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Register by Friday, May 5, 2017  
to get the best rate.
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June 26 – 27, 2017  |  The Union League of Philadelphia

16th Annual Advanced Forum on

Obstetric  
Malpractice  
Claims

Featuring unparalleled medical 
insights from:

David A. Clark, MD 
Albany Medical College 

Max Wiznitzer, MD 
CWRU School of Medicine

Harry F. Farb, MD 
Obstetrician and  
Maternal Fetal Medicine Specialist

Michael G. Ross, MD, MPH 
UCLA

Robert H. Allen, PhD, PE
Johns Hopkins University

Co-Chairs:
Joseph S. Picchi
Galloway, Lucchese, Everson  
& Picchi

Norman D. Tucker
Sommers Schwartz

Obtain insight as to the  
perspectives from the Bench. 
Hear from:

Hon. Ann D. Montgomery
U.S. Dist. Ct.,  
Dist. Minnesota

Hon. John Younge
Philadelphia Court Common Pleas

Hear from and network with:

Robert Shavelle, PhD, FAACPDM
Life Expectancy Project

Michael D. Anderson 
Senior Claims Examiner and Risk Specialist
Medical Insurance Exchange of California

Richard T. Henderson, CPCU, ARM, AIC, AU
Vice President
TransRe

John S. Moore
Director, Strategic Claim Unit, Specialty Claim
CNA 

Molly L. Farrell
Client Advocate
Willis Towers Watson

Jennifer Green
Claims Consultant
CNA
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The C5 Group, comprising American Conference Institute, The Canadian 
Institute and C5 in Europe, is a leading global events and business 
intelligence company.
For over 30 years, C5 Group has provided the opportunities that bring 
together business leaders, professionals and international experts from 
around the world to learn, meet, network and make the contacts that 
create the opportunities.  
Our conferences and related products connect the power of people with 
the power of information, a powerful combination for business growth 
and success.  

ACI
American Conference Institute
Business Information in a Global Context

With more than 300 conferences in the United States, Europe, Asia 
Pacific, and Latin America, American Conference Institute (ACI) 
provides a diverse portfolio devoted to providing business intelligence 
to senior decision makers who need to respond to challenges 
spanning various industries in the US and around the world.  
As a member of our sponsorship faculty, your organization will be 
deemed as a partner. We will work closely with your organization to 
create the perfect business development solution catered exclusively 
to the needs of your practice group, business line or corporation.
For more information about this program or our global portfolio of 
events, please contact:
Wendy Tyler 
Director of Sales, American Conference Institute
Tel: 212-352-3220 x5242  |  w.tyler@AmericanConference.com

GLOBAL SPONSORSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES

WHO SHOULD ATTEND:
LAWYERS, both plaintiff and defense, who litigate 
medical malpractice cases attend in order to get a 
solid grounding on the latest medical issues upon 
which cases are based. Our faculty of medical and 
legal experts from around the nation will provide you 
with the information and strategies that are essential 
to achieve the best outcomes for your clients

DOCTORS, NURSES and HOSPITAL RISK/QUALITY 
ASSURANCE MANAGERS attend in order to 
benchmark their current practices and procedures 
and develop a deeper understanding of the current 
state of obstetric malpractice litigation 

INSURANCE PROFESSIONALS attend in order to 
obtain valuable insights and strategies for assessing 
professional negligence claims and to better 
understand litigation strategies and hospital risk 
management techniques

CONTINUING LEGAL 
EDUCATION CREDITS

Accreditation will be sought in 
those jurisdictions requested by the 
registrants which have continuing 
education requirements. This course 

is identified as nontransitional for the purposes of CLE accreditation. 

ACI certifies that the activity has been approved for CLE credit by 
the New York State Continuing Legal Education Board. 

ACI certifies that this activity has been approved for CLE credit 
by the State Bar of California. 

You are required to bring your state bar number to complete the 
appropriate state forms during the conference. CLE credits are 
processed in 4–8 weeks after a conference is held. 

ACI has a dedicated team which processes requests for state 
approval. Please note that event accreditation varies by state 
and ACI will make every effort to process your request. 

EARN CLE
CREDITS

Be a part of the nation’s premier obstetric 
malpractice conference and ensure that 
you keep abreast of the evolving standards 
of care, emerging theories of liability, and 
new defense strategies. 

Obstetric malpractice cases continue to result in massive 
verdicts, reaching amounts in excess of $100 million. Claims 
are evolving in response to advances in medical technology, 
which can increase the potential for errors in the delivery 
room.  Further, new standards of care are emerging and 
with these new standards come new malpractice claims. 
Given the state of obstetric malpractice, it is essential that all 
those along the obstetric malpractice continuum, including 
medical professionals, risk managers, insurance professionals, 
plaintiffs’ attorneys, and defense counsel, be current on 
the latest claims and defense strategies and how they are 
impacting the practice.

