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Newsletter September 2020 

REDLANDS PICKLEBALL CLUB INC. 

 

Hello Pickleballers! 

Well it’s all official now, our club has received a grant from the Redland Council, thanks 
to our Secretary/Treasurer Chris’s enormous efforts with applications and hoop 
jumping over the past months.  Eventually though, it was less than what we were 
expecting, as the Covid 19 crisis has influenced the amount of money being granted 
by Council.  
The good news is that we now have enough money to purchase the lights for the 
outdoor playing area.  

• Our club now needs to raise or borrow the funds to pay for the installation of 
these lights.  

• Our club also needs to raise money to pay for professional line marking when 
the outdoor playing area is professionally resurfaced later this year.  

• Funds are also needed to repair some leaks in the roof of the outside playing 
area and effective shade cloth is required on the fencing in order to block the 
sun at different times of the year.  

In total Our club would need to raise or borrow approximately $5,000 in order to 
complete all the work above.  
 
Some thoughts being considered to raise the funds needed for the upgrades: 
 

• Our club could service a bank loan.  

• Our club executive is also floating the idea to donate all the above 
improvements made to the school grounds, in lieu of free rent for 12 – 24 
months from the school. If this arrangement is agreeable with the school, we 
could easily service a bank loan given the weekly fees paid by players.   

• The required funds (approx. $5,000)  may be borrowed from the bank or a 
lending institution, a sponsor or a member of the Club, at a fair rate of 5%, which 
is currently a better return than what banks are offering (if anyone is interested 
or has some thoughts please have a chat to Chris or myself ). 

• We could also offer a ‘premium membership levy’ to our members. This levy 
would be $100 per person and those members, who take up the levy offer, 
would continue to pay match fees of $5 until 30th June, 2021.  If we were 
successful in getting 20 members to take up this offer we would have the 
sufficient funds to move forward with the lighting installation program.  
Personally, this is my preferred option as it would quickly raise the much 
needed funds for the club to proceed with the improvemets.  
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If we don’t achieve our objectives in the short term we will have to return the approved 
grant money to the Council. 
 
In saying all that, if we are unsuccessful in convincing the school to come to an 
agreement for free rent over a 12 – 24 months period, we have the option of increasing 
the match fees to $10 instead of $5 per game, which is not a preferred option.  
The club executive members are fielding other ideas, such as sponsors.  If you have 
a sponsor in mind or a suggestion for raising the required funds, please contact myself 
as a matter of priority ronjackson162@gmail.com 

 
Since our last newsletter 

 
We have introduced competition play into our Wednesday and Sunday sessions by 
splitting the players into 3 Divisions and competing against each other. This has 
allowed us to cultivate very competitive games for players, the response so far has 
been very favourable.  
All players now have an appropriate rating which helps organizers and coachers 
recognize what skills different players need to develop to improve their play. For your 
interest, this rating process will be detailed later in this Newsletter. 
On game days we will always leave some time slots for coaching with approved 
coaches. Either Chris or myself are available to help with different parts of your game. 
We acknowledge of course that there is always a player that just wants to come along 
for a bit of exercise and or to socialize. And that’s always welcome too. 
As your club president, please give me your comments and thoughts, as they are most 
welcome.  
Remember we are trying to cater for a lot of different people and needs and are trying 
to be as flexible as possible. We will continue to explore some different formats on 
game day with a view to finding out what works and what doesn’t and to provide 
continuous improvements to the game plan. 
  
Equipment  
If you been playing for some time now and are thinking of buying your own paddle talk 
to Nick at the ‘Pickleball Superstore’ don’t hesitate to mention you are a member of 
our club for a reasonable rate on any purchase.  
 
Upcoming Events As mentioned in the August Newsletter, the Brisbane Open doubles 

event is on at Chandler between the 27th and 29th of September. Julie McGuire and 

Fiona Kavanagh have registered to play and will be representing our Redlands Club. 

Good luck girls ... we will keep posted on how they went. If you are available to 

attend, please go along and support the girls at the double’s tournament on the Saturday of 

the event. 

mailto:ronjackson162@gmail.com
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Beenleigh are hosting a Gender Doubles event on the 20th September for all players. 
Same organisation as the Mixed Doubles - $20 PAQ members, $25 non-members 

Pickleball Skill Ratings: 
 

Player ratings the players at our club are rated between 2.5 and 4.5 this is how we 
arrive at a player ratings: - 

5.5+ Skill Rating 

This player is a top caliber player. Performance and tournament wins speak for 
this player's ability to consistently perform at a high level. 

