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CALENDAR 

Holiday Party, Sat. Dec. 12 

Board meeting Mon. Jan. 11 

Lunch, Sun. Jan 17 

Coffee and tour of Coachwerks, Feb 20 or 21 

New Models and Technology, Sun 20 March 

V .I. Motorsport Park, half day, late April 

Interior detailing, Sun. May 15 

Annual picnic, Sun. Jun. 26 

MBCA Regional tour, Jul. 8-10 

Motor Gathering, Sun. Aug. 21 

Tech talk: Intelligent Drive, Sun. Sep. 18 

Oktoberfest, Oct. date TBA 

Annual Meeting, Sun. Nov. 6 

Holiday dinner, Dec date TBA 

Many of these dates are still tentative.  

 

 

Section Officers 

President: Bob Wilson 
Vice-President: Jamie Graham 

Secretary: Hazel Ostrowerka 
Treasurer: Rob Watson 
Membership: Jeff Cohen  

Newsletter: Bob Wilson 
Website: vacant 

Dealer Ambassador, Victoria: Dennis 

Ostrowerka 
Dealer Ambassador, Nanaimo: Barry 

Patchett 
Director at Large: Ron Drane 

Hon. Vice President: Peter Trzewik 
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Coming Events 

Saturday, December 12: Christmas Lunch 

We’ll meet for a no-host lunch at the Med Grill 

(click), 4512 West Saanich Road, at 1:45 pm.  Our 

reservation is for 2 but you might want to come 

early; parking in the main lot could be tight. We have 

to provide numbers to the restaurant so please let 

Hazel Ostrowerka know if you plan to attend by 

noon December 5th (click). 

Sunday, January 17: Lunch and Annual Awards 

This event will take place at a venue still to be 

determined in the Capital Region, at about 1 pm. 

Mark your calendar now; details will follow. 

The Section’s annual awards (see below) will be 

presented at this lunch.  

 

The Craft Brewery Tour Recap 
A small but enthusiastic group of beer aficionados met at Three Point Motors on November 14th for a tour of 

Three Craft Breweries.  

After lustfully gazing at the eye-candy in the showroom, we set out on foot in acceptable, almost-raining 

weather. We started with Driftwood, moved on to Hoyne, and then went to Vancouver Island Brewery. The 

group consensus was that Hoyne was the taste winner.  

Craft breweries have arrived. Digg.com, that bellwether of modern trends, says the US is opening 1.9 new craft 

breweries per day. I’m left wondering—who drinks Bud Lite today? 

Member Discounts 
Do you know about the discounts available at the dealerships in Nanaimo and Victoria? 

Parts and Service: Three Point Motors and Mercedes-Benz Nanaimo offer discounts to MBCA members on 

service and regularly-priced parts: 10% for vehicles up to six years old, and of 15% for vehicles six years and 

older. Use your Club membership card to claim this discount at your first visit. Thereafter, the information 

should be in the database. MBCA-VI provides periodic roster updates to both dealerships.  

Other dealerships in Canada and the USA may also offer discounts. I keep my membership card in the glovebox 

in case the car needs servicing while I’m away from home.  

New Vehicles: A discount is available from Mercedes-Benz Canada Inc. when you buy a new vehicle. The 

amount varies depending on model but is typically in the range $500-$1,500. This money comes through the 

Fleet program at MBCI and has been negotiated by the MBCA National office. You’ll need your membership 

Welcome New Members! 

John & Shawn Straw – Victoria – 01 SLK320 

James Troy - Victoria 

Deborah Ward – Victoria  

Renewing Members! 

Evelyn & Peter Braunschmidt – 15 GLK250, 13 

 Smart e, 03 SL55, 83 380SL 

Philip Early – 00 CLK320, 10 S450 

Alan MacTier 

Jeffrey Smith – 03 C230, 03 C320, 08 ML320 

David & Pauline Stephen  

Leo Vanderven 

 

Thank you! 

http://medgrillroyaloak.com/
mailto:hnd.ostrowerka@shaw.ca?subject=Christmas%20lunch
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card to claim it.  

