
 
 

ANNUAL MEETING - SUNDAY, JUNE 6 AT WRIGLEY MANSION 

 
Fill out your reservation forms and mark your 

calendars for our GRAND ANNUAL MEETING.  This 
year will be one of the best, with our venue being the 
Wrigley Mansion.  Our club is subsidizing part of the 
cost for each attendee so it will be a bargain as well 
as a delightful experience.  Cost per person is 
$35.00.  We ask that only members and their spouse 
or one guest be included. 

Our entrees are all substantial (read “no cooking 
that night”) and in addition to our brainstorming for 
next year’s events and the election of this coming

 year’s officers and new directors, we will be treated 
to a tour of this wonderful historic mansion.  The tour 
will be optional so mark your reservations form 
accordingly so we can plan for the number of 
docents required. 

We will meet at the mansion at noon for cocktails 
(cash bar).  Dinner will be served around 12:30 PM, 
with the business meeting commencing at 1:00 PM 
while dessert is served.  The tour of the Mansion 
should start around 2:30 PM.  Space is limited, so 
please mail in your reservations as soon as possible.  
We are looking forward to a lively, creative planning 
session. 

If you are unable to attend, but would like us to 
consider including some special events for our club 
for next year, please feel free to call and discuss it.  
We welcome your input.  Questions?  Please contact 
Elaine Petrick, (480) 998-0194; or Mindy Sharp, 
(480) 661-1325.  You’ll find the registration form 
inside this issue on page 7. 

 

Slate of Officer Candidates 

President Rick Stacio 
Vice President Chuck Stanford 

Treasurer Dick Sharp 
Secretary Elaine Petrick 

 

Havasupai’04 Registrations Being Taken  
Its time to firm up your plans to participate in 

Havasupai ’04.  Set aside time in your calendar for 
an extra long weekend in early October, complete 
the registration form, and let the team know of your 
meal preferences for this premier event of the Fall.  
On Friday evening, October 1, 2004, we will gather 
at the Clarion Hotel, Tucson Airport between 5 - 7:00 
pm for refreshments and snacks in the restaurant/bar 
just off the lobby, and meet new members and renew 
old acquaintances.  Afterward, you can choose to eat 

in the hotel restaurant, go out to a local 
establishment for dinner, or adjourn to a room set 
aside for the Club. 

If you have the time to arrive in Tucson earlier 
in the day, there are a number of attractions in the 
area to visit: the Pima Air & Space Museum, Old 
Tucson Studios, the Arizona-Sonora Desert 
Museum, Sabino Canyon, the Titan Missile Museum,  

continued on Page 5 
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President’s Message: May 2004 Volume 40 Number 3 
©    2004    MBCA   Desert   Stars   Section 

Once again the end of our 
membership year nears the end, as 
we prepare for our annual 
membership meeting.  Those of 
you who have previously attended 
our annual meeting are no doubt 
aware that this is the time to bring 
suggestions for new events to be 
considered.  This meeting is also 
the time to vote for a new slate of 
officers and board members.  
Please come, and participate in this 
important meeting. 

I will be stepping down from the 
President's position, and handing 
the reins over to the most capable 
people, known as your board 
members, that I have ever been 
blessed to consume pizza with.  As 

 
I may have mentioned before, it's a 
tough job, but someone's gotta do it 
(eat good pizza)! If you would like 
to be considered for one of the 
open positions, please contact Rick 
Stacio ASAP with your details.  

Our Annual Meeting is the place 
to spice up the year's events with 
new suggestions. If you would like 
to offer your suggestions, we would 
welcome them. Please come with 
ideas for new venues, car clinics, 
and sites to visit...whatever could 
be fun for this great group of bon 
vivants that our membership 
includes. 

Your board members work hard 
at finding interesting events, but 
always welcome more help. We 
would love to include you in all 
stages, and would welcome any 
help offered. Come on out and join 
us at your Annual Membership 
meeting! 

