
 

Don't Miss Havasupai'08; October 17th --19th at Lake Havasu 

 
Plans are all set for our annual Havasupai rallye, all we 

need is you.  We have selected a spot new to many of you, as 
it was to us.  We will be searching for clues in Lake Havasu 
and its surrounds.  Beautiful mountain views, scenic glimpses 
of the Colorado River from Parker Dam and sunlight glistening 
on Lake Havasu will be our companions on the rallye.  Lest we 

forget, our drive will take us to the unique mining town of 
Oatman and along the Historic Route 66. 

A great weekend is promised you with friends, a competition 
equal to the best of them and some clues guaranteed to raise 
a chuckle or two (not to mention the ones that will have you 
raising your voice).  There will be many of your friends from 
the Desert Stars and many MBCA members from throughout 
the Southwest Region. 

Make plans to arrive in Lake Havasu City early on October 
17th, and enjoy the Relics & Rods ‘Run to the Sun’ Car Show 
all day Friday.  This is a separate event but open to the public.  
For additional information see their website at 
www.relicsandrods.com.  

The cost of this event is a bargain at $440 per couple.  
Space is limited so fill out the enclosed registration and be 
assured of a place in this event. 

The price includes a welcoming happy hour on Friday, 
breakfast Saturday and Sunday, Saturday lunch and dinner 
and your hotel room for Friday and Saturday nights.  A 
reservation form is on page 6, and should be sent to Bob 
Yoder at the address listed.  Questions should be directed to 
Mindy and Dick Sharp on our cell phone at (480) 510-8414 or 
to Bob Yoder at (480) 998-0194. 

Dick & Mindy Sharp 

Tech Session II 

 

Puzzled by all that stuff under the hood of your Mercedes; 
well come join us at M.B. Motors on Saturday November 8th 
to learn about what it takes to maintain your Mercedes in top 
shape. 

We will follow the evolution of maintenance from the 
seventies to the latest systems where the car tells you when 
and what type of service is needed. 

We will start at 10:00 AM and break for lunch at noon, 
resume at 12:45 pm and conclude at about 2:30 PM. 

Because this is a shop environment please dress 
accordingly, no open-toed shoes. 

The price is $35 and will include lunch and a "goodie bag" 
Please use the registration form on page 6 and be sure to 

register early as space is limited. 
Bud Cloninger 
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©2008 MBCA Desert Stars Section 
 

With the 
summer 
winding 

down and 
the prospect 
for cooler 
days ahead, 
now is the 
time to 
make plans 

to get out and enjoy all the activities and 
events your club has to offer.  

On the back page you will find activities 
to fit all your interests, starting with the 
43rd annual Havasupai Rallye. This event 
is full of fun and excitement with a little 
mischief mixed in. 

In early November M.B. Motors will open 
their shop for a technical session on 
Mercedes maintenance. 

To round off the year our annual Holiday 
Party will be at the beautiful Fire Rock 

Country Club.  Our guests will be 
representatives from the United States 
Marine Corps and they will receive our 
toys and donations for the "Toys for Tots". 
So bring an unwrapped toy or a cash 
donation and join us for an afternoon of 
fine food and holiday cheer. 

Now, that's only the beginning, as the 
2009 events schedule is packed with 
events; everything, from defensive driving 
and maintenance of your Mercedes-Benz 
to our annual family picnic and car show. 

Don't see what you’re looking for? 
If you have any ideas for an event 

please contact our activities and events 
chair John Hutchison (see page 3 for 
contact information.) 

So get out of the house, get in your 
Mercedes and I will see you at an event 
soon. 

Bud Cloninger, President 
 Desert Stars Section 

The StarDust Newsletter is published by the 
MBCA Desert Stars Section bi-monthly.  All 
rights reserved, except permission to reprint 
original articles is expressly granted to all 
MBCA Sections 

Newsletter Editor: 
Rick Stacio 

Contributing Credits for this Issue: 
Bud Cloninger 
Dick & Mindy Sharp 
Rick Stacio 
Bob Yoder 

Photograph Credits for this issue: 
Jim Friesen 
Julie Horwin 
Rick Stacio 
Bob Yoder 

Advertising Manager: 
John Teichgraeber 

For advertising inquiries: 
• Email ads@desertstars.org; 
• Write to the address below the Stardust 
 Masthead on the back page; or 
• call (480) 837-3624. 

 
On a recent outing with the Desert Stars to the White Mountains, member Lou Horwin tried 

out his fly fishing expertise.  See page 7 for more information above our trip. 
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New Members 
July 

Jose Moreno 
Donna Bryson 
Billy Rhinehart 

Rebecca & Matthew Turrigiano 
Chris Cella 

Susan Ashton-Devaul 
Timothy Titus 
Kevin Zuber 

 

August 
Robert Erdman Sr. 