Newly updated session for 2017 agenda include:
 An examination of damages: ACA repeal and its intended 

impact, collateral source rule, mitigation of damages,  
billed v. actual costs

 Managing life care plans
 Jury trial techniques
 Tort reform, structured settlements, negotiations, and 

closing the case early to avoid a costly trial
 New emerging trends in brain cooling techniques

Register now by calling 1-888-224-2480 or by faxing your 
registration form to 1-877-927-1563. You can also register 
online at www.AmericanConference.com/ObMal.
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DAY ONE
Monday June 26, 2017

7:45
Registration and Continental 
Breakfast

8:45
Co-Chairs’ Opening Remarks

Joseph S. Picchi
Partner
Galloway, Lucchese, Everson & Picchi

Norman D. Tucker
Of Counsel
Sommers Schwartz

9:00
In-House Claims and Risk 
Management Professionals  
Speak Out on Obstetric 
Malpractice Financial & Legal 
Decisions Evaluation and 
Settlement of Cases, Insurance 
Coverage, and More

Michael D. Anderson 
Senior Claims Examiner and Risk Specialist
Medical Insurance Exchange of California

Richard T. Henderson, CPCU, ARM, AIC, AU
Vice President
TransRe

John S. Moore
Director, Strategic Claim Unit, Specialty Claim
CNA 

Molly L. Farrell
Client Advocate
Willis Towers Watson

Jennifer Green
Claims Consultant 
CNA

Robert Shavelle, PhD, FAACPDM
Life Expectancy Project

Moderator:  
Ralph F. Valitutti
Principal
Kitch Drutchas Wagner Valitutti & Sherbrook

10:15
Morning Break

10:30
Neonatal Brachial Plexus Palsy  

Robert H. Allen, PhD, PE
Associate Research Professor 
Biomedical Engineering
Associate Research Professor
Gynecology and Obstetrics
Undergraduate Program Director
Center for Bioengineering Innovation  
and Design
Johns Hopkins University

Eric J. Frisch
Partner
Carlock, Copeland & Stair, LLP

• Brachial plexus: injury with and  
without shoulder dystocia 

• Fundal pressure, expulsive forces  
and clinician applied forces

• Failure to detect macrosomia
• Understanding the key risk factors for 

shoulder dystocia, how they should be 
managed, and the delivery note

• The Expulsion Defense and its impact  
on juror’s perception of defense 
credibility and verdicts

11:20
An Examination of Damages: ACA 
Repeal and its Intended Impact, 
Collateral Source Rule, Mitigation 
of Damages, Billed v. Actual Costs

Joseph S. Picchi, Esq.
Partner
Galloway, Lucchese, Everson & Picchi

Tammy L. Wade
Shareholder
Johnson & Bell, Ltd. 

• What is the impact of the ACA and its 
repeal of formulating damages 

• Continuing viability of defenses after  
the ACA is repealed

• Assessing plaintiffs’ argument that 
insurance will no longer be admitted

• Countering plaintiffs’ argument – 
argument by defense that regarding of 
ACA there will be a mandated waiver of 
pre-existing conditions and purchasing 
those policies should be admitted for 
mitigation of damages

• Plaintiffs’ duty to obtain future care
• Case studies on the future of the 

collateral source rule
•  Mitigation of Damages
•  Burden of proof and the affirmative defense
•  Expert testimony
•  Billed rates v. actual costs – what is 

realistic and how are jurisdictions handling 
billed v. actual costs during litigation?

12:00
Networking Lunch for  
Speakers and Attendees

1:00
Fetal Brain Development –  
Genetic and Intrauterine Influences  

David Clark MD
Chair, Department of Pediatrics 
Albany Medical College

Andrew S. Kaufman
Partner
Kaufman Borgeest & Ryan LLP

• Basic brain anatomy
• Genetic disease and syndromes with 

brain malformations
• Maternal factors affecting fetal brain 

development
• Diabetes
• Maternal nutrition
• Smoking tobacco, drinking alcohol 
• Maternal fever
• Illegal drug use
• Transplacental infections
• Prescribed medication
• Hydantoin, narcotics

1:50
Managing Life Care Plans

John A. Scully
Founding Shareholder
Cooper & Scully, P.C.

Victoria L. Vance
Partner
Tucker Ellis LLP

• Understanding the history of how life 
care planners were created

• Introduction of life care planners by  
the plaintiffs’ bar

• Development of life care planners 
through certification

• Methods used to create life care plans

2:30
Afternoon Break

3:00
Perinatal, Infant and Toddler 
Factors Causing Brain Damage

Max Wiznitzer, MD
Pediatric Neurology
CWRU School of Medicine

• Dendritic growth and synapse formation
• Nutritional impact on brain growth

- Breast milk v. infant formula
- Child abuse/neglect
- Failure to thrive

If you missed the chance to attend an ACI event, 
you can still benefit from the conference presentation 
materials. 

