
 
Annual Business Meeting at Firerock Country Club 

The 2007 
Business Meeting 
has been 
scheduled for June 
3, 2007 at FireRock 
Country Club 
where Red 
Mountain stands as 
a majestic 
landmark at the 
southern outskirts 
of Fountain Hills.  
In the setting sun, 
the mountain lives 

up to its name, glowing a deep burnt orange.  FireRock 
Country 

The Club brings a level of refined style and beauty that 
rivals the natural landscape of this small hillside 
community.  Although it feels secluded, Fountain Hills is 
located just a few miles east of Scottsdale.  FireRock 
Country Club is located at 16000 East FireRock Country 
Club Drive in Fountain Hills, Arizona..  At the intersection of 
Shea Boulevard and FireRock Country Club Drive, go 
south (right.)  The club has allowed us to display some of 
the members fine Mercedes automobiles at the Club’s 
North entrance area (in the shade) so plan on arriving 
about 10:30 AM to take a look. 

There will be a cash bar available.  In addition, wines 
served with hors d’oeuvres and luncheon have been 
donated to our club at no cost by Duckhorn Winery.  Don’t 
miss this fine wine experience!   The Desert Stars 
welcomes every member to this luncheon meeting and we 
expect a big attendance by members.  You’ll find a 
registration form on page 4.  The cost is $5500 per person. 

After lunch, we will hold our section elections for officers 
and directors.  You will find the slate of officers and 
directors suggested by the nominating committee and 
approved by your board, on page 3.  We also have 
proposed Bylaw changes, which are detailed on page 6, to 
vote on.  After the elections, we will discuss the past year 
and ideas for next year’s schedule of events.  We would 
like to build on the success of the last few years, and your 
ideas and opinions on how we can continue to improve will 
be important in planning our events for next year. 

John Teichgraeber 

Mercedes Benz Club of America 
Annual Business Meeting 

Sunday, June 3, 2007 
10:30am arrival 

11:00am cocktails and hors d’oeuvres 
11:30am lunch service 
Passed Hors d’oeuvres 

Coconut Chicken Skewers 
with Sweet and Sour Dipping Sauce 

Tomato Basil Crostini 
Miniature Beef Wellington 

FireRock Salad 
Mixed Greens tossed with 
Ripe Red Pear Tomatoes, 

Marinated Red Onion, Spicy Sweet Pecans, 
Dried Cranberries, Crumbled Blue Cheese 

and Red Wine Herb Vinaigrette 
Entrée 

Choice of: 
Smothered Flat Iron Steak 

With Sweet Bell Peppers, Onions 
and Provolone Cheese, 

Roasted Garlic Whipped Potatoes 
and Summer Vegetables 

or 
Grilled Citrus Marinated Chicken Breast 

Marinated Airline Chicken Breast, 
Grilled over an Open Flame, 

topped with Citrus Avocado Relish, 
Served with Cilantro Risotto 

and Summer Vegetables 
Dessert 

Mercedes Benz Cake 
chocolate cake and 

chocolate mousse filling 
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Havasupai, Putting at Desert Highlands 
and the British/Euro Auto Tour (BEAT); 
what a schedule.  All were fantastic 
events, drawing many members. 

Brynn and Don Burton did a terrific job 
as Rallyemasters, and it was hard to 
believe, it was their first rallye.  They 
zigzagged us throughout Southern 
Arizona, starting in Tucson and ending in 
Sierra Vista.  MBCA members from 
around the Southwest joined for this 
exciting weekend.  There’s more with 
pictures on page 7. 

We return to our normal fall schedule 
for Havasupai this October with John and 
Marianne Hutchison assuming the 
Rallyemasters’ reigns.  Two Havasupai in 
one year; it doesn’t get much better than 
that. 

Joan May led us to the greens at 
Desert Highlands for our 2nd Annual 
Putting Session.  Everyone enjoyed the 
beautiful weather and the challenge 
presented by that little ball; then retired 
for a great lunch at the club house.  Go 
to page 4, for details. 

