
 
 

Training Rallye Scheduled Prior to Havasupai 
October’s Havasupai’04 is just around the corner 

and you need to get signed up.  But wait!  That’s a 
RALLYE.   Only for those young motorheads, right?  
A high-speed, tire-screeching, car race for those 
guys with gasoline in their veins, right?   Not at all, 
folks.  How about an adventurous, scenic, 

educational and satisfying chance to enjoy your 
favorite Mercedes-Benz and fellow enthusiasts?  
YOU BET!  If you’re apprehensive about the rallye 
part of the program, then join us for the Desert Stars’ 
rallye school on Saturday, September 18th. 

See ‘September Event’ on Page 5 

Havasupai’04 
October 1 – 3, 2004 

Its time to firm up your plans to participate in 
Havasupai ’04. Set aside time in your calendar for 
the first weekend in October for a fun-filled and 
educational trip from Tucson to Bisbee. The 
Rallyemaster Team has been working on the clueset 

for a couple months, and accomplished a “trial run” 
of the first segment in mid-June. Some of the clues 
have been modified to make it easier when you 
tackle the routing on Saturday, October 2, 2004. 

Continued on Page 3 

 
Bisbee and the Copper Queen Hotel in the early 1900’s when the city was at its peak. 
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President’s Message: July 2004 Volume 40 Number 4 
©    2004    MBCA   Desert   Stars   Section 

For those who didn’t make it to 
the Annual Business Meeting, you 
missed a great time.  Not only did 
we elect a new slate of Section 
Officers, which is why I’m writing 
this message, but we also had a 
wonderful dinner and guided tour of 
the Wrigley Mansion.  I want to 
thank Elaine Petrick for making all 
the arrangements and then making 
sure everything was perfect.  We 
had forty-one members and guests; 
the largest attendance for an 
Annual Business Meeting in a long 
time. 

Along with myself being elected 
as President, Chuck Stanford Jr., 
Dick Sharp and Elaine Petrick were 
re-elected as Vice-President, 
Treasurer and Secretary, 
respectively.  Also joining the 
Executive Board, Wayne Burford 
and Louis Horwin were elected as 
new Directors.  Welcome aboard 
Wayne and Louis. 

I’d also like to thank our Past 
President, Valerie Olmsted, and her 
Executive Board.  Under her 
leadership, we’ve had two years of 
outstanding events which lead to 
increased member participation.  
This in turn, helped improve our 
financial position and allowed us to 
hold our Annual Meeting at a 
premier venue like the Wrigley 
Mansion. 

Our calendar of events is shaping 
up for this year and I think we’ll 

have another great schedule for the 
upcoming season.  There’s an 
article on page 6 of this issue 
discussing the state of our plans. 

 

You’ll notice some holes in the 
calendar.  If you have an idea for a 
section outing or event, let me or 
one of your board member know.  
Even better come to a board 
meeting and let us know.  Some 
ideas raised at the Annual Meeting 
were car shows and a charity 
event.  We meet every third 
Wednesday of the month at 
Spinatos Restaurant, 227 S. Smith 
Rd., Tempe, at 6:00 PM.  Check 
with a board member before 
attending just in case there is a 
change in location or time.  Join us 
for pizza and tell us about your 
idea.  You’d be surprise how people 
rally around a person with a good 
new fresh idea. 

 Rick Stacio 
 President 
 Desert Stars Section 

The Stardust Newsletter is published 
by the MBCA Desert Stars Section bi-
monthly.  All rights reserved, except 
permission to reprint original articles is 
expressly granted to all MBCA Sections 

Send advertising inquiries to: 
• stardust@desertstars.org; 
• the address below the Stardust 

Masthead on the back; 
• or call (623) 582-6694. 

