
Target Task & Mastery Response Narrative 
 

Target Task: 
 

1) Read the following quote (p. 39): 
 

The white officer took a threatening step forward.  He looked murderous.  
 
“We can’t stay on the bridge while the police are here,” panted Naledi.  From the 
bridge they could see the road outside the railway station.  Next to a large van 
were more police.  An old woman was being pushed inside a van.  Tiro looked 
back at the people in handcuffs on the bridge.   

 
Why is this scene an example of rising action? In your answer, include the specific 
language the author uses to increase the reader's feeling of suspense. 
 
Mastery Response: 
 
This scene is an example of rising action because it is a suspenseful event and the reader 
does not know what will happen to Naledi and Tiro.  As a reader, I am worried about 
whether Naledi and Tiro will make it off the bridge to a safe place.  They must make it to 
safety in order to continue helping their sister.  The author uses adjectives that show fear 
like “threatening” and “murderous.” The author also uses vivid action verbs like "panted" 
and "pushed." The word “panted” makes me think that Naledi is exhausted from trying to 
avoid the police.  The word “pushed” shows that the police are not treating people kindly 
and that the threat of violence still exists.  All of these words add to the suspense. 
 
Mastery Response Narrative: 
 
There are three parts to my thinking: (1) defining the literary term rising action as 
suspenseful events where the characters’ attempt to resolve the conflict could be 
thwarted, (2) identifying the suspenseful moments in the text, and (3) analyzing the 
specific language and syntax that contributes to the suspense. 
 
When I describe why an event is suspenseful, it’s connected to the anxiety and concern I 
feel towards the characters as a reader, and the uncertainty I feel with regards to their 
ability to resolve the conflict.  In this case, I am worried about Naledi and Tiro, because 
it’s not certain that they will safely avoid the police on the bridge.  If they get caught by 
the police, they will not be able to return to their village with their mother and help 
Dineo. 
 
There is specific language the author is using that create the uncertainty and the anxiety.  
In this case, I look to action verbs and the adjectives used to describe the police or 
situation. By using the word “threatening” and “murderous” to describe the way the 
police officer is moving, the author is communicating that the police are dangerous.  The 
verbs panted and pushed creates an image of Naledi, exhausted, and physically 
threatened. This is part of what contributes to my feeling of anxiety and worry for the 
characters.   
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