
 
Defensive Driving Clinic and Mini-Autocross 

Want to become a safer and more defensive driver?  
Want your teenager or young adult to learn how to avoid 
accidents  and  drive  more  confidently?  Want to learn the  

 
Dick Sharp avoids an obstacle at our last clinic. 

real capabilities of your Mercedes-Benz or daily driver?  
Join your fellow section members on Saturday, January 
26th for Desert Stars’ Defensive Driving and Accident 
Avoidance Education Course.  All MBCA members and 
their immediate family are eligible and should take 
advantage of this rare opportunity to get in-car training on 
accident-avoidance strategies, performing evasive 
maneuvers, and truly understanding the handling 
characteristics of their car. New and inexperienced drivers 
will especially benefit from this professional instruction and 
hands-on closed course experience. 

Beginning at 9 am, we will meet at F1 Race Factory, 317 
S. 48th St., Phoenix, where a large portion of the parking 
lot will be converted into a restricted and marked circuit, 
protected from other traffic.  After some basic instruction, 
each driver will receive personal in-car instruction on the 
handling characteristics of their car, how to drive around 
potential trouble and while safely maintaining control of 
their vehicle.  Drivers will benefit most by bringing the 
vehicle they drive daily – Mercedes-Benz or otherwise.  
The  cost  is only $25 per driver, and licensed drivers under 

Continued on Page 9 

Desert Stars Family Picnic & “Shine and Show” Car Show 
Circle Saturday, February 9th, 2008 on your calendar.  

It’s time for our annual Family Picnic and Car Show.  This 
year we are moving to Fountain Park in Fountain Hills.  It’s 

 
a long drive for some of us but the facilities and 
breathtaking view make it well worth it.  Besides, we are 

always looking for an excuse to get behind the wheel of our 
M-Bs.  This event also provides an excuse to polish up the 
Benz and show it off to other Section members and 
passersby which I‘m sure will be attracted by the lined-up 
pedigree. 
Where? Fountain Park, Activity Area #2, Rotary Splash 

Pad, Fountain Hills, AZ  85268 
Direction: Heading east on Shea Blvd. turn left onto 

Saguaro Blvd.  There’s a McDonald’s on the 
northwest corner.  Continue of Saguaro Blvd. 
(aka Veterans Memorial Pkwy.) for 2½ to 3 
miles.  Just before downtown Fountain Hills, 
turn right onto El Lago Blvd.  About 400 ft 
down El Lago Blvd turn left into a park lot.  The 
northern portion of the lot is reserved for our 
M-Bs.  Activity Area #2 is north of the lot. 

Menu? German Hamburgers & Bratwurst, German 
Potato Salad, Cole Slaw with all the fixin’s to 
go with them and some surprises.  We’re doing 
the  grilling  and  cooking and of course, plenty  

Continued on Page 9 
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President’s Message: January 2007 Volume 44 Number 1 
©2008 MBCA Desert Stars Section 

The Desert Stars finished off 2007 with 
style.  Our November event was a first 
time M-B Safety Demonstration put on by 
our section Vice President Bud 
Cloninger.  He put together an 
informative presentation about what 
Mercedes does to protect us, including 
activating a couple of airbags. 

In December we held our annual 
Holiday Party at the FireRock Country 
Club in Fountain Hills.  As usual, we all 
had a terrific time and collected a bunch 
of toys and cash for the Marines’ Toys for 
Tots program.  Thanks to John 
Teichgraeber and Rich Leamon for all 
the arrangements.  You can find 
complete 
details and 
some 
pictures 
from both 
these 
events on 
pages 6 & 
7 of this 
issue. 

I hope 
everyone 
had joyous 
holidays 
with family 
and friends.  Everyone should be rested 
up and ready to party with the Desert 
Stars, because we have some exciting 
events coming up to start off 2008. 

We begin in January with a Defensive 
Driving Clinic and Autocross.  The F1 
Race Factory parking lot will be 
transformed into an avoidance course by 
Chuck Landenberger and Walt 
Anderson, so we can practice defensive 
driving maneuvers.  And after lunch, it 
will be reconfigured again for some fun 

autocross.  Check out the front page for 
all the details. 

Our annual Family Picnic and Clean 
Car Show will be our February event and 
this year we move to Fountain Park, in 
Fountain Hills.  The facilities are great for 
a family get together and what a view.  
There will be plenty of food and drink and 
things for the kids and grandkids to do.  
Again check the front page for the 
details. 