Dr. Valerie Olmsted 
President 
Desert Stars Section 

The Stardust Newsletter is published 
by the MBCA Desert Stars Section bi-
monthly.  All rights reserved, except 
permission to reprint original articles is 
expressly granted to all MBCA Sections. 

Send advertising inquiries to: 
• stardust@desertstars.org; 
• the address below the Stardust 

Masthead on the backpage; 
• or call (623) 582-6694. 

Board of Directors 
Valerie Olmsted, President 

president@desertstars.org 
Chuck Stanford, Vice President 

vicepresident@desertstars.org 
Richard Sharp, Treasurer 

treasurer@desertstars.org 
Elaine Petrick, Secretary 

secretary@desertstars.org 
Ed Kasmar, Director 

ed.kasmar@desertstars.org 
Norm Nichol, Director 

norm.nichol@desertstars.org 
Janice Nichol, Director 

janice.nichol@desertstars.org 
Mindy Sharp, Director 

mindy.sharp@desertstars.org 
Ron Stafford, Director 

ron.stafford@desertstars.org 
Rick Stacio, Director 

rick.stacio@desertstars.org 
Bob Yoder, Director 

bob.yoder@desertstars.org 

Board meetings are held on the third 
Wednesday of each month.  All members are 
welcome.  Check with a board member 
concerning place and time. 

New Members 
Web Site 

March 
Rod Beal 

Steve & Carrie Thompson 
Ted Morehead 

Vernon Gallagher Jr. 
Bill Gildersleeve 
Henry Grosjean 

Nicholas & Dana Kresojevich 
Roger Helms 

Elaine & Dan Goodman 
Matt Simmons 

 

 
April 

Robert Walters 
Jim Wolfinger 

Marc Mc Garvey 

www.desertstars.org 
Rick Stacio, 
Newsletter Editor & Webmaster 

Highlights Inside: 

Annual Meeting ..........................1 
Havasupai’04 Information...........1 
President’s Message ..................2 
New Members ............................2 
British Euro Auto Tour ................3 
Havasupai’04 Registration .........4 
Luke Air Force Base Visit ...........6 
Durango/Silverton Trip ...............7 
Save these Dates .......................8 
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This past April 
17th-18th weekend, 
Desert Star 
members, Jerry 
Fortier & Sandra 
Allen, Ed & Joyce 
Kasmar and Rick & 
Jo Stacio 
participated in the 
2004 British -- 
Euro Auto Tour.  
This was the 
eighth B.E.A.T. 
event and the first 
for the Desert Star 
participants. 

Final registration 
was an early 6:00 AM on Saturday morning, but 
things were well organized and we were on the road 
only a few minutes after 6:30 AM with our three 
Benz’s and 112 other participants.  The weather was 
ideal.  We had the top down and we needed the 
jackets we were wearing as we heading north to 
Wickenburg surrounded by Triumphs, BMW’s, 
Jaguars, Volvo’s, Mini Coopers, Alfa Romeos, Austin 
Healy’s, Porsches, Jensens, Lotus’s, and MG’s.  An 
occasional, Ferrari or Maserati passed us as we 
enjoyed the deserts views near Lake Pleasant. 

A little over an hour after starting, we were in 
Wickenburg.  They had the block in front of the 
Railroad Station cordoned off for us to park and 
coffee and donuts were served.  We all visited with 
other drivers inspecting all the different cars, and 
soon, residents and visitors had joined in. 

Back on the road, we headed northwest on US 
Route 93 through the Joshua Tree Parkway.  At 
State Route 97 we turn northeast, then east on State 
Route 96, through Kirkland and Skull Valley.  Up to 
this point the roads had been relatively flat and 

straight.  
Now the 
drive took 
on some 

adventure 
as the road 
curved and 

climbed 
into the 

Prescott 
National 

Forest.  
The 

temperature dropped drastically and the jackets we 
had shed in Wickenburg would have felt good, but 
the heater worked fine.  We continued through Iron 
Springs and reached Prescott around 10:30 AM, 

where Whiskey Row had been blocked off as our 
parking lot.  As with Wickenburg, within a few 
minutes the word was out and Prescott residents and 
visitors had arrived to view the unique collection of 
vehicles. 

