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Take It Easy at Havasupai’03 
September 26 – 28, 2003 

Well the planning is complete and the fun is about to start.  That’s right; 
Havasupai’03 is just around the corner.  Your Rallyemasters, Franc 
Horvath and Rick Stacio, have put together a weekend of fun and 
adventure, so get the Benz ready and prepare for the journey through the 
badlands and chaparral of northeast Arizona.  First a couple of changes, 
we’ve moved the date to the weekend of September 26th – 28th.  That’s to 
allow us to book the La Posada Hotel in Winslow, Arizona, for Friday 
night, the 26th. 

Our weekend starts out taking it easy in Winslow, Arizona, at the newly 
renovated La Posada Hotel on Historic Route 66.  La Posada was 

designed by Mary 
Elizabeth Jane Colter, 
chief architect and 
designer for the Fred 
Harvey Company from 
1905 until her retirement 
in the 1950's.  Colter is 
famous for her 
magnificent buildings at 
the Grand Canyon - but 
she considered La 
Posada her masterpiece.  
Frommer's Arizona Guide 

describes it as, “One of the top 5 historic hotels in the state.  The last of 
the great railroad hotels.”  Each of the bedrooms at La Posada is unique. 
All are named after previous famous guests. Furnishings range from 
Mexican rustic to fine antiques and include original pieces from the hotel 
when it was first opened.  As we gather on Friday afternoon there will be 
a mixer setup in the Espresso Bar and Martini Lounge.  After you check 
in, join us.  If you’re looking for something more filling, you should try the 
restaurant.  The Turquoise room is considered by many the best 
restaurant in northeast Arizona. 

If the hotel was the only venue for this weekend, you’d be satisfied.  But 
there’s more.  On Saturday morning, at a civilized hour, you’ll start your 
trek with your fellow Benz enthusiasts, on an adventure which will end at 
the second largest canyon in the United States.  Along the way, you’ll 
become more familiar with the towns of Wilson and Holbrook, Arizona.  
These towns thrived as transportation hubs with first the railroad and then 
Route 66.  Moving cattle back east and people into the west.  You’ll drive 
through   badlands   and   view  the  exposed  fossilized  vegetations  and 

...Continued on page 3 
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President’s Message  
 

Bravo Dick and Mindy Sharp 
for the wonder trip to Monument 
Valley this past Memorial Day 
Weekend.  It was marvelous.  
See the article and picture in this 
issue, if you missed it. 

 
This couple forms the 

backbone of our club.  Not only 
have they taken on the 
responsibility of planning some 
great outings, but they have 
continued to serve on the board 
in various capacities for some 
time now. We truly could not 
have functioned without them. 
Thanks, Dick & Mindy; you are 
greatly appreciated. 
 

As I was swooning from heat 
frustration this past week, I 

vaguely remember our upcoming 
Rallyemaster, Rick Stacio, 
mentioning something about this 
year's Havasupai rallye.   This 
year, we will be journeying to 
Canyon de Chelly in October. 
Rick and Franc Horvath, who is 
sharing the Rallyemaster duties, 
promise a great time, gorgeous 
scenery, and a trip to remember. 
The eager participants will be 
able to take a guided tour to 
areas not usually visited by 
tourists in a Mercedes Benz 
Unimog. 
 

As always, a fun group of 
people will be in attendance, 
making this another memorable 
occasion. I know I have found 
our kindred MBCA members a 

joy to get to know; they are 
interesting, curious, and not at 
all camera shy! At every outing, 
the number of cameras being 
employed is impressive, 
ensuring that one need not 
worry about running out of film --
someone else is sure to get the 
perfect shot. 
 

Our club activities start up 
again in the Fall; if you haven't 
yet joined us, please consider 
doing so this year (and bring 
your camera).  

Please take a look at the 
Havasupai trip information in this 
newsletter and sign up to come 
on out and have fun with us! 

