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Want to become a safer and more 
defensive driver?  Want your 
teenager to learn how to avoid 
accidents and drive more 
confidently?  Want to learn the real 
capabilities of your Mercedes-Benz?  
Then join us on Saturday, 
Febrauary 21th for the MBCA’s 
Defensive Driving and Accident 

Avoidance Education Course.   
For the second year in a row, 

MBCA’s National Events Committee 
has agreed to send four-time MBCA 
National Driving Champions, Frank 
and Maryalice Cozza to put on a 
Defensive Driving Clinic for Desert 
Stars and Chaparral Section 
members and their families.  Frank, 
who is NEC Chairman and Great 
Lakes Regional Director, and his 

wife Maryalice, are perennial 
competitors in MBCA autocross and 
track events, and also volunteer their 
time to put on numerous defensive 
driving clinics annually. 
 

All MBCA members and 
immediate family are eligible and 
should take advantage of this rare 
opportunity to get in-car training on 
accident avoidance strategies, 
performing evasive maneuvers, and 
truly understanding the handling 
characteristics of their cars.  New 
and inexperienced drivers will 

especially benefit from this 
professional in-car instruction and 
hands-on closed course experience  

Beginning at 8 am, we’ll meet at 
a restricted and marked circuit, 
protected from other traffic.  After 
some basic introduction, each driver 
will receive personal in-car 
instruction on the handling 
characteristics of their car, how to 
drive around potential trouble and 
then safely recover control of their 
vehicle.  Drivers will benefit most by 
bringing the vehicle they drive daily 
– Mercedes-Benz or otherwise. 

The cost is only $10 per driver and 
licensed drivers under 18 are free  

See Driver’s Clinic on Page 2
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 President’s Message Driver’s Clinic (cont’d) 

Once again, the Desert Stars 
Holiday Party was a success. The 
new venue was interesting and 
afforded beautiful vistas for our 
dining pleasure. The meal was the 
traditional turkey type, and the 
company, as usual, was 
scintillating. We are all such fun 
and fascinating people that a good 
time is assured whenever we 
meet. We enjoyed the company of 
several new members, one of 
whom we nabbed for a seat on the 
board. 

Several 
wonderful 

door 
prizes 
were 

donated 
by local 
Mercedes 

dealers, 
ensuring 

that everyone would be awarded 
something. All told, the prizes 
seemed to be received with joy…I 
know my mother was thrilled to 
have a fancy Christmas box of 
chocolates! (Those of you that 
have met my mother, Ruth, know 
she has quite a sweet tooth) 

The tireless board members, 
Mindy Sharp and Elaine Petrick 
did a 
wonderful 
job of 
arranging 
our 
holiday 
party; thank you, thank you, thank 
you! Although Mindy was unable 
to attend the party due to out of 
state obligations, we recognized 
her as our Member of the Year. 
Our club has Mindy to thank for 
quite a few wonderful holiday 
parties, as well as many awesome 
outings. Thanks again, Mindy, we 
applaud your efforts most heartily. 

There were quite a few regulars 
that we missed this holiday, due to 
timing; we sure hope you can 
attend next year. And, for all those 
who came and enjoyed, thank you. 
It was truly wonderful to see so 
many smiling faces enjoying 
themselves. What a great group of 
members we have! 

Dr. Valerie Olmsted, 
President 
Desert Stars Section 

with a paying parent MBCA 
member.  We’ll bring the 
refreshments, and a box lunch is 
only $7 each.  [Lunch must be 
ordered in advance.] Following 
lunch, we’ll reconfigure the cones 
to let participants practice some of 
the maneuvers they’ve learned.  
The day should wrap up by about 
3 pm. 

Last years event was fun packed 
and a great learning experience.  
We urge you to take advantage of 
this opportunity to become a safer, 
more alert and aware driver.  Call 
now to reserve.  Only the first 32 
participants can be 
accommodated due to limited 
availability of instructors and 
facilities. Call the event 
coordinator Chuck Stanford, Jr. 
today at 480-585-0786 for more 
information or to reserve your 
place at this exciting and 
educational event. Specific 
location [yet to be determined] will 
be posted on our web site or you 
can call. Event, facilities and 
instructors will be fully insured. 
The registration form can be found 
at the bottom of page 3.

NewMembers

 November 
 Jeff Smith 
 Merrill Moss 
 Charles Moehring 

 

December 
Dan Withers 
Linda Sunderland 
Richard & Diane Roseland 
Bryan O’Connor 
Michele Bronson 
Vincent & Wendy Kennedy 
Tom & Kathy Chauncey 
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Holiday Brunch Enjoyed by All 
Desert Stars members gathered at Talking Stick 

Golf Course on this past December 7th for our annual 
Holiday Party.  After socializing with new and old 
member alike for about an hour, section President 
Valerie Olmsted welcomed all to the festivities. 

