
 
Last Call for Our Fall Havasupai 2007 

October 26-28, 2007 

 
There are only a few rooms left at The Sedona Reăl Inn 

and Suites for our Fall Spectacular, Havasupai’07.  Both 
the hotel and banquet facility are capacity constrained so 
when they’re full – We’re Full!  Better hurry if you plan to 
enjoy a relaxing weekend in the beautiful Red Rocks 
country around Sedona.  Late October is peak color 
season for foliage and we’ll see why USA Today calls 
Sedona “The Most Beautiful Scenery in America!” 

The fun will begin Friday evening with a “get-acquainted” 
reception hosted by our hospitality team Chuck and Ava 
Stanford, who have also promised special surprises for our 
awards banquet on Saturday.  Rallyemasters John & 
Marianne Hutchison, along with Sandra Allan & Jerry 
Fortier have assured a scenic and not-too-challenging 
contest for Saturday.  Bring your favorite navigator and 
show us your stuff!  Saturday lunch is included.  Sunday 
morning will be more fun with the optional Pink Jeep Tours. 

The Sedona Reăl will be our base for both nights, and 
we’ve arranged for a discounted block of comfortable 
rooms and suites, some with fireplaces, ranging from $112 
to $160 per night.  You’ll need to choose your room and 
make your own reservations by calling the Sedona Reăl at 
928-282-1414.  Reserve your room for Friday and 
Saturday nights, October 26 and 27, mentioning that you 

are with the MBCA Desert Stars Section and 
Havasupai’07.  The hotel has agreed to honor these rates 
for two days before and after the event –– so why not take 
an opportunity to stretch your weekend. 

The registration form included on page 4 is all you need 
to get started.  The Early Registration Fee of $199 covers 
the Saturday rallye, entry fees and prizes, and all meals 
including the special Awards Banquet on Saturday.  Your 
room cost will not be part of the rallye registration fee, so 
we suggest that you call Sedona Reăl soon to assure your 
choice – the block is limited and only available until 
September 26. 

As a special Sunday treat, we’ve arranged discounted 
rates for Sedona’s world-famous Pink Jeep Tours.  This is 
an excellent way to see outback Sedona up close with a 
personable local guide to show you some beautiful areas 
where the Benz just won’t go.  Guided tours range from 1-
1/2 to 3 hours and costs run $46 to $74 including all taxes 
and gratuities.  Check the box on the form for more 
information. 

If you have difficulties with reservations, or for more 
information, please call John Hutchison at 480-473-4887 or 
Chuck Stanford, Jr. at 480-585-0785. 

Chuck Stanford and John Hutchison
 

 
The clock is ticking, the early register discount and the reserved block of rooms at the Sedona Reăl Inn & Suites 

ends on September 26th, so if your planning on attending, register now. 
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President’s Message: September 2007 Volume 43 Number 5 
©2006 MBCA Desert Stars Section 

Well I hope everyone had an enjoyable 
summer with many adventures.  For this 
season of events, Rich Leamon and the 
Board have put together a schedule with 
something for everyone.  We start off 
with a Practice Rallye.  By the time you 
receive this newsletter, the miles will 
have been driven and the scores all 
tallied.  I wonder who placed first?  
Probably Chuck and Ava, but I’m sure 
there was plenty of competition.  One 
thing for sure, everyone had fun and is all 
prepare for Havasupai in Sedona. 

Speaking of Havasupai, John & 
Marianne Hutchison, Gerry Fortier & 
Sandra Allan and Chuck & Ava Stanford 
tell me, this fall’s rallye weekend, 
October 26th – 28th, in Sedona, will be 
something special.  There are still a few 
slots open if you haven’t registered yet.  
Once the deadline of September 26th 
passes, the remaining rooms at the 
Sedona Reăl Inn and Suites will be 
released to the public and will not remain 
unbooked for long.  This weekend event, 
back in its normal fall timeframe, is our 
premier event of the season and 
everyone has a wonderful time.  It’s a 
great time for new members to get 
acquainted with the club and for old 
members to renew friendships.  The 
competition is rewarding and 
exhilarating, but the activities and 
socializing makes it ‘Havasupai’.  So you 
say you haven’t registered, why not?  
You’ll find more information on the front 
page and a registration form on page 4.  
Get off your backside and send in the 
registration, and enjoy Sedona in the fall 
and the camaraderie of Desert Stars 
members.  

