
 
 

Havasupai’04 
October 1 – 3, 2004 

Going, Going, Gone!!!  That refers to our block 
rooms at the Copper Queen Hotel for Saturday, 
October 2.   But, on a positive note, the Clarion 
Hotel, Tucson Airport (800.526.0550) will hold rooms 
at the negotiated rate for us until September 18th. 

However, we still have room in the Rallye if you 
would like to participate, which includes all of the 
activities such as the Friday night Happy Hour, 
Saturday Lunch, the Banquet, and of course, the fun 
and knowledge that you will gain about Southern 
Arizona when you complete the Rallye course, and 
compete for the prizes.  Additional registrations will 
be accepted through Friday, September 17th, at 
which time they will be closed, so that we have 
adequate time to prepare the Rallye kits for each 
participating team. 

Regarding rooms in Bisbee, for any registrations 
through September 17th, you can give the Copper 
Queen a call at 520.432.2216 to see if they happen 
to have a room available, but the special rates that 
we negotiated are no longer applicable.  If they 
happen to be sold out, we will provide assistance in 
finding a room at one of the B & B’s in town for you. 

The Rallye clue sheet and its companion set of 
pictures is near completion, and will be checked out 
in mid September to make sure that all of the clues 
are still in the places that are referenced.  Further 
information along with a map to the Clarion Hotel 

near the Tucson Airport will be mailed to each team 
on September 18th.  The confirmation package will 
also include a listing of several “tools” to bring along 
that will assist in your interpretation of the clue set as 
well as possibly some “tie breaking” clues along the 
way between your point of origination and Tucson. 

If you haven’t already signed up, please consider 
it, fill out the registration sheet on page 5 of this 
issue of the Stardust, and expedite it to the 
Rallyemasters along with your check for $230 per 
couple or $130 for a single.  Or you can FAX it to 
480.473.0843 or register on-line at our section 
website at http://www.desertstars.org.  Then send 
your payment in a separate envelope.  And don’t 
hesitate to call one of the Rallyemasters listed on the 
Registration Form if you have any questions. 

It will be a great weekend, the weather should be 
much better than Phoenix, the traffic will be a breeze 
compared to Southern California and it will give you 
a chance to renew old friendships and meet new 
members from the Desert Stars Chapter as well as 
several Chapters from Southern California. 

Your Rallyemasters 
John Hutchison 
Marianne Hutchison 
Elaine Petrick 
Bob Yoder 

Training Rallye Scheduled Prior to Havasupai 
October’s Havasupai’04 is just around the corner 

and you need to get signed up.  But wait!  That’s a 
RALLYE.   Only for those young motorheads, right?  
A high-speed, tire-screeching, car race for those 
guys with gasoline in their veins, right?   Not at all, 
folks.  How about an adventurous, scenic, 

educational and satisfying chance to enjoy your 
favorite Mercedes-Benz and fellow enthusiasts?  
YOU BET!  If you’re apprehensive about the rallye 
part of the program, then join us for the Desert Stars’ 
rallye school on Saturday, September 18th. 

See ‘September Event’ on Page 3 
 



September 2004 The Stardust© Page 2 of 8 
 

President’s Message: 
September 2004 Volume 40 Number 5 
©    2004    MBCA   Desert   Stars   Section 

Summer is 
wrapping up 
and we are 
about to 
start a new 
season of 

events and activities.  Depending 
on the promptness of the printers 
and the swiftness of the USPS, you 
should receive this issue of the 
Stardust before our first event.  It’s 
been a long hot summer here in 
the Valley and we are all waiting 
for the cooling trend to set in.  Well, 
I can’t promise you cool 
temperatures but I can promise 
you fun and adventure with our first 
two events of the year. 

We start off, on September 18th, 
with a training rallye to get 
everyone in shape for Havasupai.  
This is especially for those of you 
who have just joined us during our 
summer recess.  You’ll meet many 
of your fellow members and learn 
many hints about road rallying.  It’s 
a no pressure event, filled with fun.  
See the bottom of the front page of 
this issue of the Stardust and page 
3 for more information or call Chuck 
Stanford at (480) 585-0786. 

Once you’ve completed your 
training, you’re ready for 
Havasupai’04.  This is our premier 
rallye of the season.  This year we 
travel between Tucson and Bisbee 
Arizona during the weekend of 
October 1st -3rd.  See the front page 
for more details. 

Occasionally, we are contacted 
by advertising people looking for 
Mercedes with which to photograph 
their products (we do have 
beautifully vehicles).  There’s 
usually some promotional gift or 
cash in return for the use of your 
vehicle.  This past week, an 
advertising outfit for Dunlop Tires 
called me.  They were having a 
photo shoot in Phoenix near the 
end of September and were looking 
for a light color ML class to show off 
their tires.  They already had a 
BMW X5.  Their schedule was tight 
since they had to order the right 
size tires after finding the right ML.  
Unfortunately, our time ran out. 

