
 
 

 

Desert Stars To Visit Luke Air Force Base 

Desert Stars at Luke Air Force Base Last Year 

Ever wonder what goes on at Luke Air Force Base, out 
in the West part of the Valley?  Well, at the request of 
many Desert Stars Members who missed last year’s visit, 
and thanks to longtime Mercedes-Benz Club member, 
Wes Squires, we will have the opportunity to find out.  

Luke is the largest flight training base in the 
United States and the only one to provide 
Fighting Falcon F- 16 training.  Just about 
everyone who flies F-16s has received 
training at Luke. 

On Sunday, April 17th, we’ll have brunch 
at the Officers Club.  After everyone has 
had their fill, Wes will guide a tour of the 
post-WWII aircraft on display at the base.  
Wes’ comments and stories about these 
classic fighters bring you back to the time 
when they ruled the skies and provided air 
supremacy for the United States.  There 
will be plenty of photo opportunities with 
these vintage birds.  If old aircraft are not 

your thing, you’ll enjoy just socializing with your fellow 
Desert Stars members in the Officer’s Club Lounge. 

We’ll meet in the Officers Club parking lot at 10:45 AM.  
Please try to arrive on time and leave time to clear base 
security.  Wes will have a few words before entering the 
club.   Then we’ll  have  brunch  in  the  club at 11:00 AM. 

Continued on  Page 4 

British/Euro Auto Tour – 2005 
As Arizona dries out from this winter’s 

precipitation, you will be looking for an excuse to 
take that Benz of yours out for a run.  Your in 
luck because we have just the trip for you.  Join 
your fellow Desert Stars members and many 
other owners of British and European 
automobiles for the ninth annual British/Euro 
Auto Tour. 

Six Desert Star members joined 250 other 
participants in the event last year and it was a 
great time.  There were 115 registered vehicles, 
representing 17 different marques. 

Starting on Saturday April 23, 2005 in Phoenix 
at Dunlap and Interstate I-17, the tour travels 
north past Lake Pleasant stopping at 
Wickenburg for coffee and donuts by the 
Railroad Station.  Then it’s off again, through the 
Joshua Tree Forest, Kirkland and  Skull  Valley, 

See “B.E.A.T. 2005 on  Page 7 
BEAT Participants Parked on Whiskey Row in Prescott 
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Despite the rain we’ve had this 

winter, we managed to get a couple of 
events in.  The 3rd Annual Defensive 
Driving Clinic and Autocross brought 
out 30 Desert Stars’ members with 22 
diverse vehicles, everything from a 
Ford Contour to a BMW Z3.  Although 
the rains threatened all day, only a few 
drops fell and everyone had a great 
time.  The following day, many 
members again met at Passarelli 
Restorations’ Open House in Cave 
Creek.  Mark had some of his 
restoration work on display and offered 
some delicious food and drink.  Thanks 
Mark for inviting the club.  There’s 
more information and pictures of both 
these events elsewhere in this issue. 

Coming up soon are a couple of 
events that aren’t Desert Stars events 
but should be of interest to members.  
For those who like to show off their 
Benz, there’s the Concours in the 
Desert, April 2nd at Peoria Sports 
Complex.  For members who prefer to 
show off their Benz on the open road, 
there’s the British/Euro Auto Tour, April 
23rd – 24th.  I participated in this event 
with some other members last year 
and had a great time.  The route is 
through some of the most beautiful 
country in Arizona.  More details can 
be found in this issue for both events. 

As far as upcoming Desert Stars’ 
events, we have a few.  First we make 
a return visit to Luke Air Force Base.  
Many members missed last years’ visit, 
so we are going again.  Our annual 
Memorial Day weekend getaway this 
year is to the North Rim of the Grand 
Canyon.  This trip was previously filled 
up, but some additional 
accommodations have become 
available.  And our Annual Business 
Meeting wraps up the season.  To top 
last year’s venue, we are having this 
year’s meeting at The Phoenician 
Resort. If you haven’t had an 
opportunity to see this Five Diamond 
location, here’s your chance.  More 
information and registration for these 
Desert Star’s events are in this issue.  

