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George Washington Carver 
National Monument Road Trip 

 
May is a beautiful time for a road trip to Joplin, 
Missouri. Gary and Linn Reusswig have 
offered to host a wonderful day trip to the 
George Washington Carver National 
Monument in Diamond, Missouri; lunch will 
follow in Joplin at the Rib Crib.  The park has a 
walking trail and an Interpretation Center 
honoring the life and works of George 
Washington Carver (1864-1943).  We will be 
guided by a park ranger.  Each participating 
vehicle will receive one free booklet about the 
life of George Washington Carver.  These are 
provided by the Reusswigs, so please do not 
purchase one at the visitor’s center. 
 
 
When 

March 14, 2011 
9:45 AM at Monument 

(8:30 AM if caravanning)  
 

Where George Washington Carver 
National Monument 

Diamond, MO 
 

RSVP Kathy Menold 
Menold1@att.net 

479-756-6798 
 

After lunch we have the option of visiting 
Fletcher Mercedes dealership and possibly Tri-
Star Auto.  If you are interested in touring Tri-
Star, please let Kathy Menold know by May 
9th.  Tri-Star is the premier Joplin Mercedes 
Benz Mechanic (also doing work on BMWs, 
Jaguars, etc.)  We can also make a trip to the 
famous candy factory in Joplin or to the 
Sandstone Gardens.  The Downstream Casino 
is also nearby. 
 
For those of you coming from the south, we will 
meet at the Sonic in Bella Vista on 71B at 8:30 

AM.  Please join us, if you’d like to caravan to 
the park.  
 

Activity Schedule 
 
8:30 AM Arrive Sonic on 71B in Bella Vista 

(if joining the caravan) 
 

9:45 am Arrive at the George Washington 
Carver parking lot. 
 

10:00 am Assemble at the Interpretation 
Center for a ranger guided tour 
along the walking trail. 
 

11:05 am Return to the center for a self-
guided tour of the center’s 
exhibits.  There are artifacts, 
dioramas, a film, and a gift shop. 
 

12:15 pm We will re-group and head out to 
Joplin for lunch at the Rib Crib 
BBQ Restaurant. 
 

12:30 pm Arrival at the Rib Crib for lunch 

 

 

A Taste of the Mother Road 
 Route 66 Tour and More 

 
Jeff and Denise Klepac with the Kansas City 
Mercedes Benz Club and Kathy and Joel 
Menold with the Ozark Mercedes Benz Club 
are co-hosting  a Route 66 tour from 
Springfield, MO to Grove, OK.  Jeff and Denise 
Klepac have crafted a fine itinerary touring the 
back roads of Missouri, Kansas, and 
Oklahoma.  
 
The Kansas City members will start the event 
in Springfield, Missouri on Friday, June 10th 
and drive toward Joplin during the day.  The 
night will be spent in Joplin after site seeing 
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and attending a drive-in movie in Carthage, 
Missouri.   Members of the Ozark Section are 
welcome to join on the 10th in Springfield; 
however, there will be a group from the Ozark 
Section that will meet the Kansas City Section 
in Joplin on Saturday, June 11th.   During the 
day on Saturday, the entire group will drive on 
to Miami, Oklahoma to spend Saturday night at 
the Holiday Inn Express.   
 
 Jeff and Denise are also going to film our trip.  
There will be a $20.00 registration fee for the 
expense of the filming and music set-up to 
provide each car with a marvelous DVD 
memento. 
 
When June 10, 11, and 12, 2011 

 
Where Route 66: Joplin, MO to Grove, OK 

RSVP Kathy Menold 
Menold1@att.net 

479-756-6798 

Details are being finalized, but a block of 12 
rooms has been reserved at the Holiday Inn 
Express in Miami, OK with a rate of $88 plus 
tax.  If you are planning on making the trip 
please contact the Holiday Inn Express at 918-
542-7424 and give them the password 
―Mercedes‖.  Hotel reservations need to be 
made by May 28th; the hotel includes a 
breakfast bar.  Once you have made your 
reservation please let Kathy and Joel Menold 
know you plan to stay. 
 
