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It may go down as the wettest 
Havasupai in recent memory, but 
the 37th version of the Desert Stars’ 
annual classic will be better 
remembered for its fun rallye, 
elegant awards banquet, and the 
warmth of the MBCA members and 
guests involved in making the 
weekend such a success. 
 
Friday evening found rallye teams 
from Southwest Region sections 
meeting at the Los Viajeros Inn in 
the laidback cowboy town of 
Wickenburg. Bob Yoder and 
Elaine Petrick teamed with the 
Levinsons to provide ample food 
and drink for Friday’s reception.  
Old and new friends traded 
strategies well into the evening on 
how to deal with what dastardly 
rallyemasters Chuck and Ava 
Stanford had in store for the 
weekend. 
 
No one was more in the spirit than 
‘hospitality mistress’ Roberta 
Grahm at Los Viajeros who donned 
several costumes in support of the 

rallye and provided clues to 
observant members. 
 

 
 

Rallyemaster Stanford and Ms. 
Grahm 

 
Saturday morning dawned with a 
hint the weatherman would not be 
a very good sport – surely jealous 
he couldn’t be along for the 
excitement.  Following local 
landmarks and a few obscure 
roadside curiosities. 
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Participants on Friday evening preparing for the Rallye 
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President’s Message 
 
For those who didn’t make it to 
Havasupai, you missed a great 
time.  Chuck and Ava Stanford put 
on a great rallye and enjoyable 
weekend.  Efforts like this make 
this club work.  It’s the reason I 
volunteered to serve as the 
section’s President this year.  
Since I very much enjoyed our 
outings and the people in our club, 
it seemed I should put in my time 
on the board.   
 
If there is some event or regular 
gathering that you would like to 
have become part of this club, let 
us know! The Desert Stars Section 
Board of Directors cares very 
much about providing the most 
interesting and enjoyable events 
possible. 
 
We have several ‘encore’ events 
planned for the year, starting with 
our annual Holiday party in  
 

 
 

December, the Barrett-Jackson 
Classic Car Auction in January, a 
local day rallye in February, 
Kartchner Caverns in March, 

Monument Valley in May, and our 
annual meeting in June.  In 
between we will have new member 
socials, gourmet outings, single’s 
cocktail gatherings and car clinics.   
 

 
 

Further details on some of these 
events are included in this issue; 
the others will be in upcoming 
issues. The latest plans and 
registration are on our website at 
http://www.desertstars.org.   
 
We always have great fun at these 
activities; please plan to join us at 
one or more soon. 
 
We appreciate those who step up 
to help out with the various 
preparations required for each 
event.  Our club is an all-volunteer 
effort--if we are to continue, we 
need members to help out. Those 
members currently serving on the 
board (excluding myself) have 
served in that capacity for many 
years and have continued to 
provide wonderful events. Many of 
those members have had drastic 

changes in their lives recently, 
making it difficult to continue with 
their duties. We now have 3 
vacancies on the board due to 
illness and death.  Please contact 
me or another board member if 
you might be able to fill any of the 
open positions. (My number is 
480.325.4490.) 
 
We meet just once monthly, 
discuss the best way to get the job 
done, and then go enjoy the 
events.  If you’re not sure, why not 
stop by at a board meeting.  We 
meet the third Tuesday every 
month at Spinatos Restaurant, 227 
S. Smith Rd., Tempe, at 6:30 PM.  
 

 
 

Call to let us know if you plan to 
attend and to get directions.  Come 
see what it’s all about and enjoy 
some real Chicago-style pizza with 
us. 
 
Dr. Valerie Olmsted  
President  
Desert Stars Section, MBCA 

 
 

Welcome New Members 
 
September 
Barry Strachan 
Mario & Vera Orellana 
Jon Shepherd 
C. Michael Blair 
David Barnhart 
Dee & Bud Cloniger 
Walter & Cheryl Kelley 
Stacey & Duane Kutsch 
 

 
 

 
October 
Howard Welcher 
Debby Adjemian 
Edward Norris 
Brian & Mary Holohan
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 HOLIDAY PARTY 2002 

 
COME ONE, COME ALL! 

Sunday, December 1st 11:00 a.m. 
 

