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Annual Dinner and Business 

Meeting, 
June 8th 

 
We had such an enthusiastic response to the February 
East Valley Day Rallye dinner at The Landmark in 
Mesa, we decided to hold this important meeting at the 
same location.  Please plan to attend this meeting.  
Mark your calendar for Sunday, June 8th, from 11:00 
am to 2:00pm. 
 

We will be electing officers and directors for the upcoming year.  The 
section’s Board of Directors, per the bylaws, has nominated the following 
candidates for office: 
 

President Valerie Olmsted; 
Vice-President Chuck Stanford; 
Treasurer Dick Sharp; 
Secretary Elaine Petrick. 

 
You’ll notice it is the same slate as your current officers.  I think you’ll 
agree, they did such a great job this year, we felt they deserved an 
encore performance.  Nominations for officers and directors will also be 
taken from the floor. 
 
We’ll also be planning our events for this fall and next year.  We’d like 
input from you, our members.  Where would you like to go?  What 
activities would you be interested in having your club organize?  Come 
with your suggestions to help us make this club a success!  We had a 
great schedule this year, including trips, rallyes, dinners and a very 
successful defensive driving clinic.  Many of the events were suggested 
during last year’s meeting. 
 
So join the fun.  Fill out the reservation form on page 4 or on our website 
with your choice of entrée.  Include your phone number and/or email 
address.  Dinners will include a garden salad, potato, seasonal vegetable, 
beverage and dessert.  If you have any questions, call Mindy Sharp at 
480-661-1325.
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   President’s Message  
As we prepare for our annual 
meeting, I can only think that 
it sure doesn't feel like it's 
been a year.  We've had a lot 
of fun on our excursions, 
we've seen some really 
wonderful scenery, and we've 
certainly had some terrific 
meals.  New friends have 
enriched our lives.  New cars 
have graced our lives.  New 
old cars have also graced our 
lives.  Drooling over said cars 
has provided much 
entertainment and we have 
then been reminded of how 
important it is to stay hydrated 
when one lives in the desert!  
Much laughter has been 
shared on our group 
outings...and we have the 
photographs to prove it. 
 

Before our annual meeting in 
June, there will be a road trip 
to Monument Valley.  The trip 
promises to be a fascinating 
one.  If you can make it, you 
won't regret it.  Please take a 
look though this newsletter for 
upcoming events.  The Board 
members have been very 
busy planning fun events (as 
usual).  
 
I spoke with our regional 
director recently; she 
mentioned her efforts to bring 
clubs together to share 
events.  To assist in those 
efforts, we will be including 
trip information as we receive 
it.  For those members who 
really enjoy long road trips, 
this may be the chance for 
which you have been waiting. 

Anyone who has information 
about what other clubs are 
doing is hereby invited to 
share so we may all benefit. 
Please be thinking about 
events you'd like to participate 
in; our annual meeting would 
be a great place to share 
those ideas. Those members 
who attended last year's 
meeting may recall that we 
did active event brainstorming 
that formed our schedule of 
events this past year. 
 
Please plan to attend the 
annual meeting in June. We 
value your participation and 
sincerely appreciate member 
input. 
 
Dr. Valerie Olmsted, 
President 
 

Welcome New 
Members 

 March 
 William & Brenda Smith 
 Robert Labarge 
 Kenneth Evory 

 

 

 
April 
Jesus & Esperanza Melian 
Mark Walker 
Gary & Denene Eagleton 
Rebecca Devaney 
Henry Muranko 
Bob Grieson 

 
Long-time Member and Friend under the Weather 
 
  Anyone slightly active in the 
section has probably met 
Betty and John Pottorff.  
Betty and John have been 
regulars at many of the 
section’s events over the 
past 12 years. 
 
  John has been ill lately, and 
is recovering in a nursing 

home.  He’s expected to be 
back home by the time this 
issue is delivered.  We all 
wish him a speeding 
recovery and our best 
wishes.  Anyone

 who would like to send John 
personal ‘Get Well Wishes’ 
should address them to: 
 

John Pottorff 
2902 E. Cochise Rd 
Phoenix, AZ  85028-3814 
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Havasupai’03 to Trek through Northeast Arizona 
and Canyon de Chelly 

  Mercedes Benz enthusiasts will be trekking 
through the high desert badlands and chaparral of 
northeast Arizona this coming September as part 
of the Desert Stars’ premier rallye event of the 
year, Havasupai’03.  It’s planned for the weekend 
of September 19 – 21, this year, a little earlier 
than usual, since the winters in the high country 
can appear unexpectedly.  This is the 38th 
Havasupai, and as always a fun packed weekend 
is planned. 