 

This year for the first time, we held the business 
part of the event before the dining.  For the past few 
years we have awarded service pins to members 
attending the Holiday Party who are celebrating 
there fifth, tenth, fifteenth, etc anniversaries with the 
Mercedes-Benz Club of America.  Valerie was the 
only member in attendance celebrating an 
anniversary.  She accepted her five year service pin 
graciously. 

Next Valerie announced our section’s Member of

the Year, Mindy Sharp.  Mindy was visiting a new 
grandchild, so was not present, but was definitely 
missed. 

As usual, door prizes were drawn for all members.  
We’d like to thank MB Motors, Ltd. for the donation 
of gifts for some of the door prizes.  And for the 
second year, thanks to Schumacher European, 
Ltd., we raffled off a CLK Cabriolet (kid’s version 
pedal car).  

 
Dee Cloninger won this year’s shiny red version. 

Our thanks goes to Mindy Sharp and Elaine 
Petrick for another wonderful Deserts Stars event. 

Editor Note:  These photographs and others can be 
seen in full size and color on the Desert Stars website at 
http://www.desertstars.org.  We’d like to thank Bud & Dee 
Cloninger for sharing their pictures. 

Defensive Driving Clinic, February 21, 2004 
Registration Form 

Name(s):   

Address:   

City:     State/Prov.:     Zip:   
Contact Information – 

  Phone No.:        Day     Night 

 and/or (specify day and/or night) 

  Email Addr.:   

# Attending:     Price is $1000 per driver(under 18 free) # Lunches:     Price is $700 per person 
Make checks payable to Desert Stars, and mail to: MBCA, Deserts Stars 

℅ Elaine Petrick 
6344 E. Cactus Wren Road 
Paradise Valley, AZ  85253 
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Mercedes Restorer to Host Open House 
 

 

Mark Passarelli, Mercedes restorer of 
gullwings, roasters, 60s and early 70s SLs 
and other classic Mercedes is having a 
open house for club members on Sunday 
January 25th at 1:00 P.M. at his shop at 
41755 N. Old Stage Rd., Cave Creek AZ  
85331.  You can see show quality cars in 
the process of restoration as well as 
completed vehicles which are for sale.  If 
you would like to attend please contact 
Dick or Mindy Sharp at (480) 661-1325. 

The map to the right is north of Cave 
Creek Road and shows the location of 
Mark’s shop 
 

Advertise in the Stardust 
 
Your Message could reach approx. 400 
Mercedes enthusiasts with each issue if 
here.  Contact the Stardust Editor for more 
information at (623) 582-6694 or 
newsletter@desertstar.org for more 
information and advertising rates. 
 

Desert Stars Section to Visit Luke Air Force Base 

Ever wonder what goes on at Luke Air Force Base, 
out in the west part of the valley?  Well it’s one of the 
largest flight training bases in the United States and 
just about everyone who flies F16s has received 
training at Luke.  If your curiosity hasn’t been 
quenched by that tidbit, then you’re in luck.  
Longtime Mercedes Benz Club member, Wes 

Squires has setup a visit to Luke for his fellow Desert 
Stars members. 

On Sunday, March 21, 2004 we’ll have brunch at 
the Officers Club, get a tour of the base and view 
some of the aircraft on display.  There will be photo 
opportunities.  We’ll meet in the Officers Club 
parking lot at 10:45 AM.  Please try to arrive on time 
and leave time to clear base security.  Wes will have 
a few words before entering the club.  Then we’ll 
have brunch in the club at 11:00 AM.  The cost is 
$17.00 per person for the brunch 

Due to the current Homeland Security 
Departments HIGH Threat Advisory, base security 
has required that we provide them with the names 
and addresses of all visitors in our group by March 
12th, so please be complete in filling out the 
registration, and assure that it is received by us not 
later than March 11th.  Hopefully the level will be 
lowered before then.  If you have any questions, call 
Wes Squires at (623) 546-8536. 
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ALL A-BOOAARRD, DESERT STARS 

Our Monument Valley trip last Memorial Day was 
such a huge success and wonderful experience that 
Dick and I have decided to plan another Memorial 
Day extravaganza.  This, again, will be a non-
competitive (read “no rallye”) driving and sightseeing 
adventure. 

Planning is underway and we have already 
reserved 10 rooms for all three nights at special 
group rates.  On Friday, May 28, we will be staying 
at El Rancho Hotel in Gallup, New Mexico (approx. 
$80 per room).  It is an historic hotel originally owned 
by Ortega’s parents and was frequented by many 

movie starts shooting films in the area, especially in 
the mid 1900’s.  Each room is named after a 
celebrity who actually stayed there.  We will have a 
hospitality room there with drinks and appetizers 
and, of course, great conversation.  On Saturday 
morning we hope to arrange a tour for the group, or 
you are free to spend an hour or two strolling the 
downtown area. 