The BEAT brought out the biggest 
group of Desert Stars members and their 
cars ever.  An M-B even won the Most 
Desirable award.  This is really a fun 

weekend, in so many ways.  For more 
information see page 6. 

You’ll also find photo galleries of these 
three events on our section website at 
www.desertstars.org. 

We wrap up our season of events with 
our Annual Business Meeting on June 3rd 
at the FireRock Country Club in Fountain 
Hills.  Event planners Rich Leamon and 
John Teichgraeber have planned culinary 
delights with lunch prepared by the 
award winning staff of the FireRock CC’s 
kitchen.  Also wines have been donated 
by one of the finest California vineyards, 
Duckhorn Winery. 

But the reason for our gathering is club 
business.  We’ll review the past year and 
the status of the section.  We’ll elect 
Officers and Directors for next year.  The 
slates of candidates, recommended by 
your Board for both, are on page 3.  And 
as usual, we will discuss our plans for 
next year and seek your input for event 
ideas. 

Also at the meeting you’ll be asked to 
approve some changes to our section’s 
Bylaws.  Over the past few years we 
have been privileged with a devoted and 
energetic Board.  These changes are 
intended to clarify the members’ roles 
and to continue to attract vigorous and 
knowledgeable candidates.  The Board 
and I wholeheartedly endorse these 
changes and ask for your support in 
voting for their adoption.  See page 7 for 
a summary of the changes and go to our 
website for a complete mark-up of the 
Bylaws’ changes. 

 

See you at an event soon, 

 Rick Stacio, President 
 Desert Stars Section 
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New Members 
Editor’s Note:  Since we are publishing early this issue to meet election Bylaw rule, we only have the new member from 

March.  April’s new members will be included in the next issue. 

Charles & Patrica Timberg 
Rose Meyers 

Maureen & Steve Richey 
Ali Afsharha 

Cliff & Claudette Warren 
Michelle & John Taylor 
Michele & Dan Fiore 

Richard & Anissa Zabriskie 
Ronald Heslop 

Veronica Matz & Wendell Norman  

Tarun Sinha 
James Campbell 
Thomas Engel 

Kristopher & Sherri Kruser 
Hassan Aazami 
Lori & Jim Boyd 

Jeanne & Collins Greer 
John & Noreen Van Velzer 

Leland Johnson 
Ronald Mogel 

Keith & Janna Hitchcock 
Joe & Carol Youssefi 

Michael Ahern 
Christa Hertzka 

Daniel Lang 
Larry & Gem Milstead 

Jeff & Lou Wallack 
Susan Kruglick 
Fred Wahlstrom 
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Desert Stars’ Board 
Candidate Slates for Consideration at the 

Annual Business Meeting 
President: 
Rick Stacio (623) 582-6694 

Vice President: 
Bob Yoder (480) 998-0194 

Treasurer: 
Richard Sharp (480) 661-1325  HTU 

Secretary: 
Brynn Burton (480) 832-1504 
 
Directors: 
Jim Boyle (480) 391-1997 
Wayne Burford (602) 380-6970 
Bud Cloninger (602) 392-0686 
Lowenski Garcia (602) 647-6806 
Louis Horwin (480) 707-0320 
John Hutchison (480) 473-4887 
Chuck Landenberger (623) 748-1472 
Rich Leamon (480) 460-8356 
Joan May (623) 444-9988 
Bryan O’Connor (602) 620-4795 
Chuck Stanford, Jr. (480) 585-0786 
John Teichgraeber (480) 837-3624 
 
Chairs: 
 Activities & Events: 

Rich Leamon (480) 460-8356 
 Membership: 

Louis Horwin (480) 707-0320 
 Publicity: 

Bud Cloninger (602) 392-0686 
 Newsletter Adveristing: 

Wayne Burford (602) 380-6970 
 Newsletter Editor: 

Rick Stacio (623) 582-6694 

 
Board meetings are held on the third 

Wednesday of each month.  All 
members are welcome.  Check with a 
board member concerning place and 
time. 

