
 
 

 

DEFENSIVE DRIVING CLINIC 
SCHEDULED FOR 
JANUARY 29th 

Want to become a safer and more defensive driver?  
Want your teenager to learn how to avoid accidents and 
drive more confidently?  Want to learn the real capabilities 
of your Mercedes-Benz?  Then join us on Saturday, 
January 29th for the MBCA’s Defensive Driving and 
Accident Avoidance Education Course.  Frank and 
MaryAlice Cozza, MBCA National Driving Champions, 
have agreed to bring their event to us again this year. 

All MBCA members and immediate family are eligible 
and should take advantage of this rare opportunity to get 
in-car training on accident avoidance strategies, 
performing evasive maneuvers, and truly understanding 
the handling characteristics of their cars.  New and 
inexperienced drivers will especially benefit from this 
professional in-car instruction and hands-on closed course 
experience. 

Beginning at 8 am, we’ll meet at Scottsdale 
Community College.  Parking Lot F will be converted into 
a restricted and marked circuit, protected from other 
traffic.  After some basic introduction, each driver will 
receive personal in-car instruction on the handling 
characteristics of their car, how to drive around potential 
trouble and then safely recover control of their vehicle.  
Drivers will benefit most by bringing the vehicle they drive 
daily – Mercedes-Benz or otherwise. 

The cost is only $15 per driver and licensed drivers 
under 18 are free with a paying parent MBCA member.  
We’ll bring the refreshments, and a picnic lunch is only $8 
per person.  [Lunch must be ordered in advance.] 
Following lunch, we’ll reconfigure the cones to let 
participants practice some of the maneuvers they’ve 
learned in a motor-cross format.  The day should wrap up 
by about 3 pm. 

This is the third consecutive year we’ve held this event 
and it’s become a favorite.  Due to the limited availability 
of instructors and facilities only a limited number of 
participants can be accommodated.  Last year we were 
fully booked, so get your reservations in early.  You’ll find 
a registration form on page 3.  For more information 
contact the event coordinator Chuck Stanford at (480) 
585-0786, or email him at vicepresident@desertstars.org. 

MARK PASSARELLI’S OPEN 
HOUSE, JANUARY 30th 

Mark Passarelli has once again invited members to his 
open house on January 30th at 1:00 P.M. at his shop at 
41755 N. Old Stage Rd., Cave Creek, Arizona 85331.  
Mark restores 1950s to 1970s SLs, cabriolets, coupes & 
sedans to show condition.  If you are interested in seeing 
his shop and some beautifully restores Mercedes-Benz 
please submit the registration form on page 5, or call Dick 
or Mindy Sharp at (480) 661-1325. 
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Wow, our Holiday Party surpassed 

our wildest expectations.  Registrations 
started arriving as soon as the 
November Stardust was mailed, and 
didn’t stop until the December 2nd 
deadline.  Our event coordinators, 
Janice Nichol & Elaine Petrick, were 
scrambling around until the last minute, 
making sure we had a big enough 
room at the Paradise Valley Country 
Club and there were enough door 
prizes for everyone.  We ended up with 
81 member and guests, by far the 
largest attendance at a Desert Stars’ 
event in many years.  The brunch was 
superb, the camaraderie excellent and 
the door prize table overloaded.  
Congratulations to Elaine Petrick, 
Desert Stars’ Member of the Year, and 
to all the members who received 
Service Pins for their membership 
longevity. 

Twenty-six members joined us for 
our November event, a visit to Sheriff 
Joe’s Tent City followed by dinner at 
Matador’s Restaurant.  Again this was 
well beyond our original estimates of 
attendance.  I hope the enthusiasm for 
these past events continues.  It’s 
always satisfying to the members who 
coordinate these events when there’s a 
large turnout. 

Our next event is a perennial 
favorite, the Defensive Driver’s Clinic 
and Motor-Cross.  It has drawn large 
numbers for the past couple of years, 
and we are trying to get more 
instructors, so we don’t have to turn 
any members away.  Don’t be left out, 
get those registration forms in for this 
event.  If you have a new driver in the 
family, this is an excellent opportunity 
for them to get some exposure to road 
hazards without the real road dangers, 
and they’ll have fun doing it. 

