
 

Don’t Miss Out!! 
Havasupai ’05, October 14 P

th
P – 16 P

th

P

 
This year MBCA members from all over the southwest 

United States will converge on the Tonto National Forest 
for the 40P

th
P Havasupai Rallye.  Navigating the cactus-

studded deserts and pine-forested mountains, our group 
will trek the untrudged roads between Globe and Flagstaff 
Arizona.  Transverse Lake Roosevelt, stop in Payson for 
refreshment, climb the Mogollon Rim, and enjoy the 
beautiful scenes of Pine, Strawberry, Long Valley, Happy 
Jack, Mormon Lake and Lake Mary, before arriving in 
Flagstaff. 

The weekend of October 14P

th
P – 16P

th
P promises fun and 

camaraderie with your fellow Benzers.  From the kick-off 
mixer starting late Friday afternoon in Globe, to the tours 
of either the Lowell Observatory or the Museum of 
Northern Arizona, the weekend will be packed with 
exploits.  Rallyemasters Chuck and Ava Stanford have 
promised a Saturday morning rallye through Tonto

 National Forest that will be enjoyable for the novice rallyer 
and a challenge for the veterans.  After lunch in Payson, 
it’s a leisurely drive taking in the Coconino National Forest 
to our evening destination of Flagstaff, Arizona. 

Once in Flagstaff, we’ll gather at the President’s Suite of 
the Little America Hotel to unwind and discuss the day.  
Then we are chauffeured, to the Horseman’s Lodge and 
Restaurant for some southwest hospitality and our awards 
banquet. 

The weekend includes mixers on Friday and Saturday 
nights, hotel accommodation for both nights, breakfast on 
Saturday and Sunday mornings, lunch and dinner on 
Saturday, entry fees for Sunday’s tours, and the Rallye.  
All you need to bring is yourself, a navigator, and of 
course your Benz. 

The deadline to take advantage of the discounted 
Havasupai ’05 registration fee is quickly approaching.  We 
must commit to the hotels we are staying at, to take 
advantage of the discounts they offer by September 14P

th
P.  

That means we need to hear from you by the 13P

th
P, to offer 

you the $25P

00
P savings.  After that the rate returns to the full 

$450P

00
P price and reservations will only be accepted on a 

space available basis.  Why not join all the Desert Star 
and Southwest Region members who have already 
registered for this exciting and fun-filled weekend jaunt.  
Fill out the registration on page 4 or go to our website at 
HTUhttp://www.desertstars.orgUTH to register.  If you have any 
questions call Rick Stacio at (623) 582-6694 or email him 
at HTUpresident@desertstars.orgUTH. 

 

UHurricane Katrina Relief 
Please open your hearts and pocketbooks for our fellow Americans who have been devastated by Hurricane Katrina.  Your 

national and local MBCA boards will take up motions to make donations in the name of the club and section soon, but so 
much more is needed.  As you read this, the hurricane hopefully will not be consuming all the newscast time and newspaper 
headlines, but the need is still there.  As with most natural disasters, the least fortunate of us are hit the hardest.  The vast 
majority of our members have been blessed with prosperity in their lives; please remember those who are struggling just to 
survive. 
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President’s Message: 
I usually devote this column to local

section topics, but there is some very
important national club business on the
horizon.  You should have received your
MBCA national election material in the mail
by now.  If not, contact the club’s National
Business Office at 1-800-637-2360.  For the
first time in years, we have a crowded ballot 
for Directors-at-Large positions.  The four
positions are elected for two year terms.
Those elected along with the four elected in
last year’s election make up the pool from
which the national officers are elected. 

This year’s slate includes two very
qualified members of the Desert Stars
Section.  Chuck Stanford is a past president
of the section and was Regional Director of
the Southwest Region.  Chuck
Landenberger has been president of both
the Greater Washington and Hawaii
sections.   Both are currently Directors of
our section and contribute heavily to events
and other section activities.  They both have
the best interests of club and our section as
motive for their candidacies. 