Candidates for Officers 
 

President Rick Stacio 
Vice President Bud Cloninger 
Secretary Brynn Burton 
Treasurer Dick Sharp 

 

 
Organized by the Phoenix Art 

Museum, this is the first exhibition in an 
art museum to present and explore the 
impact and influence of streamlining and 
the science of aerodynamics on 
automobile design, with approximately 22 
spectacular, classic automobiles 
exemplary of the elegant designs created 
from the 1930s through the end of the 
20th century in both America and 
Europe.  Included will be several rare or 
one of a kind vehicles, such as the 1937 
Delahaye 145 “Million Franc” race car, a 
1948 Tucker, a 1936 Stout Scarab, and a 
1986 Oldsmobile Aerotech.  The 
admission fee is $14 for adults, $6 for 
children ages 6-17, and free for Museum 
members.  The exhibit runs from April 1 – 
June 3, 2007  For more information visit 
the museum’s website at 
http://www.phxart.org/  

Candidates for Directors 
 

Bob Yoder 
Robert Schmelzer 

 
 

 

Join Your Fellow 
Desert Stars Friends 

for a visit to 
Curves of Steel 

On May 12th a few Desert Stars 
members plan to visit the Curves of Steel 
exhibit at the Phoenix Art Museum (see 
column to left) and then have dinner at 
Durant’s. 

We are planning to meet at 3:00PM on 
Saturday, May 12th, at the exhibit.  
According to the museum there should 
be no need to pre-purchase your tickets.  
The exhibit is open until 5:00PM. 

We have a few opening at tables for 
one or two people at Durant’s for 
5:30PM, which we have already 
reserved.  Call us to see about their 
availability or call Durant’s at (602) 264 – 
5967 and book your own. 

There is no registration for this event; 
call me if you would like to join us or want 
more information at (480) 998-0194. 

Bob Yoder 
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Annual Business Meeting at FireRock CC 
Sunday, June 3rd 

Registration Form 
Contact Information: 

Name(s):      Section:   

Address:      Phone No.:   
  

City:      State/Prov.:      Zip:   

Phone No.:      
Day    Night

 

Email Address:   

Number Attending:   

Price:  $5500 per individual.  If you have any question, please call John Teichgraeber at (480) 837-3624 
 

  

Make your check payable to:  MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to: MBCA Desert Stars 
 c/o Dick Sharp 
 11371 E. Cochise Drive 
 Scottsdale, AZ  85259 

 
 
 

April Putting Event at Desert Highlands 
Eighteen members and guests enjoyed the beauty of the 

desert mixed with golf on Saturday, April 7th  at the Desert 
Highlands Country Club.  The big winner for the day was 
Don Burton, with two holes in one, and the best score of 
all.  Other great golfers that day, with holes in one, were 
Dan Pacella (guest of Wayne Burford), Marianne 
Hutchinson, and John Hutchinson.  We had two runner ups 
for first place, Jerry Fortier and Bill Richardson.  One of our 

members had a few “hole hoppers” where the ball goes in 
and out of the hole, but there was no prizes for this type of 
golfing extravaganza!  All of this fun was followed by an 
exceptional luncheon in the club house.  We hope that 
more people will be able to join us next year.  
Congratulations to all! 

Joan May 

 
The big winner, Don Burton 

 
After a long day on the links, it’s time for Lunch 
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Arizona MG Club to hold All British and European Car Show 
If you like to show your favorite M-B at Concours 
d’Elegance or car shows, there’s one coming up on 
Sunday, October 28th.  The Arizona MG Club has held this 
car show for the last 17 years. They plan to setup 
categories based on the makes and models registered. It is 
at the Pavilions in Scottsdale. Cars will be in place by 9:00 

AM.  Judging is by registrants.  The winners will be 
announced at approximately 12:00 p.m.  A portion of the 
registration is donated to Ronald McDonald House and is 
matched by the Arizona MG Club.  Contact: Dennis Kemp. 
Phone:  480-820-6562; Email:  dlk2626@cox.net; Website:  
www.azmgclub.org.   Good Luck. 