 

Section Awards 
Vancouver Island is pleased to announce the Section award recipients for 2015: 

Member of the Year: Ron Drane. Ron led a strategic planning exercise that resulted, amongst other things, in 

having a speaker at this year’s AGM. Ron receives a plaque from MBCA National Office. 

Most Events Attended: Rob Watson. The Section held 13 events in 2015 and Rob was at 8 of them. An 

honourable mention goes to runners-up Cathy Leblanc (last year’s winner), Ron Drane, Lou & Cathy Hobson, 

and Hazel & Dennis Ostrowerka. Rob receives the Enthusiast’s Trophy and a $100 certificate from Three Point 

Motors.  

Sustained Contribution: long-time Board members Hazel & Dennis Ostrowerka. Hazel has filled the Secretary’s 

position since the Section’s very first meeting in 1999. Dennis manages our ongoing relationship with Three 

Point Motors and has also been looking after member gifts and prizes. Hazel & Dennis receive the Chemainus 

Trophy and a $100 certificate from Three Point Motors.  

Stargazing 

2017 E-Class  

The W212 has been on sale since the 2010 model year. The next generation E-Class (W213?) was spotted on 

the road in Europe at the beginning of November. Less boxy than our W212 E, the new model looks like a 

smaller version of the current S class. Both the front and back ends confirm that MB is moving the design 

language of the S down-range.  

  Photo: Autonews.com 

Base power is expected to come from a new straight-six engine coupled to a nine-speed automatic. More gears 

are good for fuel economy but in mainstream brands have led the transmission to ‘hunt’ under steady load as it 

continuously optimizes its gear selection. This issue can be resolved with software and it will be interesting to 

see how MB deals with it.  

The new E-Class is expected to debut at the Detroit Auto Show in January. It will be the first E to ride on the 

MRA architecture, which debuted on the W205 C-Class and also underpins the GLC (September 2014 issue). The 

http://www.autonews.com/article/20151103/OEM04/151109978/2017-mercedes-benz-e-class-borrows-styling-cues-from-s-class-flagship
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new platform helps make the car lighter and torsionally stiffer, and allows extensive automation and 

alternative power-trains.  

The suite of sensors and cameras is being upgraded to 23: 12 ultrasonic, 4 multi-mode radar; 4 cameras 

(including one facing backwards in each outside mirror); a long range, forward-looking radar; a multipurpose 

stereo-camera at the top of the windscreen; and a sensor for steering column position. The automation 

package is expected to expand the implementation of Intelligent Drive, including a remote, self-parking feature 

that works in conjunction with a smartphone app. The Section is planning to host a speaker next September to 

de-mystify Intelligent Drive for us consumers.    

GL  GLS 

The GL becomes the GLS for the 2017 model year, on sale here sometime next spring. The badge change is 

accompanied by a facelift to the exterior and interior. The name change is intended to indicate that this is the 

S-class of SUVs, but the GLS is less gadgety than its sedan sibling. Daimler says that distronic, blind-spot assist 

and lane-keeping are all optional.  

A new instrument panel and steering wheel and a touch pad on the console of the upcoming E.   Daimler photo 

2017 SL 

The R231 SL-Class is now three model years old. MB showed a face-lifted version with redesigned front and 

back ends at the Los Angeles Auto Show last month. The grille appears to have acquired a matrix of diamonds 

behind the star-and-bar, a feature that seems already to be controversial over at MBWorld.com. The air intakes 

under the front bumper are aggressive. The front light units are new and contain active LED headlamps as 

standard. Photos show the car in brilliant blue, a new colour presumably aimed at a younger audience (see this 

year’s June and November issues). The instrument cluster will continue the classic two-tube look. User-

adjustable, fully dynamic shock absorbers with “curve tilting” will be an option.  
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An AMG-Line SL500   Daimler photo 

Under the hood, Europe, and maybe we Canadians, will see a twin-turbo V6 (3 litres) with 365 hp. The SL500 

has a 4.6 L V8 with 455 hp, 6 more than the pre-facelift version. Both these engines will be coupled to the new 

9-speed automatic. The CO2 emissions are 175 g/km for the V6 and 205 g/km for the V8. Compare these 

numbers to the EU’s compliance limit of 95 g/km, the required fleet average for all new cars in Europe by 2021. 