In March, we head south for some fun.  
We’ll be visiting the Kitt Peak National 
Observatory, southwest of Tucson.  We 
did this about eight years ago and 
everyone had a great time.  The 

Observatory runs a 
public awareness 
program which 
allows groups to 
visit the facilities 
and view celestial 
bodies and of 
course Desert 
Stars.  It seems an 

appropriate 
adventure for our 
section.  Guess 
where you can find 
more information 
about this weekend 

trip.  Wrong, try page 3. 
One final comment; I’d like to thank 

everyone, especially Bob Yoder and Bud 
Cloninger, involved in the Christmas gift 
presented me this year;.  I was 
overwhelmed and I’m devoting a vast 
amount of deliberation in determining 
how to return this most generous 
endowment. 
See you at an event soon, 

 Rick Stacio, President 
 Desert Stars Section 
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New Members 

November December 
Randall Widmaier, DC 

Jim Graham 
Gabor Kristof 

Jeffrey & Carmen Evans 
Jean Pena & Robert Evans 

Jerry Mc Dermott 

Claire & Jerry Sandel 
R. Williams 

Corwin & June Liston 
Hector Rodriguez 

Juliet & Frank Daniel 

 
John Csupick & Donna Friedman 

Al Trendle 
Craig Harvel 

Tom & Hana Rodovsky 
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Desert Stars’ Board Desert Stars Desert Stargaze 
President: 
Rick Stacio (623) 582-6694 

Vice President: 
Bud Cloninger (602) 392-0686 

Treasurer: 
Richard Sharp (480) 661-1325  HTU 

Secretary: 
Brynn Burton (480) 832-1504 
 
Directors: 
Jim Boyle (480) 391-1997 
Bud Cloninger (602) 392-0686 
Lowenski Garcia (602) 647-6806 
John Hutchison (480) 473-4887 
Chuck Landenberger (623) 748-1472 
Rich Leamon (480) 460-8356 
Joan May (623) 444-9988 
Bryan O’Connor (602) 620-4795 
Robert Schmelzer (480) 247-3093 
Chuck Stanford, Jr. (480) 585-0786 
John Teichgraeber (480) 837-3624 
Bob Yoder (480) 998-0194 
 
Chairs: 
 Activities & Events: 

Rich Leamon (480) 460-8356 
 Membership: 

Louis Horwin (480) 707-0320 
 Publicity: 

Bud Cloninger (602) 392-0686 
 Newsletter Adveristing: 

John Teichgraeber (480) 837-3624 
 Newsletter Editor: 

Rick Stacio (623) 582-6694 
 

Board meetings are held on the third 
Wednesday of each month.  All 
members are welcome.  Check with a 
board member concerning place and 
time. 

Desert Stars will venture south for the 
weekend of March 15th – 16th, in the Old 
Pueblo.  The main purpose of our 
journey is for stargazing at the Kitt Peak 
National Observatory about 40 miles 
southwest of Tucson. 

We’ll be staying at the Holiday Inn 
Hotel and Suites Tucson Airport 
North, 4550 South Palo Verde Road, 
Tucson.  A block of rooms for both 
March 14th and 15th have been reserved 
for us.  The rate is $119 for a single or 
double and $149 for a suite.  Please call 
1-800-Holiday to make your reservation 
and mention the Desert Stars.  Or use 
http://www.hitucsonairport.com.  Call me 
at 623-582-6694 for the group code you’ll 
need to use the web.  This rate and 
availability is only good until February 
13th, so decide whether you want to 
Desert Stargaze, then make your 
reservations. 

Whether you can stay in Tucson Friday 
night or drive down from Phoenix on 
Saturday morning, we are planning a get 
together for lunch early Saturday 
afternoon.  We’ll send you more 
information about our lunch after you 
register.  After lunch, we will caravan to 
Kitt Peak.  It’s about an hour and a half 
drive from Tucson and we must arrive 
about 5:00 PM at the visitor’s center.  
The program at Kitt Peak lasts late into 
the night and then there’s the drive back 
to Tucson; so we strongly suggest you 
stay in Tucson on Saturday night. 