Although we try to make the Annual 
Business Meeting a fun time, its 
primary purpose is the election of 
officers and directors for the club’s 
executive board.  If you’ve enjoyed an 
event or two this year, it’s probably due 
to their efforts.  They are a dedicated 
group and a joy to work with.  If you 
would like to get more involved with the 
club, why not join us?  The election 
committee is currently looking for 
candidates.  If you’re interested, give 
committee chairman, Bob Yoder, a call 
at (480) 998-0194, or email him at 
bob.yoder@desertstars.org. 

And finally just a reminder, to support 
the organizations that advertise in the 
Stardust.  They are supporting our 
club with their advertising dollars.  Tell 
them you saw their ad in the Stardust 
and that’s why you are doing business 
with them. 

Hope to see you at an event soon. 
Rick Stacio, President 

 Desert Stars Section 
 

The Stardust Newsletter is published 
by the MBCA Desert Stars Section bi-
monthly.  All rights reserved, except 
permission to reprint original articles is 
expressly granted to all MBCA Sections 
Send advertising inquiries to: 

• stardust@desertstars.org; 
• the address below the Stardust 

Masthead on the back page; 
• or call (623) 582-6694. 

Board of Directors 
Rick Stacio, President 

president@desertstars.org 
Chuck Stanford Jr., Vice President 

vicepresident@desertstars.org 
Richard Sharp, Treasurer 

treasurer@desertstars.org 
Elaine Petrick, Secretary 

secretary@desertstars.org 
Valerie Olmsted, Past President 

pastpresident@desertstars.org 
Wayne Burford, Director 

wayne.burford@desertstars.org 
Louis Horwin, Director 

louis.horwin@desertstars.org 
Ed Kasmar, Director 

ed.kasmar@desertstars.org 
Norm Nichol, Director 

norm.nichol@desertstars.org 
Janice Nichol, Director 

janice.nichol@desertstars.org 
Mindy Sharp, Director 

mindy.sharp@desertstars.org 
Ron Stafford, Director 

ron.stafford@desertstars.org 
Bob Yoder, Director 

bob.yoder@desertstars.org 
Board meetings are held on the third 
Wednesday of each month.  All members are 
welcome.  Check with a board member 
concerning place and time. 

 Web Site 
www.desertstars.org 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

New Members 

January  February 
Sun Park 
John Cork 

 Lisa Mundt 
Will Detlefsen 
Jarmo Kivinen 

Patricia Teaford 

Janice Wallitschek 
Larry & Virginia Abbott 
James & Laurie Mueller 
Llyra & Samualj Harmart 
Charlotte & Heinz Gappe 

Jo Anne & Thomas Gaylord 

Dan Baltz 
Dennis Wilson 
Gary Haubrich 
Steven Panzer 
David Johnson 

Ron & Jane Lemon 
Bogumil & Elizabeth Horchem William & Rita Neidig 

  Lawrence & Sally Ganek 
Edward & Magda Rogers 

 Rick Stacio, 
Newsletter Editor & Webmaster 
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British/Euro Auto Tour, April 23 - 24, 2005 
Registration Form 

Name(s):   

Address:   

City:     State:     Zip:   
Contact Information – 

Phone No.:            Day     Night 
and/or                                                                                                               (specify day and/or night) 

Email Addr.:    

# Attending:      Vehicle Make, Model and Year:   
Please Note:  This form is just to let us know you are planning to attend, or you can call me at (623) 582-6694. 

You still need to register with BEAT at their website http://www.beataz.com. 
Mail to:  MBCA, Deserts Stars 

  

 

℅ Rick Stacio 
3344 West Taro Lane 
Phoenix,  AZ  85027 

   
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Luke AFB Visit (cont’d) 
The cost is $20.00 per person for the brunch. 

Due to the heightened security after 9/11, base security 
has required that we provide them with the names and 
addresses of all visitors in our group by April 10th, so 
please be complete in filling out the registration form 
below, and assure that it is received by us not later than 
April 10th.  Also remember to have a photo ID for everyone 
entering the base.  If you have any questions, call Wes 
Squires at (623) 546-8536 or Rick Stacio at (623) 582-
6694. 