 

Wanted 
Parts for A 1971 280SE 3.5 Coupe – 111.026 

Contact: Dick Hewitt, Enfour Co. 
 140 La Vereda Rd., Santa Barbara CA 93108 

Phone: 805.969.2743 Email: dickhewitt@cox.net 

 

Don’t miss an issue of the Star or Stardust.  Keep your 
mailing address current with the MBCA National Business 
Office.  You can change your address online at 
http://mbca.org/mbca/addchange.htm or mail your address 

 change to:  MBCA 
1907 Lelaray Street 
Colorado Springs, CO 
80909 

We can’t accept address changes locally. 
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Annual Business Meeting to Vote on Bylaws Changes 
Proposed changes to the Desert Stars Section Bylaws will 

be presented to the attendees of the Annual Business 
Meeting for approval.  The proposed amended Bylaws 
were signed by more than five members in good standing 
at the April section board meeting and presented to the 
section Secretary, Brynn Burton as prescribed by Article VI 
of the Sections Bylaws. 

The proposed changes are intended to clarify the roles of 
the Board members, provide for more harmonious and 
efficient operations of the Board and to smooth the 
transition after elections. 

A complete version of the updated Bylaws can be found 
on the section website at http://www.desertstars.org.  From 
the homepage, select the Section Info button in the left 
margin.  Then select the Bylaws Chgs button in the left 
margin of the displayed page.  The presented Bylaws are 
shown with strike-throughs to show delete portions, with 
added portions in red.  To see the Bylaws as they exist 
today, select the Bylaws button. 

This article and the posted webpage described above 
constitute notification of the Desert Stars section 
membership for the action to be taken at the Business 
Meeting.  A majority vote of the attending members at the 
Annual Business Meeting will put the proposed changes 
into effect immediately following their acceptance.  They 
will not effect this year’s election. 

The following is a summary of the proposed changes.  
See the website for the exact wording of the changes. 

1. All voting members of the Board are restricted to a 
single vote, regardless of the number of offices 
they hold on the Board. 

2. The four officers’ terms are defined to be one year. 
3. The four officers are defined as voting members of 

the Board. 
4. The Directors’ terms are defined to be three years. 
5. The Directors are defined as voting members of 

the Board. 
6. The offices of Past President and Ex-offico are 

defined as non-voting members of the Board. 

7. The seating Vice-President is the chair of the 
nominating committee. 

8. Two slates will be compiled by the nominating 
committee: 

• One consisting of a single candidate for 
each of the offices of President, Vice 
President, Secretary and Treasurer.  
These candidates must be current seating 
board members. 

• One consisting of two to six candidates for 
the office of Director.  These candidates 
must not be current seating Directors. 

9. The notice of the meeting and the candidates 
slates will be made in the newsletter to be mailed 
no later than two weeks prior to the meeting.  A 
separate mailing may be made as an alternative 
with the same timing constraints. 

10. At the Annual Business Meeting the Vice President 
will preside over the elections and the Secretary 
will be responsible for recording the proceedings. 

11. The candidate slates will each be presented to the 
attending members of the Annual Business 
Meeting for a vote as a whole.  The membership 
may accept or reject the slates. 

12. Elections will be by acclamation of a majority of 
members present.  No written ballots are required. 

13. If a slate of candidates does not receive a majority 
vote or the nominating committee does not present 
a complete slate, the floor will be opened for 
nominations to complete or modify the candidate 
slate.  Restrictions on candidates will be removed. 

14. Nominations from the floor and votes of the 
membership present will continue until a 
successful slate is elected with a majority vote. 

15. Newly elected Officers and Directors will assume 
office upon adjournment of the Annual Business 
Meeting. 

Rick Stacio 

British/Euro Auto Tour Draws 27 Desert Stars 
For the fifth year, the Desert Stars made an appearance 

at the 10th Anniversary of this fantastic outing of British and 
European Marquees.  This year the Desert Stars had 15 of 
the approximately 150 vehicles that took part in the tour; 
giving the M-B a significant presence. 

