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At this 
writing we are 
still seeing 
temperatures 

in the 90’s, so 
it is difficult to 
imagine the 
cool holidays 
that are 

approaching. 
Our next big event is our 

annual Holiday Party 
scheduled for Dec. 7.  Our 
venue is new.  This year we 
will enjoy a culinary feast at 
the “The Talking Stick” which 
is located at the easternmost 
end of Indian Bend Road 
(9998 E. Indian Bend Rd.), 
right off the Loop 101 in 
Scottsdale.  It is a warm and 
inviting stone golf clubhouse 
with exquisite desert views.  
We will be starting cocktails 
at 2:30 pm with dinner at 3:00 
pm, so that our party may 
have full use of the dining 
room. 

There will be a cash bar, a 
raffle with hand-picked gift 
items and a very special 
opportunity to make a child’s 
eyes sparkle this Season.  
Thanks to the Star Boutique 
at Schumacher European, 
Ltd., we have a child-size 
CLK Cabriolet Pedal Car to 
raffle.  This is the same $300

highly 
detailed 
kid-sized 
M-B that’s 
shown in 
The 
Mercedes 
Collection 
catalogue.  Raffle tickets will 
be $5 each or six for $25 and 
the lucky winner will have the 
perfect gift for a budding 
Mercedes enthusiast.  The 
winner must be present, so 
sign up now for the Holiday 
Brunch and take a chance on 
this stunning bright red pint-
sized Benz. 

The entrées on the buffet 
are sage roasted turkey 
breast and prime rib.  The 
cost of the dinner is $36.00 
per person. 

Please plan to attend. We 
know this will be a wonderful 
affair and a chance to meet 
with Benz friends—old and 
new—again. 

Please fill out your 
reservation form, on page 5 
and send it to Elaine Petrick, 
6344 E. Cactus Wren Road, 
Paradise Valley, AZ  85253.  
Any questions?  Contact 
Mindy Sharp @ 480-661-
1325 or Elaine Petrick @ 
480-998-0194 
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Havasupai’03 
Definitely Not Easy, But Fun That’s Another Thing 

For the second time this year, Franc Horvath and 
Rick Stacio teamed up as the Devious Duo to master 
the Desert Stars’ 38th Havasupai Rallye.  Mercedes 
Benz enthusiasts from around the Southwest Region 
converged on the City of Winslow, Arizona, on Friday 
night, September 26th.  We gathered at the La 
Posada Hotel, the beautifully restored railroad hotel.  
Food and drink were consumed and past rallye 
adventures remembered and retold, while enjoying 
the beauty of the restored national landmark and its 
gardens. 

Bright and early, 7:30 A.M. to be exact, found our 
adventurous group at the Last Resort Café for a 
breakfast buffet.  The café located at the 
Winslow/Lindbergh Airport was opened only for us 
and put out a beautiful spread of breakfast entrees.  
The airport, originally designed by Charles Lindbergh 
after his historical solo flight across the Atlantic, was 
once the busiest airport in Arizona and hosted many 
of the same Hollywood celebrities that had stayed at 
La Posada, during the infancy of trans-continental air 
travel in America. 

The rallye started at the airport and by 8:45 A.M. all 
twelve cars were off.  The rallye scoring included 
three timed segments with roadside clues and the 
overall rallye mileage plus 18 random pictures of 
objects encountered along the route of the rallye.  To 
add a little chaos into the mixture, each team’s score 
timed segment was weighted with a factor for how 
close the participants were to each others time for 
that segment. 

The first segment brought our adventurers through 
downtown Winslow to visit the Standin on the Corner  
 

The Sharps, Folettes, Martins and Gerry Fortier & Sandra Allen 
enjoy the gardens at La Posada Hotel. 