The next day is Mark Passarelli’s 
Open House.  If you’re at all interested 
in restoration, this is a must see.  Mark 
is a master, especially when it comes 
to SLs.  If you went to the British 
European Car day at the Scottsdale 
Pavilions on October 4th, or saw the 
picture of that event in the last issue of 
the Stardust, you’ve seen his work. 

And finally, I’d like to invite all our 
members new and old to participant in 
one of events this coming year.  It’s 
one of the best benefits of your MBCA 
membership but few partake of it.  The 
refrain has always puzzled me.  Even 
with the great turnout we had at the 
Holiday Party that only represented 
about 10 percent of our section’s 
membership. .  Why not make it a New 
Year’s Resolution.  Try one of our auto 
events, or a social event or even a car 
show.  Make time to find out what 
interests you and get involved.  The 
Mercedes-Benz is not only the greatest 
automobile built and a great drive, it a 
culture.  Join in and discover new ways 
to enjoy your Benz. 

“Fun with your friends and Benz.” 

 Rick Stacio, President 
 Desert Stars Section

The Stardust Newsletter is published 
by the MBCA Desert Stars Section bi-
monthly.  All rights reserved, except 
permission to reprint original articles is 
expressly granted to all MBCA Sections 
Send advertising inquiries to: 

• stardust@desertstars.org; 
• the address below the Stardust 

Masthead on the back page; 
• or call (623) 582-6694. 

Board of Directors 
Rick Stacio, President 

president@desertstars.org 
Chuck Stanford, Vice President 

vicepresident@desertstars.org 
Richard Sharp, Treasurer 

treasurer@desertstars.org 
Elaine Petrick, Secretary 

secretary@desertstars.org 
Valerie Olmsted, Past President 

pastpresident@desertstars.org 
Wayne Burford, Director 

wayne.burford@desertstars.org 
Louis Horwin, Director 

louis.horwin@desertstars.org 
Ed Kasmar, Director 

ed.kasmar@desertstars.org 
Norm Nichol, Director 

norm.nichol@desertstars.org 
Janice Nichol, Director 

janice.nichol@desertstars.org 
Mindy Sharp, Director 

mindy.sharp@desertstars.org 
Ron Stafford, Director 

ron.stafford@desertstars.org 
Bob Yoder, Director 

bob.yoder@desertstars.org 
Board meetings are held on the third 
Wednesday of each month.  All members are 
welcome.  Check with a board member 
concerning place and time. 

 Web Site 
www.desertstars.org 

New Members 
Rick Stacio, 
Newsletter Editor & Webmaster 
 

November 
Charles Dam 
Ronald Long 
William Ligon 

Ed Evans 
Gerald & Claudia Rose 

Robert Jenkins 
Thomas Kotanchick 

Pete Ullstrup 

                December 
Barry Lewis 

Charles Pascu 
Jeffrey Singer 

Kathy & Jon Koester 
Troy Ringle 

Carla & Tom Poria 
Gary Waugh 
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Defensive Driving Clinic, January 29, 2005 
Registration Form 

Name(s):   

Address:   

City:     State/Prov.:     Zip:   
Contact Information – 

Phone No.:            Day     Night 
and/or                                                                                                               (specify day and/or night) 

Email Addr.:    

# Attending:       Price is $1500 per driver(under 18 free)     # Lunches:     Price is $800 per person 
Make checks payable to Desert Stars, and mail to: MBCA, Deserts Stars 

  

 

℅ Dick Sharp 
11371 East Cochise Drive 
Scottsdale, AZ  85259 
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HOLIDAY PARTY OVERWHELMING SUCCESS 
Over eighty Desert Star members and guests gathered 

on December 5th at the newly reconstructed Paradise 
Valley Country Club for our section’s annual Holiday 
Party.  The turnout was impressive with member traveling 
from all over the state.  We certainly enjoyed seeing old 
friends and greeting new members.  After a brief welcome 
from section president, Rick Stacio, we all feasted on a 
sumptuous brunch consisting of all the fixings from 
personally prepared omelets to perfectly prepared prime 
roast of beef. 

