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March Event 

Hobbs State Park! 
 
Date: Saturday, March 13th 
Time: Caravan from Andy’s Frozen Custard in 
Rogers at 10:30 am or meet at Hobbs State Park at 
11:00 am. 
Program:   Porfirio & Tanny will host our event on 
March 13th.  They will take us to Hobbs State Park 
east of Rogers about 12 miles.   Hobbs Park is the 
largest land holding park in Arkansas with just over 
12,000 acres.  Twenty two miles of the park land 
are along the shores of Beaver Lake.  There is a 
beautiful new 4.5 million dollar, 17,000 square foot 
Visitor Center which opened in May of 2009. We 
will have a park ranger give us a one hour tour of 
the visitor center beginning at 11:00 am. This will 
take us to noon and it’s time to eat!!!  We will drive 
to War Eagle Mill for lunch.  It is less than two 
miles from the visitor center.  If you have never 
been to War Eagle Mill, you are in for another treat! 
 This is the oldest working mill in Arkansas and it is 
powered by an 18 foot cypress water wheel.  It may 
be the only working undershot water wheel in the 
United States.  The mill has a gift shop with a diner 
on the top floor.  There are stairs or an elevator to 
get to the diner. Now, here comes more fun----after 
lunch, for those who wish to work off a few 
calories, we will meet at the Van Winkle Trail Head 
for a very easy short walk of about ½ mile each 
way.  This will take us to the site of the historic Van 
Winkle Mill.  Some credit it for helping build most 
of the homes in Northwest Arkansas.  
 
The Ozark Section has some wonderful 

opportunities coming up for you to take an active 

roll in your section.  This September we will be 

accepting nominations for new officers.  All 

Officer Positions will be open to new members 

and one Director Position.  We need your new 

ideas to keep this section running strong.  I urge 

you to consider running for a position in the 

Ozark Section, MBCA!!   

April Event 

See the Cats at TCWR! 
 
Date: April 10th 
Time: 1:45 at Harp’s Food Store 

Joel and Kathy Menold have planned a wonderful 
trip to Turpentine Creek Wildlife Refuge,  
www.turpentinecreek.org  on Saturday, April 10th 
with dinner to follow at the Bavarian Inn Restaurant 
www.eureka-net.com/bavarian , 329 W. Van Buren 
(Highway 62 North) Eureka Springs.  For those 
who wish to caravan, we will meet at Harps Food 
Store,1945 Butterfield Coach Road on east Hwy 
412, at 1:45.  We will meet as a group at 4pm and 
take a 30 minute guided tour.  The animals are fed 
at 5 pm, which usually takes another 30 minutes and 
something we certainly DO NOT want to miss.  
Your pass is good for all day, so please come as 
early as you would like.  The cost for an all day 
pass is:  Adults $15.00, Seniors Citizens, Veterans, 
and children 3-12, $10.00.  Turpentine Creek is on 
Highway 23, 7 miles south of Eureka Springs.  We 
will leave Turpentine Creek at approximately 5:45 
pm and head back to Eureka Springs to the 
Bavarian Inn Restaurant for dinner at 6:30 pm.  If 
you are unable to join us at Turpentine Creek, but 
would like to join us for dinner only, that would be 
great too.  Joel and Kathy need to make reservations 
for a separate dining room depending on the number 
of members.  Please contact them no later than 
April 5th, menold1@att.net or call 479-756-6798. 
  
Be sure to bring your camera to the Refuge, they are 
promising a beautiful day, and it should be perfect 
for enjoying ALL the animals.  Be sure to check out 
the Turpentine’s website.   
 
Your calendar editor made another goof.  Please 
add this information to your Ozark calendar: 
Becky Deitz birthday  March 10 

Jim Deitz birthday   April 15 

Deitz Anniversary   August 12 
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Who’s Who? 
Ozark Section MBCA, Inc. 

P.O. Box 3537 

Bella Vista, AR 72715 

Officers 
President Robin Retzlaff 479.248.1442 

rkretzlaff@cox.net 

Vice-President Tamanda Khanga 479.290.6033 

Tamanda.Khanga@tyson.com  

Secretary David Jones 479.756.6943 
joneshafer@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer Kathy Menold 479.756.6798 
menold1@att.net  

Regional 
Director 

Charles L. Boyd 580.255.4040 
cl.boyd@sbcglobal.net  

 

Directors and Committee Chairs 

 
Membership Chair Porfirio Gutierrez 479-876-1645 

Pgut2010@yahoo.com  

Events Chair Tamanda Khanga 479-290-6033 
Tamanda.Khanga@tyson.com  

Newsletter Editor Al Gulseth 479-632-8817 
ozarkmbca@centurytel.net  

Advertising Chair Vern Sutter 479.855.6854 

benzz99@cox.net 

Technical Chair Roger Shuler 479.521.8383 

Director Kathy Retzlaff 479.248.1442 

Director Joel Menold 479-756-6798 

Director Don Baker 479-203-0900 

Hospitality Chair Becky Deitz 479-756-2149 

 
MBCA Ozark Section Newsletter – published every two months, is the official 

newsletter of the Ozark Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club or America. 