Many of you asked for my voting
suggestions at our Annual Business
Meeting this past June.   After reviewing the
national election rules of the club, I find that
it is against these rules for me to do so.
The rules specifically prohibit the use of
local newsletters to voice an opinion about
or to endorse a candidate.  Although I 
vehemently disagree with these rules as an
officer and member I must conform to them 

But the rules don’t stifle my right to voice
my opinion of the rules themselves.  These
rules were enacted after a hotly contested
election held a few years ago.  There was a
lot of mudslinging and false allegations
made by both sides, but the rules were an ill
conceived knee-jerk reaction to the
problem. 

As is the case with poor leadership 
everywhere, the reaction, though it may 
have been well intended, was 
inappropriate to the situation.  Instead 
of going through the effort of developing 
sensible guidelines of what could be 
done to endorse a candidate or discuss 
his or her views, a blanket gag-order 
policy against all print was imposed.  
This has had the effect of stemming all 
discussion of what is right or wrong for 
the club during the elections. And who 
is for and against any issues that must 
remain undisclosed. 

Without dissent an organization 
quickly becomes stagnant.  How can 
the leadership know what the 
membership desires when it isn’t 
voiced?  To the candidates:  If you’re so 
thin-skinned that you can’t stand 
criticism, don’t run for office. 

Enough soap box, the Mercedes 
Benz Club of America, at the national 
level, is in trouble.  National 
membership has eroded drastically 
over the past decade.  The club is in a 
slump.  It needs strong new leadership.  
The status quo is not working. 

My point!  Go get that ballot you 
tossed on the desk and read the views 
of the candidate.  Ignore the boilerplate 
and clichés and look for candidates with 
new fresh yet sound ideas. Then VOTE 
immediately, don’t wait for the October 
15P

th
P deadline.  And don’t vote for more 

than four candidates. This will 
invalidate your ballot.  Only a few 
thousand members vote in national club 
election, so those who do vote really 
count. 

Vote, make a difference. 
 Rick Stacio, President 
 Desert Stars Section 
 

New Members 

UJuly 
Diane & Gary Lauterbach 

Gunther Bauerlein 
Joseph Rivkin 

David Mac Kenney 
Michele Massey  

UAugust 
James & Mary Lou Spacek 

Steve Rogers 
Larry Kirchner 

Marlene Pearce 
Mary Long 

Anneta & Marquez Pope 
Thomas Lanning 

Ronald Blair  
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In Remembrance

I am sorry to report that long-time member Don McGrath 
passed away July 25 while touring British Columbia with his 
wife Ann. 

Don originally joined MBCA’s Greater Washington Section 
in 1999 and then became active in the Desert Stars when he 
and Ann relocated to the Valley in 2002.  They were 
formidable competitors in driving events and rallyes and 
finished with a strong Second Place in their first Arizona 
outing at Havasupai’02 to Wickenburg and Prescott.  Don 
also enjoyed trading technical tidbits with the many friends he 
made in our Section and on the various M-B related technical 
websites and chat rooms. 

We saw Don and Ann at last May’s Memorial Day visit to 
the Grand Canyon’s North Rim and had a wonderful time 
hearing about their much anticipated motor-home excursion 
to the Calgary “Stampede” and on to British Columbia.  We 
enjoyed knowing Don and will miss the enthusiasm and broad 
smile he brought to every Desert Stars event. 

cps 
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Havasupai' 05 

Global to Flagstaff 

October 14 - 16, 2005 
Registration Form 

  
Name(s):   Section:    
  
Address:   
  
City:   State/Prov:   Zip:    
  
Contact Information: 

 Phone No.:   P

Day
P
 P

Night
P
 Email Address:    

  

Rallye Car Model:   Year:  
 

Awards Dinner Selection: (select number of entrees in each box) – 
  Mountain Trout:   Pesto Chicken:   12oz. NY Steak:   Pork/Beef BBQ Ribs:   
Number attending:   Price is $450PU

00
UP per couple, contact Rick Stacio (623) 582-6694 for any special pricing.  

Are you early registering (before Sept. 13, 2005)? Yes No If yes, subtract $25PU

00
UP from the price.  

If you have any question, or need additional information, please call Rick Stacio at (623) 582-6694. 
MBCA Desert Stars 
c/o Rick Stacio 
3344 West Taro Lane   