 
Desert Star Member of the Year Elaine Petrick receives Plaque from 

Section President Rick Stacio 

After all our culinary needs were satisfied, the meeting 
was called to order and the Member of the Year Award 
was presented.  This year’s recipient, Elaine Petrick, is our 
section secretary, was part of the Rallyemaster Team for 
this year’s Havasupai Rallye and is always helping out 
with most of our events.  Elaine was presented the 
Member of the Year Awards Plaque and the Loy Peterson 
Traveling Trophy by Rick Stacio. 

Chuck Stanford, then took over the microphone and 
awarded anniversary service pins to attending members.  
C.I. Balcer and John Hutchison each received twenty year 
pins.  Clarice Parker and Jim Munier both got pins for 
fifteen years.  Four members were recognized for attained 
ten years of longevity, Jerry Fortier, Jennifer Harper, 
Bunny Petersen and Rick Stacio.  And Rich Leamon and 
Norm Nichols accepted their five year pins. 

Door prizes were presented to all attendee, and Rich 
Leamon and Yvonne Lezar won the raffle prize of his and 
hers Mercedes Benz watches. 

We’d like to thank, John and Susan Olive for sponsoring 
us at this beautiful venue and to members Janice Nichol 
and Elaine Petrick for the many hours of planning and 
preparing for this event.  Thanks also to Schumacher 
Motors, M.B. Motors, Phoenix Motors, Mercedes Benz of 
Chandler and Piper Jaffray for there support and 
generosity with door and raffle prizes. 

Editor’s Note:  See more pictures of the Holiday Party 
elsewhere in this issue. You’ll find these pictures and 
others in high resolution color on the section’s website at 
http://www.desertstars.org.  

 

 
For Sale 

Sheepskin Seat Covers for SL500 (R129). 
Contact Franc Horvath at (480) 655-8727 for more 

information. 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Mark Passarelli Open House 
 January 30, 2005 
Registration Form 

Name(s):   

Address:   

City:     State/Prov.:     Zip:   
Contact Information – 

Phone No.:        Day     Night 
and/or                                                                                                           (specify day and/or night) 

Email Addr.:    

# Attending:   
Mail this registration form to:   MBCA, Deserts Stars 

  

 

℅ Dick Sharp 
11371 East Cochise Drive 
Scottsdale, AZ  85259 

  
 
 



January 2005 The Stardust© Page 6 of 8 

DESERT STARS VISIT TENT CITY 
On Saturday, November 13th, 35 club members toured 

the Estrella Jail and Sheriff Joe’s infamous "Tent City". 
Sergeant Jim Snider was our tour guide and started the 

tour by showing us weapons that the inmates had made in 
jail.  We were especially fortunate because the Special 
Response Team (Swat Team) was present.  They showed 
us their 'pepper ball' gun and other equipment and 
techniques used to breakup riots.  Sergeant Irby, SRT 
Commander, besides being an impressive physical 

specimen at 6'8" 280lb, was also very informative and 
congenial. 

A female inmate when she heard we were touring the 
facilities, volunteered the fact that she was in jail for 
stealing a Mercedes.  Of course we gave her an 
application form to join the club. 

Following the tour, we enjoyed lunch at the Matador 
Restaurant in downtown Phoenix and vowed never to find 
ourselves on the wrong side of the law. 

Submitted by Janice Nichol 

HOLIDAY PARTY PICTURES 
 

 
Desert Stars Members gather at Paradise Valley CC 

 
Over 80 members met for this year’s Holiday Brunch 

 
John and Marianne Hutchison receive their 20 year Pin 

 
As do, C.I. and Jean Balcer 

  
Want to reach a targeted audience of Mercedes Benz owner?  Why not advertise in the Stardust? 

We publish bimonthly with a circulation of over 400. 
See the upper right corner of page 2 for contact information. 
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LOOKING FOR SOMETHING TO DO THIS SPRING? 
Well the holiday season is over and winter in the valley 

has amounted to a few dreary and overcast days, so 
spring can’t be far away.  Don’t forget to include these 
Desert Star and other events in your plan. 
British/Euro Auto Tour 