 

Opinions – Opinions expressed are those of the authors and not necessarily 

those of either MBCA or the Ozark Section. Neither MBCA nor the Ozark 

Section endorses products or services but  may, as part of our informational 

activities, allow them to be cited in articles and notices. 

 

Trademarks – The trade names and trademarks “Mercedes-Benz”, 

“Mercedes”, and the three-pointed start in a circle are owned by DBAG and 

are authorized for use by its licensees which include MBCA, exclusively. 

 

Reprints – Reprints of any original material herein is permissible with the 

proper attribution (source, including date of issue). 

 

Advertising – We welcome advertisers whose subject matter is relevant to 

MBCA or of interest to members of the Ozark Section. Advertising runs for 

one year (six issues) starting with the March /April issue. MBCA members 

may place a classified ad for free providing that that ad is Mercedes specific. 

No inference should be made that products or services advertised herein have 

the approval of the editors of MBCA/Ozark Section 

 

Articles and Submissions – Copy should be typed and emailed to the editor 

by the 10
th

 of the month prior to the next issue. Example, submissions for the 

July/August issue should arrive to the editor by June 10
th

. The editor reserves 

the right to edit any material; submissions of any materials constitute 

permission to edit and publish that material. No authentication is implied by 

the editor of MBCA.. 

 

            Welcome New Members 
 
Reginald Bright 
Kimo Sihapanya 
 

                    For Sale 
1991 Mercedes 560SEL 
Immaculate Black/Black with custom $8k Alpine 
Entertainment System: DVD/5.1 Surround 
Sound/Sirius/Navigation/7”in-dash screen/hands-
free phone. New Michelins, chrome wheels, rear air 
shocks replaced, new timing chain and tensioner, 
clean Carfax; everything works; needs nothing; 
205k; $9,500; Don Baker (479) 640-4592. 

Rare 1984 280 SL 
A 1984 Euro 280 SL with Factory 500SL engine,    
6 cylinder DOHC, 3-page factory bill sheet, 5-speed 
stick shift, 105 Km.  It is Silver w/blue leather. 
NADA value $33,100. I am asking $23,500 OBO.  
Jack Reiwer, Horseshoe Bend, AR 870-670-4489 

Tires for Sale: 
One set (4) New Michelin Primacy tires Size:  
215/ 60 R15 Driven only 300 miles.  $450--new 
price $599.80. 
Contact Porfirio Gutierrez at (479) 876-1645 e-mail 
pgut2010@yahoo.com  

Birthdays 

Monika McCurdy   March 7 
Kathie Weinberg   March 17 
Tamanda Khanga   March 21 
Porfirio Gutierrez   March 28 
Charles Boyd    March 30 
Dane Paulsen    April 4 
Jim Deitz    April 15 
Diane Paulsen    April 21 
Debbie Stringer   April 22 
Wayne Eris    April 28 
Don Baker    May 6 
Mary Marks    May 10 

Anniversaries 

Jeff & Denise Klepac   April 5 
Vern & Oleatha Sutter  April 19 
Marc & Kathie Weinberg  May 26 
Charles & Fran Boyd   May 29 
John & Lori Lee   June 27 
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2010 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
 

Ozark Section MBCA 
Date Event Location Contact Phone 

March 13 Hobbs State Park 
with lunch at the 
War Eagle Mill 

Rogers, AR Porfirio 
Gutierrez & 
Tanny Jones 

479-876-1645 
pgut2010@yahoo.com  

April 10 Turpentine Creek 
Wildlife Refuge 
with lunch at the 
Bavarian Inn 

Eureka Springs, AR Joel & Kathy 
Menold 

479-756-6798 
Menold1@att.net    

May 15 Membership Picnic 
at Agri Park 

Fayetteville, AR Robin & Kathy 
Retzlaff 

479-248-1442 or email 
rkretzlaff@cox.net.   

June 12 Blanchard Springs 
Caverns 

Mountain View, AR Porfirio 
Gutierrez & 
Tanny Jones 

479-876-1645 
pgut2010@yahoo.com  

National 
Apr. 22-24 National Spring 

Board Meeting 
Kemp Museum 
Chesterfield, MO 

Cindy Tumbleson cindy@mbca.org  

Sept. 24-29 Starfest 2010 Winchester, VA Bill Hopper wwhrestoration@att.net  

 
Introducing Your New Editor 
 
As most of you are already aware, I recently took over the duties of editing the Star of the Ozarks. It's 
easy to read a newsletter, but it's also easy to forget how much work goes into producing a newsletter 
when reading one. On that note, the entire Ozark Section would like to offer many thanks to Vern 
Sutter for all his work in editing the newsletter over the past six or so years. I hope I am able to prove 
to be a worthy successor to him. 
 