Make your check payable to:  Desert Stars; and mail to: 

Phoenix, AZ  85027-6157  

HIGH PERFORMANCE DRIVER’S ED 

SAT,  OCT 1, 2005

REGISTER NOW, DO IT TODAY 
Don’t miss an opportunity to learn valuable lessons 

about your driving ability, and the capabilities of your car, 
in a safe environment.  You will be coached by an 
experienced instructor, moving ahead at your own pace.  
To make sure you are counted as coming from the 
Mercedes-Benz Club, use the special MBCA registration 
form.  To get the MBCA form, call me 480-664-2680, 
email me HTUstaffordautoclub@cox.netUTH, or go to the Desert 
Stars website at HTUhttp://www.desertstars.orgUTH, and download 
the registration form.  Cost for this training is only $150 P

00
P
 

At the track, we will have a special tent area for MBCA 

members and their guests, with refreshments and parking 
for your car, and your guests  

After the on-track events are done for the day, PRO 
AUTOSPORTS provides beer and cocktails so everyone 
can wind down and socialize. Please plan to stay awhile 
and meet the track workers and the Pro Autosports people 
who work hard so you can have some fun. 

See you Saturday, October 1 P

st
P . 

UCALL, EMAIL OR GO TO THE UHTUDESERT STARSUTHU WEB 
FOR A REGISTRATION FORM 

by Ron Stafford
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Wine Tasting & Spelunking Weekend 
Our plans are 

complete for a 
weekend adventure 
of Wine Tasting and 
Spelunking in 
Southeast Arizona.  
Since we are 
traveling into 
Chaparral country, 
we have extended 
an invitation for the 
Tucson Section to 

join us.  Our fun filled weekend in Sonoita, Arizona is set 
for November 12 P

th
P & 13 P

th
P. 

Saturday we’ll spend at the 6P

th
P Annual St. Martin’s 

New Release Festival at the Sonoita Vineyards.  
Appellation Sonoita was the first commercial vineyards 
and winery in Arizona.  In addition to the wine tasting, 
there will be tours, live music and lunch. 

On Sunday morning we’ll tour the Big Room of the 
Kartchner Caverns.  We’ve been there twice before but 
never for the Big Room.  The Big Room is only opened for 
a limited time each the year so the resident bats can 
breed. 

Home base for the weekend will be the Sonoita Inn. 
Those of you who have made the trip to Sonoita with us 
before will remember this unique B&B.  We have a block 
of rooms reserved for us for both Friday and Saturday 
nights.  It’s up to you whether you stay at the B&B both 
nights, but the wine tasting starts at 10:00AM on Saturday 
morning and we leave the B&B at 8:00AM on Sunday for 
the Big Room Tour.  These rooms are reserved only until 
September 30P

th
P, (there’s another group that want to book 

the B&B) so don’t procrastinate. 
This is a pay as you go weekend.  We have only 

purchased the Big Room tour tickets in advance.  You’ll be 
responsible for your own expenses except for the Big 
Room tour and parking at Kartchner Caverns.  We only 
have 30 tickets for the Big Room.  So why not join your 
fellow Desert Stars and Chaparral members for our Wine 
Tasting and Spelunking Weekend.   

You’ll find a registration form for this weekend below, or 
visit our section’s website at HTUhttp://www.desertstars.orgUTH to 
register for this event and reserve your Big Room Tour 
tickets.  When you register, we will give you additional 
information to make your reservation at the Sonoita Inn.  
Remember the rooms are only reserved until September 
30P

th
P.  If you have any questions, call Rick Stacio at (623) 

582-6694. 

Wine Tasting and Spelunking Weekend 
November 12 -- 13, 2005 

Registration Form 
 

Name(s):    
  
Address:   
  
City:   State/Prov:   Zip:    
  
Contact Information: 

 Phone No.:   P

Day
P
 P

Night
P
 Email Address:    

Number attending:     Price is $23PU

00
UP per person for the Big Room Tour, only.  

If you have any question, please call Rick Stacio at (623) 582-6694. 
MBCA Desert Stars 
c/o Rick Stacio 
3344 West Taro Lane   

Make your check payable to:  Desert Stars; and mail to: 

Phoenix, AZ  85027-6157 
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Upcoming Events 

Besides the events covered in other articles in this 
issue, we have a full schedule of events in the planning 
stages.  Why not join your fellow Desert Stars members 
and enjoy one or more of these events. 