After lunch and a little antiquing, we were off again, 
this time first on State Route 89, then on State Route 
89A heading to Cottonwood, via Mingus Mountain, 
Jerome and Clarkdale.  In Cottonwood, we stopped 
at River Front Park, this time parking on the grass, 
for an ice cream and soda break. 

Then it was on to Flagstaff, by way of Sedona, and 
my favorite drive in Arizona, State Route 89A 
through Oak Creek Canyon.  Arriving at Little 
America about 4:30 PM, it had been a great day of 
touring.  We registered at the front desk and got to 
our room to remove some of the road dust before 
attending a happy hour for all participants and a 
chance to discuss our day’s experiences. 

Sunday morning there was a breakfast buffet 
followed by a raffle with loads (over 75) of prizes.  
Then back to Phoenix.  We chose to return via Pine, 
Strawberry, and Payson; another lovely drive. 

This was a fun event and very professionally run.  
A special thanks to Mike and Janice Goodwin, who 
put this event on every year.  There were 

participants 
from all 

over 
Arizona, 

the west 
coast and 
a beautiful 
MGA with 
a matching 
motorcycle 

trailer from 
Kentucky.  

I’m 
planning to do it again next year; it’s scheduled for 
the weekend of April 23-24, 2005. and I hope to see 
more Desert Stars member there.  There’ll be a 
reminder in the Stardust as the time approaches.  
For those who would like to learn more about the 
British Euro Auto Tour and see more pictures, visit 
their website at http://www.beataz.com.  
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Havasupai'04 

Tucson to Bisbee 

October 1 - 3, 2004 
Registration Form 

  
Name(s):   Section:    
  
Address:   
  
City:   State/Prov:   Zip:    
  
Contact Information: 
  Phone No.:   Day Night 
           and/or (specify day and/or night) 
  Email Address:    
  
Number attending:   Price is $23000 per couple, contact your Rallyemasters for any special pricing.  
   
Rallye Car Model:   Year:  

Registration Fee includes the following:  Friday night refreshments after the Tucson hotel-provided “happy hour”, Tucson hotel tips for “happy hour” 
and breakfast, entrance fees for attractions that are part of the rallye, Saturday lunch, Bisbee parking fee, Saturday night refreshments, hors d’oeuvres 
and dinner, Sunday morning breakfast and tip, and the Sunday morning Mine tour.  You will be responsible only for your Friday and Saturday night 
Hotel rooms. 
  
Saturday Lunch Selection: (select number of lunches in each box) – 
  Sandwich Platter:  Chicken Caesar Salad:  Mexican Platter:  
  
Awards Dinner Selection: (select number of entrees in each box) – 
  Chicken:  NY Strip Steak:   Poached Salmon:  
  

Will you be joining us for the tour of the Pima Air Museum?  (Enter number for Museum)   
If so, include $9.75 each.  If we have enough participation for the discount rate, we will refund the $1.00 per ticket discount.  

Are you early registering (before Aug. 15, 2004)? Yes No If yes, subtract $3000 from the price.  
If you have any question, or need additional information, such as special pricing, please call John and Marianne Hutchison 

at (480) 473-4887, or Bob Yoder and Elaine Petrick at (480) 998-0194. 
MBCA Desert Stars 
c/o John Hutchison 
9726 East Cavalry Drive   

Make your check payable to:  Desert Stars; and mail to: 

Scottsdale, AZ  85262 
 

Don’t miss an issue of the Star or Stardust.  
Keep your mailing address current with the MBCA 
National Business Office.  You can change your 
address online at 
http://mbca.org/mbca/addchange.htm or 

 
mail your address change to: 
 MBCA 
 1907 Lelaray Street 
 Colorado Springs, CO  80909 
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Havasupai’04 Registrations Being Taken (cont’d)  

Mount  Lemmon,  Biosphere 2 and Saguaro National 
Park (East or West).  Check out our website 
(www.desertstars.org) for some links to these points 
of interest; at the home page select ‘Other Sites’ in the 
left-hand margin.  The AAA Guidebook has 
additional suggestions. 

