
Do your defensive driving skills need a little tune up?  Do you
know how your car handles in an emergency?  Would you like
to learn to drive more confidently?  Please join us on Saturday
January  29, 2011  starting  at  9:00  am  for  the  Desert  Stars
Defensive Driving Course.  Desert Stars members, immediate
family,  and  especially  teens  are  eligible  for  this  event.
Understanding the handling capabilities of your car will develop
your confidence and help make you a safer driver.  You will get
a  chance  to  perform evasive  maneuvers  and  learn  accident
avoidance strategies in a closed course with driving instructors.
Both  new  and  experienced  drivers  can  benefit  from  the
teachers in this event as well as gain additional confidence.

The event will be held at the F1 Race Factory at 317 South
48th Street, just south of Washington in Phoenix.  We'll have
several instructors from our  section that are well seasoned in
the defensive driving course.  Participants will have a restricted
and  marked  circuit,  protected  from  other  traffic.   Basic

instruction will be provided and each driver will receive personal
in-car coaching to learn the handling characteristics of their car.
Learning how to safely maintain control of their vehicle in an
emergency  as  well  as  honing  your  ability  to  drive  around
trouble in a variety of situations.  Participants are encouraged
to bring the vehicle they drive daily – even if it is not a M-B.

The  cost  is  $30 for  MBCA members  but  licensed drivers
under 18 are free if accompanied with a paying  (member)
parent.  The club will provide refreshments and lunch at F1’s
indoor  Trackside  Grill.   After  lunch  the outdoor  track  will  be
reconfigured  to  let  the  participants  practice  some  of  the
maneuvers that they have learned.  We will end the day by 3
pm.  We  can  only  accommodate  the  first  thirty-two  (32)
members.  Be sure to sign up early, as this is a very popular
event. 

Bud Cloninger

Desert Stars F-1 Defensive Driving

Join the Festivities at our Annual Holiday Party

Our Annual Holiday Party will  be held at FireRock Country
Club on Sunday, December 5, 2010.  This is the clubs premier
social event.  We encourage new members to attend to meet
our existing members and learn about our club activities.

FireRock  is  located  at  1600  East  FireRock  Country  Club
Drive in Fountain Hills, Arizona. 

Arrive  at  10:30  am for  the  cash  bar.  A Brunch  Buffet  will
commence at 11:00 am.  The menu can be found on page 3.

Eligible members who are present will receive service pins for
their fifth, tenth, etc. anniversaries.  A list of those members is
also on page 3. 

Once again we will be partnering with the Marines to benefit
Toys  for  Tots,  so  please  bring  an  unwrapped  toy  as  your
contribution.

The cost  is  $65.00 per  person.  Please use the registration
form on page 6.  For more information call 480-247-3093.

Robert Schmelzer
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President's Message:
With  more  secrets  than  the  Grand  Canyon,  this  year's

Havasupai  was  a  resounding  success.   I  would  like  to  say
thanks to rallye masters, Don and Brynn Burton along with Ron
and Rhonda Borino, for all their hard work and effort organizing
our premier driving event.  

I also see great things coming up on our events calendar.  Out
of all the events remaining this year our holiday gathering is my
favorite.   My  wife  Dee  has  already  collected  many  toys  and
donations and she would like to remind members to bring an
unwrapped toy or even a donation so we can assist the Marine

Corps in bringing joy to needy children this season.  
I would also like to welcome Joseph Esneault as incoming newsletter editor and give a

large thank you to outgoing editor, Rick Stacio.  Joe has only been a member for a few
months, but has already rolled up his sleeves to help out our club.  Rick on the other hand
has 16 years of service and has brought the Star Dust from four pages of black and white
to the 10 full color pages that you see today. 

With 2010 winding down I can say that we had a pretty good year.  I have met a lot of
new members and enjoyed many of our events.  If you would like to do the same, join me
at an up-coming event and share in the fun.  I wish you the best for the New Year and
hope to see you at an event or Star Night soon.

Bud Cloninger, President
Desert Stars Section

Join members Ron and Rhonda Borino for dinner during this new monthly club event.
It's  primarily  designed  to  introduce  new  members  to  the  club  and  to  meet  current
members during a casual evening of food, drink and conversation.  These events are no
host gathering where we can discuss past and future club events as well as any other
topic of interest.  Due to seating arrangements these events are limited and members
must RSVP to Ron Borino at 602-550-9939, before the dates listed for each event.