The holiday season is right around the corner and 
it’s time to put the Desert Stars Holiday Party on 
your agenda. This is Mindy Sharp and Elizabeth 
Holland’s 4th Annual Holiday Party so they’re 
getting good at it!  They received many positive 
compliments on our event last year so it will be at 
the same place  - The OrangeTree Golf Resort.  
The champagne buffet was scrumptious!   
 
For those who did not attend last year, brunch will 
be held outside in the Pavilion area - all the way 
to the back of the facility - adjacent to the golf 
course.  There is a no-host bar for those who 
might want a yummy Bloody Mary.  Yes, it is 
outside so bring your sunglasses and a wrap in 
case the weather is cooler.   
 
The weather was wonderful last year so we hope 
for the same this year.  If weather isn’t good, we’ll 
have an interior back-up room that will be in the 
“foyer” - an anterior room to one of the large 
ballrooms.   

We are planning gifts, door prizes and a raffle.  
We hope to see those of you that come to this 
event exclusively as well as those that come to 
several events throughout the year.   
 

 
 

The OrangeTree Golf Resort is located at: 
 
    10601 N. 56th Street, Scottsdale 
 
The entrance to the resort is on the East side of 
56th Street [north of Shea Boulevard].  Be careful 
to turn into the Resort not the townhomes on the 
same property.  Valets at the entrance can guide 
you to our location.  
 
The cost is $37 per person.  Complete and mail 
the registration form below.  Sign up now!   
 

Reservations for this and other events may be made at Desert Stars  
web site; checks must be mailed as shown:   

 
HOLIDAY PARTY - December 1, 2002 

  
Name(s)  ______________________________      _____ 
 
Number of Reservations @$37 per person __________ x $ 37 =  $     
 
Make check payable to “Desert Stars” and mail to:  

Dick Sharp, Treasurer    
11371 E. Cochise Drive   
Scottsdale, AZ  85259-4930   
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Barrett-Jackson Shoe Leather Rallye 
 
It’s time once again for the Barrett-Jackson Classic Car 
Auction and Exposition!  Join us in a day of marveling 
over the wonderful machines of yesteryear and today.   
 

   
 
With your discounted hospitality ticket (general public 
tickets are now $25), you will have access to the “West 
Wing” of the Main Auction Pavilion where the 

Showcase Cars are displayed.  This area is not open 
to the general public yet will be available to us.  
  
This year dinner will be at WestWorld‘s Monterra 
restaurant on the Auction grounds.  We will have 
access to the patio beginning at 11 a.m.  Desert Stars 
guests will be able to take a break and relax 
throughout the day.  A no-host bar will open at 5 p.m. 
with dinner beginning at 5:30 p.m.   
 
Details on the afternoon Rallye and the dinner menu 
will be in our next newsletter and on the web site 
http://www.desertstars.org in early December. 
 
Contact Larry or Sharon Levinson for information at 
480.614.0920 or ljlev@earthlink.net. 

 
Barrett-Jackson Classic Car Auction – January 18, 2003 

 
Name(s)               
 
Number of Auction Tickets       x $17  = $      
 
Number of Dinner Tickets       x $48  = $      
  
Number of Auction and Dinner Tickets     x $60  = $     
 
Make check payable to “Desert Stars” and mail to:  

Dick Sharp, Treasurer    
11371 E. Cochise Dr.    

                                                          Scottsdale, AZ  85259-4930 
 
 
More Havasupai participants… 
 

 
 
Ladies from the Roaring 20s’ – Ruth DeLucchi, 
Marianne Hutchinson and Valerie Olmstead 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Judy Abrams, ‘Turk’ Konuk, Kathy Reynolds and 
Don Abram 
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…Havasupai, continued from page 1

The observant and insightful also 
solved the rallyemasters’ puzzles, 
scoring points toward the evening 
prizes.  A scheduled stop in Skull 
Valley gave everyone a chance to 
see the local country store, virtually 
unchanged for most 
of its 86-year history.  The roads 
and scenery were beautiful and the 
rain held off until lunch. 
 
By noon, most rallyers were at the 
famous Palace Restaurant and 
Saloon, site of many a gunfight 
during the days of Wyatt Earp and 
Doc Holiday.  Over lunch, eager 
competitors compared notes and 
debated the finer points of obscure 
directions and creative 
wordsmithing.   
 
The afternoon route was a more 
leisurely, though stormy, cultural 
and historical tour of Prescott 
(“Preskit”) stopping at Ruger 
Firearms and Phippen Museum, 
with an exhibit by American artist 
Gary Ernest Smith. 
 