I hope to incorporate some new articles into the newsletter; one would be “Tech Talk” featuring 
information from sources such as Roger Shuler of Shuler Autohaus about how to keep your Benz in 
top mechanical shape and Fletcher Mercedes about new models and developments from Mercedes. 
Another possible topic could be tips on how to keep your vehicles looking their best (detailing and 
bodywork).  
 
Another would be “Owner Reviews” - a “virtual test drive” of various member cars. From what I have 
seen at section events there is a wide cross-section of years and models represented, and my intent is to 
allow members to find out a bit more about some of the various Mercedes-Benz models that they may 
not have had a chance to actually experience. Don't worry if you're not a writer; I'll ask you some 
questions and interview you – all you have to do is answer the questions.  
 
If you have any comments, suggestions, or criticisms, please email me at ozarkmbca@centurytel.net or 
call me at 479-632-8817. I'm looking forward to hearing from you as we make this your newsletter. 
 
Al Gulseth 
Newsletter Editor 
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Patronize Shuler Autohaus.  They support the Ozark Section!! 

 

Roger Shuler is the Ozark Section Technical Director. He is glad to answer any 

questions you may have about your car. 
 

WE NEED YOUR “SPECIAL DATES”! 
Welcome Becky Deitz as our new Hospitality Chair!  She needs your birthday and anniversary dates.  
We would like to honor you on your special day but we can’t if we don’t know them.  We don’t need 
to know what year you were born, just the month/day!  Let Becky know at 
jimbeckydeitz@sbcglobal.net or call 479-756-2149.  Welcome aboard Becky!!! 

 

Ozark Section Calendars 
If you haven’t purchased your 2010 Ozark Calendar yet, we have three left.  Let Robin know if you 
would like one.  They are $10.00 which includes mailing.  Call Robin at 479-200-4208 or 
rkretzlaff@cox.net  

 

 

Present this coupon for a 10% 

discount off regular tire prices at 

Norm’s!! 

Support Norm the “Tire Man” 

because they support the Ozark 

Section! 
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Members of the Ozark Section pictured in front of Sam Walton’s Ford pickup 

 

Ozark Section tours the Wal-Mart Visitor Center  

and  

The Museum of Native American Artifacts  

 
January 16th, 14 members of the Ozark Section, and Winston Boston, the nice young grandson of Joel 
and Kathy Menold, braved the cold and got some education about the humble beginnings of the Sam 
Walton Empire we now know as Wal-Mart.  He was a man with a vision.  He opened the first Wal-
Mart store in Rogers, AR in 1962 and things continued to get better from there.  The Wal-Mart Visitor 
Center has Sam Walton’s office just the way it 
was when he passed away in 1992 at the age 
of 74.  There are thousands of photographs 
and all types of memorabilia from the early 
beginnings of Wal-Mart.  After a quick cup of 
coffee next door, we drove about a mile to the 
Museum of Native American Artifacts.  This 
museum is divided up into 5 different time 
periods covering the last 14,000 years!  Our 
tour was self guided by a portable audio 
hearing device.  We spent over an hour and 
never came anywhere near seeing everything.  
It was incredible!  After all the “education”, 
we had developed quite an appetite so we 
headed to Lin’s Garden’s for their outstanding 
Chinese buffet.   
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Shuler/Gall host Ozark Technical Event!! 
The annual Ozark Technical Event was a 
little different this year as Roger Shuler of 
Shuler Autohaus shared the day with Mike 
Gall of Country Club Auto Body.  The 
morning of February 13th, Roger, his 
family and staff welcomed us into their 
shop with coffee and doughnuts.  This year 
Roger’s topic was tires.  Roger told us 
about tire pressures, tire wear, tire 
balancing and how to decipher the 
information on the sidewall of a tire to 
learn its age.  Roger had his Tire 
Technician, Junior Phillips, show us the 

latest in tire balancing equipment.  It is called a Road Force 
Tire Balancer.  This machine simulates the force on a tire 
that it would have while running down the road. This gives 
the most accurate balance possible for us, the customer.  At 
noon, 23+ Ozark members descended on Hot Rod Mike’s 
Bar and Grill for lunch.  During lunch, we drew for door 
prizes.  Many prizes were donated by Shuler Autohaus and 
Hot Rod Mike’s.  I think that over half of our members 

went home 
with some 
great gifts!  
After we finished lunch, Mike Gall took us over to his body shop 
for a tour.  He showed us some of the equipment that is 
necessary to work on our cars including several frame 
straighteners that two Mercedes were on.  He had a Shelby 
Mustang in his paint booth.  He and his son had made many 
body modifications to this car and the paint job was awesome!!!  
We talked about the quality of Mercedes cars versus other 
brands.  He indicated that Mercedes were built and designed 