Europe’s complicated compliance formula gives the SL a small break because it’s relatively large and heavy, but 

meeting the EU standard will require a big step in MB’s next generation.  If you aspire to one of these powerful, 

luxurious roadsters new, without a hybrid drive-train, the next few years could hold your last opportunity.  

The facelift will come available some time next summer as a 2017 model. There will also be V8 and V12 AMG 

variants.  

Valmet Automotive 

The GLC (formerly the ML) has been made at MB’s 

assembly plant in Bremen since production started in July. 

With the growing popularity of larger vehicles, sales 

threaten to exceed production capacity. While Bremen will 

continue to be the main assembly plant, an additional 

supply will come from the contract manufacturer Valmet, 

located in Uusikaupunki, Finland. This plant has been 

making extra volume of the A-Class since 2013 and the 

company also provides MB with convertible roof systems. 

Uusikaupunki  assembly line      photo: jeptron.com 
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Valmet has plants in Finland, Germany and Poland.  

Boosting a Ride 

Daimler is piloting a program in the Silicon Valley that picks up the children of MB customers after school and 

ferries them to soccer practice or whatever is the next item on the kids’ agendas. The program is targeted at 

affluent families where both parents work and are squeezed for time during after-school activities. The 

company has set up a service called Boost, which uses Sprinter vans at a cost to parents of $20 a ride. Parents 

can track the whereabouts of the vans and their kids with a smartphone app.  

Push, or Visit the Dealer? 

We’ve all grown accustomed to updating our devices over the internet. Computers, tablets, smartphones all 

provide updates as frequently as daily to improve the users’ experience, keep us safe, and add capabilities. We 

can opt in or out, depending on how we’ve set up the device’s operating system, or maybe the updates happen 

automatically in the background without us being particularly aware.  

Updating vehicle software is different. Despite their more-than-decent internet connectivity, we have to visit 

the dealer. Tesla drivers don’t. Their software updates are pushed to the vehicles’ hardware, allowing the cars 

to participate in a program of continuous development. Why doesn’t MB do that? Why do we have to visit the 

dealer for updates? Why can’t nav system databases, for example, be kept current over the vehicle’s internet 

connection?  

Alexander Schaab, who works in MB’s active safety and driver assistance group, provided two elements of an 

answer in a lengthy interview with High Gear Media (click). His first concern is security. The vehicle’s operating 

systems, especially, must be as immune as possible to hacking. Internet firewalls are imperfect protection 

when so much is at stake. The exchange of data between the nav system and some features of Intelligent Drive 

makes the integrity of updates more critical than it was when the nav system stood alone.  Schaab also 

suggested that the company prefers to sign off on a design as it heads out to production and to “focus its 

resources on adding new features to new models”. That’s the numbers game at work.  

Losing Weight? 

Weight being the enemy of fuel economy, engineers everywhere have been busy finding ways to reduce the 

mass of new vehicles. MB boarded this train several years ago and our new cars increasingly incorporate lighter 

materials than the old ones. The net sum is not always as it should be, however. The W205 C-Class is made 

with high strength steel and aluminum, about 48% aluminum. In its base European specification it weighs 1310 

kg (2888 lbs.), 100 kg less than the base W204. Unhappily, the C300 we buy here is another 349 kg heavier, still 

about 50 kg more than our W203 C230 from 2003. The extra lightness in materials, design and technology is 

being offset by growth, automation, and new features.  