 
Dr. Valerie Olmsted, 
President 

 

Welcome New Members 
 May 
 Paul Cassano 
 Fredrick Psaki 
 Matthew & Karleen Lee 
 James & Dianne Camp 
 Harlie & Kelly Cox 
 Nancy Albright 
 Alan Trachtman 
 Ivan Insua

 

 

 
June 
Don Moranville 
David Mc Intyre 
Mahesh Dharan 
Charles & Marion Kunde 
Gary & Mary Dyer 
Dorothy Solvason 

Stardust Newsletter on Section Website 
 

Did you know that the same newsletter you are 
currently reading can also be found on the section’s 
website, http://www.desertstars.org?  In fact it’s 
posted before the printed copies are mailed out to 
members.  It’s also in color, so you can enjoy the 
full color photography, which often accompanies a 
lot of the event stories that are published.  If you 
have a color printer attached to your computer, you 
can even print your own full color hardcopy version.  
If you are a frequent traveler, you can still get timely 
access to the latest Stardust issue.  Just find a 
computer attached to the World Wide Web and log 
on to the section’s website. 

For the past year, each issue of the Stardust has 
been posted on the section’s website.  To access 
them, just click the Newsletter button on the left-
hand menu of the website’s homepage.  This will 
display the current issue.  Past issues can be 
selected from the left-hand menu of that page. 

On the same left-hand menu you can apply for 
email notification of newsletter postings.  Click on 
the Email Notification button, fill out the 
registration form and we’ll send you an email 
message, whenever a new issue is posted.  Also 
use the same form to change your email address 
(we don’t have any other way of knowing you have 
a new email address). 
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Monument Valley, Another Great Outing for the Desert Stars 
 

During this past Memorial Day Weekend, the 
Desert Stars Section spent the long weekend 
caravanning about the Navajo Indian Reservation.  
On Friday evening everyone gathered for a mixer at 
the Cameron Trading Post and Lodge on the west 
side of the reservation, about 45 minutes northeast 
of Flagstaff, Arizona.  On Saturday we formed up 
for an unhurried drive to Monument Valley with 
stops along the way to view fossilized dinosaur 
footprints, to shop at a trading post in Tuba City, 
and to view Anasazi cliff-dwelling at the Navajo 
National Monument. 

We arrived at the Goulding’s Trading Post in the 
early afternoon with plenty of time to relax and 
take-in the spectacular view of Monument Valley 
from our rooms at the Lodge.  The trading post was 
established in 1916 and has hosted the movie 
crews of many feature films using Monument Valley 
as a backdrop.  That evening, our Navajo guides 
took us into Grazing Horse Canyon for a cookout of 
steak or chicken, corn on the cob, cowboy beans 
and Navajo fry bread.  Dinner was completed and 
we loaded into the trucks just before a late evening 
dust storm struck.  It made for an adventurous ride 
back to the lodge. 

On Sunday morning we again loaded into the 
tour trucks and with our Navajo guides went on a 
four hour tour of the Valley and its backcountry.  
Our guides pointed out many of the unique 
geological formations and gave us a brief lesson on 
how  they  were  formed and what they mean to the 

Navajo People.  We also visited a ‘Hogan’, the 
tradition dwelling of the Navajos and saw a 
demonstration of Navajo rug weaving. 

On Monday morning we all faced the long drive 
back to Phoenix, but it went by quickly while we 
reminisced about our wonderful weekend 
adventure.  Many thanks to Mindy and Dick Sharp 
for another wonderful and enjoyable event. 

For more pictures of our Memorial Day excursion, 
see pages 4 and 5.  To see all the pictures in color, 
visit our website @ http://www.desertstars.org. 

 

Take It Easy at Havasupai’03 (cont’d from Page 1) 
 
mineral deposits uncovered by the eons of eroding 
wind and water.  In the comfort of your Benz, you’ll 
enter Navajo land and drive the rolling hills of the 
high desert 
covered with 
chaparral.  
You’ll visit the 
longest 
continuously 
operating 
trading post 
on the 
reservation, 
view how the 
traders lived 
at the turn of 
the twentieth 

century, observe Navajo Rugs being woven and 
see one of the largest collection of Navajo Rugs.  
There are literally thousands, and if you’re so 
inclined, they’re for sale.  Finally, you’ll reach our 
destination, Canyon de Chelly, and drive the south 
rim.  Make sure you have your camera and 
binoculars; the shear canyon walls and panoramas 
are breath-taking. 