This isn’t a Desert Stars event, but for you guys that like 
to show off your Mercedes, there’s the All British and 
European Car Day.  This is sponsored by the Arizona MG 
Club and held at the Pavilions Center Mall at the 101 and 
Indian Bend Road.  It’s scheduled for 8:00AM to 2:00PM 
on Sunday, October 30, 2005.  Contact Rich or Karen 
Timian at (480) 899-3272 for more details. 

On Sunday, December 11, 2005 we return to the 
Paradise Valley Country Club for one of our favorite 
perennial events.  The Annual Holiday Party attracted 
over 80 members and guests last year.  This year we will 
be asking all members to bring a new child’s toy to donate 
to the Marine Corps Toys for Tots program.  We hope to 
have a Marine Corps representative as our guest to 
accept the donations. 

For a fresh idea, we are planning a family picnic and car 
show in January.  Tentatively we plan for a Car Show and 
BBQ to be held at the Phoenix Zoo/Papago Park.  This 
will be a fun family event and a chance to show off your 
Benz. 

Another new event this year will have us lunching at 
Desert Highlands Country Club and then gathering on the 

practice Putting Green for a fun Putting Tournament.  
Just another good reason to get together and have fun.  
This event is scheduled for Feb. 25, 2006. 

Another perennial favorite for our section is the MBCA 
Defensive Driving Clinic and Autocross put on by 
Frank and MaryAlice Cozza.  We are current shooting for 
the 1 P

st
P or 3P

rd
P Saturday in February, for this event. 

The British/European Auto Tour or B.E.A.T. is the 
weekend of April 22 – 23, 2006.  This is not a Desert Stars 
event; it is put on by Mike & Janice Goodwin.  It’s a fun 
weekend motoring trip on the back roads of Arizona 
between Phoenix and Flagstaff via Prescott and 
Cottonwood.  We’ll have more information about the 
B.E.A.T. as it approaches. 

It’s still early for Memorial Day Weekend plans, but 
Dick and Mindy Sharp are looking at a trip into the 
Southern California Wine Country.  We’ll let you know as 
plans firm up. 

Our Annual Business Meeting is usually scheduled for 
the first Sunday in June.  How can we beat the Phoenician 
as a venue?  Any ideas?  Let us know. 

It a busy schedule already and we haven’t finished.  
We’ll throw in some Technical Sessions and maybe visit 
some interesting places.  There something for everyone, 
so why not join your fellow Desert Stars members on one 
of these exciting events. 
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USave These Dates: 
 High Performance Driver’s Education Saturday, October 1, 2005 
 Havasupai ’05 Weekend of October 14 – 16, 2005 
 All British & European Car Day Sunday, October 30, 2005 
 Wine Tasting and the ‘Big Room’ Weekend of November 11 - 13, 2005 
 Holiday Party at Paradise Valley CC Sunday, December 11,2005 
 Family Picnic and Car Show January 2006 
 Putting Tournament at Desert Highlands Saturday, February 25, 2006 
 MBCA Defense Driving Clinic February 2006 
 British/European Auto Tour Weekend of April 22 - 23, 2006 
 Memorial Day Weekend Trip Weekend of May 26 - 29, 2006 
 Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegence Weekend in August 2007 

Don’t miss Havasupai ’05, 
and save $25P

00
P by 

registering by 
September 13P

th
P.  

Visit our section website at 
HTUhttp://www.desertstarts.orgUTH 

 

 

 

Keep your address updated with
the MBCA National  Business  Office  at

(800) 637-2360, or 
HTUhttp://mbca.org/mbca/addchange.htm UTH 

 

STARDUST Editor 
3344 W. Taro Lane 
Phoenix, AZ  85027-6157 
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