 

5.0 Skill Rating 

FOREHAND | BACKHAND | SERVE / RETURNS  

• Hits all shot types at a high level of ability from both the forehand and backhand 
sides which includes:- touch, spin, and pace with control to set up offensive 
situations. Has developed good touch from all court positions. Has developed 
a very high level of variety, depth, and pace of serves. 

DINK 

• Mastered the dink and drop shots. Ability to move opponents with shot 
placements. Exhibits patience during rallies with the ability to create an 
opportunity to attack utilizing the dink. Increased ability to change the pace of 
dinks strategically. 

3RD SHOT 

• Mastered the 3rd shot choices and strategies to create opportunities for winning 
points. Able to drop and drive ball from both the forehand and backhand side 
with high level of consistency. 

VOLLEY 

• Able to block hard volleys directed at them and consistently drop them into the 
NVZ. Places overheads with ease for winners. Able to volley shots toward 
opponents’ feet consistently. Comfortable with swinging volley in both initiating 
and ability to attack back or neutralize return. 

STRATEGY 

• Mastered pickleball strategies and can vary strategies and styles of play in 
competitive or tournament matches. Is successful at turning defensive shots 
into offensive shots. Has efficient footwork and effective use of weight transfer 
for improved quickness on the court. Easily and quickly adjusts style of play 
and game plan according to the opponent’s strengths and weaknesses and 
court position. Rarely makes unforced errors. 
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4.5 Skill Rating 

FOREHAND 

• High level of consistency. Uses pace and depth to generate opponents' error 
or set up next shot. 

BACKHAND 

• Can effectively direct the ball with varying depth and paces with good 
consistency. 

SERVE / RETURN 

• Serves with power, accuracy, and depth and can also vary the speed and spin 
of the serve. 

DINK 

• Ability to place ball with high success at changing shot types while playing both 
consistently and with offensive intent. Recognizes and attempts to hit 
attackable dinks. 

3RD SHOT 

• Consistently executes effective 3rd shot strategies that are not easily returned 
for advantage. Able to intentionally and consistently place the ball. 

VOLLEY 

• Able to block hard volleys directed at them and can consistently drop them into 
the Non-Volley Zone (NVZ). Comfortable hitting swinging volleys. Hits 
overhead shots consistently, often as put-a-ways. 

STRATEGY 

• Has good footwork and moves laterally, backward, and forward well. Uses 
weight transfer for more efficient footwork. Able to change direction with ease. 
Very comfortable playing at the non-volley zone. Communicates and moves 
well with partner — easily “stacks" court positions. Understands strategy and 
can adjust style of play and game plan according to the opponent’s strengths 
and weaknesses and court position. Limited number of unforced errors. 

 
4.0 Skill Rating 

FOREHAND 

• Consistently hits with depth and control. Is still perfecting shot selection and 
timing. 

BACKHAND 

• Has improved stroke mechanics and has moderate success at hitting a 
backhand consistently. 

SERVE / RETURN 

• Places a high majority of serves/returns with varying depth and speed. 
DINK 

• Increased consistency with moderate ability to control height/depth. May end 
dink rally too soon due to lack of patience. Is beginning to understand difference 
between attackable balls and those that are not. 

3RD SHOT 

• Selectively mixing up soft shots with power shots to create an advantage with 
inconsistent results. 

VOLLEY 

• Able to volley a variety of shots at different speeds. Is developing consistency 
and control. Starting to understand the block/re-set volley. 

 



 

5 
 

 
 
STRATEGY 

• Aware of partner’s position on the court and can move as a team. Demonstrates 
ability to change direction in an offensive manner. Demonstrates a broad 
knowledge of the rules of the game. Has a moderate number of unforced errors 
per game. Solid understanding of stacking and when and how it could be used 
in match play. Beginning to identify opponents’ weaknesses and attempts to 
formulate game plan to attack weaknesses. Beginning to seek out more 
competitive play. 

 
3.5 Skill Rating 

FOREHAND 

• Improved stroke development with moderate level of shot control. 
BACKHAND 

• Learning stroke form and starting to develop consistency but will avoid if 
possible. 

