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CALENDAR 

Board Meeting, Mon. Nov. 9 

Craft Brewery Tour, Sat. Nov. 14 

Annual Party, Sat. Dec. 12.  

More information about upcoming events is 

inside.  

The Board will develop a draft calendar for 2016 

at its next meeting. 
 

Section Officers 

President: Bob Wilson 
Vice-President: Jamie Graham 

Secretary: Hazel Ostrowerka 
Treasurer: Rob Watson 
Membership: Jeff Cohen  

Newsletter: Bob Wilson 
Website: Kevin Carle 

Dealer Ambassador, Victoria: Dennis 

Ostrowerka 
Dealer Ambassador, Nanaimo: Barry 

Patchett 
Director at Large: Ron Drane 

Hon. Vice President: Peter Trzewik 
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Coming Events 

Monday, Nov. 9: Board Meeting 

MBCA-Vancouver Island’s executive meets 

periodically in the boardroom at Three Point Motors. 

All meetings are open to members to attend and 

agendas are available by request. The next meeting 

is at 5 pm November 9. 

Saturday, Nov. 14: Craft Brewery Tour 

This will be a walking tour of Hoyne, Driftwood and, 

if we have enough energy left, Vancouver Island 

Brewery. Craft beer has arrived—even Anheuser-

Busch has bought a craft brewery—and these three 

fall into the range of small, maybe a bit bigger, and 

perhaps too large.  

They’re all within walking distance of Three Point 

Motors. Because the smaller breweries want to get 

us out of the way before their normal busy period, 

we’ll meet at Three Point at 12:45. It’s a regular day 

at the dealership, so please don’t take up all the parking in the lot.  

Attendance is limited to the first 14 people to tell me they’re coming (click).  

Saturday, December 12: Christmas Lunch 

We’ll meet for a no-host lunch at the Med Grill (click), 4512 West Saanich Road, at 1:45 pm.  We have to 

provide numbers to the restaurant so please let Hazel Ostrowerka know if you plan to attend by December 

4th (click). 

 

 Summer BBQ Recap 
Our annual summer BBQ was hosted in bright sunshine by Ron Drane and Donna Stein at their property on 

Trevor Island. Eighteen members and guests caught the early morning ferry to Saturna Island, where Ron and 

Donna met us for a tour of Saturna, stopping for pictures at the scenic lighthouse on East Point. We convoyed 

back to Lyall Harbour, where Ron and Donna ferried us across to their island property in their boat.  

Some people sat on the deck and talked, some went inside to help out, and the rest started a round of bean-

bag golf on Ron’s 10-hole course. Lunch was a delicious choice of barbecued steak, salmon garnished with 

shrimp, various salads and desserts. Donna and her crew of assistants put on a spread enjoyed by all.  

After lunch, people repaired variously to the pleasures of cleanup, conversation and the insistent bean bags. 

Prizes were presented to Ron—low gross but we all suspect he’d been practicing—and Cathy Graham, who 

won for what we indifferent golfers like to call the best score.  

A big thank you to Ron and Donna, who put in a lot of time and effort to make sure we enjoyed ourselves.  

Welcome New Members! 

John & Shawn Straw – Victoria – 01 SLK320 

James Troy - Victoria 

Deborah Ward – Victoria  

Renewing Members! 

Evelyn & Peter Braunschmidt – 15 GLK250, 13 

 Smart e, 03 SL55, 83 380SL 

Philip Early – 00 CLK320, 10 S450 

Alan MacTier 

Jeffrey Smith – 03 C230, 03 C320, 08 ML320 

David & Pauline Stephen  

Leo Vanderven 

 

Thank you! 

mailto:wilson@telus.net?subject=Craft%20Brewery%20Tour
http://medgrillroyaloak.com/
mailto:hnd.ostrowerka@shaw.ca?subject=Christmas%20lunch
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Photo: Maureen Rivers 

Annual Meeting Report  
(article and photo by Barry Patchett) 

Twenty-two members of the Vancouver Island Section attended the AGM at the Travelers’ Lodge in Duncan, 

including new member Deborah Ward, welcomed at her first event. The “meet and greet” started at 11:30 and 

the AGM at 12:00. 