The B.E.A.T. has grown from a few Jags and Triumphs 
into the largest multi-marquee event of its type in the 
Southwest.  It combines a thrilling drive through the back 
roads of Arizona from Phoenix to Flagstaff and back, with 
the breath-taking beauty and styling of the best that Great 
Britain and Europe have to offer in automotive excellence. 

The Desert Stars contributed to the collection with all 
varieties of Mercedes, from SLs to MLs, with everything in 
between.  Dick and Mindy Sharp brought their 1953 300S 
Coupe (pictured to the right, on Whiskey Row) and were 
awarded with the Most Desirable Automobile on the Tour 
Award.  Why not join the fun next year, April 19 – 20, 
2008? 

Rick Stacio 
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Our Spring Havasupai ’07, An Outstanding Success 
The weather was a perfect “Spring in the Desert” for 

Havasupai ’07 as 18 cars and a giant motor home toured 
Southern Arizona seeking answers to rallye clues and 
picture clues.  This year, participants came from Southern 
California, the Grand Canyon and as far away as Alaska to 
see the giant cactus in the Saguaro National Park and the 
grasslands surrounding the Santa Rita Mountains. 

The fun started Friday evening in Tucson at a social 
gathering outside the Doubletree Hotel in the Javelina 
Cantina.  Early the following day, rallyemasters Don and 
Brynn Burton started the rallye off from just outside the 
cantina.  From  there, drivers wound their way north 
through Tucson, crossed over into the Saguaro National 
Park and jogged south to the little town of Tubac. Here, we 
were all treated to a great lunch at the Nob Hill Gourmet 
Market & Fine Dining 

Following lunch, participants toured the Tumacacori 
Mission just outside of Tubac to see a little of Arizona’s 
history from as early as the 18th century.  From there, the 
route went farther south, nearing the border, before turning 
eastward and meandering through some of Arizona’s best 
wine country.  The rallye completed in Sierra Vista at the 
Windemere Hotel and Conference Center where everyone 
discussed the days events at another social gathering 

before adjourning to the ballroom for the banquet and 
awards ceremony.  

In the tightly contested rallye competition, first place went 
to John and Marianne Hutchison who received, among 
other prizes, the opportunity to be the rallyemasters for the 
next Havasupai, Havasupai ’07.2, planned for this coming 
October.  Dick and Mindy Sharp managed to achieve 
second place with Bob Yoder, Elaine Petrick and Ed Fisher 
coming in a close third.  Special recognition went to Fred 
Coleman of Escondido, California who completed the rallye 
solo and still achieved a respectable score.  Richard and 
Brenda Warneka also got special recognition for bringing 
what must surely be the largest vehicle to ever be driven in 
a Havasupai event.  Dog lovers were also able to meet 
their two poodles who joined them in their motor home. 

The next day, those who chose were able to tour either 
the Arizona Sonora Desert Museum or the Pima Air and 
Space Museum, both of which are located in the Tucson 
area, before returning home. 

A special thanks to those who came from Northern 
Arizona, Southern California and Alaska; and to all the 
participants who made this Havasupai a fun and wonderful 
event. 

Brynn Burton 

 

 

 
We gathered Friday Evening at the Javelina Cantina  An attitude adjustment period after the Rallye 

 

 

 
Elaine Petrick won the raffle prize, a M-B watch  John and Marianne Hutchison won first place in the rallye 
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USave These Dates: 

 Curves of Steel, Phoenix Art Museum Saturday, May 12, 2007 
 Annual Business Meeting at Firerock CC Sunday, June 3, 2007 
 The Mercedes Stienway Connection Sunday, October 14, 2007 

Joins Us for an Exquisite Luncheon at 
FireRock Country Club for Our Annual 

Business Meeting on June 3rd. 
See the front page. 

Visit our section website at 
HTUhttp://www.desertstars.orgUTH 

 

 
 

Keep your address updated with
the MBCA National  Business  Office  at

(800) 637-2360, or 
HTUhttp://mbca.org/mbca/addchange.htm UTH 

 

STARDUST Editor 
3344 W. Taro Lane 
Phoenix, AZ  85027-6157 
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