
MBCA Defensive Driving Clinic Returns
Do your defensive driving skills need a little tune up?  Do you

know how your car handles in an emergency? Would you like to
learn to drive more confidently?  Please join us on January 30,
2010  starting  at  9:00  am for  the  MBCA’s  Defensive  Driving
Education  Course.   MBCA members,  immediate  family,  and
especially teens are eligible for this event.  Understanding the
handling capabilities of your car will  develop your confidence
and help make you a safer driver.  You will  get a chance to
perform  evasive  maneuvers  and  learn  accident  avoidance
strategies  in  a  closed  course  with  professional  driving
instructors.  Both new and experienced drivers can benefit from
the teachers in this event as well as gain additional confidence.

The event will be held at the F1 Race Factory on 48th Street
just south of Washington Street  in Phoenix.  F1's address is
317 South 48th Street.  Our instructors will be Frank and Mary
Alice Cozza, both national Board Members.  Frank is chair of
the  MBCA National  Events  Committee  and  Mary  Alice  is  a
frequent top driver at MBCA National Events.  They have both
been teaching defensive driving for more than 20 years.  We'll
also  have  several  additional  local  instructors.   The  club  will
have  a  restricted  and  marked  circuit,  protected  from  other
traffic.  Some basic instruction will be provided and each driver
will  receive  personal  in-car  instruction  to  learn  the  handling
characteristics  of  their  car.   Learning how to  safely maintain

control of their vehicle in an emergency as well as honing your
ability  to  drive  around  trouble  in  a  variety  of  situations.
Participants are encouraged to bring the vehicle they drive daily
even if it is not a M-B.

Continued on Page 11

Desert Stars Annual Poker Run

Planning to  attend the  Barrett-Jackson,  Russo & Steele  or
Gooding auctions on Saturday January 23rd?  Why not  join
other  auction  goers  and enthusiasts  for  dinner  following  the
events.   The Desert  Stars  have arranged a  private  room at
Eddie  V's  Edgewater  Grille,  20715  North  Pima  Road  in
Scottsdale.  This is along Market Street   in DC Ranch just a
mile up the road from the Westworld site of the B-J Auction.

Dinner will include a choice of entrees with salad, sides and
desert for $55 all inclusive.  We need to provide the restaurant
with a count, so please e-mail me at A  zBenzGuy@msn.com   to
make your reservation, or you can call 602-549-4789.

We plan to have guests from the MB Classic Center, along
with restoration experts and other car guys, so come join the
fun.  See you there!!

Chuck Stanford, Jr

Well it’s that time of the year again to find out if you are lucky or smart.  As with
poker Runs in the past being smart can also get you a better hand.  Join in on the
fun and visit some out of the way places as we tour the east valley from North
Scottsdale to Chandler.  Break out that lucky rabbits foot and join us on Saturday,
February 20th, for our fourth annual Poker Run.  The buy in is $25.00, which will
include morning coffee in Scottsdale and a great late lunch in Chandler.  Fill out the
registration found on page 6 and reserve your place at the poker table.  If you have
any questions call (602) 326-6210.

Bud Cloninger

Car Auction Dinner



President’s Message:
I must say that even though the last year flew by

as most often do, it  was sure a busy one for the
Desert Stars.  Just when you think it doesn’t get any
better  our  Activities  Director  John  Hutchison  is
upping the ante for our 2010 events calendar.  Now
I  don’t  want  to  spoil  his  fun  so  I’m  not  going  to
mention them all now, but a good number of them
are  announced  in  this  expanded  issue  of  our
newsletter. Don't forget to check our web site and
our  online  community  for  up  to  date  event
information.

The one thing  I  will  mention is  that  our  Annual
Picnic and Car Show has been moved farther out in
the year to give us warmer weather.  This event is
the perfect time for our new members to join in on
the fun.  New members and their families can attend

this very popular event for free.
In closing, with the New Year upon us, this is our time of reflection and to look to the

future.  Why not join us?  I would like to wish you all the best for 2010.
Hope to see you at an event soon,

Bud Cloninger, President
Desert Stars Section
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Welcome New Members

Star Night

December
Ted Jones

Kelli Riley & Melissa Morton

Robert & Catherine Farris
Micheal Bonville

Gil Fornaciari
John & Roberta Phin

November

Car Auctions Schedule
Kruse:  January 15th - 17th, Renaissance Hotel – Glendale, off the 101 at Glendale Ave.