  Our journey will start in Holbrook, Arizona.  This 
historic 
railroad and 
cattle town 
is located 
along the 
banks of the 
Little 
Colorado 
River and 
Old Route 
66, The 
Main Street 
of America.  
We’ll visit 
the Petrified 
Forest National Park and its Painted Desert.  
Then it’s north into Navajo country, along the 
northern segment of Arizona’s Coronado Trail.  A 
stop at the oldest continuously operated trading 
post on the Navajo Reservation will offer the 

opportunity to 
browse or 

purchase 
hundreds of 
Navajo rugs 
and many 
pieces of 

Indian jewelry.  There’s also demonstrations of 
rug weaving and a display of how the traders lived 
at the turn of the 20th century.  Continuing north 
we finally reach our destination of Chinle, Arizona 
and Canyon de Chelly, the second largest canyon 
in the United States.  The canyon walls start at 
about 30 feet at the mouth of the Chinle Wash, 
which craved it.  The sheer walls reach a height of 
over 1000 feet in only 15 miles.  They contain 
many cliff dwellings, built by the Anasazi.  There’s 

also an 
abundance of 
pictographs & 

petroglyphs.  
As part of the 
rallye you’ll tour 
the south rim of 
the canyon.  
There’s some 

breath-taking 
panoramas, so don’t forget your binoculars and 
cameras. 

  Saturday evening, after everyone has a chance 
to revitalize and wash off the road dust, we’ll have 
our awards dinner.  As usual, there will be a 
Kachina Doll for the rallye’s first place winner, but 
there will also be many other prizes and surprise 
entertainment. 

  For those who can stick around on Sunday 
morning we have a special treat.  The drive along 
the south rim on Saturday was just a tease.  We 
are arranging for a guided tour into the canyon in 
a Mercedes Benz Unimog, of course.  We’ll visit 
the Antelope house in Canyon Del Muerto and the 
Whitehouse in Canyon de Chelly, which you saw 
from the rim.  The total trip is about 24 miles and 
takes about 3½ hours. 

  If you appreciate the stark beauty of the 
southwest; are an aficionado of the southwest 
Indian culture; or just love driving your MB on the 
wide open road, this adventure is for you.  We are 
still in the planning stages so we can’t quote a 
price right now, but, mark your calendar.  Watch 
for registration and more information in our next 
Stardust newsletter and on our webpage at 
http://www.desertstars.org.  There’s also some 
links on the website to interesting spots we’ll be 
visiting on the rallye, so visit it now. 

  In the meantime, if you have any questions, feel 
free to contact your Rallyemasters Extraordinaire: 

Franc Horvath  – (480) 655-8727, and 
Rick Stacio  –  (623) 582-6694. 

“Fun with your friends and your Benz 
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 WANTED 
 NEWSLETTER EDITOR  
Our club is eager to recruit a volunteer as our newsletter editor.  The club works with a company 
that will provide the printing, folding and mailing service.  The editor must have knowledge of, or 
be willing to learn a desktop publishing program. At the present time, we publish six newsletters 
[6 to 8-pages] a year.  The editor is not responsible for writing copy, just creatively organizing it 
into the newsletter. 
 
If you are willing to contribute to the club in this way, please contact Rick Stacio at his e-mail 
address rstacio@ fastq.com or call him at 623-582-6694. 
 

 
 
 
 

  

Desert Stars Section 
Annual Business Meeting 

June 8, 2003 
 

Name(s):    Section:    
 

Address:   
  

City:   State/Prov:   Zip:    
  
Contact Information -  
   Phone Number:    Day Night 
                                                                                                            (specify day and/or night) 
  AND/OR   

   Email Address:    
  
Dinner Selections:  The cost is $3000 per person 
 

  Prime Rib of Beef:  Mushroom 
Chicken:  Broiled Halibut:  

   
MBCA Desert Stars 
c/o Dick Sharp 
11371 E. Cochise Dr.   