very well.  Mike also has a very nice car 
collection.  Pictured to the right is the 
ultimate tailgating machine, a fire truck 
with pull out grills, a slushy maker, 
coolers, a TV and popcorn maker and 
awning.  I know who I am going to tag 
along with to the next Razorback 
game!!!  It was a great day and we thank 
Roger and Mike for hosting this event 
and the wonderful door prizes that they 
donated! 
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Member Review: 1975 300D 
Owner name: Al Gulseth 
Other Benz models currently or previously owned: 1985 300TD, 1985 300D, 1981 240D 
 
Q: What appealed to you the most that influenced you to buy the vehicle? 
A: That's hard to say. I've had a “fascination” with the 114 and 115 chassis vehicles for a long time. 
Maybe it has to do with the fact that they were in current production about the time I became old 
enough to get a driver's license. To me, these cars have a very clean eye-pleasing look that is 
immediately associated with Mercedes-Benz. 
 
Q: What do you like about it? 
A: It's very straightforward and simple. You have to be involved with it when you're driving – it 
doesn't think for itself like most current production vehicles do. I'm a minimalist at heart, so having 
manual controls on everything appeals to me. Newer vehicles that try to decide what you want for you 
don't always get it right in my opinion. That being said, these cars aren't for everyone. Even starting it 
involves quite a bit more interaction than just turning the key: depending on the outside temperature, 
you have to preset the throttle for fast idle (and remember to turn the idle control back down when it 
warms up), and then let the glow plugs work for the proper amount of time before starting. However, 
for me it didn't take too long for the sequence to become second nature – I don't even think about it 
now. 
 
It also has a nice “feel” and handling. These cars have the same front suspension as the 107 series 
(450, 380, and 560SL). When I was researching before I bought it, I ran across an early 1970's review 
of the 280 sedan, which is the gasoline powered version. I found it amusing that the automotive 
journalist writing the article was apparently amazed that the unassuming looking 280 sedan they were 
testing was able to equal the performance of a Pontiac Firebird Formula 400 in a high speed lane 
change maneuver. 
 
Q: What would you have done differently if you had been able to have a say in the design? 
A: As is the case with all of the diesels of that era, they're not particularly “peppy”, so merging on the 
interstate takes careful timing. To make up for less horsepower, the engine is churning over at a fairly 
high RPM due to the gearing, so the car doesn't seem as “relaxed” on the highway. The successors to 
this engine had more power due to the addition of a turbocharger, but the downside is that it also added 
complexity. So there are trade-offs either way. 
 
Also, the car doesn't have quite as much legroom as my 123s (which replaced the 114/115 chassis). For 
most “normal” people that's probably not an issue – it just affects us extra-tall types. 
 
Q: Are there any other “trivia” items about the vehicle that you find interesting? 
A; It may surprise you to know that the 114/115 chassis was actually designed with the fleet or taxicab 
market in mind. Given proper care, the durability of these cars is amazing – a Greek taxi owner 
managed to keep a 1976 240D running for approximately two and three-quarter million miles. 
Needless to say, he did go through some engine rebuilds and probably a lot of other maintenance, but 
the car is still in one piece and now sitting in a Mercedes museum in Germany.  
 
In summary, I guess you could say I'm pretty impressed with the car. 
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Ozark Section MBCA, Inc. 
P.O. Box 3537 
Bella Vista, AR 72715-3537 

Two years - $67  Three years - $98 

Name 

Associate Member (spouse or dependent) 

Address 

City    State   Zip 

Home Phone   Business Phone 
 
E-mail address - ___________________________ 

Occupation 
 

MBCA Membership Application 

Interests 

Driving Events 

Car Care 

Car Shows 

Technical 

Social Events 

The Star 

Mercedes-Benz vehicle(s) now owned (model and year) 

3) 

2) 

1) 

Please enroll me as a member of the Mercedes-Benz Club of 
America for the following term: 
 

U.S. and possessions 
One year - $45 

Make check payable to MBCA; U.S. funds only please. 

VISA  MasterCard 

Account Number    Exp. date 

Signature    Date 

Active member’s signature & member number if sponsored 

Membership dues include six issues of The Star magazine 
yearly. Send application to address below. 
 
Or use our toll-free number to enroll by phone: 
1.800.637.2360 
For office use only:    Date Processed 
   MPD 
MBCA, 1907 Lelaray St, Colorado Springs, CO 80909 
719.633.6427, 8AM to 5 PM (Mountain Time) 
 

Change of Address?  

Contact: 
Mercedes-Benz Club of America 
800.637.2360 
 

Two years - $87 Three years $127 