From Gallup we will head up north to Durango, 
probably by way of Chaco Canyon and other notable 

sights, to spend two 
nights at a lovely 
Victorian hotel, The 
Strater Inn (109.00 + tax 
per room), located in the 
center of town.  For 
those of you who 
haven’t seen Durango, it 
is truly a beautiful, 
bustling town. Then it’s 
on to dinner. 

On Sunday we will 
board the historic Durango to Silverton Narrow 
Gauge Railroad and relax while viewing the 
awesome terrain surrounding us.  This is a steam-
powered train with vintage coaches and an open-air 

gondola.  It has been in operation since 1881 and 
was originally constructed to haul gold and silver 
from the San Juan Mountains. 

Upon arrival in Silverton we will have an 
opportunity to walk the old streets and you can 
choose a spot for lunch or refreshments.  We have 
arranged the return trip on a bus so we can enjoy the 
different views afforded on the “Million Dollar 
Highway. 

”Provisions permitting, we will open the hospitality 
suite again on Sunday evening before we have 
dinner together.  We will be firming up dinner plans 
within a few months. 

For those of you who have never visited Mesa 
Verde National Park, the sight of many—and the 
largest—cave dwellings in the U.S. it is definitely a 
place you will want to put on your list.  It is an easy 
drive from Durango—about 1 hour, so those of you 
who can afford the time should plan to make the side 
trip on Monday. 

This promises to be a memorable experience for 
all.  At this writing we have 10 rooms booked for 
each night so it is imperative that you send a 
reservation and deposit in as soon as possible to 
secure your spot.  The deposit is $50.00/person to 
hold space for this trip. Guests will make their own 
room reservations after signing up for the trip; prices 
do not include cost of rooms. 

After we receive your deposit we will contact you 
so you can make room reservations under the Club’s 
group rate.  We may be able to obtain additional 
rooms if we receive enough early reservations, but 
please don’t wait because this will be a busy holiday 
weekend. 

So, to recap:  Trip will include cocktails and 
appetizers Friday night, Saturday breakfast, 
Saturday dinner, Sunday breakfast, round trip 
train/bus trip Sunday, Sunday dinner and Monday 
breakfast.  Costs are approximately $175.00 per 
person excluding room costs. 

We’re looking forward to an enchanting holiday 
weekend.  Come with us! 

Questions?  Contact Mindy or Dick Sharp @480-
661-1325. 

Mindy Sharp 
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Luke Air Force Base Visit, March 21, 2004 
Registration Form 

Name(s):   

Address:   

City:     State/Prov.:     Zip:   
Contact Information – 

  Phone No.:        Day     Night 

 and/or (specify day and/or night) 

  Email Addr.:   

# Attending:     Price is $1700 per person which includes lunch at the Officers Club 
Make checks payable to Desert Stars, and mail to: MBCA, Deserts Stars 

℅ Elaine Petrick 
6344 E. Cactus Wren Road 
Paradise Valley, AZ  85253 

Please Note: The full names and addresses of all persons attending must be provided on the 
Registration Form. 

Durango/Silverton, CO, Memorial Day Weekend Trip 
May 28 – 31, 2004 

Registration Form 

Name(s):   

Address:   

City:     State/Prov.:     Zip:   
Contact Information – 

  Phone No.:        Day     Night 

 and/or (specify day and/or night) 

  Email Addr.:   

# Attending:     Deposit is $5000 per person.  This is a deposit only, to guarantee your place. 
Further information will be forthcoming. 

Make checks payable to Desert Stars, and mail to: MBCA, Deserts Stars 
℅ Elaine Petrick 
6344 E. Cactus Wren Road 
Paradise Valley, AZ  85253 
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HELLO ARIZONA, WELCOME TO 2004 

My name is RON STAFFORD, and with  my wife 
SUSAN STAFFORD, we moved to beautiful 
Scottsdale Arizona, 30 September 2003. I am an 
automotive consultant and broker with thirty five years 
of experience, and I also represent Pre-Paid Legal 
Inc., a company in business for thirty two years. My 
wife is a Registered Nurse with over thirty years of 
experience. 

I was on the Board of Directors of the MBCA in 
Kansas City Missouri for three years. I was elected to 
the Board of Directors of the MBCA here in Arizona in 
December, and  I wanted to tell you a little about my 
background. I hope it makes it easier for us to get to 
know each other. 

I have been involved with cars all of my life. I am a 
Life Member of the Acura Club, the NSX Club of 
America, and the BMW Club of America. I am an 
active member of the Mercedes Club, and have been 
active with the Ferrari Club. 

