
Student Reaction Meaning Your Response 

1. Gets up and leaves 
quietly. 

He knows he did 
something wrong 
and doesn’t feel 

like arguing. 

Go on with class. 

2. Looks confused. 

Examples: The “What???” 
look and the “What did I 

do?” gesture. 

He wants to avoid 
consequences or 

get attention. 

Say: “I can talk to you about 
this later, but right now is not 
the right time. Take the pass 

and go to _____.” 

3. Starts to explain. 

Example: “No, because he 
said...and then I said...” 

He wants to avoid 
consequences or 

get attention. 

 
Say: “Seems like you want to 

explain. I can talk to you 
about it later, but right now is 
not the right time. Take the 

pass and go to _____.” 

 

4. Gets up and leaves 
disruptively. 

He wants to have 
the last “word.” 

Write down a note of how 
the student responded. 

Consider extra consequences 
for their disruption of class 
on the way out. You don’t 

have to address it right then. 

5. Responds angrily. 

Example: “Oh, no no no 
no...” 

She is angry. 

 
Say: “Seems like you’re upset 
about this. I can talk about 

this later, but right now is not 
the right time. Please take the 

pass and go to ______.” 
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6. Puts head on desk. She is shutting 
down emotionally. 

Privately say: “Seems like 
you’re upset about this. I will 
be happy to talk about this 

later, but right now we don’t 
have time. Please take the 
pass and go to ______.” 

7. Refuses to leave. 

Example: Student folds arms 
across body and leans back in 

chair. 

She wants to save 
face in front of 
peers or wants 

attention. 

Privately Say: “You have a 
choice here. You can accept 

the consequence by taking the 
pass and going to room 103. 
Or you can choose to make it 
worse by refusing to go. I’m 
going to give you a minute to 

make your choice.” 

Give the other students 
something to do 

independently. If the student 
hasn’t moved within the 
minute you gave, give the 
note you wrote out to a 

student to take to another 
teacher or administrator. 

Have students continue to 
work independently until she 

arrives. 