For those looking for a fun auto event, check this out. 
The tour is a weekend affair starting in Phoenix on 
Saturday morning, April 23rd, at Dunlap and Interstate I-
17. The route goes through Wickenburg with a stop for 
coffee and donuts at the train station.  Then it’s on to 
Prescott with a stop for lunch at Whiskey Row.  The next 
stop is Cottonwood for ice cream and soda, after 
conquering the twists and turns of Jerome and Mingus 
Mountain.  Then finally it is on to Flagstaff via Sedona and 
Oak Creek Canyon.  Little America is the stopover spot 
with a happy hour that evening and a buffet breakfast in 
the morning.  This isn’t a Desert Stars event, but it’s a fun 
time.  Check their website at http://www.beataz.com/.  
Last year there was every possible British and European 
style auto you could imagine.  Participants came from as 
far as Kentucky and British Columbia and many came 
from California and New Mexico.  There were three cars 
from the Desert Stars last year and this year it looks like 
there’s already six.  So why not plan to join us in the fun. 
StarTech’05 

Well, nothing could be finer that to be in Carolina in the 
spring so join us for StarTech ‘05 in Raleigh/Cary, NC 
hosted by the Triangle Section April 22-24, 2005 for the 
first StarTech on the East Coast. 

StarTech is the Mercedes-Benz Club of America’s 
premiere attraction for Mercedes drivers interested in the 
operation, maintenance, repair and/or restoration of their 
vehicles.  StarTech satisfies those seeking just general 
knowledge about their vehicles as well as those with 
specific questions about specific models. 

The event features a vendor’s show and an opening 
reception on Friday, April 22.  Noted experts in their fields 
offer multiple concurrent presentations on Saturday.  
Lunch is included on Saturday and the day concludes with 
a banquet featuring a noted speaker. Visit our website: 
www.mbca.org/startech 

The headquarters will be The Embassy Suites Hotel 
(www.embassysuites.com) in Cary, NC just 35 miles off I-
95 on I-40.  It’s an easy drive for those anywhere along 
the east and convenient to RDU International Airport for 
those flying. 
Memorial Day Weekend Trip 

Our annual Memorial Day weekend trip, this year to the 
North Rim of the Grand Canyon, is already fully booked.  
You can either contact Dick and Mindy Sharp at (480) 
661-1325 and be put on a waiting list, or check out the Las 
Vegas sections National Parks Tour (see below). 
National Parks Tour 

The Las Vegas section hosts the Interregional Tour, 
June 5-9, 2005.  With a base camp of Kanab, Utah, known 
as ‘Utah’s little Hollywood’ for all the movies made there, 
visit the North Rim of the Grand Canyon, Zion and Bryce 
Canyon National Parks.  The entry fee of $465 per couple 
includes daily breakfast, lunch and dinner; an IMAX movie 
at Zion NP, live western entertainment and 
accommodations at the Holiday Inn Express in Kanab.  
Finer accommodations are available for an additional fee 
of $236 at the Victorian Charm Clarion Hotel.  Registration 
is limited to 50 cars.  If over-subscribed, an additional tour 
will be held the following weekend.  Obtain your park 
passes ahead of time.  Registration deadline is May 5, 
2005.  For an information packet and registration contact 
Wagonmaster:  Bob Cottam, 710 W. Chamberlain Dr., 
Kanab, UT  84741; Telephone (435) 644-3931. 

MORE HOLIDAY PARTY PICTURES 

 
Old and New members alike enjoyed the hospitality 

 
Jim and Ruth Munier receive their 15 year Service Pin 
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Save these Dates 
Defensive Driving Clinic & Motorcross January 29, 2005 

Mark Passarelli’s Open House January 30, 2005 

StarTech’05 April 22 - 24, 2005 

British/Euro Motor Tour April 23 - 24, 2005 

Memorial Day Weekend Trip to GC North Rim May 27 – 30, 2005 

National Parks Tour June 5 - 9, 2005 

Annual Business Meeting June 2005 

 
 
Don’t forget to checkout the 
British/Euro Auto Tour 
website at www.beataz.com. 

 

   Check our web site…       
http://www.desertstars.org 

“Fun with your friends and your Benz” 

 

 Keep your address updated with
the  MBCA  Nation  Business  Office  at

(800) 637-2360, or 
http://mbca.org/mbca/addchange.htm.

 

 

STARDUST Editor 
3344 W. Taro Lane 
Phoenix, AZ  85027-6157 
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