After arrival we will explore the exhibits 
and interactive displays and browsing 
their gift shop.  We’ll be served a light 

meal (box lunch) and get an introduction 
to astronomy and the National 
Observatory.  Then we'll view the sunset 
over the Tohono O'odham Reservation 
from atop Kitt Peak. 

After a brief talk about the distances 
between objects in our universe, we’ll 
learn how to use a planisphere to find 
stars and constellations.  A pair of 
binoculars will be distributed to everyone, 
the it’s outside to identify stars and 
constellations.  You will be able to use 
binoculars and planispheres throughout 
the evening, and will be shown various 
objects best viewed through binoculars. 

Finally, we will use one of the Visitor 
Center’s domes to observe the heavens 
in all their grandeur through one of the 
reflecting telescopes.  We’ll learn about 
these objects as we view them and find 
out what a light year really means.  Ask 
questions, and above all, have fun 
discovering our universe!  The program 
runs for 3 to 3.5 hours after sunset and is 
an experience unlike any other.  No 
cutoffs or open toe shoe are allowed on 
the tours. 

The cost of this event is $39 per 
person.  This includes only the cost of 
the Kitt Peak Tour.  Members are 
responsible for their accommodations 
and meals in Tucson. 

Please fill out the registration form on 
page 8 and mail along with your check 
before March 1st.  Remember to make 
your room reservations before February 
13th.  If you have any questions call me 
at 623-582-6694. 

Rick Stacio 
  



 

 January 2008 The StarDust  Page 4 
 
 
 

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND TRIP 
MAY 23-26 2008 

We have had a change of plans (and of heart) for our 
annual trip.  We are not going to Mexico. We are going to 
New Mexico. 

Our trip will start with an overnight stay (Friday, May 
23rd) at El Rancho Hotel in Gallup.  The next morning we 
will drive to Santa Fe, N.M. and stay at the Hotel Plaza 
Real located just a block off the plaza in the heart of old 
Santa Fe.  We will be staying there on Saturday and 
Sunday nights.  We are thinking about staying at La 
Posada in Winslow on Monday night.  That will depend on 
what people feel like doing.  Some couples may not wish to 
stay the extra night and that is okay. 

We cannot make reservations at El Rancho until after the 
first of the year, so for now we will wait on those. 

The room rate at the Hotel Plaza Real in Santa Fe is 
$149.00 per night plus $13 per day parking.  You must 

make your own room reservations (mention you are with 
Desert Stars Mercedes Benz Club—rooms are held under 
“Richard Sharp.”)  At the present time we have 10 rooms 
reserved at the Hotel Plaza Real. If the numbers warrant 
we may be able to get more, but there are no guarantees.  
PLEASE MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS NOW IF YOU 
PLAN TO GO. Call (505) 988-4900. 

Please fill out the reservation form below, along with 
$100.00 deposit (which will only be returned to you if you 
are comatose).  The deposit should be made out to “Desert 
Star Section” and sent to Dick Sharp, Treasurer.  We will 
have more information in the coming newsletters.  For 
more information or any questions call Dick or Mindy Sharp 
(480) 661-1325. 

Dick & Mindy Sharp 

Memorial Day Weekend Trip -- May 23 -- 26, 2008 
Registration Form 

Contact Information: 

Name(s):      Section:   

Address:   
  

City:      State/Prov.:      Zip:   

Phone No.:      
Day    Night

 
Email Address:   

Number Attending:   Please put me on the list. I am enclosed a deposit of $100.00/couple or $50/single. 
Make your check payable to:  MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to: MBCA Desert Stars 

c/o Dick Sharp 
11371 East Cochise Drive 
Scottsdale, AZ  85259 

Defensive Driving Clinic -- January 26th, 2008 
Registration Form 

Contact Information: 

Name(s):      Section:   

Address:   
  

City:      State/Prov.:      Zip:   

Phone No.:      
Day    Night

 
Email Address:   
Number Attending:   Cost is $25.00 per adult driver including lunch. Licensed drivers under 18 are free 

when accompanied with a paying adult driver. Lunch for under 18 drivers is $7.00. 
For questions call Chuck Landenberger at (623) 748-1472, or email him at pnzrwgn@mac.com. 

Make your check payable to:  MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to: MBCA Desert Stars 
c/o Dick Sharp 
11371 East Cochise Drive 
Scottsdale, AZ  85259 
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Mercedes-Benz Safety Systems Demo 
 

About twenty Desert Star members gathered in the shop 
at M.B. Motors, on November 17th, to learn why their 
Mercedes is one of the safest cars built. 