ICA:  January 16th - 18th, Diamond Ranch, Gilbert - at Ray Rd and Gilbert Rd.
Barrett-Jackson:  January 18th - 24th Westworld – N. Scottsdale at the 101.
Russo and Steele:  January 20th - 24th, N. Scottsdale Rd. south of the 101.

RM Auction:  January 21st - 22nd, Biltmore Hotel Ballroom, car viewing in garage.
Gooding:  January 23rd, Dillards parking lot - 68th St. north. of Camelback Rd.

Silver:  January 22nd -25th, Ft. McDowell Casino - Fountain Hills.
Bob Yoder

Join Desert Stars members Ron and Rhonda Borino for dinner at Saito’s Japanese
Steak House (http://www.saitosteakhouse.com) at City North.  This club event is designed
to bring together both new and old friends for an evening of food, drink and conversation.
The family style Hibachi dinner table will sit 18 comfortably.  Each person is on their own
with menu items at the Hibachi grill ranging from $15.95 for chicken to $80.00 for Kobe
beef.  We will watch our dinner be prepared by an expert chef and discuss any topic of
interest to club members.

This event will be held on Thursday, February 11 at 6:00 p.m.  The address is 5310 E.
High Street, #115, Phoenix, AZ  85054.  Please RSVP to Ron Borino no later than Friday,
February 5th.  Due to seating arrangements this event is limited to the first 18
respondents.

Ron Borino



Once again Mark Passarelli is holding an open house and is inviting club
members. The open house will be held on Sunday, January 24th. You do not
have to register.  Just show up between 1:00 PM and 5:00 PM.  Attendees
of the last few years have seen various stages of show quality restorations
on gull wings, roadsters and other Mercedes. It is well worth the trip up to
Cave Creek.  We want to thank Mark extending this invitation and for his
generosity.  Mark’s address is 41755 N. Old Stage Coach Rd., Cave Creek,
AZ 85331.

Dick Sharp

Passarelli Restorations’ Open House
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Don't Miss the Desert Stars' Family Picnic And Car Show
What’s the best way to enjoy a Mercedes?  That would be

with plenty of food, drink and fellow club members all  in the
beautiful  setting of  Fountain  Park.   So,  come and join  other
members Saturday, March 6th, 2010 at Fountain Hills Park in
downtown Fountain Hills.

We will have a great picnic menu with plenty of good food –
bratwursts, hot dogs, hamburgers, grilled fish, German potato
salad and plenty of beer, soft drinks and water.  Members will
display their cars and all present will pick the ones they like the
best.  It doesn’t have to be a classic or even the newest to win
an award.

This is always a great time to meet other section members
and show off  your  Mercedes.   Our  event  hosts  will  be  Bud
Cloninger, our section President, and Bryan O’Connor, who will
be doing most of the cooking.  The bratwurst hits the grill  at
9:30 so don’t be late.

New  members  are  especially  urged  to  attend.   Those
members, who joined the Section after February 2009 , will be
hosted  free.   This  includes  their  spouse  and  children.   To
register for the picnic, new members are asked to phone Louis
Horwin  (480)  707-0320,  Membership  Chairman,  to  receive a
V.I.P. Number.  Also, they are asked to fill-in their V.I.P. number
at the top of the registration form and mail  it  in.  All  children
under 12 years of age are also free.  All others are $3000 per
person.

Mark this date on your calendar now because this is the most

attended event of the year and you don’t want to miss out!  A
beautiful picnic in the park with friends and family, it just doesn’t
get  any  better  than  this.   You  will  find  the
registration  form  on  page  6, so  be  sure  to  register  early..
Contact Bud at (602) 326-6210 or me at (602) 620-4795 with any
questions.