I looked this up because I’ve read that Cadillac’s new, top-of-the range sedan, the 2016 CT6, is made of 11 

different materials and is expected to weigh 1680 kg (3700 lbs) (click). That would be less than an E400 by 

about 180 kg (400 lbs), a significant amount. The Cadillac features aluminum-to-aluminum welds, replacing the 

rivets used by other manufacturers. The CT6 competes notionally with the S-class but Cadillac says that it will 

be the lightest not only in its own class but the one below it as well. And that would seem to be the case.  

 

http://www.motorauthority.com/news/1099027_2017-mercedes-benz-e-class-to-expand-safety-self-driving-self-parking-capabilities/page-2
http://www.autonews.com/article/20151110/BLOG06/311119999
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The Back End 
 A look at the fortified Intelligent Drive coming with the 2017 E-Class (click).  

MB is moving the production of AMG V12 engines from Affalterbach to Mannhei m (click). 

Ten facts you probably didn’t know about the 600 ‘Grosser’ (click). 

The MB Classic Centre in Stuttgart has a few cars for sale, some apparently from the museum (click). Sports Car 

Digest describes the new Classic sales initiative (click). 

It’s been reported that a self-driving Audi RS 7 can lap Sonoma Raceway quicker than it could be driven by a 

professional driver. Not true, as Road and Track learns (click).  

Driving.ca has several tips if you’re putting a classic away for the winter (click). 

Still learning: Google’s self-driving car was pulled over for doing 24 mph in a 35 zone (click). 

Really cool new pedestrian wait signal in Lisbon (hat tip Christo Pandelidis; click) 

“El Maestro”, Juan Manuel Fangio, at work in the car with which he won the 1955 World Championship (click; 

hat tip to Mike McBride). Despite the Ferrari badges, it was designed and raced first as the Lancia D50, Lancia’s 

final effort in Grand Prix racing. Don’t miss the footage at this link of the famous “demonstration run” in 1978 

in which a 66-year old Fangio, this time in an MB W196, raced Jack Brabham in Australia. Was Brabham 

stroking it?  

Nissan is running Leaf prototypes with a new lithium-ion battery (higher power density) good for a 300 mile 

(500 km) range. “I don't think anybody envisions today a future without the electrification of cars.” Nissan CEO 

Carlos Ghosn: (click).  

Land Rover is ending production of the Defender after 30 years of facelifts (click). Still no touchscreen, no 

airbags (so no sales in North America after 1998), no Bluetooth, no phone port, and still powered by an anemic 

4-cyl. diesel. I think that leaves the G-Class as the only surviving body-on-frame SUV, though there might be 

another in China.  

 

 

 

 

The classic MB 600 ‘Grosser’.     

photo: roadandtrack.com 

http://www.motorauthority.com/news/1099027_2017-mercedes-benz-e-class-to-expand-safety-self-driving-self-parking-capabilities/page-2
http://media.daimler.com/deeplink?cci=2706267
http://www.roadandtrack.com/car-culture/classic-cars/a27483/10-little-known-facts-about-the-mercedes-benz-600/
http://alltime-stars.com/fahrzeuge/
http://www.sportscardigest.com/mercedes-benz-museum-enters-sales-arena/?awt_l=O9KZQ&awt_m=JlYWfWbY8es.C0
http://www.roadandtrack.com/car-culture/a27200/819-roa-2015-12-01-the-analysis-man-vs-machine-67-5/
http://driving.ca/porsche/auto-news/news/storing-your-car-for-the-winter-follow-these-eight-tips
http://www.roadandtrack.com/new-cars/car-technology/news/a27333/google-self-driving-car-pulled-over-for-going-too-slow/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SB_0vRnkeOk&feature=share
http://www.petrolicious.com/9-juan-manuel-fangio-quotes-worth-living-by
http://www.autonews.com/article/20151116/OEM05/311169970/next-gen-leaf-more-tech-despite-low-sales?profile=1657&cciid=email-autonews-carsconcepts
http://www.autonews.com/article/20151124/COPY01/311249999/land-rover-defender-ends-70-year-run-ferrying-farmers-and-royals?profile=1657&cciid=email-autonews-carsconcepts