If you are wondering why there isn’t 
any information about the Mercedes-
Steinway Connection event scheduled 
for October 14th, we had some conflicts 
with the parties 

 involved and I felt it was in the best 
interest of the club to cancel our 
participation in this event.  We will try to 
schedule a fund-raising event in the 
future for Rosie’s House. 

On Saturday, November 17th, we have 
something new in our schedule, a safety 
demonstration.  If you don’t know what 
ABS, SRS and ESP stand for, then this is 
the event for you.  Bud Cloninger, our 
new Vice President, will demonstrate and 
explain these systems which protect us 
in our M-Bs.  For more information see 
page 3.  There is a registration form on 
page 6. 

As the year comes to an end, we 
gather for our annual Holiday party.  This 
year we move to the FireRock Country 
Club.  We had our Annual Business 
Meeting there in June and everyone 
loved it and the staff was terrific.  
Checkout the details on page 6, we’ll 
have a registration form in the November 
issue of the StarDust. 

The schedule continues into 2008 with 
a bunch of exciting events.  For instance, 
a Defensive Driving Clinic and Autocross; 
our Annual Family Picnic and Car Show; 
a weekend road trip to visit Kitts Peak 
Observatory with nighttime observing; a 
Putting Session at Desert Highlands; 
everyone’s favorite tour, the British/Euro 
Auto Tour(B.E.A.T.); our traditional 
Memorial Day weekend tour; and our 
customary schedule ender, our Business 
Meeting in June.  Check out the back 
page of this issue for dates in the Save 
These Dates section.  I’m sure Rich and 
the Board will come up with some 
surprises to add to the schedule, so be 
such to watch for them in the StarDust 
and on our section website. 
See you at an event soon, 

 Rick Stacio, President 
 Desert Stars Section 
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New Members 
July 

David Isenberg, Jr. 
Glenn Davis 

Gary & Jeremy Hassen 
Sonny Bienias 
Richard Manley 

Rebecca Shingler 
Rice Pierce 
Ray Miller 

Aaron & Deanna Ingram 

      August 
Brian Williams 
David & Bette Dwinell 

Tim Topliff 
James & Tina Bates 

Stuart & Katy Watkins 
Donna Hicks 

Mary & John Kincaid 
D. Collins 

Alberto Rosenberg 

August 
Bernard & Doris Machura 

Michael & Cassandra Ravenhill 
Kenneth & Elsa Wilkerson 

Gary Stevens 
Marlene Strickland 

Sandra & Denis Kiselica 
Sandra Mc Arthur 

Paul Hamra 
Michael Studt 

http://www.desertstars.org/newsletter/advertise/
http://www.desertstars.org/newsletter/advertise/
http://www.desertstars.org/
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Desert Stars’ Board 
ABS, SRS, ESP 

Did you ever wonder what it all means? 
President: 
Rick Stacio (623) 582-6694 

Vice President: 
Bud Cloninger (602) 392-0686 

Treasurer: 
Richard Sharp (480) 661-1325  
Secretary: 
Brynn Burton (480) 832-1504 
 
Directors: 
Jim Boyle (480) 391-1997 
Bud Cloninger (602) 392-0686 
Lowenski Garcia (602) 647-6806 
John Hutchison (480) 473-4887 
Chuck Landenberger (623) 748-1472 
Rich Leamon (480) 460-8356 
Joan May (623) 444-9988 
Bryan O’Connor (602) 620-4795 
Robert Schmelzer (480) 247-3093 
Chuck Stanford, Jr. (480) 585-0786 
John Teichgraeber (480) 837-3624 
Bob Yoder (480) 998-0194 
 
Chairs: 
 Activities & Events: 

Rich Leamon (480) 460-8356 
 Membership: 

Louis Horwin (480) 707-0320 
 Publicity: 

Bud Cloninger (602) 392-0686 
 Newsletter Adveristing: 

John Teichgraeber (480) 837-3624 
 Newsletter Editor: 

Rick Stacio (623) 582-6694 
 

Board meetings are held on the third 
Wednesday of each month.  All 
members are welcome.  Check with a 
board member concerning place and 
time. 