Board of Directors 
Rick Stacio, President 

president@desertstars.org 
Chuck Stanford, Vice President 

vicepresident@desertstars.org 
Richard Sharp, Treasurer 

treasurer@desertstars.org 
Elaine Petrick, Secretary 

secretary@desertstars.org 
Valerie Olmsted, Past President 

pastpresident@desertstars.org 
Wayne Burford, Director 

wayne.burford@desertstars.org 
Louis Horwin, Director 

louis.horwin@desertstars.org 
Ed Kasmar, Director 

ed.kasmar@desertstars.org 
Norm Nichol, Director 

norm.nichol@desertstars.org 
Janice Nichol, Director 

janice.nichol@desertstars.org 
Mindy Sharp, Director 

mindy.sharp@desertstars.org 
Ron Stafford, Director 

ron.stafford@desertstars.org 
Bob Yoder, Director 

bob.yoder@desertstars.org 
Board meetings are held on the third 
Wednesday of each month.  All members are 
welcome.  Check with a board member 
concerning place and time. 

New Members Web Site 
 

May 
Charles & Linda Kuhlman 
David & Maurine Hoffman 

Eric Johnson 
Bill Reichenberg 

 
June 

Luis Guerra 
William Bergner 
Michelle Thomas 
John Robinson 

 
 

Laurence Klingbeil 
Howard Walker 

Geraldine Angelone 

www.desertstars.org 
Rick Stacio, 
Newsletter Editor & Webmaster 
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Havasupai’04 (cont’d) 

The Rallyemasters have tested out both service 
and food at the Clarion Hotel-Tucson Airport and 
would like to report that both Dinner and the buffet 
breakfast are outstanding. Even though it is just 
across the road from the airport, absolutely NO 
“train” noise was detected during the night so you 
should be able to get a good night’s sleep in 
preparation of the Saturday activities. We are 
scheduled to perform the same test at the Copper 
Queen in early August, but from what we hear from 
others that have stayed in this boutique and very 
unique hotel, we will be totally pleased with the 
property. 

Only 20 rooms at each of the hotel have been 
reserved for the rallye!! When they are gone, we 
don’t know if we will be able to secure any more at 
our negotiated rates. Registrations are coming in 
fast so we would highly suggest that (if you haven’t 

done so already), you should complete the 
registration form in this issue of The StarDust or on 
line at www.desertstars.org to let the team know of 
your rallye car, your meal preferences, and then 
send it along with your check ASAP so that you are 
assured of a spot in this premier Desert Stars event 
of the fall. 

On receipt of your registration form and check, a 
confirmation letter complete with details on booking 
your hotel rooms for Friday and Saturday evenings 
will be forwarded to you. In early September, a 
complete instruction package will be mailed to each 
registered team to allow you to study up on some of 
the possible destinations that we will be visiting on 
Saturday, October 2.  

For more information, please call Bob Yoder / 
Elaine Petrick at 480.998.0194 or John & Marianne 
Hutchison at 480.473.4887, or visit 
www.desertstars.org for complete details. 

What going on in the Southwest Region 
While your traveling this year around the southwest 
for whatever reason, why not stop in and say hello to 
friends.  There are Mercedes Benz Club sections 
scattered all over, especially in the Los Angeles 
area.  In this section we’ll be keeping you abreast of 
the goings-on in the Southwest Region.  You can 
also look in the STAR magazine’s “Upcoming 
Events” section or on the regions website @ 
http://www.desertstars.org/southwest_region.  A few 
of the things currently scheduled are: 
 
Orange County Section Forms ML Enthusiast 
Group! 

You always wanted one, the performance, the 
sleek design, the quality and fit only Mercedes Benz 
can give you but wait there’s more to YOUR 
Mercedes!  

YOU CAN TAKE IT OFFROAD!  
The dirt roads and sandy by-ways are calling to a 

new group of ML owners in Orange County.  Roads 
that lead to old ghost towns and scenic by-ways 
accessible only by 4-wheel drive vehicles. Views that 
no ordinary motorist will ever see, await you. 

Now you can put that LOW button to use. 
 
 

We gather together for trips, great food, lectures 
from Mercedes Benz technicians on how to care for 
and extend the life of your ML, plus tips from the 
pros in Alabama on how to use it to its fullest 
potential. 