Park, commemorating the Eagles’ song Take it Easy 
in which its lyrics immortalized Winslow, Arizona.  
Then on to Holbrook, Arizona, to find the POW-WOW 
Trading Post and the Butterfield Stage Coach Steak 
House.  The rallye then took a beeline east to the 
south entrance to the Petrified Forest and Rainbow 
Desert National Park.  At the Rainbow Forest 
Museum, our trekkers found out that petrified wood 
was found in all states of the continental USA, but the 
descendants of the trees in this park only exist in 
tropical zones of the Southern Hemisphere.  The trek 
continued through the park, where the terrain took on 
the appearance of elephant skin and at one point 
many felt the urge to squeeze.  The park was finally 
 

Continued on Page 4 

Welcome New Members 
 July 
 Claude Smith 
 William & Twila Hopkins 
 Louis & Juliana Horwin 
 David Haynes 
 August 
 Mark & Ranelle Fogelson 
 Don & Donna Brammer 
 Gary Bernard 
 Helmuth Bartold 
 Albert Hernandez 
 Mary Fountis 
 Evan & Bee Bauer 

 September 
 Larry & Mary Spoden 
 Annadean & Mark Smith 
 Mark Carpentier 
 Cathie Calder 

 

 October 
 Hugh & Gwendolyn Aitken 
 Ernie Velasco 
 Larry & Shelia Bryson 
 April Starr 
 Jim Mullin 
 Samuel Sudore 
 Gordon & Charlotte Brown 
 November 
 Patricia Stillman 
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ALL A-BOOAARRD,  DESERT STARS 
 

Our Monument Valley trip last Memorial Day was 
such a huge success and wonderful experience that 
Dick and I have decided to plan another Memorial 
Day extravaganza.  This, again, will be a non-
competitive (read “no rallye”) driving and sightseeing 
adventure. 

Planning is underway and we have already 
reserved 10 rooms for all three nights at special 
group rates.  On Friday, May 28, we will be staying at 
El Rancho Hotel in Gallup, New Mexico (approx. $80 
per room). It is an historic hotel originally owned by 
Ortega’s parents and was frequented by many movie 
stars shooting films in the area, especially in the mid 
1900’s.  Each room is named after a celebrity who 
actually stayed there. We will have a hospitality room 
there with drinks and appetizers and, of course, great 
conversation.  On Saturday morning we hope to 
arrange a tour for the group, or you are free to spend 
an hour or two strolling the downtown area. 

From Gallup we will head up north to Durango, 
probably by way of Chaco Canyon and other notable 
sights, to spend two nights at the lovely Victorian 
Hotel, The Strater Inn (109.00 + tax per room), 
located in the center of town.  For those of you who 
haven’t seen Durango, it is truly a beautiful, bustling 
town. Then on to dinner. 

On Sunday we will board the historic Durango to 
Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad and relax while 
viewing the awesome terrain surrounding us.  This is 
a steam-powered train with vintage coaches and an 
open-air gondola.  It has been in operation since 
1881 and was originally constructed to haul gold and 
silver from the San Juan Mountains. 

Upon arrival in Silverton we will have an opportunity 
to walk the old streets and you can choose a spot for 
lunch or refreshments.  We have arranged the return 
trip on a bus so we can enjoy the different views 
afforded on the “Million Dollar Highway.” 

Provisions permitting, we will open the hospitality 
suite again on Sunday evening before we have dinner 
together.  We will be firming up dinner plans within a 
few months. 

For those of you who have never visited Mesa 
Verde National Park, the sight of many—and the 
largest—cave dwellings in the U.S. it is definitely a 
place you will want to put on your list.  It is an easy 
drive from Durango—about 1 hour, so those of you 
who can afford the time should plan to make the side 
trip on Monday. 

This promises to be a memorable experience for 
all.  At this writing we have 10 rooms booked for each 
night so it is imperative that you send a reservation 
and deposit in as soon as possible to secure your 
spot.  The deposit is $50.00/person to hold space for 
this trip. Guests will make their own room 
reservations after signing up for the trip; prices do not 
include cost of rooms. 

 After we receive your deposit we will contact you 
so you can make room reservations under the Club’s 
group rate.  We may be able to obtain additional 
rooms if we receive enough early reservations, but 
please don’t wait because this will be a busy holiday 
weekend. 