This is going to be a great event from Joplin to 
Grove…. the Baxter Springs, Eisler Brother Old 
Riverton Store, Galena Museum, March Arch 
Rainbow Bridge, Mickey Mantle’s Birth Home, 
Coleman Museum, lunch at Waylan’s Ku-Ku 
Hamburgers, dinner at El Carvario home 
cooked Mexican Food, Darryl Starbird 
Museum, Har-ber Village… and to end a 
fabulous trip, dinner in Pittsburg, Kansas at 
Chicken Annie’s.  Bring your appetite! 
 

 

Interested in joining MBCA? 
 

Membership Expiring? 

1.800.637.2360 
www.mbca.org 

 

2011 Loyalty Rewards Program 
 

This is to remind you about the 2011 Loyalty 
Rewards Program. Get $1,000 off the price of 
your next Mercedes-Benz. Being and staying a 
member of the Mercedes-Benz Club of 
America has its privileges. Members of the 
Club who have enjoyed 12 consecutive months 
of membership or longer without lapse, and 
who are current members today, qualify for the 
NEW Loyalty Rewards Program offered by 
Mercedes-Benz USA to Mercedes-Benz Club 
of America members only.  Go to 
www.mbca.org for details. 

 
MBCA Ozark Section Newsletter – published every two months, is the official 

newsletter of the Ozark Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America. 

 

Opinions – Opinions expressed are those of the authors and not necessarily 
those of either MBCA or the Ozark Section. Neither MBCA nor the Ozark 

Section endorses products or services but may, as part of our informational 
activities, allow them to be cited in articles and notices. 

 

Trademarks – The trade names and trademarks “Mercedes-Benz”, 

“Mercedes”, and the three-pointed star in a circle are owned by DBAG and 
are authorized for use by its licensees which include MBCA, exclusively. 

 

Reprints – Reprinting original material herein is permitted if a proper 

attribution (source, including date of issue) is shown. 

 

Advertising – We welcome advertisers whose subject matter is relevant to 
MBCA or of interest to members of the Ozark Section. Advertising runs for 

one year (six issues) starting with the March /April issue. MBCA members 
may place a classified ad for free providing that ad is Mercedes specific. No 

inference should be made that products or services advertised herein have 

been approved by the MBCA/Ozark Section board of directors or this 
newsletter editor. 

 

Articles and Submissions – Copy should be emailed to the editor by the 10th 

of the month prior to the next issue. For example, submissions for the 
July/August issue should be received by the editor by June 10th. The editor 

reserves the right to edit all material; submission of material constitutes 

permission to edit and publish that material. No assumption should be made 
that the editor has authenticated any information in materials submitted. 

 
 
 

mailto:Menold1@att.net
http://www.mbca.org/
http://www.mbca.org/
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On the Road Ahead 
Submitted by David Jones, Section President  

 
In our Mar/Apr newsletter, I continued this 
column’s focus on plans and future activities. I 
outlined the events we’ll enjoy this year and 
briefly discussed some documents you’ll 
encounter that are required by the club’s 
National Business Office (NBO) and its new 
insurance carrier, Lockton Motorsports. The 
present column elaborates the four main 
impacts those requirements have on each of 
us. This is not entertaining but is absolutely 
essential for all of us to know and abide by. At 
the end, I introduce a related innovation. 
 
The first impact is that our newsletter editor 
now includes in each issue a ―Terms of 
Participation‖ agreement you should read prior 
to coming to any event, and, if you bring 
guests, ask them to read it, too. I asked the 
NBO if having the agreement in our newsletter 
satisfies their requirement to provide it in an 
event’s registration materials. To my relief, they 
said it does. No one has to sign it, so it’s 
sufficient for the following types of events: 
Dealership, Welcome New Members, Tech 
Session, Holiday Party or Social, and Business 
or Board or Membership meeting. The host of 
an event of any type, including the ones below, 
should bring a copy of the agreement for 
someone to read who has not done so. Piece a 
cake. 
 
The second impact is that you and your guests 
will be asked to sign a ―Release of Liability‖ 
form if the event is one of the following types: 
Caravan, Drive and Dine, Parade, Rally, or 
Tour/Drive. The host of one of these events 
should have everyone sign the form prior to 
starting and not allow anyone who does not do 
so to participate. The Deitzes did this prior to 
the March event’s caravans and said it was 
easy. 
 