One thing I did find out though 
was that our membership 
information is grossly out of date, 
especially the telephone numbers, 
email addresses and Mercedes 
models owned by members.  If 
you’re interested in having your MB 
immortalize in an advertisement or 
commercial, kept your membership 
information updated with the 
MBCA’s National Business Office, 
so we can get in touch with you 
quickly.  Update it every time you 
renew your membership or even 
better call them at (800) 637-2360 
when some of it changes. 

See you at an event soon. 

 Rick Stacio 
 President 
 Desert Stars Section 

The Stardust Newsletter is published 
by the MBCA Desert Stars Section bi-
monthly.  All rights reserved, except 
permission to reprint original articles is 
expressly granted to all MBCA Sections 

Send advertising inquiries to: 
• stardust@desertstars.org; 
• the address below the Stardust 

Masthead on the back; 
• or call (623) 582-6694. 

Board of Directors 
Rick Stacio, President 

president@desertstars.org 
Chuck Stanford, Vice President 

vicepresident@desertstars.org 
Richard Sharp, Treasurer 

treasurer@desertstars.org 
Elaine Petrick, Secretary 

secretary@desertstars.org 
Valerie Olmsted, Past President 

pastpresident@desertstars.org 
Wayne Burford, Director 

wayne.burford@desertstars.org 
Louis Horwin, Director 

louis.horwin@desertstars.org 
Ed Kasmar, Director 

ed.kasmar@desertstars.org 
Norm Nichol, Director 

norm.nichol@desertstars.org 
Janice Nichol, Director 

janice.nichol@desertstars.org 
Mindy Sharp, Director 

mindy.sharp@desertstars.org 
Ron Stafford, Director 

ron.stafford@desertstars.org 
Bob Yoder, Director 

bob.yoder@desertstars.org 
Board meetings are held on the third 
Wednesday of each month.  All members are 
welcome.  Check with a board member 
concerning place and time. 

New Members Web Site 
 

July 
David Grpmsky 

Melissa Mannschreck 
Bob Rentfro 
Marvin Blank 

Rocky Williams 
Ann Bowles 

Brian Imdieke 
Robert Wright 
William & Rita 

Schairer 

 
David & Susie 
Vandervoort 
Lee Cranmer 

 
June 

Joe & Karen Guida 
Steve Hammond 

 

 
Jason & Heather 

Sneed 
John & Iren Ackalitis 

Luc Degroof 
Raymond & Paula 

Valle 
Glenn Castillo 

David & Carla Ratner 
Dorian Dimarco 
Dave & Barbara 

Peterson

www.desertstars.org 
Rick Stacio, 
Newsletter Editor & Webmaster 
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September Event to Reveal Rallye Secrets 
Rallye Seminar to Show New and Old Stars the Tricks of the Road 

Inquisitive and adventurous members are in for a 
treat this month as the Desert Stars kick off the new 
season with a MemberFest guaranteed to be fun for 
new and old alike. 

Winners of Havasupai Rallyes in 1991, 1995, 2000 
and 2001 as well as the Columbia River Rallye at 
StarFest’96, Chuck and Ava Stanford have agreed 
to show us all the secrets of putting on and running a 
successful contest.  Well, maybe not all…  after all 
they may need to keep a few tricks from this 
competitive crowd.  The Stanfords have put together 
a short and simple “fun-run” rallye school to help 
even the most neophyte rallye rookies.  Come and 
enjoy a casual Saturday drive through the remaining 
lush desert of Scottsdale. Seasoned competitors will 
also benefit from Chuck and Ava’s tips of the trade. 

Our seminar will begin with a send off into 
Scottsdale’s old west, meander through the high 
Sonoran desert and end with a casual dinner at a 
surprise location.  Along the way you can experience 
a revealing view of how fun and easy it is to put on 
and participate in a rallye.  No tricks.  No getting lost.  
This is one everyone will enjoy. And dinner will 
include a talk by our rallyemeisters sharing some of 
what they’ve learned over the years for Drivers and 
Navigators alike. 

Plan to meet at Danny’s Pinnacle Peak General 
Store, located near the southwest corner of Pinnacle 
Peak Road and Pima Road in North Scottsdale.  
This is a real old-time General Store that’s been here 
since long before any of the recent land boom of the 
North Scottsdale area.  Long-time settlers claim that 
early tourists in their covered wagons (or maybe 
early Benzes) met here to swap Indian jewelry and 
radiator caps before heading off into the desert.  
Some of their wares are still here in the General 
Store and available for sale.  Come early to enjoy the 
vast selection of antiques and collectable western 
stuff.  Even some neat automobilia.  We’ll depart 
from the west end of the parking lot, clues in hand, 
beginning at 3:00 pm sharp! 