Our Saturday evening accommodations are part 
of the historic Garcia's Trading Post located in the 
heart of the Navajo Nation Reservation.  After 
everyone has had a chance to revitalize and wash 
off the road dust, and the Rallyemasters have 
tallied the rallye results, we’ll have our awards 
dinner.  As usual, there will be a Kachina Doll for 
the  rallye’s  first place winner, but there will also be  

...Continued on page 6 
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We gather at Cameron Trading Post on Friday. Everyone’s ready on Saturday morning. 

  
The MBs wait patiently while everyone explores 

dinosaur footprints. At Navajo Monument 

  
Not to many motel rooms come with sunrise views 

like this one. Everyone gets their camera ready. 
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Everyone takes in the mittens. Our mode of transportation. 

  
Bob claims Indian Fry bread expanses to 10 times its 

volume in your stomach. What’s everyone looking at? 

  
What’s up there? Could this be it? 
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Take It Easy at Havasupai’03 (cont’d from Page 3) 
 
many other prizes and surprises. 

The drive along the south rim on Saturday was 
just a tease.  Based at our hotel is Canyon de 
Chelly Tours.  
Operated by 
Leon Skyhorse 
Thomas, he 
conducts tours 
into the canyon 
in a Mercedes 
Benz Unimog.  
If you can stick 
around on 
Sunday 
morning, the 
total trip is 
about 24 miles 
and takes 
about 3 ½ 
hours.  It 
includes a visit 
to the Antelope 
house in 
Canyon Del Muerto and the Whitehouse in Canyon 
de Chelly, which you saw from the rim during the 
rallye.  Your rallyemasters have taken this tour and 
highly recommended it.  The tour is $4500 per 
person cash or $4725 per person if paying by credit 
card.  If you’re interested in the tour, indicate your 
interest on the reservation form.  Other options for 
exploring the canyon floor are hiking and horseback 
guided tours.  There is a trail down to the 
Whitehouse Ruins from the south rim.  The 
trailhead was at one lookouts we stopped at on the 
rallye.  This trail is the only way non-Navajos are 
allowed into the canyon without a guide. 

This year we are trying something new; at the 
request of many of our members, we are making 
the rallye optional this year.  For those of you who 
only want to join us for the festivities and not the 
competition, there’ll be a $2500 discount on the 
couple price of $34000.  This price includes 
accommodations for both Friday and Saturday 
nights.  Please indicate on the registration form any 
special room preference you may desire.  We can 
not promise them but the hotels will try their best.  
Breakfast for both Saturday and Sunday mornings 
is included.  On Saturday morning you’ll choose 
from a special menu in the Turquoise Room.  On 
Sunday morning you’ll be treated to a breakfast 
buffet in the Garcia Restaurant.  Lunch and dinner 
on Saturday are also included.  Since you’ll be 

traveling in some rather remote areas, the 
Turquoise Room chief will be preparing us gourmet 
box lunches for the rallye.  Your selections are: 

x Thinly sliced cold Roast Prime Rib of Beef 
with a red skinned potato salad, horseradish 
cream, sliced beefsteak tomato, red onion, 
mustard and mayo. 

x Grilled and chilled fresh Salmon Steak with 
a basil pesto aioli and a cucumber, bean 
and jicama salad with roasted fresh corn. 

x Grilled and chilled marinated breast of 
chicken with spicy tomatillo, green chili 
sauce, Penne Pasta salad with tomatoes, 
peppers, jicama and corn. 

x For vegetarians – Potato salad, cucumber 
and bean salad, pasta salad and steamed 
fresh asparagus. 

All the above come with dinner rolls, butter and 
a chocolate hazelnut brownie. 