The third impact is that the section president 
must submit an ―Insurance Request Form‖ to 

the NBO thirty days prior an event if it is one of 
the following types: Acceleration Run, 
Autocross, Time Trial, Fun Run, Race Track, 
Driver Education, Defensive Driving, Car 
Control, Car Show, and Concours. The host of 
one of these events should confirm that the 
section received the insurance certificate and 
ask anyone who wants to either participate or 
observe to sign the ―Release of Liability‖ form. I 
did those two things in November prior to our 
autocross and defensive driving event. It was 
painless. 
 
The fourth impact is that anytime there is an 
―incident‖ at any event that could lead to a 
claim being filed the section president must 
submit an ―Incident Reporting Form‖ to the 
NBO within 24 hours. The consequence for 
you is that, if you might be a claimant due to an 
incident, be sure you provide the section 
president full details. Otherwise, insurance 
coverage could be denied. May we never, ever 
need this. 
 
While I was in the caravan for our March event 
at Hot Springs, it occurred to me we need a Tip 
Sheet for that fun activity because it’s one we 
enjoy often and will repeat at least six times 
this year. Those who participated in the April 
event to Tulsa that was hosted by the Altmans 
said it was quite useful. We’ll keep refining it, 
so let a board member know your suggestions. 
Yours could help all of us keep our proud 
vehicles between the ditches on the road 
ahead. 

 

 
 

Welcome New Members 
 
John Baker Holiday Island 
Tom Duchene Bella Vista 
Kieth Folck Rogers 
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Anniversaries 
 
Charles and Fran Boyd May 29 
Lois and Bob Zimmerman June 3 
Al and Ginny Gulseth June 17 

 
Birthdays 

 
Todd Graff May 2 
Don Baker May 6 
Mary Marks May 10 
Neva Harvey May 17 
Klaas Voerman May 17 
Lin Reusswig May 20 
Jeri Voerman June 3 
Ken McCurdy June 10 
Vicki Johnston June 4 
Jan Sweitzer June 30 

 
 

 
 
 

Who’s Who? 
 

Ozark Section MBCA, Inc. 
2007 OAK HILL DR 

SPRINGDALE, AR 72762 

 
Officers, Directors and Committee Chairs 

President David Jones 
479.756.6943 

joneshafer@sbcglobal.net 

Vice-President 
Events Chair 

Kathy Menold 
479.756.6798 

menold1@att.net  

Secretary Kathy Retzlaff 
479.248.1442 

rkretzlaff@cox.net 

Treasurer Jim Deitz 
479.756.2149 
rhdjd@att.net 

Regional Director 
Charles L. 
Boyd 

580.255.4040 
cl.boyd@sbcglobal.net  

Past President Robin Retzlaff 
479.248.1442 

rkretzlaff@cox.net 

President Emeritus Vern Sutter 
479.855.6854 

benzz99@cox.net 

Membership Chair Larry Altman 
479-527-6812 

larwan@cox.net  

Technical Chair Roger Shuler 479.521.8383 

Director, 
Newsletter Editor 

Paul 
Springmann 

407.721.7184 
Paul_Springmann@hotmail.com 

Director-at-Large Joel Menold 
479.756.6798 

menold1@att.net 

Director, 
Advertising Chair 

Don Baker 
479.203.0900 

dg.baker@cox.net 

Hospitality Chair Becky Deitz 
479.756.2149 
bhdjd@att.net 

 
 

2011 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 

National MBCA 

Date Event Location Contact Phone 

May 21-24, 2011 Gemutlichkeit 2011 Mansfield, OH Sue Morrison 330.673.7885 

Jul 23 -26, 2011 StarTrack 2011 Pittsburgh, PA Dave Fabyonic 724.327.7361 

Aug 17-21, 2011 Star Trails 2011 Ouray, CO Charlie Bennett 719.576.9737 

Aug 19, 2011 
2011 Legends of the 
Autobahn: West Coast 
Summer Concours 

Carmel Valley, CA Laura Simonds 650.592.7613 

Sep 24-30, 2011 
 

2011 Lake Huron Mille 
Driving Tour 

St. Claire, MI 
Ron Harshman 
 

312-337-5186       
 

  

mailto:joneshafer@sbcglobal.net
mailto:menold1@att.net
mailto:rkretzlaff@cox.net
mailto:cl.boyd@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rkretzlaff@cox.net
mailto:benzz99@earthlink.com
mailto:Paul_Springmann@hotmail.com
mailto:menold1@att.net
mailto:bhdjd@att.net
http://www.mbca.org/contact/contact-member?uid=44140
http://www.mbca.org/contact/contact-member?uid=42955
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Ozark Section MBCA 
Date Event Location Contact Phone 