Rob Watson chaired the meeting in the absence of President Bob Wilson. He started by giving a summary of 

the past year’s events and the state of our finances, which is sound. The slate of executives voted in included 

the addition of Jamie Graham as Vice President and Kevin Carle as webmaster. Future events were discussed 

and included suggestions for a few new ones, including a possible Sunshine Coast tour and also an Island tour 

sponsored by Hagerty Insurance. Stay tuned! 

The main event was a presentation of Hagerty Insurance for classic and other vehicles by Nigel Mathews. 

Hagerty is the largest insurer of valuable vehicles, with over 1 million insured. The company attends many car 

shows every year, including the Motor Gathering in Sidney. Since ICBC cancelled their classic vehicle assured 

value plan, Hagerty is the only option. They have been in Canada since 2009, starting in Alberta and B.C. and 
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are members of the Historic Vehicle Association (HVA). Ten percent of their Roadside Assistance program goes 

to an Education Fund, including scholarships to MacPherson College’s vehicle restoration program.  

There are several classifications of 

vehicles covered, including Antiques, 

Classics, Street Rods and others. 

Antiques and Classics must maintain 

originality, including sound systems, so 

be careful of modifications. Street Rods 

and the like are obviously treated 

differently. Good features of the assured 

value program include choosing your 

own repair shop regardless of labour 

rate, or do it yourself and get paid. The 

rate may have to be negotiated! 

Deductible levels are varied from $0 to 

$25,000, with the optimal choices in the 

$100-200 bracket. There is also a multi-

vehicle option to save some premium 

money. 

A bonus at the end of the presentation 

was a photo tour of Jay Leno’s garage 

and storage area, which is not open to 

the public. The collection features many 

Duesenbergs and Lamborghinis, but no 

Ferraris. Many of the cars are beautiful 

to see and some are beyond ugly. A few 

even had summer and winter 

exchangeable bodies! There are also 

many motorcycles, including one that is 

powered by a helicopter engine.  Jay has 

many American muscle cars, often 

modified with engines of monstrous 

displacement and uncountable 

horsepower. The helicopter-engined bike 

gets about 200 metres per litre of fuel 

and managed to melt the side panel of a Japanese import car that stayed too close too long. A gift to Nigel 

from the Section was a fine ending to an enjoyable AGM (that is no longer an oxymoron!). 
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Stargazing 

E-Class Sport Edition 

MB has announced a special edition of the E-class coupe and cabriolet. Called the Sport Edition, the cars will 

feature unique interior treatments and an optional bright blue paint that will be used only on this trim level. A 

V8 engine with 408 hp will be available for the E500.  

Daimler’s press release says that Mercedes-Benz will equip all its E-Class coupe and cabriolet models with 

comprehensive smartphone integration using Apple CarPlay (for iPhone users) and MirrorLink for Android. The 

implementation of CarPlay supports telephone, navigation, listening to music, receiving and sending SMS and 

emails, and Siri voice control. 

This implementation will include Live Traffic Information for vehicles equipped with COMAND Online and 

Garmin® MAP PILOT. 

Expansion at Tuscaloosa 

Daimler has announced an expansion of the MB assembly plant in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. It will include a new 

body shop, enhancements to the SUV assembly area and upgraded logistics and IT. Ground for the Tuscaloosa 

plant was broken in 1995 and production of the ML started there in 1997. The R-Class was added in 2005, the 

GL in 2006, and the W205 C-Class sedan for the North American market in 2014. Production of the R-Class was 

outsourced this summer to U.S. contract manufacturer AM-General in Mishawaka, Indiana, to free production 

capacity for SUVs. The latest expansion is geared towards the next generation of SUVs, including hybrids. 

The New Look of Luxury 

Journalists have recently been directing our attention to the new, smaller offerings from mainstream luxury 

brands like Mercedes-Benz, Audi and BMW. You’ll find a link in The Back End to an article which discusses how 

these three brands plan to increase sales without compromising their traditional exclusivity. Exclusivity is worth 

a great deal of money in an industry where the profit margins for luxury vehicles are significantly higher than 

they are for mainstream nameplates. Thanks in part to a spate of new, entry-level luxury models, which include 

small crossovers, the North American market for luxury cars is growing at twice the pace of the industry 

average.  