Join us for a technically light overview 
of how the safety systems on your 
Mercedes Benz make it one of the safest 
automobiles in the world.  We will follow 
the evolution of these systems from the 
seat belt to E.S.P. (Electronic Stability 
Program) and into future Mercedes Benz 
innovations. 

You will have some classroom type 
instruction with various displays to help 
us see how they are designed and built 
into our automobiles.  After a brief movie 
from Mercedes Benz, we will break for 
lunch 

After lunch we will move out to the 
shop were you will be able view these 

systems on the cars with live 
demonstrations. Please, no open-toed 
shoes (flip-flops). 
• The date to remember is Saturday 

November 17th. 
• The time 10:00 am to about 2:00 pm. 
• The place is M.B. Motors at 2730 E. 

McDowell Road in Phoenix. 
• The cost for this event is $35.00 

including lunch. 
Space is limited so register soon.  

You’ll find a registration form on page 6.  
For additional information contact Bud 
Cloninger at 602-326-6210 or Bob Yoder 
at 480-998-0194 

Bud Cloninger 

  

mailto:chuck.landenberger@desertstars.org
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Breath-Taking Sedona, Fall Havasupai’07 
October 26th – 28th, 2007 

Registration Form 
Contact Information: 

Name(s):      Section:   

Address:      Phone No.:   
  

City:      State/Prov.:      Zip:   

Phone No.:      
Day    Night

 

Email Address:   

Number Attending:   
Please check box to left if you have a Golden Age or Golden Eagle Passport. 

Price: Before September 26th –$19900 per couple. Vehicle Model:   Vehicle Year:   
 After September 26th –$21500 per couple. 

Separate Reservations are Required for the nights of October 26th and 27th at: 
Sedona Reăl Inn and Suites Room rates from $11200 to $16000 are available until September 26th  

call (928) 282-1414 Mention the MBCA Desert Stars Section Havasupai when calling. 
These rates are available to Havasupai participants from October 24th through the 29th.  Those familiar with 

Sedona will know what fantastic rates these are for Sedona in October.  So why not extend your stay in Sedona. 
These rates are only available until September 26th and are limited; so make your reservations today. 

  Please check the box to the left if you are interested in taking part in a tour of the Sedona Red Rock area on 
Sunday, October 28th, in the famous Sedona Pink Jeeps.  This is not included in the cost of Havasupai.  If you check 
the box, we will contact you with further information and to make arrangements. 

If you have any question, please call Chuck Stanford at (480) 585-0785. 
 

  

Make your check payable to:  MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to: MBCA Desert Stars 
 c/o Chuck Stanford, Jr 
 11405 East De La O Road 
 Scottsdale, AZ  85255 

 

 

For Sale 
Complete interior of 1985 500SL, $1000 

Palomino; will fit all 1981 – 1989 SL’s 
Call Bob (480) 998-0194 

 
 

For Sale 
2001 ML320 – 85K mi., Dark Blue, Beige Leather  

Super Clean, Power Front Seats, Sunroof, Bose Stereo 
CD Changer, Car Cover and 2nd set of 18” Rims.   

Call Frank (480) 655-8805 
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Desert Stars Annual Holiday Party 
The Desert Stars Section Holiday Brunch will be held on 

December 2, 2007 at Firerock Country Club.  The club is 
located at 16000 East FireRock Country Club Drive in 
Fountain Hills, Arizona..  At the intersection of Shea 
Boulevard and FireRock Country Club Drive, go south 
(right.)  Enjoy the lovely views of Red Mountain and the 
Firerock community. 

Toys for Tots will again be our charity gift benefit so plan 
to bring unwrapped toy to the brunch as your contribution 
to this worthy cause; of course cash will also be accepted.  
We will also host representatives of the United States 
Marine Corps as our guests to accept your contributions to 

the Toys for Tots program. 
Plan on arriving at 10:30AM to enjoy an included wine 

tasting and take some time to mingle with your MBCA 
friends prior to the brunch which will be served at 11:00AM.  
A cash bar will be open and served by the wait staff.  
Individual checks will be provided at the end of the brunch. 