Make your check payable to:  Desert Stars; and 
mail to: 

Scottsdale, AZ  85259   
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Desert Stars First Defense Driving Clinic, ‘A Blast!!’ 
 

[Editor’s Note:  Usually an event volunteers writes 
the article for the Stardust, but this time 
something unusual happened.  We received 
emails about the event from participants.  So we 
thought we’d let one of them tell you what he 
thought.] 
 
I gotta tell ya, I HAD A BLAST!! 
 
This is the first driving event (in fact, the first Club 
event) that I've ever attended. 
 
The March Newsletter piqued my interest with the 
"National Driving Champs to Share their Skills" 
front page. 
 
I want to sincerely thank Frank and Mary Alice 
Cozza (who are indeed, 4 time MBCA national 
Driving Champs) for sharing their knowledge and 
skills with a small, but enthusiastic, (and FAST) 
group of Desert Stars Members, and a few folks 
who were Winter visitors from the Seattle 
Washington MBCA Club. 
 
We started off with some Defensive Driving and 
Accident Avoidance scenarios.  Such as having to 
make a split second decision on a lane change.  
We tested and found out what that shuddering 
was, when you lock up your brakes and let the 
ABS brake systems perform its job.  We weaved 
around traffic cones in a slalom section, and then 
we did a quick brake, and turn, maneuver to 
simulate something falling off a truck in front of 
you on the freeway. 
 
It was very interesting to learn that we normally 
drive at less than 50% of the Mercedes 

automobiles limits.  And, we learned to find some 
of our driving limits. 
 
After a terrific trackside lunch, we helped Frank 
reset the cones into a modified Auto Cross 
layout..  Using hand held stop watches, we were 
able to time our individual runs, and see our 
progress as we gained experience, and 
confidence.  All under the watchful eyes, and 
encouraging assistance of Frank and Mary Alice. 
 
There was a variety of Mercedes models 
represented and everybody took numerous laps, 
trying to improve their own best times.  For those 
that weren't there, and don't know about Chuck 
Stanford's station wagon, I'm not going to spill the 
beans here, just beware, it's a real sleeper. 
 
I can't tell you how much FUN I had and I can't 
wait for you to do something like this again. 
 
Those of you who didn't, or couldn't, make it out 
here, you missed a FANTASTIC event!! 
 
Thanks to everybody that helped set this up.  It 
was Wonderful. 
 
Feel free to edit/use this for the Newsletter, 
perhaps it will help gain support for another event, 
REAL SOON!! 
 
Defensively Yours, 
 
Pete Kunka, President 
Kunka Engineering, Inc. 
Member, Desert Stars Section 
ML 430 
(Personal Best Time: 25 seconds) Whew!! 
 

ATTENTION: MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND 
MONUMENT VALLEY ATTENDEES 

 
  For those who have registered, we will meet on 
Friday, May 23 at 5:00 in the courtyard garden at 
Cameron Trading Post for a welcome and cocktail 
hour.  We will provide wine, beer and soda.  We will 
also have some appetizers.  I would love some help 
with appetizers. 
  Cameron Trading Post is located 54 miles north of 
Flagstaff on AZ State Route 89. 

  We still have two spaces left for this Valley trip on 
Memorial Day weekend. Please refer to the 
December issue of the StarDust or our web site 
http://www.desertstars.org for more information and 
registration.  If you have questions or want to help 
out with appetizer on Friday evening, please call 
Mindy Sharp at 480-661-1325 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

Monument Valley Memorial Day Weekend Tour May 23 – 26, 2003 

Desert Stars Section Annual Meeting - Landmark June 8, 2003 

Havasupai Rallye, Canyon de Chelly September 19 - 21, 2003 

Holiday Party December 7, 2003 

 
 
   

Don’t Forget the Annual Dinner and 
Business Meeting on June 8th at the 
Landmark Restaurant in Mesa. 

 
   Check our web site… 
       http://www.desertstars.org  

  
  
 

“Fun with your friends and your Benz” 
 
 
 

 
STARDUST Editor 
3344 W. Taro Lane 
Phoenix, AZ  85027-6157 
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