So, to recap:  Trip will include cocktails and 
appetizers Friday night, Saturday breakfast, Saturday 
dinner, Sunday breakfast, round trip train/bus trip 
Sunday, Sunday dinner and Monday breakfast. Costs 
are approximately $175.00 per person excluding 
room costs.  

We’re looking forward to an enchanting holiday 
weekend.  Join us! 

Questions?  Contact Mindy or Dick Sharp @ 480-
661-1325. 

 
Mindy Sharp 

 

Coming Soon 
Desert Stars Defensive Driving Training and Motor-Cross Event 

 
By popular demand, four-time MBCA National 

Driving Champions, Frank and Maryalice Cozza will 
be in town to conduct their Defensive Driving School 
in February, 2004.  The date is tentatively set for the 
21st, but planning is still underway. 

Want to become a safer and more defensive 
driver?  Want your teenager to learn how to avoid 
accidents and drive more confidently?  Want to learn 
the real capabilities of your Mercedes-Benz?  Then 
the MBCA’s Defensive Driving and Accident 

Avoidance Education Course is for you and your 
immediate family. 

Take advantage of this rare opportunity to get in-
car training on accident avoidance strategies.  New 
and inexperienced drivers will especially benefit from 
this professional in-car instruction and hands-on 
closed course experience.  More details should be 
available in the next issue of the Stardust, check the 
section’s website or contact Chuck Stanford at 
(480)585-0786 
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Havasupai’03 (cont’d) 
 

transversed and everyone stopped for lunch at the 
Fred Harvey Trading Company Restaurant. 

The second segment found our rallyers entering 
the Navajo Indian Reservation on a short stretch of 
I-40 East then north on Arizona Route 191.  This 
portion of the Colorado Plateau is around 6000 feet 
above sea level and consists of rolling hills covered 
by chaparral and juniper.  After about 60 miles, our 
travelers reached their destination for this second 
segment, Hubbell Trading Post, a national 
monument.  The rallye participants had the 
opportunity to browse through the oldest continuous 
operated trading post on the Navajo Reservation.  
The post still trades with the Navajo and Hopi 
Indians and has one of the largest collections of 
Navajo Rugs for sale in the world.  It is also a living 
museum of sorts showing how Indian women make 
the highly sought after rugs and how the Indian 
traders lived at the turn of the twentieth century. 

The third segment started with a quick shot further 
up Arizona Route 191 North to Chinle, Arizona, then 
along the 
picturesque 
south rim of 
Canyon de 
Chelly.  The first 
stop on the rim 
was at Spider 
Rock, a 
magnificent 850 
foot tall monolith, 
standing guard 
where the 
Canyon splits 
into three.  
Navajo mothers 
tell their children 
of the spider 
woman.  If 
they’re very bad  
boys  and  girls,  
spider      woman 
will  take  them to          Rallye winners 
the top of the rock John & Marianne Hutchison 
where   she  lives 
and eat them.  Seems like I remember a similar 
story my mother use to tell me a long time ago.  
Returning back to Chinle, the rallyers stopped at 
Whitehouse Overlook.  From this point the 
Whitehouse Ruins, which we visited during our 
Sunday’s tour into the canyon, can be seen.  Then 

back to Chinle and our destination for the night, the 
Garcia Trading Post Holiday Inn. 

With all the rallye paperwork collected, the rallyers 
were free to retire to they’re rooms, shed some of 
the road dust and await the 7:00 P.M. awards 
banquet.  For the Rallyemasters the hard work of 
the day was just starting.  The grading of three 
timed segments, 18 picture clues portion and the 
total rallye mileage had to be completed for each 
team.  Luckily our Rallyemasters are no fools, 
contrary to rumors, and were prepared with a new 
laptop computer and a well planned spreadsheet.  
Within an hour and a half, all was corrected, tallied, 
and everything was ready for the awards banquet. 