Later next year, we're planning a trip to Alabama to 
watch them build MLs right in front of us, then take a 
test drive on the test track with a professional driver. 

If you own an ML you're invited to join this select 
group of Mercedes Benz owners who know they 
alone are not constrained to asphalt and 
concrete.......  

Boldly Go Where No Benz Has Gone Before....  
The Orange County ML Club  
For more information contact  
John Aden  
Chairman ML Enthusiasts Group  
714-826-9319 or email dr4fish@aol.com 
 
Long Beach Section planning Cruise 

The cruise is scheduled for November 1st – 5th at 
the unheard of price of $304, including port charges.  
For more information contact Dottie and Herb 
Crandall at (562) 421-5767 or email them at Dottie-n-
Herb@Crandall.us 

Want to reach a targeted audience of Mercedes Benz owner?  Why not advertise in the Stardust? 
We publish bimonthly with a circulation of about 400. 

See the upper right corner of page 2 for contact information.  
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Havasupai'04 

Tucson to Bisbee 

October 1 - 3, 2004 
Registration Form 

  
Name(s):   Section:    
  
Address:   
  
City:   State/Prov:   Zip:    
  
Contact Information: 
  Phone No.:   Day Night 
           and/or (specify day and/or night) 
  Email Address:    
  
Number attending:   Price is $23000 per couple, contact your Rallyemasters for any special pricing.  
   
Rallye Car Model:   Year:  

Registration Fee includes the following:  Friday night refreshments after the Tucson hotel-provided “happy hour”, Tucson hotel tips for “happy hour” 
and breakfast, entrance fees for attractions that are part of the rallye, Saturday lunch, Bisbee parking fee, Saturday night refreshments, hors d’oeuvres 
and dinner, Sunday morning breakfast and tip, and the Sunday morning Mine tour.  You will be responsible only for your Friday and Saturday night 
Hotel rooms. 
  
Saturday Lunch Selection: (select number of lunches in each box) – 
  Sandwich Platter:  Chicken Caesar Salad:  Mexican Platter:  
  
Awards Dinner Selection: (select number of entrees in each box) – 
  Chicken:  NY Strip Steak:   Poached Salmon:  
  

Will you be joining us for the tour of the Pima Air Museum?  (Enter number for Museum)   
If so, include $9.75 each.  If we have enough participation for the discount rate, we will refund the $1.00 per ticket discount.  

Are you early registering (before Aug. 15, 2004)? Yes No If yes, subtract $3000 from the price.  
If you have any question, or need additional information, such as special pricing, please call John and Marianne Hutchison 

at (480) 473-4887, or Bob Yoder and Elaine Petrick at (480) 998-0194. 
MBCA Desert Stars 
c/o John Hutchison 
9726 East Cavalry Drive   

Make your check payable to:  Desert Stars; and mail to: 

Scottsdale, AZ  85262 
 

Don’t miss an issue of the Star or Stardust.  
Keep your mailing address current with the 
MBCA National Business Office.  You can 
change your address online at 
http://mbca.org/mbca/addchange.htm or 

 
mail your address change to: 
 MBCA 
 1907 Lelaray Street 
 Colorado Springs, CO  80909 
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September Event to Reveal Rallye Secrets 
Rallye Seminar to Show New and Old Stars the Tricks of the Road 

Inquisitive and adventurous members are in for a 
treat this month as the Desert Stars kick off the new 
season with a MemberFest guaranteed to be fun for 
new and old alike. 

Winners of Havasupai Rallyes in 1991, 1995, 2000 
and 2001 as well as the Columbia River Rallye at 
StarFest’96, Chuck and Ava Stanford have agreed 
to show us all the secrets of putting on and running a 
successful contest.  Well, maybe not all…  after all 
they may need to keep a few tricks from this 
competitive crowd.  The Stanfords have put together 
a short and simple “fun-run” rallye school to help 
even the most neophyte rallye rookies.  Come and 
enjoy a casual Saturday drive through the remaining 
lush desert of Scottsdale. Seasoned competitors will 
also benefit from Chuck and Ava’s tips of the trade. 