Occupying the apex of luxury and exclusivity, Maserati, Bentley, Lamborghini and Rolls-Royce are all planning 

crossovers. A new demographic has entered the market for high-end vehicles. People who have made their 

fortunes young are influencing brands as exclusive as Rolls-Royce and Bentley. These companies now offer 

bright, non-traditional colours on their models (a lime green Rolls, for example) and are bringing more 

aggressive styling to the market to satisfy people who want something different and bold to show off their 

success. 
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The new trend: a candy apple Rolls-Royce coupe shown recently in California. The company calls this colour St. 

James Red. When was the last time you saw suicide doors on a new car?    Photo: autonews.com 

A New Ownership Model 

Daimler is getting serious about its foray into the car sharing business. Daimler owns Car2Go, whose shared 

Smart cars are a regular 

sight all over Vancouver. 

Our carless daughter 

and family, who live 

there, have a Car2Go 

membership as well as 

one in Modo, a 

Vancouver based 

organization which 

offers a non-profit, 

cooperative ownership 

model.  

 

Photo: Stephanie Wiebe, 

cbc.ca 
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Car2Go operates in several urban centres around the world. Its basic idea is to make personal transportation 

available only when needed. Usage is charged by the hour but the rate is more than competitive with 

mainstream car rentals for a quick round trip. Car2Go’s biggest drawback, limited interior space for moving 

things, is about to disappear. The photo above was taken in late September at the lot of an MB dealer in 

Calgary. In the back row are a dozen B250’s, all wrapped with the distinctive logo of Car2Go. 

The B-Class is certain to go for a higher hourly rate than the Smart. However, it’s considerably more practical 

for the average renter wanting to bring something home from the shop that is awkward to carry on transit.  

Car-sharing programs offer an alternative ownership model that appeals to many. Among car-sharing’s 

advantages are a tiny investment up front, no depreciation, no direct finance charges, no servicing hassles, no 

need for a home parking spot and, especially, a car pretty much when and where you want. People like my 

daughter and family, who live in a city with bike lanes and decent public transit, can pay just for what they 

need on a convenient monthly bill. Having taken a cautious test drive with the Smart, Daimler seems ready to 

push harder on the accelerator.  

The Back End 
Dieter Zetsche muses about some transformational effects of automation; hat tip to Mike McBride (click) 

A thought-provoking article on luxury brands highlighting the tension between sales growth and exclusiveness: 

http://europe.autonews.com/article/20150907/ANE/150839993  

A time sink for any classic car enthusiast: Jay Leno’s garage, currently featuring the MB C111 (click) 

Indian auto manufacturer Mahindra is close to purchasing the iconic Italian design house PininFarina (click) 

Ethicists ponder the ‘me or you’ decisions autonomous vehicles will make; hat tip to Stan Garrod (click) 

 

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/E/EU_FRANKFURT_AUTO_SHOW_CONNECTED_CAR?SITE=AP&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT&CTIME=2015-09-16-06-37-05
http://europe.autonews.com/article/20150907/ANE/150839993
http://www.nbc.com/jay-lenos-garage
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2015-09-08/mahindra-said-to-be-close-to-purchase-of-designer-pininfarina
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/computers-could-decide-who-lives-and-dies-in-a-driverless-car-crash-1.3297177
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.  

Daimler showed a vehicle called the Concept IAA (Intelligent Aerodynamic Automobile) at the Frankfurt Auto 

Show in September. With the touch of a button, or automatically at 80 km/h, the car increases in length by 39 

centimetres to be an "aerodynamics world champion", according to Daimler’s release. As a result, the drag 

coefficient drops to 0.19. "Front flaps in the front bumper extend by 22 mm to the front and 20 mm to the rear, 

improving air flow around the front end and the front wheels arches; the Active Rims alter their cupping from 

55 mm to zero; and the louvre in the front bumper moves 60 mm to the rear, improve the underbody air flow". 

The IAA is powered by a gasoline-electric plug-in hybrid engine that has an electric range of 66 kilometres and a 

top speed of 250 km/h. There is no word on if or when this concept will ever hit production.         Daimler photo.  


