
Hello, Grownups! 
Thank you for joining us in our very first edition of May Festival Minis. This guide 
is intended to assist you and your little one(s) as you learn together through song. 
Each level in the Cicada Song series targets a different ability group and aligns with 
the Ohio Department of Education’s Early Learning and Development Standards for 
Kindergarten Readiness and Elementary Music. 

LEVEL RED
Basic Instruction and 
Introduction to Music  

(Suggested for those with 
abilities 0-3 years old)

Domain: Social-Emotional Development
This song can be used while driving, walking, or 
listening to the cicadas. (Hopefully the grownups 
will use this song to stay calm too!) Modeling a 
positive attitude about Brood X will help ease 
anxieties for your little ones. This song celebrates 
what cicadas do, rather than wishing they were 
something different.

Domain: Physical Well-Being and Motor 
Development
Have your child hold a shaker and try shaking on 
the beat. This is a great opportunity to enforce 
“shaking” and object in the hand vs. “throwing” a 
similar object. If you have someone who likes to 
throw, please substitute something soft to throw 
and reinforce the shaker is only to shake. This 
can help differentiate appropriate behavior in the 
future. The cicadas shake their bodies to make 
their sound, so we’ll shake our shakers too! 

Learning Objectives:
• Increases comfort level regarding Brood X cicadas
• Supports self confidence

Learning Objectives:
• Develops hand-eye coordination
• Strengthens fine motor skills  

Domain: Approaches Toward Learning
Let’s develop a sense of rhythm! Help your little 
hold the shaker and shake in rhythm. This is a 
samba rhythm, so shake on 1-2-3/1-2 with the 
second half being faster as seen in the video. 
Demonstrate the rhythm and see if they come 
close. Vocally, the song jumps up a 5th on “cicada” 
so make sure you use or voice or hands to jump 
too! The ability to change pitch with our voices 
is a natural and enjoyable experience, and could 
promote more singing in the future!

Learning Objectives:
• Mimicking examples of rhythm
• Exploring musical instruments

Domain: Cognition and General Knowledge
An instrument that shakes is used in almost every 
style of music. Look at pictures and listen to 
recordings of musicians from around the world 
using shakers in their songs! 

The cycle of Brood X cicadas, while possibly 
annoying to some people, is a necessary cycle of 
nature. Learning more about the world around us 
and celebrating its different ways of thriving is a 
way to connect. The cicadas are something we will 
remember for the next 17 years and can help lessen 
fears the next time around. 

Learning Objectives:
• Connect communities through music
• Observing the natural world

Strand: Self 
Topics: Self-Comforting, Self-
Regulation

Strand: Relationships
Topic: Interactions with adults

Strand: Motor Development
Topics: Small Muscle: Touch, Grasp, 
Reach, Manipulate 
  

Strand: Physical Well-Being
Topic: Physical Activity

Strand: Engagement & Persistence
Topic: Attention

Strand: Creativity
Topic: Expression of Ideas and Feelings 
Through the Arts

Strand: Geography
Topic: Human Systems

Strand: Science Inquiry and Application
Topic: Inquiry
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