To order the Conference Materials,  
please call +1-888-224-2480 or visit:  
www.AmericanConference.com/conference_papers

MISSED A CONFERENCE?
ORDER THE CONFERENCE MATERIALS NOW!
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10:40
Morning Break

11:00
Tort Reform, Structured 
Settlements, Negotiations,  
and Closing the Case Early  
to Avoid a Costly Trial

Mark J. Brice
Of Counsel
Decof, Decof & Barry

• “The New Tort Reform” – the philosophy, 
economic forces, results driving the new 
claims approach, and ACOG’s position

•  Determining whether to settle or defend a 
claim and the claims evaluation process

•  “Bed side manner” – contacting 
injured patients and families, and 
recommending they contact an attorney

•  Meeting with claimants and counsel to 
establish willingness to cooperate

•  Voluntary exchange of pre-suit discovery 
and the “new attitude” required

 •  When, which cases, why, and how one 
should pursue pre-suit settlement 

• ”I’m Sorry Laws”
• Applying the Rule of 72 in structured 

settlements

11:40
New Emerging Trend in Brain 
Cooling Techniques to Minimize 
Brain Damage

Jack G. Gresh
Managing Partner
Hall Booth Smith, P.C.

Norman D. Tucker
Of Counsel
Sommers Schwartz, P.C.

• Minimizing brain damage by using 
cooling techniques

• What signs does the baby present to 
warrant cooling – floppiness, heart rate, 
APGAR scores, eye fluttering, seizures, 
nursing challenges

12:30 
Conference Ends

• Perinatal/Postnatal infections
- Herpes
- Enteroviruses
- Group B Strep
- Encephalitis
- Meningitis

• Metabolic disease
• Damaging what was once a normal brain

- Hypothyroidism
- Amino acidurias
- Lipid disorders (myelin)
- Newborn screening programs

• Neonatal neurotoxins
- Bilirubin, ammonia

• Perinatal asphyxia
- Acidosis, ischemia, hypoxia 

3:45
Jury Trial Techniques: Explaining 
Difficult Medical Terms to Juries 
and Advancing Successful 
Techniques and Trial Tactics  
To Make a Winning Argument

Bruce G. Habian
Partner
Martin Clearwater & Bell LLP

Eric J. Stockman 
Principal 
Neubert, Pepe & Monteith, P.C. 

William F. Cunningham
Partner
Cunningham, Meyer & Vedrine, P.C.

4:45
Neonatal Brain Injury: 
Neuroimaging, Radiology,  
and Timing of Injury

Michael Ross, MD, MPH
Professor, Obstetrics and Gynecology
David Geffen School of Medicine
UCLA

• Neuroimaging and radiology
•  Pediatric Neurology – determining  

when the injury occurred 
•  The impact of intrauterine infections  

and genetic disorders  
on the placenta and fetus

•  Assessing the role of cytokines in the 
development of  
long-term neurological defects

•  Ascertaining if cytokines were created  
by HIE injury or infection

• Detecting signs or symptoms of 
infection prior to delivery

•  Infection as a causal element of  
cerebral palsy   

5:30
Conference Adjourns for the Day

DAY TWO
Tuesday, June 27, 2017

8:00
Continental Breakfast

8:45
Co-Chairs’ Welcome and  
Recap of Day 1

9:00
Electronic Discovery, Health 
Records and the Associated 
Liability Issues 

Roger E. Harris
Partner
Swift, Currie, McGhee & Hiers, LLP

Jim Puga
Leventhal & Puga, P.C.

• Practical and Legal Issues and Solutions
• Problems: everyone using a different 

copy; too many pages and too little 
information; and is the hard copy form 
admissible as an exception to the 
hearsay rule on business records if not 
in the same form as when created.

• The audit log – the rest of the record. 
Where to look, what looking for and how 
to combine with the substantive entries.

• The 10 most common mistakes/
problems in using EMR

• The discovery evidentiary problems  
of using “scribes”

• Residents required training in EMR

9:50
Category Two Fetal Monitoring 
Strips: Safeguarding Against 
Incorrect Readings and Responses

Harry F. Farb MD 
Obstetrician and Maternal Fetal Medicine 
Specialist 
Maternal Fetal Medicine Network

• An update on fetal strip categorization
• Ensuring accurate readings and 

interpretations of fetal strips 
• Assessing emerging technologies 

that can assist with evaluations and 
interpretations of fetal heart rate patterns   

• Common claims of negligence involving 
Fetal Monitoring Strips

• Degree of sophistication of training of 
OB nurses regarding fetal monitoring 
and the disputes between doctors and 
nurses when a strip is misread 

• Potential liability resulting from a lack  
of FM scrutiny by a physician

•  Avoiding the pitfalls of overreliance on 
fetal heart rate algorithms 
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Bringing a Team?

