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A few months ago, my grandpa took his final breaths here on earth and went to be with the Lord. It was 

actually the first person close to me that has ever died.  As he neared the end of his life, I noticed that 

everyone in the room hung on to every word he said. When you’re that close to dying, everything gets 

magnified. Every hug, story, or word of advice carries more weight than it typically would on a normal 

day.  

 

This past summer, we had the blessing to dig into 2 Timothy as a staff.  This book was most likely Paul’s 

last letter he ever wrote, and he wrote it to his disciple, Timothy, begging him to keep carrying the 

gospel around the world. Paul’s the second most important person in the entire New Testament (next to 

Jesus), and I know that if I were there in that Roman prison when Paul died, I’d be hanging on every last 

word out of his mouth. Well, we get his “last words” in Chapter 4 of 2 Timothy. These words carry 

weight! I have to think that Paul thought and prayed for a long time over these last few sentences.  

 

We remember Jesus’ last words, don’t we? They’re on a poster in almost every church in America. 

Remember? Jesus is standing there, about to ascend into heaven, and he says, “Therefore, go into all 

the world and preach the gospel, baptizing them in the name of the…” You know the rest. Those were 

Jesus last words, and we’ve all heard and remembered it. So what were Paul’s last words? 

 

Paul says in the last few paragraphs of the last letter he ever wrote, “Preach the Word, in season and 

out of season. Correct, rebuke and encourage with great patience and careful instruction.” Paul says 

that in light of the fact that Jesus is coming back again, PREACH THE WORD. Live it out. Be the salt and 

light in this world. Be like Jesus. Make people say, “There is something different about that person.”  

 

And then Paul says, “in season and out of season.” How can we translate that? That means at Kamp and 

at college. When it’s easy and when it’s not. When we’re at church and when we’re in class. All the time. 

In season and out of season, be a reflection of Christ in this world.  

 

So as you continue to barrel through another semester of classes and you’re experiencing every emotion 

there is – joy, frustration, exhilaration, exhaustion – remember Paul’s last words. Make Jesus famous 

every chance you get. You may be the only “Bible” that people read, so seize every opportunity to share 

who Christ is and what he’s done in your life!  