The Pima Air Museum (www.pimaair.org) is 
located within 2-3 miles of the hotel.  The Museum is 
open from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm with the last tour 
leaving at 4:00pm.   Regular admission is $9.75 but if 
more than 20 of us are interested in visiting the 
Museum, we can get group rates for $8.75.  Make a 
note on the Registration Form if you would like to be 
included in the “group-rate” ticket purchase to visit 
the museum on Friday, and include $9.75 per person 
with your payment; we will get tickets for you.  If 20 
or more sign up for the Museum tour, we will refund 
$1 per ticket when we send the Rallye notification 
packet to you.  When you get to the Museum, you 
can sign up for a one-hour docent-led Tram tour (at 
an additional charge of $4.00) which departs from 
just outside the main building at 10:00am, 11:30am, 
1:30pm and 3:00pm.  Also, there is a free 1.5 hour 
docent-led walking tour that departs from Hangar 
One at 10:15am and 11:45am.  Although all of the 
aircraft displayed are interesting, there are a couple 
special planes on exhibit that you should not miss:  
an SR-71A Blackbird “spy” plane and a predecessor 
to the current Air Force One which was used by 
President Kennedy in the early 60’s. 

Saturday morning, a full buffet breakfast will be 
served in the Hotel Restaurant which comes as part 
of the room charge.  The first Rallye departure will be 
around 8:15 am from the front of the hotel. 

The Rallye will be divided into two sections, the 
first ending when we gather for lunch at a place to be 
designated on the Rallye clue sheet.  We will pick up 
your morning score sheets at that time, and hand out 
the second section clue sheets for the afternoon 
segment. 

After a fun-filled day on the road, you will be in 
Bisbee to complete your traverse of the town 

finishing up with your clue answers.  Everyone will 
then check into the Copper Queen Hotel, get settled, 
and meet for before dinner refreshments and hors 
d’oeuvres in the second floor lounge to unwind, and 
relax before the awards dinner in the hotel banquet 
hall at 7:15pm. 

 
Sunday morning we will start with breakfast in the 

hotel restaurant (included as part of the Rallye Fee) 
followed by either an underground or above ground 
tour of the Copper Queen Mine beginning at 10:30 
am.  This will give you the opportunity to get a first-
hand experience of how it was to be a miner around 
100 years ago.  The tour should finish around noon 
giving you time to see more of the town, visit the 
Mining Museum ($4.00), or stop in Tombstone or at 
Kartchner Caverns on the way back to your home. 

This year we are doing the hotel accommodations 
differently due to the vast pricing differences in the 
rooms at the Copper Queen Hotel.  Upon receipt of 
your registration form and check, an informational 
packet containing the hotel reservation numbers and 
other details about the Rallye will be forwarded to 
you.  You will need to book and pay for your rooms 
separately from the Registration Fee.  We have 
negotiated special rates with the Clarion Hotel-
Tucson Airport and the Copper Queen Hotel in 
Bisbee for Havasupai ’04 as follows: 

continued on Page 7 

 
 Room’s Includes 

Clarion Hotel-Tucson Airport Base Rate Tax & Fees 
• All room types single or double occupancy $71.95 $81.23 

The Copper Queen in Bisbee has four room types as follows: 
• One Double Bed $75.00 $83.28 
• One Queen Bed $85.00 $94.39 
• One King Bed $99.00 $110.39 
• Two Beds $112.00 $124.38 
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LUKE AIR FORCE BASE -- 24 MARCH 2004 