May 14, 2011 
George Washington Carver 
National Monument 

Joplin, MO Kathy Menold 
479.756.6798 

menold1@att.net 

Jun 1, 2011 
Ozark Section Board 
Meeting 

Springmann  Home David Jones 
479.756.6943 

joneshafer@sbcglobal.net 

Jun 10, 11, 12, 
2011 

Route 66 Tour and More 
w/ Kansas City Section 

Springfield, MO – 
Grove, OK 

Kathy Menold 
479.756.6798 

menold1@att.net 

Jul 16, 2011 Membership recognition 
Al and Mary Marks 
Home, Bella Vista 

Al and Mary 
Marks 

479-876-5219 
marksfishinghole@hotmail.com 

Aug 5, 2011 Naturals Baseball 
Arvest Stadium, 
Springdale, AR 

Ruth Shafer 
479.756.6943 

joneshafer@sbcglobal.net 

Sep 10, 2011 
Eureka Springs Antique 
Auto Festival 

Eureka Springs, 
AR 

Dane and Diane 
Paulsen 

(479) 253-7650 
diane@kcrealty.net 

Oct 15, 2011 
Elections and event 
brainstorming 

Queen Wilhelmina 
State Park or 
Mount Magazine 

Joel and Kathy 
Menold 

479.756.6798 
menold1@att.net 

Nov (tba), 2011 Tech Session MB of NWA Don Baker 
479.203.0900 

dg.baker@cox.net 

Dec (tba), 2011 Christmas Party Bentonville, AR 
Mickey and Beth 
Hickman 

479-254-0826 
mickbeth@cox.net 

 
MBCA Ozark Section travel to Philbrook Museum 

Submitted by Larry Altman 

 
MBCA Ozark Section members traveled to Tulsa on Saturday, April 23rd for lunch and a tour of 
the Philbrook Museum.  The outing began with breakfast at the Springdale Cracker Barrel before 
the small band set out, braving the elements of pouring rain and severe thunderstorm warnings.  
 
The bad weather blew over just in time for their arrival at the Philbrook, where the neighborhood 
glowed with flowering azaleas, dogwoods, and other spring bloomers. After lunch at La Villa, the 
museum restaurant, the group had a guided tour of the museum, featuring the American 
Streamline Design exhibit.  A walk down memory lane for many baby boomers, the exhibit 
included artifacts commonly viewed in the homes of our grandparents back in the 1930s and 40s.  
The tour included a historical tour of the former residence and views of the extensive gardens of 
Waite Phillips, founder of Phillips 66.   
 
In 1926 a Kansas City architect, was hired to design an Italian Renaissance villa on 23 acres on 
the edge of Tulsa.  This impressive home was completed in 1927. In 1938 Waite Phillips surprised 
Tulsans with the announcement of his gift of the 72-room mansion and surrounding 23 acres of 
grounds as an art center for the city of Tulsa.  The home is now one of America's finest art 
museums. The Italianate architecture, lavish marble fireplaces, and ornately decorated ceilings 
add to the building’s interest and speak of the original beauty of the residence. The integrity of the 
original residence remains intact while later additions to the facility and gardens complete this 
classic Tulsa attraction.  
 
After the tour, members were free to tour the museum grounds and take in the local Tulsa sights of 
nearby Woodward Gardens and Utica Square Shopping Center. 

mailto:menold1@att.net
mailto:joneshafer@sbcglobal.net
mailto:menold1@att.net
mailto:joneshafer@sbcglobal.net
mailto:diane@kcrealty.net
mailto:menold1@att.net
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Hot Springs Horse Races and Gardens Tour 
Submitted by Dave Jones 

Pictures by Jim Dietz 
 

Our March event proved our members were eager to apply what Vern and Oleatha Sutter taught us in 
January about wagering on the ponies. Their tips led 18 Ozark section fun-seekers to converge on Hot 
Springs, Arkansas, the weekend of March 18-20 for the exciting horse races at Oaklawn and the soothing 
wonders at Garvan Woodland Gardens. Several members caravanned from the Menold’s home on the 
18th, and the others joined the group at our getaway’s lodging spot, the Austin Convention Center and Spa.  
 
