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Chris Rudd is a designer, community organizer, and founder
of ChiByDesign, a Black-owned and people-of-color-led
design firm in Chicago. Chris has a deep background in social
equity work, systems change, and youth development. He’s
worked with youth on the south and west sides of Chicago,
challenging them to engage with their communities through
activism and technology. In addition to his role at
ChiByDesign, Chris is also a Clinical Professor of Practice
and Lead of Community-led Design for the Chicago Design
Lab at the Illinois Institute of Technology Institute of Design
(ID) where his work focuses on developing the co-design
practice at ID and the anti-racist design field. Chris is a former
Stanford Institute of Design (d.school) Civic Innovation fellow
and a current Chicago Urban League IMPACT fellow.

Heidi Davis is a progressive HR leader advising C-suite
executives and organizations how best to evolve its talent,
DEI, and business functions to achieve optimal
effectiveness. A focused-leader, Heidi uses a people-first
approach to enhance the culture and overall experience.

Jennifer L. Husbands, Ph.D., is a Senior Program
Officer at the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation where she
manages the Community of Practice for the Networks for
School Improvement. Throughout her career, her focus
has been on adult learning, including roles such as
Executive Director of Schools That Can Chicago, Director
of the AUSL Institute; and Director of School Incubation at
Chicago Public Schools. She also led the nation’s first
charter school-based, state-approved teacher certification
program at High Tech High, a network of high-performing,
project-based learning-focused charter schools in San
Diego. She earned her Ph.D. from Stanford University's
School of Education.



Regin Igloria is a multidisciplinary artist and
educator based in Chicago. His drawings, artists’
books, sculptures, and performances portray the
human condition as it relates to the natural
environment and inhabited spaces. He founded North
Branch Projects, an organization that builds
connections through the book arts. His work with the
community creates crossover between disparate
populations and cultures, aiming to redefine roles of
artists and those who may or may not be in their
proximity. Igloria has taught at places such as
Marwen, RISD, The School of the Art Institute of
Chicago, Snow City Arts, and Carthage College. He
received a 3Arts Individual Artist Award as well as
local, national, and international grants, support
through artist residencies, and has exhibited
internationally.

Leslé Honoré is a Blaxican Poet, artivist, and author.
In her poetry and life she works to empower youth to
find their voices through the arts, and inspire people to
stand in the gaps that social, economic, and racial
inequities create. Leslé was a featured speaker at the
inaugural Tedx Grand Boulevard in 2020 and has
spoken and read her work at Obama Foundation
convenings and events, the 2020 Watermark
Innovation Conference, Elevated Chicago
Symposium, Latino Progresando’s 2020 MEXtalks,
and many more. Leslé also hosts a web-based series,
Bestie Shine. Born and raised in Gardena, California,
she now lives in Chicago with her three phenomenal
children: Sage, Solomon, and Scarlett. She believes in
HBCU’s and that tacos and gumbo without kale can
save the world. Her forthcoming book, Letters and
Lagniappe, will be released in 2021.