The buffet menu is below and the November issue of the 
Stardust will contain a registration form and the price.  
Make sure to clear your schedule for this fun Desert Stars’ 
event.  For more information call John Teichgraeber at 
(480) 837-3624 or Rich Leamon at (480) 732-5790. 

John Teichgraeber 

Buffet Menu 
Assorted Bakeries including Danish, Muffins and Bagels 

Sliced Seasonal Fruits 
Scrambled Eggs with Cheddar Cheese 

Holiday Bow Tie Pasta Salad 
With Roasted Red Peppers, Asparagus, Artichoke Hearts, 

Kalamata Olives, Feta Cheese and Lemon Parsley Vinaigrette 
Applewood Smoked Bacon and Sausage 

Homemade French Toast with Powdered Sugar and Maple Syrup 
Slow Roasted Prime Rib 

Served with Au Jus Horseradish Crème 
Roasted Garlic Mashed Potatoes 

Marinated and Grilled Seasonal Vegetables 

Build Your Own Omelet 
Choice of Ham, Bacon or Sausage, with Jack and Cheddar Cheeses 

And Your Choice of Tomatoes, Onions, Spinach, Bell Peppers, 
Green Chilis and Mushrooms 

Assorted Pastries and Holiday Desserts 

Coffee, Tea and Soft Drinks 

Safety Equipment Demo -- November 17th, 2007 
Registration Form 

Contact Information: 

Name(s):      Section:   

Address:      Phone No.:   
  

City:      State/Prov.:      Zip:   

Phone No.:      
Day    Night

 

Email Address:   

Number Attending:   Cost is $35.00 per person. 

Make your check payable to:  MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to: MBCA Desert Stars 
c/o Dick Sharp 
11371 East Cochise Drive 
Scottsdale, AZ  85259 
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Editor Note: We had an extra page to fill in this issue and after traveling through the Midwest this summer I thought I would 
expound on some of the bogus things being touted as alternatives to the petroleum power combustion engine.  
Of course these are solely my opinions, and may not represent those of the MBCA or any of it other members.  
In other words, it’s an editorial.  I’d like to hear about yours.  We could print some when space is available. 

The Myths of Motoring Alternatives 
Kermit the Frog once said, “It’s hard to be green.”  But 

with all the hype about Ethanol in the press and by the 
Ethanol lobby you’d think it was simple and Ethanol was 
the salvation of the American Motorist.  Why not?  It burns 
cleaner and is renewable, saving the environment.  Since it 
is totally produced in the US, it will wean us of our 
dependence on foreign crude oil.  There’s so much hot air 
out there, maybe we should harness it as an energy 
source.  There certainly enough of it, and yes, it’s obviously 
renewable.  Before addressing the environmental claims, 
let’s look at the economics: 

• In order to use E85 (a mixture of 85% Ethanol and 
15% Gasoline), it requires modifications to a vehicle.  
This includes among other things a stainless steel 
fuel tank, stainless steel fuel lines and stainless 
steel injectors, along with tweaking the fuel control 
computer to smooth out the engine.  This is 
approximately a $2000 cost. 

• Ethanol costs about a dollar more a gallon than 
gasoline.  Without the state and federal tax breaks, 
it wouldn’t be commercially viable. 

• Even with E85 and Gasoline selling for the same 
price.  E85 contains less energy than gasoline and 
far less than diesel.  A vehicle that averages 30 mpg 
on gasoline will only average 20 mpg on E85.  That 
means if you get 400 miles on a full tank of gasoline, 
you’d only get 268 miles in the same car on E85.  In 
other words you would be filling the tank more often. 

• The supply/demand equation for feed corn which is 
used to produce Ethanol has already been affected.  
Have you noticed the increase in the cost of beef, 
eggs, and milk lately, all due to the increase in the 
cost of feed corn. 

Well you say you want to do your part to help protect the 
environment.  I can afford to spend more on fuel to benefit 
the world we live in.  Now let’s look at the environmental 
issues: 

• It takes more energy to produce Ethanol than can 
be converted to energy in an automobile. 