Jim and Becky Deitz, as the event hosts, did a super job of pre-planning and coordinating the weekend. 
They reserved our rooms and a stocked hospitality parlor arranged for discounted meals, set up a shuttle 
service to the race track, and gave each participant a framed Alison Parsons watercolor/pen-and-ink of the 
Oaklawn Jockey Club or one of the town’s famous venues on Bath House Row.  
 
It was far from a routine day at the races, in that we were part of a season-high crowd of well over 34,000 
who witnessed the $300,000 Grade II Rebel Stakes. The Factor, a highly-regarded colt and Triple Crown 
nominee, won by the second-largest margin in the Stakes’ history. Our group had some winners too, 
particularly George Williams and Don Baker. Don derived much joy from the bet he placed on a horse that 
wore number two and that, before its race did a—well, you can guess—then came in second in the second 
race. Hilarity ensued in our reserved box and those around us. Incidentally, Don was following Oleatha’s 
advice about number twos and horses with, uh, broad backsides. 

 

  
What is Don studying there in the back? The horses? 

 
The next morning, Jim and Becky led our tops-down caravan to another of the largest tourist attractions in 
Arkansas, both in size and visitation: Garvan Woodland Gardens—a 210-acre botanical paradise on the 
shores of Lake Hamilton that is operated as a department of the University of Arkansas School of 
Architecture. It was a beautiful day, so our cameras continued getting a thorough workout. The following 
plants were in full bloom: Daffodils, Kurume and species azaleas, dogwoods, Japanese camellias, 
wildflowers, Japanese maples, and thousands of tulips (in a multi-colored display designed by P. Allen 
Smith, a noted horticulturist and TV personality). 
 
The Deitzes then led our caravan to lunch and during our leisurely return to Northwest Arkansas. All who 
participated praised their diligence in setting up this event so professionally. Thanks Jim and Becky! 
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Patronize Shuler Autohaus.  They support the Ozark Section!! 
 

 
 

MBCA EVENT TERMS OF PARTICIPATION 
 
This agreement pertains to driving events of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Inc (MBCA) in which I desire to participate, whether as a driver, 
passenger, official, volunteer or to attend as a spectator or visitor. In consideration for permitting me to participate in or observe driving events, 
which may consist of time trials, autocross, acceleration runs, defensive driving, road rally and/or tours or to attend the event as a spectator or 
visitor, I knowingly and voluntarily agree as follows: 
 

1. I CERTIFY, UNDERSTAND AND AGREE that if I am driving, a passenger or otherwise participating in the events: 

a. The vehicle I am driving or in which I am a passenger in the events is insured with at least $100,000.00 per person bodily injury 

and property damage insurance that will be in effect for the entire duration of the events 

b. Any participant violating the competition and event rules may be expelled from the event and forfeit all competition privileges. 

 

2. I UNDERSTAND AND AGREE that excessive consumption of alcohol or possession or consumption of illegal drugs is strictly prohibited. 

 

3. I HEREBY GRANT TO MBCA and the event organizer the irrevocable and unrestricted right to use and publish photographs and video 

images of me, or in which I may appear, for editorial, trade, advertising and any other bona fide purposes, in any manner and medium. I 

hereby release MBCA, the event organizer, the photographer and videographer from all claims and liability relating thereto. 

 

4. MBCA cannot be held liable for cancellation, delays or other lack of performance with respect to the event under any ―force majeure‖ 

circumstances (including, but not limited to, wars, riots, insurrection, terrorism, acts of god, strikes or labor stoppages). 

5.  

6. I authorize and consent to treatment, hospitalization and other care rendered to me in the event of my illness, injury or other emergent 

circumstances that may occur while participating in the event and assume full responsibility to pay for all costs and expenses for any such 

treatment,  hospitalization and care (therefore agreeing to hold harmless and indemnify MBCA and the event organizers therefore). 

 

HAVING READ THIS TERMS OF PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT, I HEREBY BIND MYSELF ANDPERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES, HEIRS AND 
NEXT OF KIN BY THIS AGREEMENT. 



 

Ozark Section Newsletter 
Paul Springmann, Editor 
13281 Timberline Road 
Bentonville, AR 72712 

Change of Address?  
Mercedes-Benz Club of America 

800.637.2360 
www.mbca.org 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