Bryan O’Conner

Join Us for Putting and Lunch at Desert Highlands
Mark  your  calendars  now.   Right  Now!   Plan  on  joining  the  Stars  on

Saturday March 27th for a great morning of fun, and putting on a 18 hole
professional  putting course.   After  the golf,  take time for  socializing and a
great lunch.  Be prepared to laugh, this is not serious golf.

Please be there a little before 10:00AM so you can choose your lunch from
the menu and get over to the greens.  Take your time and enjoy the million $
views.  Don’t forget your putter, if you have one.

Registration must  be received by March 22nd;  cost  is  $2000 per  person.
Drinks  will  be  extra.   Use  the  registration  form  below.   If  you  have  any
questions or wish to donate prizes contact me at 480-391-1997.

Desert Highlands Country Club is located at 10040 E. Happy Valley Rd.,
Scottsdale, AZ 85255; east of Pima Road in North Scottsdale.

Jim Boyle

P  utting & Lunch at Desert Highlands,   Saturday, March 27, 2010
Registration Form

Contact Information:

Name(s):      Number Attending:

Address:  
 

City:      State/Prov.:      Zip:  

Email Address:      Phone No.:  
Cost is $2000 per person; registration must be received by March 22nd.  Any questions call Jim Boyle at (480) 391-1997

Make your check payable to:  MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to: MBCA Desert Stars
c/o Dick Sharp
11371 East Cochise Drive
Scottsdale, AZ  85259
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Registration Forms
Unless otherwise stated make your check payable to:  MBCA Desert Stars;  and mail to:  MBCA Desert Stars

c/o Dick Sharp
11371 East Cochise Drive
Scottsdale, AZ  85259

Family Picnic and Car Show
Saturday, March 6, 2010

Contact Information:

Name(s):      VIP #:  

Address:  
 

City:      State/Prov.:      Zip:  

Phone No.:      Email Address:  

Number Attending:  Clean Car Show Model:      Year:  
Cost is $3000 per person.  Children under 12 years old are Free.

New Members, as of February 2009 or after, call Lou Horwin at (480) 707-0320 for VIP #.
All other questions and for additional information, call Brian O’Conner at (602) 620-4795 or  Bud Cloninger at (602) 326-6210

Defensive Driving Clinic
Saturday, January 30, 2009

Contact Information:

Name(s):      Number Attending:  

Address:  
 

City:      State/Prov.:      Zip:  

Phone No.:      Email Address:  

We need your registration form and check on or before January 20, 2010.  Call Ron Borino at (602) 550-9939, with
any questions.  Cost is $3000 per person.  Licensed drivers under 18 are free.

Poker Run
Saturday, February 20, 2010

Contact Information:

Name(s):      Number Attending:  

Address:  
 

City:      State/Prov.:      Zip:  

Phone No.:      Email Address:  

We need your registration form and check on or before 2/15/2010.  Call Bud Cloninger at (602) 326-6210, with any questions.
Cost is $2500 per person.
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Havasupai 2010 Announced!!!
It’s  another  new year  and time to  start  thinking about  this

year’s premiere Desert Stars Regional event, Havasupai 2010.
Mark off Friday, October 1st through Sunday October 3rd on your
calendars  today  so  you  can  join  us  in  our  annual  Arizona
driving adventure.

This year we will be visiting the northern part of Arizona near
the Grand Canyon National Park and surrounding areas.  The
planning is still underway, but we can guarantee you a fun time
with  points  of  interest,  scenic  views,  museums  and  other
exciting adventures arranged by the Rallyemasters.   As with
previous rallyes, there will  be written clues, picture clues and
mileage  checks  as  well  as  whatever  devious  tricks  the
Rallyemasters can devise.  There will  be more details about
hotel, meals, etc., along with the final registration form in future
issues of the StarDust.  However, during the next few months,
Ron and Rhonda Borino will be making the final arrangements
for the lodging, meals and the banquet.  To ensure that you are
included in what promises to be a spectacular event, please fill
out the registration form below and send it in along with a $100
deposit check.  Your deposit will be deducted from the final cost

of the Rallye which is estimated to be about the same as last
year’s event, between $400 and $450.