3 - 4 10% Conference Discount

5 - 6 15% Conference Discount

7 20% Conference Discount

8 or more Call 888-224-2480

Payment Policy
Payment must be received in full by the program date to ensure 
admittance. All discounts will be applied to the Program Only fee 
(excluding add-ons), cannot be combined with any other offer, and 
must be paid in full at time of order. Group discounts available to 
3 or more individuals employed by the same organization, who 
register at the same time. 

Delegate Substitutions and Cancellations
You must notify us by email at least 48 hrs in advance of the 
conference if you wish to send a substitute participant. If you are 
unable to find a substitute, please notify us in writing no later than 
10 days prior to the conference date. All cancellations received 
will be subject to a cancellation fee of $350. Delegates opting to 
receive a credit voucher will receive a credit for the full amount 
paid, redeemable against any other American Conference Institute 
conference in the next 12 months. 

No credits or refunds will be given for cancellations received within 10 
days of the conference start date. Delegates may not “share” a pass 
between multiple attendees without prior authorization. No liability is 
assumed by American Conference Institute for changes in program 
date, content, speakers or venue. American Conference Institute 
reserves the right to cancel any conference it deems necessary and 
will, in such event, make a full refund of any registration fee, but will not 
be responsible for airfare, hotel or other costs incurred by registrants.

Terms and Conditions

Fill in your Profile

SALUTATION                          NAME                                                                                              

JOB TITLE                                  ORGANIZATION                                                                                     

ADDRESS                    CITY              

STATE/PROVINCE         ZIP CODE                                    COUNTRY                               TEL.                               

FAX          EMAIL                                                                                   

TYPE OF BUSINESS                                                                       NO. OF EMPLOYEES            

APPROVING MANAGER       JOB TITLE                                                                                         

3

Select your Level of Engagement SAVE $200 
Register & Pay by May 5, 2017 Register & Pay after May 5, 2017

o Conference Only $2095 $2295

All program participants will receive an online link to access the conference materials as part of their registration fee. 

o Please reserve ___ additional copies of the Conference Materials at $199 per copy. 

2

5 Accept the Terms and Conditions to Register I confirm I have read and understood the terms 
and conditions of registering for this event

673L17-PHIConference Code

1
PHONE:
1-888-224-2480

EMAIL:
CustomerService@AmericanConference.com





MAIL:
American Conference Institute
45 West 25th Street, 11th Floor 
New York, NY 10010

ONLINE:
www.AmericanConference.com/ObMal

FAX: 
1-877-927-1563





Choose your Registration Method

Fee Includes
The program, all program materials, refreshment breaks and lunches.

Please charge my   o VISA   o MasterCard   o AMEX   o Discover Card   o Please invoice me

NUMBER EXP. DATE

CARDHOLDER

o I have enclosed my cheque for $_______________ _including applicable taxes made 

payable to American Conference Institute (T.I.N.—98-0116207) 

o ACH PAYMENT ($USD)

Please quote the name of the attendee(s) and  
the event code 673L17 as a reference.

For US registrants:
Bank Name: HSBC USA
Address: 800 6th Avenue, New York, NY 10001
Account Name: American Conference Institute
UPIC Routing and Transit Number: 021-05205-3
UPIC Account Number: 74952405
Non-US residents please contact Customer Service  
for Wire Payment information

Special Discount
ACI offers financial scholarships for government employees, 
judges, law students, non-profit entities and others. For more 
information, please email or call customer service.

Venue Information at a Glance
Venue: The Union League of Philadelphia
Address: 140 South Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102
TEL.: 215-587-5570

Book your Accommodation
American Conference Institute is pleased to offer our delegates a limited number of 
hotel rooms at a preferential rate. Please contact the hotel directly and mention the “ACI 
Obstetric Malpractice” conference to receive this rate.

UNION LEAGUE DRESS CODE:  Gentlemen are required to wear a collared shirt and 
slacks; turtleneck and mock-turtleneck shirts may be worn when accompanied by a suit 
jacket or sport coat.  At no time are jeans, sneakers, athletic clothing, or shorts permitted 
in the League house, except when entering the Inn from the Ground Floor.



B00-673-673L17.E

REGISTRATION CODE  



Attention Mailroom
If undeliverable to addressee, please forward to:  
Attorney, Partner, Risk Management, Claims, 
Obstetric RN, Pediatric Neurology 

Incorrect Mailing Information
If you would like us to change any of your details,  
please email Data@AmericanConference.com  
or fax the label on this brochure to 1-877-927-1563.

American Conference Institute
45 West 25th Street, 11th Floor
New York, NY 10010
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