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Newsletter August 2021 

 

Hello Pickleballers! 

When we finally get back on court next week, please make an effort to come along to the 
Annual General Meeting on Sunday 29th August which will be held directly after our session 
at 11am.  

 

I did indicate that all current committee members were prepared to serve another term, but, 
if you would like to nominate someone for the Committee, could you please send your 
nominations to our Secretary Chris via email at oliversdownunder@bigpond.com prior to 
the 29th August.  

Due to the Covid situation in New South Wales the ‘Australian Pickleball Championships’ 
scheduled for the end of September, has been cancelled. Anyone that has registered to play 
please request a refund. If you had accommodation and/or flights booked please also cancel 
as soon as you can. This is not the time to travel, there will be other tournaments that we can 
attend once the vaccinations are at an acceptable level. 

A big congratulations to everyone that competed at the Queensland Championships. 
The conditions were horrible, the organization of the event was unacceptable, and the venue 
was not suitable. But everyone did a fantastic job and wore the Redlands Pickleball Club shirt, 
which if I do say myself made quite an impression, as we turned up big numbers. 40 
competitors and a number of supporters/fellow club members.  

 

mailto:oliversdownunder@bigpond.com
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I have had discussions with ‘Queensland Pickleball Association’ in relation to how this event 
could have been run better, and I have ‘put up my hand’ to run next year’s event. So I may 
need your support to pull this off successfully….stay tuned!  

I have to make mention to our medal winners. Redlands Pickleball Club took home 20 medals 
in 43 events held. That is absolutely awesome I am so proud of this club and everyone. 

 

18+Womens Singles – Any Skill level - Gold - Hayley Moore 

Junior Boys Singles 17 and under – Any Skill level – Bronze – Bailey Sommerville 

Coed Doubles 17 and under – Any Skill level – Gold – Bailey Somerville / Rhylee Jackson 

 



 

3 
 

 

70+ Mens Doubles – Skill 3.0 to 3.5 – Bronze – Paul Van der Kroft / Visitor 

18+ Womens Doubles – Skill 2.5 to 3.5 – Bronze – Di Cameron / Julie McGuire 

18+ Mixed Doubles – Skill 2.5 to 3.5 – Gold – Sule Burkitbayeva / Visitor 

          Silver – Di Cameron / Matt Scullion 

 

18+ Mens Doubles – Skill 2.5 to 3.5 – Bronze – Neil Stromberg / Bailey Somerville 

70+ Mixed Doubles – Skill 2.5 to 3.0 – Gold – Jan Doran / Don Murray 

          Bronze – Carol Cran / Ed Connors 
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45+ Mixed Doubles – Skill 2.5 to 3.0 – Gold – Fiona Jackson / Brian Krisanski 

 

70+ Mens Doubles – Skill 2.5 to 3.0 – Silver – Ed Connors / Geoff Arnell 

         Bronze – Don Murray / Derek Wymer 

45+ Womens Doubles – Skill 2.5 and under – Bronze – Therese Almond / Kerri Somerville 

60+ Womens Doubles – Skill 2.5 and under – Silver – Gaye McWilliams / Sandra Coates 

60+ Mixed Doubles – Skill 2.5 and under – Gold – Gaye McWilliams / Alain Leclair 

      Bronze – Janette Christie / Roger Christie 

60+ Mens Doubles – Skill 2.5 and under –  Gold – Alain Leclair / Roger Christie 
     
      Silver – Mark Nugent / Don Charles 
 
      Bronze – Gregory Almond / Barry Begley 
 

 

 I am pleased to announce that the Redlands Pickleball Club will be having this year’s 
‘Christmas function’ on Saturday 13th November from 6.00pm - 11pm at the Redlands 
Sporting Club auditorium, Anson Road, Wellington Point.  
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We are planning to have a fun night. There will be a 3 course meal, drinks will be available for 
those wishing to purchase same, with music and a few surprises. 

 
 

Cost will be $50.00 per head, but, our club members will be subsidised by the Club and will 
pay just $25.00 per person per head, with non-members and members guests paying $50.00 
per head.  Bookings are essential and payment, together with any dietary requirements, will 
be required by the 15th October. Please liaise with Jan, Carol and our Club Treasurer Geoff.  
I hope to see everyone there for a fun night. 

