
Learning Objectives:
• Practice and perform another culture’s music
• Learn terms for rhythms and instruments from another culture

Hello, Grownups! 
Thank you for joining us in our very first edition of May Festival Minis. This guide 
is intended to assist you and your young one(s) as you learn together through song. 
This Cicada Song series targets ages 4-8 and aligns with the Ohio Department of 
Education’s Early Learning and Development Standards for Kindergarten Readiness 
and Elementary Music. 

LEVEL BLUE
Beginning Instruction  

(Suggested for those with 
abilities 4-8 years old)

Domain: Social and Emotional Learning
Let’s present Brood X cicadas in a positive and 
masterful way. This song can be used to calm or 
entertain ourselves while the cicadas are in our 
area. Sing while in the car, walking, or listening 
to cicadas. This song celebrates what cicadas do, 
rather than wishing they were something different.

Domain: Physical Movement and Dance
The rhythm of the cicada song can promote fun 
dancing and movement. See if you can move in 
time to the music. Watching videos of a samba 
beat and dancing to the syncopation is fun! Using 
a shaker for this song will produce a different 
sensory experience than using claves or sticks. 

Learning Objectives:
• Seek appropriate support from trust grownups
• Implement a plan of action (self-soothing while singing)
• Confidently handling emotions while engaging in positive self-talk

Learning Objectives:
• Increase hand-eye coordination with shaker
• Enhance physical self-expression
• Mimic cicada movements

Domain: Music Performance
There is a small, but not octave, jump in pitch in 
this song. It’s called a 5th interval on the word 
“Cicada”. Do your best to make the controlled 
jump! A vocal register is a term used to describe 
the placement of the voice. A high register is felt 
in the head and sinuses. A low register is felt in the 
chest. The vocal folds, lungs, and sinus make the 
voice project and help us sing! The rhythm of the 
Cicada song is 3-2 clave, or the beat sounds “1-2-
3/1-2”.

Learning Objectives:
• Beginning to control vocal ability
• Developing entry level rhythm and percussion

Domain: English and Language Arts
In our Cicada song, we substitute different action 
words to the rhythm of the music. Instead of 
singing “sing your song,” we substitute “make 
new friends” and “play some games” as a way of 
expanding the activities of the cicadas. Come up 
with new phrases and write them down!

Learning Objectives:
• Improvise using the English language
• Recognize three one-beat words or three syllable words

Domain: World Languages and Cultures 
As Baba Charles teaches us, the rhythm, 3-2 clave, 
originated in the country of Spain. As shakers and 
claves became more popular, they were carried 
over to music in Brazil. All around our area, 
especially in summer, there are many salsa nights 
in the public areas. They could be a place to see all 
kinds of interesting and fun people while dancing.

Competency A: Self-Awareness
Topic A3: Demonstrate awareness of 
and willingness to seek help for self or 
others, and A4: Demonstrate a sense of 
personal responsibility, confidence and 
advocacy  

Competency B: Self-Management
Topic B1: Regulate emotions and 
behaviors by using thinking strategies 
that are consistent with brain 
development

Content Statements:  
Performing (PR) K-3  

Content Statements:  
Responding (RE) K-3

Content Statements:  
Performing (PR) K-3 

Content Statements:  
Responding (RE) K-3

Competency: Speaking and Listening
Topic: Comprehension and 
Collaboration

Competency: Language
Topic: Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

Benchmark: Interpretive Intercultural 
Communication
Standard: Investigate intercultural 
products, practices and perspectives  

Benchmark: Interpersonal 
Communication
Progress Indicators: Investigate 
intercultural products and practices to 
help understand perspectives
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