Do you have a favorite restaurant suggestion?  If so, feel free to email your idea to Ron
at  rlborino@hotmail.com.   Perhaps  we  can  use  your  idea  in  an  upcoming  event.
Restaurants must be able to accommodate at least 20 people preferably in a separate
space and if possible be a locally owned facility, resort, hotel, etc.  We want to try great
places all over the valley.  The next Star Night is: 

October

Carlos Menendez
Diane & Bob Thomson

Scott Milner
John Kieckhefer

Greg Harrington
Ryan Cole

Martin Van Zeyl
Norm & Sheb Sherwood

David Schulz

September

John Rapasky
Mayur Rathod

Josephine Vanharlinger
Lin Beuerle

Donna Jones

Frank Perri
Michael Brewer

Leland & Marie Kohrs
Craig & Melissa Smith

Welcome New Members

Thursday, November 18  th   beginning at 6:00 P.M.  
This is the final Star Night for 2010.  We are going to a Phoenix favorite this month; T. Cooks at the Royal Palms Resort and

Spa(www.royalpalmsresortandspa.com).  The address is 5200 East Camelback Road, Phoenix, AZ, 602-808-0766.  RSVP no
later than Sunday, November 14th.  This event is limited to 14 attendees so it will be important to RSVP and do so as early as
possible.

Ron Borino

Star Night





The 2010 Desert Stars Section Practice Rallye ended on a
high note with all  entrants successfully completing the event.
The driver  & navigator  teams scored extremely  well  on clue
interpretation,  pictorial  site  observations  and  mileage
adjustment skills.   The course took them through residential,
light industrial, shopping areas, and an airpark ending up at the
PGA Tour  Greyhawk  Golf  Club  for  dinner  and  the  Awards
Ceremony.

The award for first place, an accurate replica of the first 1955
production 300 SL went to Andrew and Marcia Flynn.  Second
place award, an accurate replica of the famed 1954, 300 race
car went to Bob Yoder and Elaine Petrick.  Last place award, an
event planning kit went to Don and Brynn Burton.

The evening concluded with everyone looking forward to the
next Rallye event … The 2010 Havasupai, which will take place
at the Grand Canyon October 1-3.

Jim & Linda Meece

If  you’re  planning  to  enjoy  Barrett-Jackson  or  the  other  January
auctions,  be  sure  your  plans  include joining  the  Desert  Stars  Auction
Dinner on Saturday, January 22.  This event connects Desert Stars and
auction goers from other MBCA sections with speakers and experts on
restoration,  your  favorite  classics  and  current  legislative  initiatives
affecting  our  driving  pastime.   Dinner  will  be  at  one of  the  Eddie  V’s
restaurant group locations near the auctions in North Scottsdale.  Watch
for details or call me at 602-549-4789 or azbenzguy@msn.com.  Hope to
see you there!

Chuck Stanford 

Desert Stars Practice Rallye
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Planning to attend the Scottsdale
Auctions?
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Defensive Driving Course
Saturday, January 29, 2011

Registration Form
Contact Information:

Name(s):      Number Attending:

Address:  
 

City:      State/Prov.:      Zip:  

Email Address:      Phone No.:  

Cost is $30 per person.  Licensed drivers under 19 are free if accompanied with a paying parent.
Any questions call Bud Cloninger at (602) 326-6210

Make your check payable to:  MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to: MBCA Desert Stars
c/o Don Burton
3734 East Oasis Circle
Mesa, AZ  85215-9730

Holiday Party
Sunday, December 5, 2010

Registration Form
Contact Information:

Name(s):      Number Attending:

Address:  
 

City:      State/Prov.:      Zip:  

Email Address:       Phone No.:  

The cost is $6500 per person.  For questions and  additional information, contact Robert Schmelzer at (480) 247-3093
Make your check payable to:  MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to:  MBCA Desert Stars

c/o Dick Sharp
11371 East Cochise Drive
Scottsdale, AZ  85259

Desert Stars Enjoy the Night at Orange Sky at the Talking Stick Resort
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Havasupai 2010

A Grand Rallye at the Grand Canyon
This year the Havasupai’10 started on Friday, October 1st as

participating  members  began  arriving  to  the  little  town  of
Tusayan, AZ just outside of the South entrance to the Grand
Canyon.   The  accommodations  for  this  year’s  event  were
arranged by hospitality hosts Ron and Rhonda Borino at the
Best  Western  Grand  Canyon  Squire  Inn.   Members  were
treated  to  a  reception  in  the  Canyon  Café  which  included
appetizers and a selection of wines.  This regional event saw
members  from  as  far  away  as  California  who  arrived  to
participate. 

The  rallye  began  early
Saturday  morning  starting
with a buffet breakfast at the
hotel.   Members  spent  time
looking over the first segment
instructions  which  were
distributed  by  Rallyemasters
Don and Brynn Burton.  At
breakfast several participants
began  a  discussion  of  what
the day might have in store.
By  7:30  am  the  participants
were lined up in  the parking
lot and one by one started off,
looking  for  clues  as  they
headed towards the entrance
to the Grand Canyon National
Park.