In the fifty’s our street car had an  Andy Granitelli 
racing engine, and clocked 147 MPH on the 
Bonneville Salt Flats. We owned two Lincoln Mercury 
dealerships, and I owned my own dealership in the 
60's and 70's, selling DeTomaso automobiles. 

From 1970- 1975 I raced cars in SCCA, FIA, and 
IMSA. Set new track records in drivers school. Drove;  
SCCA  A Sports Racing  / FIA Unlimited Sports 
Prototype McLaren Mk 2B Can-Am car;  SCCA 
Formula A / FIA Formula 1, Surtes TS-5A;  SCCA A 
Production / FIA / IMSA GTO 427 Corvette, & BOSS 
429 HEMI Mustang;  SCCA A Sedan / FIA / IMSA 
GSO BOSS 302 Mustang;  SCCA B Sedan / FIA / 
IMSA GTU Stafford GT-2000;  Four Regional 
Championships, and Third at the United States 
National Championship, driving the Surtes Formula 1 
car. In 1970 I began teaching racing and high 
performance driving. I continue to teach to this day. 

In 1973 I started SPR Aviation Consultants, Aviation 
Management and Pilot Services. This grew to ten 
Pilots, and we flew for seventeen companies. I have

well over 17,000 hours of flight time; Multi Engine 
Land Airline Transport Pilot; Commercial & Instrument 
Multi Engine Land, Single Engine Land, Glider, 
Moraine Saulnier MS-760 Paris Jet; Flight Instructor 
Instrument, Multi Engine Land, Single Engine Land, 
Glider, MS-760 Paris Jet; and Advanced Ground 
Instructor. 

I have personal International Pilot experience in; the 
Arctic, Canada, Newfoundland, Greenland, Iceland, 
Ireland, England, Europe, Mediterranean, Middle East, 
Gulf of Arabia, India, Indonesia, Australia, South 
America, North Africa, Central Africa, South Africa, all 
of North America (except Alaska and Hawaii), 
Carribean, Cuba, Cayman Islands, Azores Islands, 
and the Canaries Islands. From 1973 till the late 
1980's I made many  North and South Atlantic Ocean 
Crossings in single engine and multi engine aircraft 
(Eastbound & Westbound). I also spent twenty years 
doing aircraft maintenance, repair, engine overhaul on 
the three aircraft I owned,  &  completely  rebuilt a 
fabric sailplane in our glider club in Kansas City. 

I have been married 25 years, Wife (RN thirty years, 
with fifteen years Management experience), one 
daughter (married, living in Alaska), and one son 
(Senior in college). I spent many years being “Mr. 
Mom” being a stay-at-home- Dad, while my Wife 
pursued her carrier. 

In the mid 1990's I became a Federal Firearms 
Licenced Dealer, and completed full Green Beret 
training, Survival training, CQB, and Advanced 
Weapons training, as a Student, and as an Instructor, 
with Col. “Bo” Gritz in Nevada, Oklahoma, and 
Missouri. I have attended the Chapman Police 
Academy in Missouri, the Huntington Beach Police 
Academy in California, the Advanced Law 
Enforcement Academy in Utah. 

We also own an 18 Loft and Office complex In 
Kansas City Missouri, it’s for sale if your interested! 

You can contact me anytime on my cell 816-739-
7005, or 480-664-2680. Give me a call! 

British Euro Auto Tour 

For those looking for a fun auto event, you might 
want to check this out.  The rallye is a two day affair 
starting in Phoenix on Saturday morning, April 17th, at 
Dunlap and Interstate I-17.  The route goes through 
Wickenburg, Prescott, Jerome, Cottonwood and 
Flagstaff’s Little America is the stopover spot for the 
evening.  Although this isn’t a Desert Stars event, it 
looks a fun time.  Checkout their website at 

http://www.beataz.com/.  Last year there was every 
possible British and European style auto you could 
imagine.  And the terrain is just as diverse.  The 
Sonoran desert , the Joshua Tree forest, the 
Ponderosa pines of Prescott, the twists and turns of 
Mingus Mountain, the chaparral of the Verde River 
Valley and the majestic vistas as you approach 
Flagstaff should satisfy anyone’s need for adventure.
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Save these Dates 

MB Restorer, Mark Passarelli, Open House January 25, 2004 

MBCA’s Defensive Driving & Accident Avoidance February 21, 2004 

Luke Air Force Base Visit March 21, 2004 

British Euro Auto Tour April 17, 2004 

Durango/Silverton, CO, Memorial Day Weekend Trip May 28 – 31, 2004 

 
 

Congratulations to Mindy Sharp our 
2003 Member of the Year 

 
   Check our web site…       
http://www.desertstars.org 

“Fun with your friends and your Benz” 

 
STARDUST Editor 
3344 W. Taro Lane 
Phoenix, AZ  85027-6157 
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