 
Desert Stars get up close and personal with an F-16 “Eagle” Fighter Aircraft 

It was a beautiful spring day and Mercedes Club 
members gathered from the Phoenix area to share it. 
The front gate had a list of the members who were to 
attend and, moved them through quickly with 
directions to the Officers Club.  At 1100 hours the 
buffet was opened.  The selection was 
overwhelming.  There was fresh bread, pastry, eggs, 
ham, prime rib, salads, many other delicious foods, 
and a large selection of deserts.  I tried to

sample a little of each selection, but was only able to 
put a dent in the list. 

After the brunch we took a tour of the aircraft on 
display, with a history of each provided by our host, 
Wes Squires.  Wes is a retired Air Force pilot, and 
with the help of Ed Kasmar made the arrangements 
for this wonderful day spent with Mercedes friends.  I 
sure hope Wes is willing to host the section again. It 
was great and unique event. 

Ron Stafford 

  
Desert Stars enjoy the Buffet at Luke’s Officers Club 
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MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND 
DURANGO TRIP 

We are completely booked for our trip the end of 
May and I think it will be memorable for all who 
signed up. 

Last minute instructions:  By now you should have 
all made your individual room reservations.  If you 
have not done so, make them immediately.  As per 
our previous correspondence, we will meet at El 
Rancho Hotel in Gallup, N.M. about 5:00 on Friday 
May, 28.  We will have a cocktail party and 
appetizers and sandwiches there.  We will provide 

beer, wine and soft drinks, but if you want anything 
other than that, please feel free to bring your own.  

Durango could be a bit chilly so please include 
jeans or long pants for our barbecue and a sweater 
or jacket. 

If you have any other questions or concerns please 
call us at (480) 661-1325. 

See you all there, 
Mindy and Dick Sharp 

 

Havasupai’04 (cont’d)  

We encourage you to take advantage of the “early 
bird” fees shown on the Registration Sheet.  A total 
of 20 rooms have been reserved at each of the 
hotels so sign up and register early to ensure that 
you will have accommodations for Havasupai ’04. 

You’ll find a registration form on page 4 of this 
issue or you can register online.  If you have any 
questions or need additional information, please feel 
free to contact one of your rallyemasters, John and 
Marianne Hutchison at (480) 473-4877, or Bob 
Yoder and Elaine Petrick at (480) 998-0194. 

Annual Business Meeting At the Wrigley Mansion 
Noon, June 6, 2004 
Registration Form 

Name(s):   

Address:   

City:     State/Prov.:     Zip:   

Contact Information – 

  Phone No.:        Day     Night 

 and/or (specify day and/or night) 

  Email Addr.:   

Choice of Entrée – (please enter number for each): 

Chicken Piccata #  Sauteed Beef Tips #  Shimp & Scallops #  

# Planning to participant in the Docent led Tour of the Mansion:   (please enter 0 if not participating)  

Price is $3500 per entrée. 

Make checks payable to Desert Stars, and mail to:   MBCA, Deserts Stars 
℅ Dick Sharp 
11371 E. Cochise Drive 
Scottsdale, AZ  85259-4930 
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Save these Dates 
Durango/Silverton, CO, Memorial Day Weekend Trip May 28 – 31, 2004 

Annual Business Meeting at Wrigley Mansion June 6, 2004 

Havasupai’04 -- Tucson to Bisbee October 1 – 3, 2004 

 
 

See you in Durango this Memorial Day Weekend 
and 

Don’t miss this year’s Annual Business Meeting at 
the ‘must see’ Wrigley Mansion 

 
   Check our web site…       
http://www.desertstars.org 

 

“Fun with your friends and your Benz” 

 
STARDUST Editor 
3344 W. Taro Lane 
Phoenix, AZ  85027-6157 
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