 

For Sale 

Light Tan Sheepskin Seat Covers for SL500 (R129). 
Contact Franc Horvath at (480) 655-8727 for more 

information. 
 
 
 

For Sale: 
 

1988 300 CE Coupe 
67,000 miles, desert sand exterior/beige 

interior, automatic, sunroof, all power, good tires and very 
good all around condition. 

$7,500 Call Dick Sharp @480-661-1325 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Luke Air Force Visit, April 17, 2005 
Registration Form 

Name(s):   

Address:   

City:     State:     Zip:   
Contact Information – 

Phone No.:            Day     Night 
and/or                                                                                                               (specify day and/or night) 

Email Addr.:    

# Attending:       Price is $2000 per person 
Please Note:  The full names and addresses of all persons attending must be provided. 

Use an additional sheet if necessary. 
Make checks payable to Desert Stars, and mail to: MBCA, Deserts Stars 

  

 

℅ Dick Sharp 
11371 East Cochise Drive 
Scottsdale, AZ  85259 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Annual Business Meeting 
at ‘The Phoenician’, June 5, 2005 

Registration Form 

Name(s):   

Address:   

City:     State:     Zip:   
Contact Information – 

Phone No.:        Day     Night 
and/or                                                                                                           (specify day and/or night) 

Email Addr.:    

# Attending:      The cost is $4500 per person. 
Mail this registration form to:   MBCA, Deserts Stars 

  

 

℅ Dick Sharp 
11371 East Cochise Drive 
Scottsdale, AZ  85259 
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Annual Business Meeting 
at ‘The Phoenician’ 

Our planning committee 
for the Annual Business 
Meeting has solved the 
dilemma of how to top last 
year’s meeting venue at the 
Wrigley Mansion.  They have 
arranged for our meeting this 
year to be at the Valley’s 
premier resort, “The 
Phoenician.” 

On Sunday June 5, 2005, 

the Phoenician’s Las Brisas Room and it’s adjacent patio 
will be the site of our meeting.  We’ll meet at 11:00AM for 
an Italian Lunch Buffet, followed by election of new 
officers and directors.  Then we’ll hold our regular brain-
storming session for ideas for next year’s schedule of 
events.  Here’s a chance to be sure your favorite event is 
part of next year’s schedule. 

Like last year, the club is subsidizing the per person 
cost of $4500, so we are restricting attendance to members 
and their associate or a guest. 

If you have any questions, or will not be able to attend 
but have an idea for an event for next year, call Elaine 
Petrick, (480) 998-0194; or Mindy Sharp, (480) 661-1325.  
Please fill-out and mail in the registration form on page 5, 
as soon as possible, so we can make appropriate plans.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Desert Stars EnjoyClassics 
 at Passarelli Restorations 

Mark Passarelli, Desert Stars member and restorer of 
classic Mercedes-Benz, opened his shop on Sunday, 
January 30th, to his fellow members and other guests.  On 
display was a collection of various models of 300SL 
gullwings, roadsters and other restored classics in various 
stages of restoration.  We all admired Mark’s work and 
enjoy his food and drink as the pictures below attest. 

Memorial Day Weekend to 
North Rim of Grand Canyon 

This year’s trip during the Memorial Day Weekend is to 
the North Rim of the Grand Canyon with Friday night’s 
lodging at the Cameron Trading Post.  Saturday’s and 
Sunday’s accommodations are in the cabins of the North 
Rim.  If you haven’t seen the Canyon from the north you 
haven’t seen the Canyon!  This trip had been previously 
sold out but some rooms have become available.  Call 
Dick and Mindy Sharp at (480) 661-1325 for more details. 

 

 
This 300SL Gullwing restoration is almost complete.  

 
This beautiful 600 belongs to Desert Stars member Manfred Pfeiffer. 