September School Holidays will see our inside courts marked with permanent pickleball lines, 
yes no more tape … Yahooooooo. This will see some effect on our sessions from the 28th 
of September to 4th of October. We will be restricted to just the outside courts for these dates 
but we are hoping to run back to back sessions to cover off the same amount of players. 
 
On Sunday the 10th of October we will be holding our Redlands Pickleball Club 
Championships. I strongly encourage everyone to compete regardless of your level. 
Registration will open in September and the event will be conducted over 4 Divisions.  

 

The Divisions will be determined by who and how many nominate for the event. For example, 
if 64 people nominate, then they will be split into 4 Divisions of 16 in each. Entry Fee will be 
$5 payable on the day and plate of food to share. Timing of the event will be determined by 
numbers, start time will be 9am with expected finish early afternoon. I promise I won’t keep 
you all waiting around 

Format 

• 5 qualifying rounds per player they will be 11min games; 
• Wins are recorded and ties are split by count back – wins, then for and against 

percentages; and 
• The top 8 players are then ranked in order 1st- 8th position in each division and then 

divisions are joined in rank order for the finals 

Division 1&2 combine for finals 
Division 3&4 combine for finals 

N.B if you finish 3rd in the qualifying rounds then you will team up in the finals with the person 
that finished 3rd in the other division and so on. 
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Finals Format  

Quarter Finals (1 set to 15 Winner by 2) 

 A 1st vs 8th  

 B 2nd vs 7th 

 C 3rd vs 6th 

 D 4th vs 5th    

Semi- Finals (1 set to 15 Winner by 2) 

E Winner of game A vs Winner of Game C 

F Winner of game B vs Winner of Game D 

Final (best of 3 sets to 11 Winner by 2) 

Winner of game E vs Winner of Game F 

Our May Club Player of the month 
 
‘Bruising Bailey Somerville’ … Bailey won a Gold and 2 Bronze medals at the Queensland 
Titles, which gave him the nod this month. Bailey’s patience and shot selection has been 
where he has really improved. Well done Bailey you are a pleasure to play with and against. 

Playing with others with differing abilities always gets reactions.  At other clubs navigating 
court hierarchies of who plays with who is proving to be a challenge. People's feelings get 
hurt, egos are bruised, and friendships can be challenged.  

I spend a lot of time trying to make each session enjoyable, and bear in mind this club is all 
about social play and exercise. So please remember that from time to time we all need to do 
our part in playing with players with lesser ability, it’s how the club grows and everyone 
improves. I rotate how the games are played each week so you get to play with players of 
different levels but you still get those tough matches as well.  

Playing with better players is important to improve.  Sometimes people just need a chance 
and some patience from others. In this spirit, I make it a point to encourage and applaud the 
growth in others.  When I see someone who is athletically talented but who is nervous, I'll do 
or say things to try and boost their confidence. I know some of you that are trying to win 
tournaments and you need week to week competitive competition, but it can’t be at the 
expense of others.  
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When our Club has it’s own venue and more sessions are added, we can then add those 
sessions where you can get that valuable practise. Please remember that I have put a player 
rating against all of our 143 players and they are not all right, but, I do try to make adjustments 
from results each week. 

Member’s Birthdays falling in August  

 

Pauline Keneally 2nd, Wayne Jackson 4th Lorna Ward 5th, Mick Foster 11th, Dixie Bennett 18th, 
Jane Horvath 19th, Kate Thompson 20th, Barry Begley 20th Denyse Corner 21st, Hiki Raureti  
23rd,  Graham Kershaw 25th, Pam Phillips 26th, Bronwyn Bradford 27th, Bob Logan 28th, Marilyn 
Moore 29th and Graham Meredith 30th  

Pickleball Trivia 

According to Wikipedia and Google, the game of Pickleball started during the summer of 1965 
on Bainbridge Island, Washington USA, at the home of Joel Pritchard, who later served in 
Congress and as a Lieutenant Governor.  

Joel and two of his friends, Bill Bell and Barney McCallum, returned from golf and found their 
families bored one Saturday afternoon.  

The storey goes that Joel Pritchard’s wife, Joan, started to call their game Pickleball because 
‘the combination of different sports remaindered her of the pickle boat in crew where oarsmen 
were chosen from the leftovers of other boats’.  

But according to Barney McCallum, they named the game after Joel Pritchard’s dog who was 
names ‘Pickles’. Whatever the storey I think we are all grateful to Joel and his golfing buddies. 

 

Ron Jackson, President, Redlands Pickleball Club In. Phone: 0417152133 

  