Our seminar will begin with a send off into 
Scottsdale’s old west, meander through the high 
Sonoran desert and end with a casual dinner at a 
surprise location.  Along the way you can experience 
a revealing view of how fun and easy it is to put on 
and participate in a rallye.  No tricks.  No getting lost.  
This is one everyone will enjoy. And dinner will 
include a talk by our rallyemeisters sharing some of 
what they’ve learned over the years for Drivers and 
Navigators alike. 

Plan to meet at Danny’s Pinnacle Peak General 
Store, located near the southwest corner of Pinnacle 
Peak Road and Pima Road in North Scottsdale.  
This is a real old-time General Store that’s been here 
since long before any of the recent land boom of the 
North Scottsdale area.  Long-time settlers claim that 
early tourists in their covered wagons (or maybe 
early Benzes) met here to swap Indian jewelry and 
radiator caps before heading off into the desert.  
Some of their wares are still here in the General 
Store and available for sale.  Come early to enjoy the 
vast selection of antiques and collectable western 
stuff.  Even some neat automobilia.  We’ll depart 
from the west end of the parking lot, clues in hand, 
beginning at 3:00 pm sharp! 

After a brief drive through the highways and 
byways of North Scottsdale and Carefree, we’ll meet 
for a delicious dinner and share tales of rallye 
success.  They’ll be no need to lynch the 
rallyemasters as they’ll be needed to share the 
answers and the key to higher scores and fewer 
wrong turns.  We promise it’ll be an early evening. 

So round up your favorite navigator, bring along 
your good humor, clipboard, and hi-liter (there’s your 
first clue….) and join us for what promises to be a 
delightful Saturday afternoon.  Get your reservations 
in soon – Space may be limited.  See you there! 

Training Rallye, September 18, 2004 
Registration Form 

  
Name(s):    
  
Address:   
  
City:   State/Prov:   Zip:    
  
Contact Information: 
  Phone No.:   Day Night 
           and/or (specify day and/or night) 
  Email Address:    
  
Number attending:   Price is $2100 per person for dinner and $500 per car.  
   
Rallye Car Model:   Year:  

MBCA Desert Stars 
c/o Chuck Stanford Jr 
11405 East De La O Road   

Make your check payable to:  Desert Stars; and mail to: 

Scottsdale, AZ  85255-5709 
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Upcoming Event Planning Underway 
As customary at the Annual Meeting, we held a 

brainstorming session to start the planning cycle for 
this coming season’s event calendar.  With these 
ideas as a start, the sections board met later in the 
month and set a preliminary agenda of events.  As 
usual Havasupai is set for this fall.  Rallyemasters, 
John & Marianne Hutchison and Bob Yoder & Elaine 
Petrick are way ahead of schedule on the planning 
and we are already taking reservations (see more 
about it, on pages 1 and 3 of this issue). 

In December we return to Paradise Valley Country 
Club for our Holiday Party.  Many members will 
remember this as the long time venue for this event.  
Four years ago the country club was torn down and 
has been fully rebuilt.  We’re all looking forward to 
seeing the new facilities. 

And finally, as required by our section by-laws, we 
will have an Annual Business Meeting in June.  The 
place and date is to be determined.  Hopefully we’ll 
find a venue as grand as the Wrigley Mansion. 

To fill in the gaps around these perennial events, 
we have come up with some old favorites and some 
new ideas.  For starters in September, Chuck and 
Ava Stanford have volunteered to put on a practice 
rallye before Havasupai.  If Havasupai sounds like 
fun but you are intimidated because you haven’t 
done a rallye before or it’s been a long time since 
your last one, then this event is for you.  It will also 
be a fun time just participating.  See the front page 
and page 5 of this issue for more information. 

In November, the toughest sheriff in America will 
host us to a Tent City Tour.  Norm and Janice Nichol 
will also schedule dinner at a nearby restaurant so 
we can pass on the baloney sandwiches. 