 

 

For Sale 
1992 Mercedes-Benz 300TE, $8,250 

165k miles, 3rd rear seat-seats 7, self leveling rear suspension, meticulously 
maintained, all maintenance records, all work done by Mercedes authorized 
mechanics, Thule roof ski/luggage rack.  All Mercedes E series luxury features, 
sunroof, speed control, auto temperature control., etc. 

Phone 480 460-8356 (home)  480 732-5790 (work) 
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British/Euro Auto Tour 2005 (cont’d) 
finally arriving in Prescott for lunch at Whiskey Row.   
Back on the road again, negotiating Mingus Mountain and 
the winding streets of Jerome, we’ll stop in Cottonwood’s 
Riverside Park for ice cream and pop.  Our final leg heads 
us to Sedona and then through one of the prettiest places 
in Arizona, Oak Creek Canyon, ending up for the evening 
at Little America in Flagstaff.  After check-in there’s a 
happy hour to relax and discuss the day’s adventures. 

On Sunday morning, a breakfast buffet is followed by 
the infamous raffle prize drawing.  Your registration 
includes 5 raffle tickets.  Last year there were over 75 
really neat prizes. 

For more information about the British/Euro Auto Tour 
go to http://www.beataz.com for a write-up & photos of last 
year’s tour and registration forms for this year’s event.  

The British/Euro Auto Tour is put on by Mike and Janice 
Goodwin.  They can be reached at koolkataz@qwest.net 
or (480) 759-9386. 

Although this isn’t a Desert Stars event, it’s a wonderful 
fun filled weekend and many Desert Stars members are 
already registered. So why not join us in showing off the 
Mercedes marque to all those Jaguars, BMWs, Volvos, 
Mini Coopers, Alfa Romeos, Austin Healy, Porsches and 
Triumphs.  If you are planning to participate in B.E.A.T. 
2005 let us know, so we can be looking for you.  Please 
email me at president@desertstars.org, call (480) 582-
6694 or fill out the form on page 3 and mail it in. 

 
See you on the road, 
Rick Stacio 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Annual Defensive Driving 
Clinic, a Great Success 

The 3rd Annual Desert Stars’ Defensive Driving Clinic 
and Autocross brought out members and their families 
despite overcast skies and the threat of rain.  Thirty 
participants benefited from the instructions of Frank & 
MaryAlice Cozza and Chuck Landenberger during the 
defensive driving portion of the event.  After lunch, the 
course was reconfigured for autocross and the fun really 
started.  They say, “A picture is worth a thousand words,” 
so here are some.  You’ll also find many more on the 
section website at http://www.desertstars.org. 

 
Bud Cloninger’s daughter, Jamie Lucken, negotiates the slalom. 

 

Rick Stacio digs in to clear the pylon… 

 
Instructor Chuck Landenberger takes a pass at the course. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Concours in the Desert at Peoria Sports Complex 
April 2nd, 9AM to 4 PM, Peoria Sport Complex is the 

date, time and location for this first car show to raise funds 
for the local council of the Girl Scouts of America.  If you 
want to just look, it’s free; but if you want to enter your 

Benz, it’s $3500.  The event will include 40 classes of cars, 
vendor exhibits, live entertainment, music and food.  For 
more information call (602) 253-6359. 
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Save these Dates 
Concours in the Desert April 2, 2005 

Luke Air Force Base Visit & Brunch April 17, 2005 

StarTech’05 (see January issue of the Stardust) April 22 - 24, 2005 

British/Euro Motor Tour April 23 - 24, 2005 

Memorial Day Weekend Trip to GC North Rim May 27 – 30, 2005 

National Parks Tour (see January issue of the Stardust) June 5 - 9, 2005 

Annual Business Meeting at “The Phoenician” June 5, 2005 

 
 
Why not join us on the 
British/Euro Auto Tour.  
Check out their website at 
www.beataz.com. 

 

   Check our web site…       
http://www.desertstars.org 

“Fun with your friends and your Benz” 

 

 Keep your address updated with 
the MBCA National  Business  Office  at 

(800) 637-2360, or 
http://mbca.org/mbca/addchange.htm. 

 

 

STARDUST Editor 
3344 W. Taro Lane 
Phoenix, AZ  85027-6157 
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