At the banquet, the rallyers discussed the travels 
of the day and the missed clues along the way, 
while partaking of dinner.  While dessert was being 
served, Rallyemaster, Franc Horvath introduced 
some surprise entertainment for the evening, Navajo 
performer and storyteller, William Yazzie and his 
two sons.  He told us of the story (history) of the 
Navajo People in word and song, while his sons, 
dressed in traditional and reservation Navajo attire 
demonstrated the dances of their tradition. 

The evening wrapped up with the announcement 
of the rallye winners.  John & Marianne Hutchison 
took first place honors and the tradition Havasupai 
prize of a Kachina Doll.  Second and third place 
went to Chuck & Ava Stanford and Bob Yoder & 
Elaine Petrick, respectively.  Although everyone 
couldn’t be a winner, all did receive prizes, 
graciously provided by Phoenix Motor Company, 
Schumacher European Ltd. and Mercedes Benz of 
Chandler. 

Continued on the following page 
 
 

Stardust On-line 
Register to receive an email when the latest 
issue of the Stardust is posted on the Desert 
Stars’ website.  It’s easy, first go to 
http://www.desertstars.org and click on the 
Newsletter button in the left-hand border. Then 
click on the Email Notification button in that 
page’s left-hand border.  Fill-out the requested 
information and submit the form on-line.  You’ll 
be notified when each issue is posted.  
Remember to keep your email address current.  
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Havasupai’03 (cont’d) 

 With this group, a Mercedes Benz 
          always draws a crowd 

Sunday morning had everyone up early for 
breakfast, anticipating the tour into Canyon de 
Chelly.  Our host for the tour, Leon Skyhorse 
Thomas, loaded 21 of us into two Jeep Wranglers 
and a Mercedes Benz Unimog and off we went into 
the canyon.  Our tour took us to White House Ruins 
in Canyon de Chelly, Antelope House Ruins in 
Canyon Del Muerto and many small ruins, 
petroglyph and pictograms. 

After about four hours we were back at the 
Holiday Inn.  We all gathered up our luggage, 
checked out and found ourselves back on the road 
heading home and looking forward to Havasupai’04. 

A wonderful weekend was had by all, having fun 
with our friends and Benz 

 Rallyers tour Canyon de Chelly in early ‘60s 
   Mercedes Benz Unimog 

Editor Note:  These photographs and others can 
be seen in full size and color on the Desert Stars 
website at http://www.desertstars.org.  Also if you 
have picture taken during Havasupai’03 and would 
like to share them with your fellow members, send 
an email to webmaster@desertstars.org with the 
digital images attached.  If they are prints and you 
don’t have a scanner, we can make arrangements 
to have them scanned and returned to you.  Just call 
the newsletter editor, Rick Stacio at (623) 582-6694.

 

Holiday Party 
December 7, 2003 
Registration Form 

Name(s):   

Address:   

City:     State/Prov.:     Zip:   
Contact Information – 

  Phone No.:        Day     Night 

 and/or (specify day and/or night) 

  Email Addr.:   

Number of People Attending:     Price is $3600 per person. 
 
Make checks payable to Desert Stars, and mail to: MBCA, Deserts Stars 

℅ Elaine Petrick 
6344 E. Cactus Wren Road 
Paradise Valley, AZ  85253 
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Save these Dates 
 

Holiday Party, “The Talking Stick” December 7, 2003 

MBCA’s Defensive Driving & Accident Avoidance February, 21, 2004 

Durango/Silverton, CO, Memorial Day Weekend Trip May 28 – 31, 2004 

 
 

Don’t miss the very special opportunity to 
make a child’s eyes sparkle with the pint-
sized Mercedes Benz CLK Cabriolet Pedal 
Car being raffled off at the Desert Stars 
Holiday Party.  See the front page for 
details. 

 
   Check our web site…       
http://www.desertstars.org 

“Fun with your friends and your Benz” 

 
STARDUST Editor 
3344 W. Taro Lane 
Phoenix, AZ  85027-6157 
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