SERVE / RETURN 

• Consistently gets serve/return in play with limited ability to control depth. 
DINK 

• Increased consistency, with limited ability to control height/depth. Sustains 
medium length rallies. Starting to understand variations of pace. 

3RD SHOT 

• Developing the drop shot in a way to get to the net. 
VOLLEY 

• Ability to volley medium paced shots thereby developing control. 
STRATEGY 

• Moves quickly towards the non-volley zone (NVZ) when opportunity is there. 
Acknowledges difference between hard game and soft game and is starting to 
vary own game during recreation and tournament play. Can sustain short 
rallies. Is learning proper court positioning. Basic knowledge of stacking and 
understands situations where it can be effective. 

 
3.0 Skill Rating 

FOREHAND 

• Ability to hit a medium paced shot. Lacks directional intent and consistency. 
BACKHAND 

• Avoids using a backhand. Lacks directional intent and consistency. 
SERVE / RETURN 

• Able to hit a medium paced shot. Lacks depth, direction, and consistency. 
DINK 

• Not able to consistently sustain a dink rally. Not yet developed the ability to 
control this shot. 
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3RD SHOT 

• Generally hits a medium paced ball with little direction. 
VOLLEY 

• Able to hit a medium paced shot. Lacks direction/inconsistent. 
STRATEGY 

• Understands fundamentals. Is learning proper court positioning. Knows the 
fundamental rules and can keep score and is now playing tournaments. 

2.5 Skill Rating 

• This player has limited experience.  

• Can sustain a short rally with players of equal ability.  

• Basic ability to keep score. 
1.0 to 2.0 Skill Rating 

• This player is just starting to play pickleball and has no other sports background.  

• Minimal understanding of rules of the game. 
 

September - Most Improved Player Award goes to ‘Lynda ‘Lightning’ Anderson’  

Congratulations Lynda, well done! 

The following results are where each player finished after the 5 qualifying rounds during 
the tournament. The other number is your playing rating before the championships some 
players will have their rating adjusted up or down from the previous ratings prior to the 
tournament. You can check your rating against the skills chart above. 
 
Division 4  
Byrne Jenny       2.5         7th 

    

Southern Margaret       2.5         8th 
    

Anderson Lynda       2.6         5th 
    

Thompson Kate       2.7         2nd 
    

Holt Sue       2.7         6th 
    

Christie Janette       2.7         4th 
    

Becker Wendy       2.9         3rd 
    

Bennett Dixie       2.9         1st 
    

Division 3 
       

Hoelscher Thomas       3         8th 
    

Nugent Mark       3         11th 
    

Christie Roger       3.2         12th 
    

Coates Sandra       3.2         4th 
    

Hoelscher Paul       3.2         5th 
    

Kenyon Dave       3.3         3rd 
    

McWilliams Gaye       3.5         1st 
    

Withers Deb       3.5         6th 
    

Cameron Lyn       3.5         9th 
    

Cran Carol       3.5         7th 
    

Hagar June       3.5         10th 
    

Doran  Jan       3.5         2nd 
    

Division 2 
       

Hoelscher  Paula       3.6         6th 
    

Arnell Geoff       3.7         7th 
    

Summerville Kerri       3.7         2nd 
    

Wymer Derek       3.7         3rd 
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Lee Noone       3.7         8th 
    

Jackson Wayne      3.9         4th 
    

Mcguire Julie      3.9         5th 
    

Jackson Fiona      3.9         1st 
    

Division 1 
       

Becker Gavin      4.3         8th 
    

Jackson Louise      4.4         6th 
    

Jackson Ron      4.4         1st 
    

Warner Chris      4.4         4th 
    

Foster Mick      4.4         2nd 
    

Summerville Bailey      4.5         5th 
    

Jackson Joe      4.5         7th 
    

Jackson Rhylee      4.5         3rd 
    

 
Grand Finals: 
  
Rhylee and Derek defeated Bailey and Julie  
Paul and Lynda defeated Roger and Thomas  
 
Club Champions  
Div 1 Rhylee Jackson 
Div 2 Derek Wymer  
Div 3 Paul Hoelscher  
Div 4 Lynda Anderson 
 
 

 
 
If you notice each of our championships came from back in the field after the 
qualifying rounds. 
 

 Ron Jackson, President, Redlands  Pickleball Club In. Phone: 0417152133 