After a brief drive through the highways and 
byways of North Scottsdale and Carefree, we’ll meet 
for a delicious dinner and share tales of rallye 
success.  They’ll be no need to lynch the 
rallyemasters as they’ll be needed to share the 
answers and the key to higher scores and fewer 
wrong turns.  We promise it’ll be an early evening. 

So round up your favorite navigator, bring along 
your good humor, clipboard, and hi-liter (there’s your 
first clue….) and join us for what promises to be a 
delightful Saturday afternoon.  Get your reservations 
in soon – Space may be limited.  See you there! 

Training Rallye, September 18, 2004 
Registration Form 

  
Name(s):    
  
Address:   
  
City:   State/Prov:   Zip:    
  
Contact Information: 
  Phone No.:   Day Night 
           and/or (specify day and/or night) 
  Email Address:    
  
Number attending:   Price is $2100 per person for dinner and $500 per car.  
   
Rallye Car Model:   Year:  

MBCA Desert Stars 
c/o Chuck Stanford Jr 
11405 East De La O Road   

Make your check payable to:  Desert Stars; and mail to: 

Scottsdale, AZ  85255-5709 
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Southwest Events 
If your in the area, Orange 

County is hosting a Defensive 
Driving Event on October 17th.  
Frank and Mary Alice Cozza, 
National Events Chairmen, will be 
here from Ohio to conduct the 
event.  This is an event designed 
to test your driving skills, how to 
react in a sudden emergency 
situation and other driving 
situations.  You are encouraged to 
bring your daily driver (even if it 
isn’t your Mercedes-Benz).  Your 
licensed teenager over 16 years of 
age will be welcome, too.  He/she 
must drive their regular vehicle.  
Upon completion of your driving 
the event, you will be given a 
certificate of completion which 
some insurance companies will 
honor to allow a discount on your 
insurance premium.  Arrangements 
have been made to have a food 
booth set up for food and 
beverages on the grounds  The 
cost is $2500 per person. 

For more information, contact 
Judy Abrams at (714) 680-5840 or 
by email at judyabr@prodigy.net. 

If you can’t make it, Frank and 
Mary Alice will be here in Phoenix 
in February for the Desert Stars 
Defensive Driving Clinic.  Watch for 
more information in the Stardust 
and on our website at 
http://www.desertstarts.org. 

Arizona MG Club to hold All British and European Car Show
One of the things lacking in our schedule over the 

past few years has been Concours de Elegance or 
car shows.  There’s a lot of work putting on one of 
these events and we haven’t had anyone willing to 
shoulder the load, even thought many members 
have shown an interest in participating. 

The Arizona MG Club has held an all British car 
show for the last 14 years, and this year is opening it 

up to all European marques.  Their plans are to 
setup categories based in the makes and models 
registered.  So if you’ve been dying to showoff your 
special Mercedes, there’s a registration form on 
page 6 of this issue of the Stardust.  You’ll also find 
contact information and a website address if you 
have more questions.  Good Luck. 

Want to reach a targeted audience of Mercedes Benz owner?  Why not advertise in the Stardust? 
We publish bimonthly with a circulation of about 400. 

See the upper right corner of page 2 for contact information.  
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Havasupai'04 

Tucson to Bisbee 

October 1 - 3, 2004 
Registration Form 

  
Name(s):   Section:    
  
Address:   
  
City:   State/Prov:   Zip:    
  
Contact Information: 
  Phone No.:   Day Night 
           and/or (specify day and/or night) 
  Email Address:    
  
Number attending:   Price is $23000 per couple, contact your Rallyemasters for any special pricing.  
   
Rallye Car Model:   Year:  

Registration Fee includes the following:  Friday night refreshments after the Tucson hotel-provided “happy hour”, Tucson hotel tips for “happy hour” 
and breakfast, entrance fees for attractions that are part of the rallye, Saturday lunch, Bisbee parking fee, Saturday night refreshments, hors d’oeuvres 
and dinner, Sunday morning breakfast and tip, and the Sunday morning Mine tour.  You will be responsible only for your Friday and Saturday night 
Hotel rooms. 
  
Saturday Lunch Selection: (select number of lunches in each box) – 
  Sandwich Platter:  Chicken Caesar Salad:  Mexican Platter:  
  
Awards Dinner Selection: (select number of entrees in each box) – 
  Chicken:  NY Strip Steak:   Poached Salmon:  
  

Will you be joining us for the tour of the Pima Air Museum?  (Enter number for Museum)   
If so, include $9.75 each.  If we have enough participation for the discount rate, we will refund the $1.00 per ticket discount.  