We look forward to your participation and, if  you have any
questions  about  Havasupai  2010,  please  call  your
Rallyemasters, Don and Brynn Burton, at (480) 832-1504.

Don Burton

Would you like to have your Mercedes showcased in the
StarDust as the  Featured  Mercedes, such as on page 9?  If
so,  send  me  a  digital  photograph  of  your  car  with  a  little
information and your car could be used in a future issue.  The
photo  can be with  or  without  you in  it,  but  must  be of  high
enough resolution to print.  The higher the better, but no less
than 850x640 pixels.

Whether your car has just come off the showroom floor or is
a vintage model, all are welcomed.  Email your photos to me at
scottsdle3@cox.net  with  the  following  information  to  get
started.

1) Your name and contact phone number;
2) A high resolution digital photo;
3) The year of your Mercedes;
4) The Mercedes model;
5) The mileage of your Mercedes; and
6) Note any special options (Sport, 4matic, AMG, etc.)

Bud Cloninger

H  avasupai 2010 Rallye Weekend  
October 1 – 3, 2010

Pre-Registration Form
Contact Information:

Name(s):      Number Attending:  

Address:  
 

City:      State/Prov.:      Zip:  

Email Address:      Phone No.:  
For questions and  additional information, contact your Rallyemasters, Brynn and Don Burton at (480) 832-1504
Make your check payable for $10000 and to:  MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to:  MBCA Desert Stars

c/o Dick Sharp
11371 East Cochise Drive
Scottsdale, AZ  85259

Your Mercedes in the     StarDust  



Don't miss an issue of the   Star   or   StarDust.  
Keep  your  mailing  address  current  with  MBCA's  Nation  Business  Office.   You  can  change  your  address  online  at

http://www.mbca.org, by phone at (800) 637-2360 or mail your address change to:
MBCA
1907 Lelaray Street
Colorado Springs, CO 80909
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http://www.rhondaborino
http://www.azmobiletire.com
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This issue's featured Mercedes is Robert St.  John’s 1966
300SE Cabriolet.  At first I thought that this was just another
111 convertible in really great shape, but was I ever wrong!
This 112 Cabriolet is not only in perfect condition but it’s also
a very  rare  car.   About  ten years ago Robert  saw the car
advertised in the Bay Area and was not even looking for an
older  collector  car,  but  knowing  how  few  were  made  his
curiosity got the best of him.

After the road test his wife Melanie declared the car to be
“very elegant”.  With that Robert had no choice but to add her
(the car) to their family.

After researching the car's history it was found that it was
most likely prepared to be a show car in Europe, as it has a
few extras such as the flag mounts, later grill  and bumpers
and some chrome engine detailing.  With air suspension and
automatic transmission this car is a pleasure to drive.

When purchased, the car had 56,000 miles and now has
86,000 miles so as you can see it  does get  driven.   After
seeing the photos of this beauty the hardest part was to pick
just  one  for  this  article.   Robert  and  Melanie  have  been
members  for  nine  years  and  I  am happy  to  see  that  this
“1sorare” (the cars custom plate) Mercedes is in good hands.

Bud Cloninger

Featured Mercedes and Friend
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Desert Stars Celebrate the Season at FireRock Country Club
Forty-four  members  and  guests  gathered  at  the  FireRock

Country Club for an enjoyable Holiday Brunch.  Following the
meal  Bud  Cloninger,  Desert  Stars'  President,  named  Louis
Horwin as the Member of the Year.  Years of Service pins were
awarded to Vernon Gallagher, Jr., five years; Robert Schmelzer
and Mary Rizza, ten years; Bunny Peterson, Gerry Fortier and
Sandra Allan, Rick and Jo Ann Stacio, fifteen years; John and

Mary Ann Hutchison, Sterling and Joan May, twenty-five years;
and Walt Anderson, thirty-five years.

Over $1,300.00 worth of toys and donations were presented
to the U.S. Marines for the Toy’s for Tot’s program on behalf of
our Desert Stars. A special thank you to Dee Cloninger for all
that she contributed to this effort.