The morning route took participants through the south side
of the Grand Canyon.  The rallyemaster, being a benevolent
man, allowed the participants the chance to enjoy the drive
through  the  park,  so  he  did  not  include  any  clues,  letting
members enjoy the drive.  There were some suggested stops
at  Lipan  and  Grandview  points  within  the  canyon  so
participants  could  get  a  full  experience  of  the  one  of  the
world's  natural  wonders.   Once  through  the  park  the
participants headed for Sunset Crater Volcano National Park
which is where the fun began.  After attempting to locate clues
at Sunset Crater the participants proceeded towards historic
Flagstaff.   Looking  for  clues  within  the  town  proved  quite
challenging.   The participants  ended up merging on to  the
Mother Road Route 66 a segment of which was also a part of
the Memorial  Day event held earlier  this year.  As the final
clues of the morning were found the participants finished up
the  first  segment  of  the  rallye  at  the  Taverna  Greek  Grill.
Upon their  arrival  at  the  restaurant  they  were  greeted  and
then treated to a nice lunch and allowed to refresh and get
ready for the second segment of the trip.

After a hearty and relaxing lunch the participants were back
on the road looking for clues.  Route 66 was again picked up
as more picture and word clues peppered the participants skill
in seeking out answers.  Finally, another break from the car
occurred  when  the  participants  arrived  at  the  Museum  of
Northern Arizona.  This location allowed the participants to get
out of their cars and stretch their legs while looking for clues in
and around the museum.  The Museum of Northern Arizona

contained a number of clues which compelled the participants
to seek out and learn some interesting facts about Arizona.
Then it was off again as the participants headed for US 64
while looking for clues.

One of the next stops was the Planes of Fame Air Museum
where Douglas  MacArthur’s  Constellation is  located.   Right
next door,  using the same parking lot,  was a car museum.
Both museums challenged the participant’s skills to seek out
answers while learning about things like what year the first B-

17 took to the skies, and other
items  to  many  too  mention.
Upon  getting  through  the
museums  the  participants
headed back toward Tusayan.

Once back at  the hotel  the
members  turned  in  their
segment  two  answers  and
went  to  freshen  up  or,  in  a
couple of cases, to get drinks
to  calm frazzled  nerves.   As
the  Rallyemasters  along with
helpers  Gerry  Fortier  and
Sandra  Allen  worked
feverishly  to  determine  the
results, the participants began
to gather at the Canyon Café
for  the  awards  dinner.   The
participants were served meal
selections that included prime

rib, broiled salmon, slow roasted herb crusted chicken, baked
tilapia filet or a south of the boarder combo plate.  Between
the food and the wine members were calmed, chatting and
content.

After  dinner  the  Ralleymaster  announced  how  the
participants  placed.   The  winners  were  Chuck  and  Ava
Stanford  as  they  took  home  yet  another  of  the  coveted
Kachina's  adding  to  their  growing  family  (8  so  far)  of
Kachina’s.  Dick and Mindy Sharp finished up second this year
and  also  took  home  a  Kachina.   The  remaining  top  five
finishers were:

3rd Richard & Brenda Warnaka

4th Rich Leamon & Yvonne Lazear

5th Jim & Linda Meece
The  Desert  Stars  continue  to  demonstrate  their  skills  in

locating clues.  This year’s event included 97 word clues and
24 picture clues.  The spread between scores was again close

this year between 1st and 5th place.
Sunday  morning  participants  again  received  breakfast  to

start their day.  Many of the participants headed back in to the
Grand Canyon National park for more sightseeing, hiking or
other  adventurous events.   It  was truly  a magical  weekend
driving through the one of the world’s great natural wonders.
We  would  like  to  thank  the  sponsors,  each  team  and
Ralleymasters Don and Brynn for an amazing weekend.

Ron Borino

Second Place winners, 
Dick and Mindy Sharp

Havasupai Champions, 
Chuck and Ava Stanford
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Don't miss an issue of the   Star   or   StarDust.  
Keep  your  mailing  address  current  with  MBCA's  Nation  Business  Office.   You  can  change  your  address  online  at

http://www.mbca.org, by phone at (800) 637-2360 or mail your address change to:
MBCA
1907 Lelaray Street
Colorado Springs, CO 80909

http://www.rhondaborino.com
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Featured Mercedes and Friend



Keep  your  address  updated  with
the MBCA National  Business  Office  at

(800) 637-2360, or
HTU  http://mbca.org/mbca/addchange.htm  H
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Join in the celebration at our Annual
Holiday Party! Help bring joy to those

less fortunate!

Save These Dates:

Holiday Party @ FireRock Country Club Sunday, December 5, 2010
Scottsdale Auctions Enthusiasts Dinner Saturday, January 22, 2011
Defensive Driving Clinic & Autocross Saturday, January 29, 2011
Poker Run Saturday, February 19, 2011
Family Picnic and Clean Car Show Saturday, March 5, 2011
Putting and Lunch at Desert Highlands Saturday, March 26, 2011
The Bristish European Auto Tour Weekend of April 16 – 17, 2011

Visit our section website at
HTU  http://www.desertstars.org  