Your selections for dinner at the Rallye Award 
Banquet are: 

x A 12oz. tender cut of herb roasted Prime 
Rib of Beef served with au jus and 
horseradish cream. 

x A combo of a half rack of BBQ Baby Back 
Ribs and a BBQ Chicken Breast. 

x Apple glazed Pork Chops served with apple 
sauce. 

The dinner selections are all served with a 
garden salad with house ranch dressing, fresh 
seasonal vegetables, bread loaf and butter, 
Coffee or Tea, a choice of different potatoes or 
rice, and dessert. 

Please indicate your selections on the 
registration form 

Not included in the $34000 is the guided tours into 
the canyon on Sunday.  If you are planning to take 
the tour, please indicate on the registration your 
intensions so the tour operator will be prepared to 
handle everyone.  Also not included is the per car 
entry fee for the park we will transverse during the 
rallye, since the National Park Service will not allow 
us to prepaid the $1000 fee.  For those of you over 
62 years old, you may want to look into getting a 
Golden Age Pass from the National Park Service.  
This provides a lifetime entrance pass for the same 
fee you will pay during the rallye.  See the park 
services webpage @ 
https://buy.nationalparks.org/golden.asp. 

Also as an incentive for you procrastinators out 
there,   we   are offering   a   $1500   discount,  if  we 



August 2003 The StarDust Page 7 of 8 
receive your registration and full payment by 

August 31, 2003.  So don’t wait for the last 
minute to register.  All registrations and payments 
must be received by September 20, 2003. 

If you’re planning to join us, fill-out the register 
form below or go to our section website @ 
http://www.desertstars.org for additional information 

and to on-line register.  You’ll also find links to 
some of the interesting places we’ll visit during the 
rallye. 
 
Hope to see you in Winslow, Arizona. 
Your Rallyemasters, 
Franc Horvath & Rick Stacio 

Havasupai’03  --  Trek to Canyon de Chelly 
September 26 – 28, 2003 

Registration Form 

Name(s):     Section:   

Address:   

City:     State/Prov.:     Zip:   
Contact Information – 

  Phone No.:        Day     Night 

 and/or (specify day and/or night) 

  Email Addr.:  
 

Number of People Attending:   
   Price is $34000 per couple, contact your Rallyemasters for any special pricing. 
 
Are you participating in the Rallye?    (Yes/No) 
If no, subtract $2500 from the $34000 price.  If yes, please describe your car 

Rallye Car – Model:      Year:   
 
Gourmet Box Lunch Selections (enter # of lunches in each box) – 

 Prime Rib:   Salmon:   Chicken:   Vegetarian:   
 
Awards Dinner Selections (enter # of entrees and potato/rice selections in each box) – 

 Prime Rib:   BBQ Ribs & Chicken:   Pork Chops:   

 Baked Potato:   Garlic Mashed Potatoes:   

 Roasted Baby Red Potatoes:   Wild Rice Pilaf:   
 
Room preferences:  King or Doubles / Smoking or Non-Smoking / Restricted Access / etc. 

 
 
Are you planning to go on the Sunday Canyon Tour?    (Yes/No) 
The cost of the Canyon Tour is not included in the package price. 
 
Are you early registering (before Aug. 31, 2003)?    (Yes/No)   
If yes, subtract $1500 from the price. 
 
Make checks payable to Desert Stars, and mail to: MBCA, Deserts Stars 

Ə Rick Stacio 
3344 West Taro Lane 
Phoenix, AZ 85027 
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Save these Dates 
 

Havasupai Rallye, Canyon de Chelly September 26 - 28, 2003 

Holiday Party December 7, 2003 

 
 
 
Congratulation to Dr. Phil Lufty, 
a Desert Star Section Member, 
for his success at Fashion Island. 

 
 
   Check our web site… 
       http://www.desertstars.org  

  
  
 

“Fun with your friends and your Benz” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
STARDUST Editor 
3344 W. Taro Lane 
Phoenix, AZ  85027-6157 
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