Jon McGarity 
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Desert Stars’ Board 

 
President: 
Bud Cloninger (602) 326-6210 
Vice President: 
Bryan O’Connor (602) 620-4795 
Treasurer: 
Richard Sharp (480) 661-1325  HTU 
Secretary: 
Brynn Burton (480) 832-1504 

Directors: 
Jim Boyle (480) 391-1997 
Michael Broadston (623) 876-2632 
Lowenski Garcia (602) 647-6806 
Joan May (623) 444-9988 
Bryan O’Connor (602) 620-4795 
Robert Schmelzer (480) 247-3093 
John Teichgraeber (480) 837-3624 
Bob Yoder (480) 998-0194 
Chairs: 
 Activities & Events: 

John Hutchison (480) 473-4887 
 Membership: 

Louis Horwin (480) 707-0320 
 Publicity: 

Michael Broadston (623) 876-2632 
 Newsletter Adveristing: 

John Teichgraeber (480) 837-3624 
 Newsletter Editor: 

Rick Stacio (623) 582-6694 
Board meetings are held on the third 

Wednesday of each month.  All members 
are welcome.  Check with a board 
member concerning place and time. 

Some Daimler Math 
  A few weeks ago, a few 
of us got together for 
lunch, and as happens 
when guys with too much 
petrol in their veins 
gather; we concluded that 
1 + 1 = 1.  In this case 
one white smart car 
owned by Bob Yoder plus 
one red smart car owned 
by John Hutchison equals 
one yellow 116 chassis 
owned by Jim Friesen. 

A Few More Memorial Day Weekend Photos 

 
John & Marianne Hutchison, Bob 
Yoder & Elaine Petrick and Dick & 
Mindy Sharp outside the museum 

exhibit of Georgia O’Keefe and Ansel 
Adams 

Standin’ on the Corner in Winslow Arizona, that is 
Bob Yoder & Elaine Petrick and Ed & Tina 

Taylor’s version. 
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Memorial Day Weekend, Road Trip 
This “memorable” event was another “knock-out” by the duo 

of Mindy and Dick Sharp.  On Friday, May 23rd, a group of 
adventurous Mercedes pilots embarked on a trip to Santa Fe, 
New Mexico to enjoy the scenery, the drive, the camaraderie 
and the beauty of Santa Fe.  Along the way, Mother Nature 
provided the opening act with a snowstorm atop the rim 
between Payson and Heber.  Mindy and Dick took over from 
there and served us with one delight after another, beginning in 
Gallup, NM with an overnight at the El Rancho Hotel. 

Saturday morning began with breakfast and distribution of 
walkie-talkies by our MoY, Bob Yoder.  Dick then led us on 
scenic Rt.66 toward Albuquerque, and north to our lunch stop 
at the Mine Shaft Restaurant in the old mining town of Madrid.  
Next stop was our destination at the Plaza Real Hotel in artsy 
downtown Santa Fe, our accommodation for Saturday and 
Sunday.  Dinner at Los Mayas followed cocktails at the Anazasi 
Inn. 

Sunday in Santa Fe was terrific. The weather was great and 
with everything within walking distance, we toured the museum 
exhibit of Georgia O’Keefe and Ansel Adams.  Entertainment 
for the guys included the Indy 500 race at the local bars while 
the gals shopped. Dinner was another hit surprise by Mindy 
and Dick with singing waiters and great food at La Casa Sena.  
It’s hard to believe that Dick is the “Head-Pin” of the infamous 
“Pin-head” group. 

Because of Holiday traffic, many decided to overnight 
Monday “standing-on-the-corner” in Winslow, AZ at the famous 

La Posada.  Along the way we visited Sky City, an interesting 
Indian Village high on a Mesa located West of Albuquerque. 

Wow!! What a ride. Thanks, Mindy and Dick. 

“pinhead” Bob Yoder, MoY 

 
Everyone enjoying themselves at the Plaza Real Hotel in Santa Fe 

Editor’s Note: My apologies to all involved; this article should 
have appeared in the July issue.  No excuses, I goofed. 
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Havasupai’08 Weekend Rallye 
October 17 – 19, 2008 

Registration Form 
Contact Information: 

Name(s):      Section:   

Address:   
  

City:      State/Prov.:      Zip:   

Phone No.:      
Day    Night

 
Email Address:   
Number Attending:   Cost is $44000 per team.  For questions call Dick Sharp at (480) 510-8414. 

Make your check payable to:  MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to: MBCA Desert Stars 
c/o Bob Yoder 
6344 East Cactus Wren Road 
Paradise Valley, AZ  85253 

Tech Session II 
Saturday, November 8, 2008 

Registration Form 
Contact Information: 

Name(s):   

Address:   
  

City:      State/Prov.:      Zip:   

Phone No.:      
Day    Night

 
Email Address:   
Number Attending:   Cost is $3500 per person.  For questions call Bud Cloninger at (602) 326-6210. 