 
 

Rallyemasters Chuck and Ava Stanford 
 

Saturday evening everyone was at 
the landmark Hassayampa Inn, 
enjoying cocktails and dinner in the 
restored magnificent art-deco hotel.  

With Halloween and the Inn’s 75th 
Anniversary just around the corner, 
creative members and guests 
dressed in period attire and the 
banquet was reminiscent of 1927 
when patrons attended the Inn’s 
grand debut.   
 
Desert Stars President Valerie 
Olmstead and mother Ruth 
DeLucchi won the costume 
contest and took home a special 
prize.  [see picture on page 4]  
 

 
 

Rob and Karen Stepp 
 
Traditional Indian Kachina trophies 
went to the top three places in the 
rallye.  Bob Yoder and Elaine 
Petrick won first place, while Don 
and Ann McGrath took second 
and Dick and Brenda Warneka 
claimed a close third.  There were 
also door prizes for all, and each 
rallye couple received M-B key 
chains and a framed picture with 
their favorite vehicle.  
 
John Csupick for years has 
watched taillights serving as 

‘sweep car.’ He received a special 
appreciation award made by the 
rallyemaster from an M-B taillight 
donated by “Tri-Star Pete” 
Gannon. 
 

 
 
John Csupick and Donna Friedman 
 
Following breakfast Sunday in the 
Hassayampa’s Peacock Dining 
Room, members and guests visited 
Prescott’s famous ‘Whiskey Row’ 
or set off to explore more of 
Arizona’s beautiful red-rock 
scenery and ponderosa pine 
forests before heading home. 
 
Special thanks go to M-B dealers 
Phoenix Motor Company and 
Schumacher European, Ltd. who 
generously provided gifts and 
prizes, and to the staffs of the Los 
Viajeros and Hassayampa Inns for 
their warm hospitality and superb 
service.  All helped assure a first-
class memorable and fun event for 
everyone attending! 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Happy Winners and their 
Kachinas - (L to R) 
Don & Ann McGrath (2nd), 
Bob Yoder & Elaine Petrick 
(1st) and Dick & Brenda 
Warneka (3rd)
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Rallymasters Chuck & Ava Stanford congraulate 
Havasupai winners Bob Yoder & Elaine Patrick 

 
 

Jeanne & Dick Jensen

 

KARTCHNER CAVERNS ONE MORE TIME!!!
 
Plans are underway for another trip 
to Kartchner Caverns, an event 
requested by some members at our 
Annual Meeting in June.  The 
Sharps have purchased 32 tickets 
for Saturday, March 15, 2003, at 
10:00 and 10:20 a.m. 
 
Sixteen rooms are reserved at the 
Sonoita Inn Bed and Breakfast for 
Friday evening, March 14.  The 
rooms are discounted for us at 
$115; that includes wine and 
cheese on Friday night and 
breakfast Saturday morning.  
Members who stayed there before 
said it was a real treat. 

The Sharps may lead a caravan 
from the Caverns to Gammon’s 
Gulch for lunch and a tour.  
Although we were there for our 
rallye two years ago, none of us 
were able to have the full tour.  We 
might even be able to rustle up a 
little “walking rallye” if you are 
interested. 
 
If you haven’t yet made the trip to 
Kartchner Caverns, it is a 
wonderful experience.  It is 
probably one of the most beautiful 
and impressive wonders of our 
state.  And, it is well worth a return 
visit if you’ve already been. 

Please reserve your tickets by 
sending in the reservation form 
today.   
 
The Cavern tickets are $20 each.  
After your reservation is received, 
you will be contacted and given the 
Inn’s information so you can make 
your own room reservations.   
 
If we decide to go to the “Gulch,” 
the cost will be about $12-$15 per 
person and will be collected later.  
Call the Sharps with any questions 
you may have; their number is 
480.661.1325.

 
KARTCHNER CAVERNS - March 15, 2003 

 
Name(s)               
 
Number of Tickets @$20 Each      
 
Will you be staying at Sonoita B&B on 3/14?      Yes          No 
 
Are you interested in having lunch in Gammon’s Gulch at $12-$15/person?     Yes     No 
 
Make check payable to “Desert Stars” and mail to:  

Dick Sharp, Treasurer    
11371 E. Cochise Dr.    