Bud Cloninger presented a slide show with discussion on 
how their safety systems work and what they do to make 
our cars safer.  A movie by Mercedes-Benz showed 
members how these systems where developed and a 
preview of future safety innovations. 

After a catered lunch, Bob Yoder discussed with 
members the importance of proper cooling system 
maintenance and the advantages of carrying a fire 
extinguisher in your car.  A brief discussion on PRE SAFE 
followed. 

The final demonstration was the unveiling of the "crash 
car".  With eye and ear protection handed out, Desert Stars 
members experienced the explosive deployment of the air 
bags. 

I think all went home that afternoon with a better 
understanding and appreciation of their Mercedes Safety 
Equipment. 

Bud Cloninger 

 
Safety was not only discussed but practiced.  Everyone was 
required to wear safety equipment when the air bags were 
deployed. 

 
Bud Cloninger prepares to set off the passenger air bag. 

 
Guess where the Crash Car appeared next? 

 

Don’t miss an issue of the Star or Stardust.  
Keep your mailing address current with the 
MBCA National Business Office.  You can 
change your address online at 
http://mbca.org/mbca/addchange.htm or 

 

mail your address change to: 
 MBCA 
 1907 Lelaray Street 
 Colorado Springs, CO  80909 
We can’t accept address changes locally. 
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Desert Stars 2007 Holiday Party Delivers for Toys for Tots 
Just over 50 Desert Stars gathered December 2, 2007 at 

the Firerock Country Club to present over 200 toys and 
$400 in contributions to the USMC annual Toys for Tots 
drive.  Representative of the Marine Corp Reserve were 
present and our guests to accept these contributions. 

Prior to the brunch, the Stars, well their Mercedes, 
aligned at the entrance to the club.  Most notable were 
where Dick Sharp’s 1953 300S Coupe which won 1st place 
in the Street Division at StarFest 2006 and Chuck 
Landenberger’s recently acquired vintage 108 E 16 valve. 

After President Rick Stacio did a quick review of this past 
year’s events, he introduced past Regional Director and 
past section President Chuck Stanford, who awarded 
service pins to the following members: 

• Peter & Lisa Gannon for 25 years, 
• E.G. & Carol Barmore for 5 years, and 
• Bud & Dee Cloninger for 5 years. 

 
Bob Yoder is awarded the Member of the Year Award 

by Rick Stacio and Rich Leamon 

Rick with the help of 2006’s Member of the Year 
recipient, Rich Leamon presented this year’s Member of 
the Year award to Bob Yoder.  This award includes a 
year’s stewardship of the Loy Peterson Traveling Award, a 
custom display model of the Mercedes 540K 

The event closed with special drawings for Toys for Tots 
and our traditional door prizes. 

Special thanks to all of you who attended this very 
special event.  Your participation not only ensured another 
successful event for the Desert Stars Section of MBCA but 
also brightened the Holidays for the Tots who received 
your generous contribution of Toys. 

Rich Leamon 

 
Desert Stars Enjoy FireRock 

 
Chuck Landenberger’s 16 valve 

 
Dick Sharp’s 300S 
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By Popular Demand, We Return to Desert Highland  
Mark your calendars now.  Among the beautiful 

landscaping at the Desert Highlands Country Club is a 
rolling 18-hole putting course.  It has its challenges, but it 
wouldn’t be fun without any. 

Please plan on joining us on Saturday April 5, 2008 for a 
great morning followed by an awesome lunch.  Also be 
prepared to laugh and have fun, as this is not serious golf. 

Last year everyone had a great time, without stress, 
followed by some good conversation at lunch. 

Desert Highlands Country Club is located at 10040 E 
Happy Valley Rd, Scottsdale, AZ 85255 

We’ll have complete information and a registration form 
in the March issue of the StarDust 

Joan May 

Family Picnic and Car Show -- February 9, 2008 
Registration Form 

Contact Information: 

Name(s):      Number Adults($20):      Number Children(Free):   

Address:      Phone No.:   
  

City:     State/Prov.:     Zip:   

Car(s) you will be displaying: (please indicate Year and Model) 

Car #1:  Model     Year     Car #2:  Model     Year  
If you have any question, please call Rick Stacio (623) 582-6694. 

