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Maximin Grünhaus likes his 2019 vintage except for the yields: “The wines are real classics and have 
great aromatic purity. But, unfortunately, there is truly little of it, in particular because we were severely 
affected by the May frost. After a wet snow, the temperatures dropped while the humidity in the air was 
still high. Our young shoots stood no chance and we certainly lost 50% of our harvest that day. It is a 
shame because, overall, the growing conditions proved quite positive. The weather was not as warm as 
in 2018, flowering was even and happened under good conditions. Of course, we suffered as everybody 
else from the heat waves in July and August but, all in all, by September, everything looked good. We 
started our harvest with our Pinot grapes in mid-September and immediately did a Vorlese of our Riesling 
vineyards ... and then the rain started to fall. This led us to redo another Vorlese as we wanted to retain 
truly clean grapes for my wines. These preliminary efforts allowed us then to carry out our harvest at pace 
and bring in the type of grapes we wanted. Early on, it became clear that any high-end botrytis selection 
would not be optimal so we focused on our other wines. In the end, despite all the hassle and the 
challenges, the resulting wines are truly remarkable. One does notice that the grapes come from a ripe 
vintage but the wines also retain a superbly pure and airy side, which makes them classically styled. 
There is really much to like in our 2019 wines ... except for the quantities: Our yields barely exceeded 20 
hl/ha.”  

The Estate had to cut down on its normal portfolio of wines due to the low yields. This meant that there 
will be no Alte Reben Feinherb, Herrenberg Superior, and Herrenberg Spätlese produced in 2019. The 
portfolio does however include a special bottling of Alte Reben Trocken Nr. 21 from a cask which 
fermented down to bone-dry levels. It will also include the Estate’s usual two GGs (from the Abtsberg and 
the Herrenberg) as well as a special cask of Kabinett and Auslese, both from the Abtsberg, which are 
destined for this year’s Auction. The Estate also released its Pinot Noir and a Pinot Blanc Réserve from 
2018.  

The Estate produced a remarkably engaging collection of wines which all share the Estate’s irresistible 
flavor profile made of blue-berried fruits, elderflower, mint, cream, and citrusy zest which has been at the 
core of the Estate’s finest collections in the past. If one keeps in mind that the intensity and structure of 
the Kabinett and Spätlese bottlings make them kick at one level higher than their Prädikat, every single of 
these wines is highly recommended as they will prove superb at maturity. The dry wines are very 
engaging and show real Ruwer character. Among the standouts, we want to particularly draw the 
attention to the Bruderberg Kabinett, which may well be the best ever and the dry Monopol, a “mere” 
Estate wine which cruises at well above the usual standards of the genre. This is a major vintage at 
Maximin Grünhaus!  