• That energy, in the Midwest where the vast majority 
of Ethanol is produced, is fossil fuels in many cases, 
high sulfur coal. 

• Why not burn the fossil fuel in the cars in the first 
place and remove the intermediate step. 

Well you say you think our reliance on foreign crude oil 
has vast geo-political consequences.  You’re willing to 
spend more on fuel to make the world safer.  How about 
this: 

• To produce enough ethanol to replace the gasoline 

used in the US with E85 would require more arable 
land to grow corn in the US than is available. 

• We would go from a net exporter of farm 
commodities to having to import more corn and 
every other farm commodity we use and eat. 

• We would just be changing our reliance to another 
commodity with different consequences. 

As usual, complex problems don’t have simple answers, 
and our petroleum driven lifestyle is no exception.  In the 
near term the only solution is to drive less.  On the horizon 
there are technological solutions but they all have their own 
bag of consequences. 

Hybrids and Electric vehicles both share the same 
problems, batteries.  Besides the toxic materials batteries 
are made of, and the environment problem that exists with 
their disposal, they also are heavy.  This means more 
power is needed to move the vehicle carrying the batteries, 
which means more batteries for the increased power.  A 
classic design Catch-22.  Although substantial 
improvements in batteries have been made due to the 
computer laptop industry, the auto industry is still under the 
impression that lead/acid is the only rechargeable battery 
type.  And remember connected to every rechargeable 
battery terminal is an electrical recharge cable, somehow 
powered predominately by fossil fuels. 

The Fuel Cell, which may make electric cars feasible, is a 
mechanism that combines hydrogen and oxygen to form 
water.  As a result, free electrons are released and are 
captured as an electric current thus eliminating the need 
for batteries.  The big problem is the fuel, Hydrogen.  
Although one of the most abundant elements on earth, it is 
rarely found in the ‘free state’ needed.  Large amounts of 
energy are needed to release it from the elements it has 
bonded with, usually oxygen in the form of water.  Once in 
its ‘free state’, hydrogen is a very volatile gas, remember 
the Hindenburg.  It is usually compressed and chilled into a 
liquid state for transport and storage, adding to its cost.  
Image a chain reaction pileup on a freeway with one or 
more hydrogen tanks rupturing.  For numerous logistics 
and technical reasons, widespread fuel cell use in vehicles 
is 15 – 20 years off. 

The landscape is cluttered with the remains of 
technologies not yet ready for widespread use; oil shale 
comes to mind.  I have full faith that the free market will 
pick the best solution to solve the problem, if the 
government will stop giving tax subsidies to unworthy 
technologies.  By conservative estimates, the world oil 
reserves will last us well into the second half of this century 
and Mother Nature has amazing recuperative powers, just 
visit Lake Erie.  So let’s not rush or be forced into making 
the wrong choice. 

Rick Stacio 
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Save These Dates: 
 Practice Rallye Saturday, September 15, 2007 
 Fall Havasupai’07 Sedona Weekend:  October 26 – 28, 2007 
 M-B Safety Equipment Demonstration Saturday, November 17, 2007 
 Holiday Party Sunday, December 2, 2007 
 Defensive Driving & Autocross Saturday, January 26, 2008 
 Family Picnic & Car Show Saturday, February 9, 2008 
 Kitt Peak Observatory Night Tour Tucson Weekend:  March 22 – 23, 2008 
 Putting Session & Luncheon at Desert Highlands Saturday, April 5, 2008 
 British/Euro Auto Tour (The B.E.A.T.) Weekend of April 19 – 20, 2008 
 Memorial Day Weekend Auto Tour Weekend of May 23 – 26, 2008 
 Annual Business Meeting Sunday, June 1, 2008 

Don’t Miss Our Fall Havasupai’07, a 
weekend in Sedona, October 26th – 28th.

See the front page.  

Visit our section website at 
http://www.desertstars.org 

 

 
 

Keep your address updated with
the MBCA National  Business  Office  at

(800) 637-2360, or 
http://mbca.org/mbca/addchange.htm

 

STARDUST Editor 
3344 W. Taro Lane 
Phoenix, AZ  85027-6157 
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