out our calendar for 2014! 
 

Date Event Location Contact Person Contact Info 

Dec 14, 7:00 PM Christmas Party at the Hickmans Bentonville, AR Beth Hickman 
mickbeth@cox.net  
479.640.8592 

Jan 11, TBA Wine Tasting    

Jan 22, 6:30 PM Ozark Section Board Meeting Dave Jones’ home Dave Jones 
joneshafer@sbcglobal.net 
479.756.6943 

Feb TBA Roger Shuler Tech Session Shuler Autohaus   

Mar 21 – 23 Hot Springs Horse Racing Hot Springs Kathy Menold 
menold1@cox.net 
479.756.6798 

 

 
 

MBCA EVENT TERMS OF PARTICIPATION 
 
This agreement pertains to driving events of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Inc (MBCA) in which I desire to participate, whether as a driver, 
passenger, official, volunteer or to attend as a spectator or visitor. In consideration for permitting me to participate in or observe driving events, 
which may consist of time trials, autocross, acceleration runs, defensive driving, road rally and/or tours or to attend the event as a spectator or 
visitor, I knowingly and voluntarily agree as follows: 
 

1. I CERTIFY, UNDERSTAND AND AGREE that if I am driving, a passenger or otherwise participating in the events: 

a. The vehicle I am driving or in which I am a passenger in the events is insured with at least $100,000.00 per person bodily injury 

and property damage insurance that will be in effect for the entire duration of the events 

b. Any participant violating the competition and event rules may be expelled from the event and forfeit all competition privileges. 

 

2. I UNDERSTAND AND AGREE that excessive consumption of alcohol or possession or consumption of illegal drugs is strictly prohibited. 

 

3. I HEREBY GRANT TO MBCA and the event organizer the irrevocable and unrestricted right to use and publish photographs and video 

images of me, or in which I may appear, for editorial, trade, advertising and any other bona fide purposes, in any manner and medium. I 

hereby release MBCA, the event organizer, the photographer and videographer from all claims and liability relating thereto. 

 

4. MBCA cannot be held liable for cancellation, delays or other lack of performance with respect to the event under any “force majeure” 

circumstances (including, but not limited to, wars, riots, insurrection, terrorism, acts of god, strikes or labor stoppages). 

 

5. I authorize and consent to treatment, hospitalization and other care rendered to me in the event of my illness, injury or other emergent 

circumstances that may occur while participating in the event and assume full responsibility to pay for all costs and expenses for any such 

treatment, hospitalization and care (therefore agreeing to hold harmless and indemnify MBCA and the event organizers therefore). 

 

HAVING READ THIS TERMS OF PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT, I HEREBY BIND MYSELF AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES, HEIRS 
AND NEXT OF KIN BY THIS AGREEMENT.  

mailto:joneshafer@sbcglobal.net
mailto:menold1@cox.net


 

Ozark Section Newsletter 
Paul Springmann, Editor 
13281 Timberline Road 
Bentonville, AR 72712 

Change of Address?  
Mercedes-Benz Club of America 

800.637.2360 
www.mbca.org 
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