We invite Frank and MaryAlice Cozza back in 
February to run their Defensive Driving Clinic.  This 
is the third year we will be putting on this event.  It’s 
become a favorite. Last year we had 31 drivers show 

up.  The youngest was 16 and had just got her 
license and the oldest in her 80’s.  In the afternoon, 
we reconfigure the course for motor cross and 
sacrificed our tires to resurface the parking lot at 
Scottsdale Community College.  Be sure to join us 
for the fun and learn how to avoid all the good and 
safe drivers we meet on the byways of the valley. 

Come April, it’s the British Euro Auto Tour.  This 
event brings together all the brands of European 
motoring for a fun filled tour from Phoenix to 
Flagstaff with stops in Wickenburg, Prescott and 
Cottonwood.  There were five Mercedes (three from 
the Desert Stars) in last year’s 115 car assemblage.  
This year I’d like to see a big Desert Stars turnout, 
for a truly top-notch event. 

As they have for the past two years, Dick and 
Mindy Sharp will be putting together a tour for the 
Memorial Day Weekend in May.  This year’s 
destination will be Hoover Dam.  The route is still in 
the planning stages, but one idea is a start in Page 
with a stay over at the Grand Canyon’s North Rim. 

Why not join us on one of these outing.  We 
seldom plan events like these on our own.  Only if 
we are traveling in that direction with plenty of time 
would we stop at Bisbee and stay at the Copper 
Queen.  How often have we passed the Pima Air 
Museum and though it would be fun to stop and take 
a closer look?  Watch for more information and firm 
dates as our planning progresses 

Starting with this issue of the Stardust, on the 
back page the Save these Dates section will list 
all upcoming events.  The firm final dates will be in 
bold type (the same as the event).  Those dates 
which have not been finalized and may change will 
be in a lighter normal type style.  Your Stardust 
newsletter and the section’s website at 
http://www.desertstars.org will kept you informed of 
all upcoming events. 

  
Kerry Fortier and Sandra Allen at the Mixer at the Strater Dining at the Strater Hotel 
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A wonderful extra long Memorial Day weekend 

The Sharp’s did it again.  We started off in Gallup, 
New Mexico at the historic El Rancho Hotel on Route 66 
with a fabulous mixer.  Saturday morning, it was on the 
road to Durango, Colorado, through some beautiful and 
breath-taking country, with stops at an indian trading 
post and a pueblo ruins.  We checked into the Strater 
Hotel in downtown Durango that afternoon, and the 
mixer was restarted.  Then it was a western evening of 
BBQ and entertainment.  Sunday morning found us 
boarding the Durango-Silverton Narrow Gage Railroad 
for the trip to Silverton for lunch and sightseeing, with a 
motor coach ride back to Durango.  That evening we 
dined in one of the private dining rooms at the Strater.  
Thanks Dick and Mindy for another fantastic event, as 
the pictures on this and page 6 of this issue attest.  Visit 
our website at http://www.desertstars.org to see these 
picture and others in color. Pueblo Ruins  

The Mixer Resumes at the Strater Hotel, Durango 
 

 

Durango/ Silverton Railroad Ride 
 

The Views were Spectacular  Our Hosts for the Weekend  
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Save these Dates 
Training Rallye September 18, 2004 

Havasupai’04 -- Tucson to Bisbee October 1 – 3, 2004 

Tent City Tour November 2004 

Holiday Party at Paradise Valley Country Club December 5, 2004 

Defensive Driving Clinic & Motorcross February 2005 

British/Euro Motor Tour April 23-24, 2005 

Annual Business Meeting June 2005 

 
 
Don’t Wait To Long to 
Register for Havasupai’04.  
Space is limited and it’s 
going fast.   Call your 
Rallyemasters today. 
 

 

   Check our web site…       
http://www.desertstars.org 

“Fun with your friends and your Benz” 

 
STARDUST Editor 
3344 W. Taro Lane 
Phoenix, AZ  85027-6157 
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