Make your check payable to:  MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to: MBCA Desert Stars 
c/o Dick Sharp 
11371 East Cochise Drive 
Scottsdale, AZ  85259 

 

Don’t miss an issue of the Star or Stardust.  
Keep your mailing address current with the 
MBCA National Business Office.  You can 
change your address online at 
http://mbca.org/mbca/addchange.htm          or  

mail your address change to: 
MBCA 
1907 Lelaray Street 
Colorado Springs, CO 80909 

We can’t accept address changes locally. 
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Desert Stars Cool Off in Greer 
During the weekend of August 15th – 17th, twenty-two Desert 

Stars journeyed to the White Mountains of Arizona for the 
Escape from the Heat, Auto Tour.  By Friday evening most 
had arrived at the village of Greer, hidden in a spectacular 
valley from which meanders the Little Colorado River.  The 
Greer Lodge was our anchor for our weekend, and that 
evening we dined at their Route 373 Bar and Grill Restaurant.  
The Lodge was built in 1948 as a spiritual retreat and the 
Desert Stars occupied most of the lodge’s room for our 
adventure. 

On Saturday morning, while some remained in Greer to 
partake of the local scene (see picture on page two for the fly-
fishing opportunities), most of us caravanned to Springerville 
for an exploration of the Casa Malapais Ruins.  These ruins 
which were occupied in the 13th century by the Mogollon 
Indians include a great kiva and astronomical observatory.  Our 
guide, Linda Matthews, who participated as a volunteer during 
the original excavation in the early 1990’s; provided information 
about the original dig and updated us on recent discoveries.  It 
made for a great hike. 

After leaving the ruins, our party headed south to Alpine for 
their Chili cook-off.  What a drive!  As we climbed out of the 
Round Valley, the scenery of volcanic plains gave way to the 
mountains covered in the greens of Douglas Firs and 
Ponderosa Pines with the accompaniment of the white barked 
Aspen.  Also thrown in for good measure were the brilliant 
blues of mountain lakes.  There, we sampled a terrific 
assortment of chili from the local area and as far away as New 
Mexico.  With our appetites quenched we decided to head 
back. 

Back in Greer we stopped at Molly Butler’s Bar to wash down 
the chili.  We were just in time to avoid a summer thunderstorm 
downpour.  As our drinks were served, it started to hail so 
intensely that it looked like a winter snow storm.  It only lasted 
a few minutes, as these summer storms often do, and then 
cleared, so we headed back to the Greer Lodge to get ready 
for dinner. 

That evening, we headed to the Amberian Inn, which has the 
best gourmet restaurant in the White Mountains.  To start we 
joined in on a special wine tasting of Baja California wines with 
specially prepared appetizers to complement each of the 
served wines.  This was held on the patio overlooking the 
Greer Valley.  At 7:00PM we moved into the dining room and 
we were greeted with a menu welcoming the Desert Stars to 
the Amberian Inn.  As dinner was served the ambient noise 
level dropped significantly and I can only assume that the chef 
had lived up to his reputation. 

Members had a choice of three ways back to the valley on 
Sunday.  First and most spectacular but longest is the 
Coronado Trail by way of Hannagan Meadows and Clifton 
Morenci.  Second is through the stunning Salt River Canyon on 
US Hwy 60.  And third, is along the equally stunning Mogollon 
Rim on State Rt. 260 to Payson. Regardless of which way was 
taken Desert Stars’ member were treated to the beauties of 
Arizona during their drives home to the Valley. 

If this sounds like a fun filled weekend, why not join us next 
year when we do it again to Escape from the Heat. 

Rick Stacio 

 
We gathered at the 373 Bar and Grill 

 
Bob and Elaine take in the beauty of Greer 
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More Greer Photos 

 
This bus followed us everywhere, even to Alpine 

 
Appetizers on the patio 

 
More appetizers and patio 

 
Dinner at the Amberian Inn 

www.rhondaborino.com


 

September 2008 The StarDust Page 9 
 

 

 

www.azmobiletire.com
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Save These Dates: 
 StarFest 2008, San Francisco September 26 – October 1, 2008 
 Havasupai’08, Lake Havasu Weekend of October 17 – 19, 2008 
 Technical Session at M.B. Motors Saturday, November 8, 2008 
 Holiday Party at FireRock Country Club Sunday, December 7, 2008 
 Defensive Driving Clinic Saturday, January 9, 2009 
 MBCA, Barrett – Jackson Dinner January 16 or 17, 2009 
 Family Picnic and Car Show Saturday, February 9, 2009 
 Putting at Desert Highlands  Saturday, March 8, 2009 
 Poker Run March 14 or 15, 2009 
 British European Auto Tour Weekend of April 18 – 19, 2009 
 Memorial Day Weekend Auto Tour Weekend of May 22 – 25, 2009 
 Annual Business Meeting Sunday, June 6, 2009 

Join your Desert Stars friends and MBCA 
members from all over the Southwest Region 
for Havasupai’08 at Lake Havasu.  It’s too late 
for the early registration discount but there is 

still plenty of room. 

Visit our section website at 
HTUhttp://www.desertstars.org 

 
 

 

 

Keep your address updated with
the MBCA National  Business  Office  at

(800) 637-2360, or 
HTUhttp://mbca.org/mbca/addchange.htm UTH 

 

STARDUST Editor 
3344 W. Taro Lane 
Phoenix, AZ  85027-6157 
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