Robert Schmelzer

The B.E.A.T. Is Coming
The 13th annual British European Auto Tour is just about 3 months away and it is time to

register.  This year the tour is April 17th and 18th (the weekend after taxes).  Registration is
limited to the first 150 vehicles or March 22, 2010, which ever comes first.

Desert Stars always has a great turn out and I am sure this year will be no exception.
You can go to the site http://www.beataz.com for more information and registration.

Janice and Mike Goodwin are still making arrangements for this year’s trip but should
have it all firmed up shortly.  I am sure we will have lunch at the Lone Spur in Prescott (as
usual) and gather at Little America in Flagstaff for dinner.  I will be trying to get a menu
similar to last year and a count of how many fellow MBCA members will join us.  In addition
to registering at the official site, please call me at (623) 876-2632 and leave a message or
send me an e-mail to az13@cox.net to let me know you (and how many in your party) will
be joining us. I would also be interested in whether you will be joining us for lunch and/or
dinner and what you will be driving this year – year, and model.  See you on the trip.

Michael Broadston
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Clean Up Fix Up Tech Session
The Clean Car Tech session at M.B. Motors was very well

attended with over 25 members attending.  Perry Dodd from
European Detail was on hand to show members what products
to use and how to apply them to make their cars stand out and
shine.   Erich  Lage from  Creative Colors demonstrated how
they repair and dye blemishes, cracks, tears and damage to all
parts of your cars interior and seats.  Bill Wiggins from DENT-
STRE8 paint less dent repair removed a few dents from Gary
Dyer’s  350 SL to show the members  the art  of  dent  repair.

Truly amazing at first you see them, then you don’t!
If that wasn’t enough Nick Weber from AZ Mobile Tire was on

hand  to  show  off  their  mobile  tire  truck  equipped  with  tire
changing and state of the art wheel balancing machines.  They
can come right to your door to install your next set of tires and
even custom wheels.  At the end of the day we all went away
with  a  better  appreciation  of  what  it  takes  to  keep  your  car
clean and ready to roll.

Bud Cloninger

Defensive Driving   (f  rom page 1)  
The cost is $30 for club members but licensed drivers under

18  are  free  if  accompanied  with  a  paying  parent  MBCA
member.  The club will provide refreshments and lunch at F1’s
indoor  Trackside  Grill.   After  lunch  the outdoor  track  will  be
reconfigured  to  let  the  participants  practice  some  of  the
maneuvers that they have learned.  We will end the day around
3  pm.   We  can  only  accommodate  the  first  thirty  two  (32)
people who register for this popular event due to the limited
availability  of  instructors  and  facilities.   Please use  the
registration form on page 6.  You can call me at (602) 550-9939
for  more information.   Event,  facilities  and instructors will  be
fully insured.  We must have your registration by January 20,
2010.

Ron Borino



STARDUST Editor
3344 W. Taro Lane
Phoenix, AZ  85027-6157

Keep  your  address  updated  with
the MBCA National  Business  Office  at

(800) 637-2360, or
HTU  http://mbca.org/mbca/addchange.htm  H
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Save These Dates:
Scottsdale Auctions MBCA Dinner Saturday, January 23, 2010
Passarelli Restorations Open House Sunday, January 24, 2010
Defensive Driving Clinic Saturday, January 30, 2010
Poker Run Saturday, February 20, 2010
Family Picnic Saturday, March 6, 2010
Putting Session at Desert Highlands Saturday, March 27, 2010
British European Auto Tour (BEAT) Weekend of April 17 – 18, 2010
Memorial Day Road Trip Weekend of May 28 – 31, 2010
SW Region Joint Event Weekend of June 4 – 6, 2010
Annual Business Meeting Sunday, June 13, 2010
Fountain Hills Oktoberfest Weekend of September 24 – 25, 2010
Havasupai 2010 Rallye Weekend of October 1 – 3, 2010

Join Us for Life Saving
Techniques and Just Plain Fun
at our Defensive Driving Clinic

See the front page

Visit our section website at
HTU  http://www.desertstars.org  
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