Are you early registering (before Aug. 15, 2004)? Yes No If yes, subtract $3000 from the price.  
If you have any question, or need additional information, such as special pricing, please call John and Marianne Hutchison 

at (480) 473-4887, or Bob Yoder and Elaine Petrick at (480) 998-0194. 
MBCA Desert Stars 
c/o John Hutchison 
9726 East Cavalry Drive   

Make your check payable to:  Desert Stars; and mail to: 

Scottsdale, AZ  85262 
 

Don’t miss an issue of the Star or Stardust.  
Keep your mailing address current with the 
MBCA National Business Office.  You can 
change your address online at 
http://mbca.org/mbca/addchange.htm or 

 
mail your address change to: 
 MBCA 
 1907 Lelaray Street 
 Colorado Springs, CO  80909 
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Tent City Jail Visit 
One of Arizona’s most famous resorts is opening 

it’s doors to the Desert Stars this coming November.  
You’ve all hear about the Bologna Sandwiches and 
the Pink Underwear, well now you can see it for 
yourself as the Toughest Sheriff in America opens 
the Tent City doors to the Desert Stars.  Norm 
Nichol, a Desert Stars member and member of the 
Sheriff’s Posse has made arrangements for our visit 
on Saturday, November 6th.  We’ll meet at the main 
entrance to the Estrella Jail facility at 2939 W. 
Durango, in the parking lot, at 12:45 P.M.  We must 
enter as a group, so don’t be late.  The tour starts at 
1:00 P.M. and lasts about two hours.  We’ll tour both 
the hardcore facilities and “Tent City”. 

We won’t have to partake of any of Sheriff Joe 
Arpaio’s cuisine.  After the tour arrangements have 

been made to dine at Matadors Restaurant, 125 W. 
Adams St., in downtown Phoenix at 3:30 P.M.  The 
Matadors offers free validated parking in the parking 
lot above the restaurant.  You’ll have your choice of 
entrées consisting of a top sirloin steak, a grilled 
chicken breast or a 3 item combination Mexican 
plate.  For each Mexican combination plate, you 
must choose 3 items from a choice of 5 items.  Make 
sure your choices are clear on the registration form. 

So join us for our visit of Sheriff Joe’s Tent City and 
then dinner at Matadors on November 6th.  The cost 
is $2500 per person.  Just fill in the registration form 
below and mail it with your check to our Treasurer, 
Dick Sharp.  If you have any questions or need 
additional information, call Norm Nichol at (480) 396-
4491. 

Tent City Jail Visit 

November 6, 2004 

Name(s):    
  
Address:   
  
City:   State   Zip:    
 Contact Information: 
  Phone No.:   Day Night 
           and/or (specify day and/or night) 
  Email Address:    
  
Number attending:   Price is $2500 per person.  
  
Dinner Selection: (select number of entrees in each box) – 
  Mexican Combo Plate:  Top Sirloin Steak:   Grilled Chicken Breast:   
The Mexican Combo Plate consist of a choice of any three items from the following five: (you may duplicate items) 

• Beef Taco 
• Chicken Taco 
• Cheese Enchilada 
• Beef Enchilada 
• Chicken Enchilada 

 

If you choose the Mexican Plate, please list the three choices for each Plate below: 

Plate #1: ______________________________________________________________ 

Plate #2: ______________________________________________________________ 

Plate #3: ______________________________________________________________ 

Plate #4: ______________________________________________________________ 
  

If you have any question, or need additional information, please call Norm Nichol at (480) 396-4491. 
MBCA Desert Stars 
c/o Dick Sharp 
11371 E Cochise Drive   

Make your check payable to:  Desert Stars; and mail to: 

Scottsdale, AZ   85259 
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Save these Dates 
Training Rallye September 18, 2004 

Havasupai’04 -- Tucson to Bisbee October 1 – 3, 2004 

All British and European Car Show October 24, 2004 

Tent City Tour November 6, 2004 

Holiday Party at Paradise Valley Country Club December 5, 2004 

Defensive Driving Clinic & Motorcross February 2005 

British/Euro Motor Tour April 23-24, 2005 

Annual Business Meeting June 2005 

 
 
See you at Havasupai’04. 
 

 

   Check our web site…       
http://www.desertstars.org 

“Fun with your friends and your Benz” 

 

 Keep your address updated with
the  MBCA  Nation  Business  Office  at

(800) 637-2360, or 
http://mbca.org/mbca/addchange.htm.

 

 

STARDUST Editor 
3344 W. Taro Lane 
Phoenix, AZ  85027-6157 
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