                                                               Scottsdale, AZ  85259-4930 
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MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND IN MONUMENT VALLEY 
 
We are finally taking the long-discussed road trip to 
Monument Valley and have scheduled it for a long 
weekend because of the distance. 
 
For those of you who want to leave on Friday and stay 
closer to our final destination, 12 rooms are reserved for 
Friday, May 23, 2003 at Cameron Trading Post, about 
50 miles east of Flagstaff.  The Sharps stayed there 
and deemed it a perfect place for a Club event—the 
rooms are spacious, the dining room has beautiful 
views, there is a great “trading post” and museum, and 
there is a very pretty garden where we could 
reconnoiter for a social hour. 
 

 
 
The following day we will drive to Monument Valley and 
stay at the Indian Lodge, Gouldings, that is located in 
the Park.  You will be free to travel the 17 mile scenic 
loop around the Valley open to the public, visit the 
Goulding museum or see the complimentary slide 
show.  On Saturday evening, we will be transported to a 
cookout in the Valley to watch the sunset and be 
treated to Navajo entertainment. 
 
On Sunday, we will have a tour of the Valley (about 3-
1/2 hours) and can decide what time would be best.  

The tentative plan would be to start at 8:00 a.m. so if 
some of you wish to return home on Sunday evening, 
you would be free to do so.  However, if all of us stay on 
Sunday night we might want to make it a little more 
leisurely.  The tour is fabulous; it enters restricted areas 
and takes us to ruins and rock art and a Navajo Hogan 
for a rug-weaving demonstration.  Mindy Sharp has 
taken this tour and declared the sights magnificent. 
 
At the present time, 12 rooms are held at Gouldings for 
May 24 and May 25.  Fifteen additional rooms are held 
at the Anasazi Inn in Tsegi, about 10 miles west of 
Kayenta and about 20 miles from the Valley’s entrance, 
just in case we require extra accommodations.  We 
need to take reservations immediately to make final 
arrangements.  Some of the activities require a 
minimum of 20 people, so if we have your reservations 
soon we will be able to schedule our activities.   
Reservations will be limited.  Please send in your 
deposit to hold your place.  The $100 per person 
deposit will cover:  a 3-1/2 hour tour with a Navajo 
guide, the cookout on Saturday evening (steak, chicken 
or vegetarian) and breakfast on Sunday morning.  You 
will make your room directly after you have reserved 
your spot with Desert Stars.  Rooms at Gouldings will 
be approximately $140 per night; Cameron Trading 
Post is about $95-105, and the Anasazi Inn, in Tsegi 
Canyon, is approximately $65. 
 
This will be and incredibly beautiful and fun weekend.  
Now that the Sharps have done the planning, how 
about helping make it a big success? Please fill out and 
send your reservation form to Dick Sharp.  If you have 
any questions, please don’t hesitate to call Dick or 
Mindy Sharp at 480.661.1325. 

 
MONUMENT VALLEY MEMORIAL DAY FLING  - May 2003 

 
NAMES                 
  
NUMBER IN PARTY     x $100/Person =  $      
 
RESERVATIONS FOR      FRI (5/23)       SAT (5/24)          SUN(5/26) 
 

                GOULDINGS                     ANASAZI INN    
 
Make check payable to Desert Stars and send to:             

Dick Sharp 
11371 E. Cochise Drive 

Scottsdale, AZ 85259-4930 
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Upcoming Events: 
 
Holiday Party at the OrangeTree Golf Resort  December 1, 2002 

Barrett-Jackson Shoe Leather Rallye     January 18, 2003 

Kartchner Caverns Trip      March 14 – 15, 2003 

Monument Valley Memorial Day Weekend Tour May 23 – 26, 2003 

Desert Stars Section Annual Meeting    June  2003 

Havasupai         September or October 2003 

 

 
 
Congratulations to the Havasupai award winners 
– Bob Yoder & Elaine Petrick, Don & Ann 
McGrath and Dick & Brenda Warneka!  
Actually we were all winners as we had a great 
weekend and learned a lot about the Wickenburg 
and Prescott areas and history.  
 

Check for the latest information on our web site… 
www.desertstars.org  

 

“Fun with your friends and your Benz” 
 
 
 

 
STARDUST Editor 
13162 E. Jenan Drive 
Scottsdale  AZ  85259-3600 
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