 

Make your check payable to:  MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to: MBCA Desert Stars  
 c/o Dick Sharp  
 11371 E. Cochise Drive  
 Scottsdale, AZ  85259  

Kitt Peak, Tucson Weekend -- March 15 -- 16, 2008 
Registration Form 

Contact Information: 

Name(s):      Section:   

Address:   
  

City:      State/Prov.:      Zip:   

Phone No.:      
Day    Night

 
Email Address:   

Number Attending:   Cost is $3900 person. Registration Deadline is March 1, 2008 
Make your check payable to:  MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to: MBCA Desert Stars 

c/o Dick Sharp 
11371 East Cochise Drive 
Scottsdale, AZ  85259 
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Defensive Driving (con’t from page 1) 
18 are free with a paying parent MBCA member. Lunch is 
included in your registration fee ($7.00 for those under-18 
drivers getting free registration).  For insurance and liability 
purposes, only MBCA members and immediate family may 
participate in this event.  After lunch, we will reconfigure 
the cones to let participants practice some of the 
maneuvers they have learned in an auto-cross format. 

The day should wrap up about 4 pm.  This is the fourth 
time we have held this event and it has become a real 
favorite with our section members.  Due to the limited 
availability of instructors and facilities, only a small number 
of participants can be accommodated.  Last time, we were 
fully booked only a short time after the session was 
announced.  You will find a registration form on page 4, in 
this issue. Send it in now with your registration fee. For 
more information, contact the event coordinator, Chuck 
Landenberger, at (623) 748-1472, on the day of event – 
(480) 710-0898, or email him at pnzrwgn@mac.com. 

F1 Race Factory (previously a WalMart/Sam’s Club) is 
just south of Washington St. on 48th St. From 143 South, 
exit Washington, go east 1 block, then south on 48th St. 
From the 202, exit Van Buren, go west to 48th St., then 
south. 

Chuck Landenberger 

 

Your Advertisement Here 
could reach over 

500 
Mercedes-Benz Owners 

If You Think Your Product or Service Might Be 
of Interest To Our Members 

Contact our Advertising Manager 
John Teichgraeber 

Phone:  (480) 837-3624 
Email:  ads@desertstars.org 

 

Family Picnic (con’t from page 1) 
 of soft drinks, water and beer. 
Cost? All kids 15 years old and older (that includes all 

of us adults) - $20.00 each.  No charge for kids 
14 and younger. 

So join us for fun and camaraderie!  There will be a Big 
Bouncy House for kids and a beautiful playground adjacent 
to our Activity Area.  Of course we’ll have prizes for the 
favorite Mercedes. 

Bring all your kids and grandkids.  Club Membership is 
not required, so invite friends to join us.  Just fill in the 
registration form on page 8. 

For additional information or questions call Rick Stacio at 
(623) 582-6694. 

Rick Stacio 

Attention Members 
With the price of gasoline recently soaring, we feel it 

necessary to warn members to secure their gas tanks.  
Some members have reported unreasonably excessive 
mileage rates at recent road events.  We can only 
conclude that gas is being siphoned from members’ tanks. 

Our Vice President, Bud Cloninger has volunteered to 
look into this matter for us.  Please contact him if you have 
been a victim and/or have any information about these 
circumstances. 

 
If you recognize this gasoline thief, contact Bud. 
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USave These Dates: 
 Defensive Driving & Autocross Saturday, January 26, 2008 
 Family Picnic & Car Show Saturday, February 9, 2008 
 Kitt Peak Observatory Night Tour Tucson Weekend:  March 15 – 16, 2008 
 Putting Session & Luncheon at Desert Highlands Saturday, April 5, 2008 
 British/Euro Auto Tour (The B.E.A.T.) Weekend of April 19 – 20, 2008 
 Memorial Day Weekend Auto Tour Weekend of May 23 – 26, 2008 
 Annual Business Meeting Sunday, June 1, 2008 

Join Us on the BEAT 
April 19 – 20, 2008 

go to www.beataz.com for details  

Visit our section website at 
HTUhttp://www.desertstars.orgUTH 

   
   
   
   
 

 
 

Keep your address updated with
the MBCA National  Business  Office  at

(800) 637-2360, or 
HTUhttp://mbca.org/mbca/addchange.htm UTH 

 

STARDUST Editor 
3344 W. Taro Lane 
Phoenix, AZ  85027-6157 
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