
                                    
 
 
“Play Skilfully” - A Day of Worship and PA/Sound Tech Training with Musicademy and SFL Group – St Mary’s Church, Princes Risborough 3 Feb 2018 
 

Time Diana Stanbridge Andy Chamberlain Tim Martin PA & Sound Tech – SFL 

9.30 Arrive and register 

You can mix and match your seminars and don’t need to book in for them in advance – just decide on the day! 

Do bring guitars, bass and a packed lunch. No need for amps. 

10.00 Plenary - Welcome and worship (MAIN CHURCH) 

10.30-
11.30 

Vocal technique: belting, mixing, range and power - part 1 

Get greater understanding of how your voice works. Whilst there are no 
short cuts for perfect vocal techniques Diana will teach some great 
exercises to improve your tone, power and range looking specifically at 
belting and mixing (blending your head and chest voice).  

Essential skills for worship bands   

A brand new seminar for both worship leaders and musicians 

designed to address the many of the most frequently asked 

about topics from previous Musicademy training days.  

• The roles of instruments in a contemporary (or an 

unusual) worship band ensemble including top tips 

and do’s and don’ts 

• Starting and finishing songs well – including lots of 

practical input for intros, outros, junction points, 

setting tempos, and pitching starting notes. 

• How to get big songs to work in small church settings 

• Choosing song keys that suit the congregation best  

• Dynamics – using linear and terraced dynamics to 

create light & shade and tension and release  

These masterclasses are packed full of the questions that we 
get asked every training day, and also survey feedback from 
what people have found most helpful over from our sessions 

Why is it so hard to do sound in Churches? 
Church sound is one of the toughest gigs. We unpack why via 
a whistle stop tour of acoustics and audio system design, and 
explore what can be done to make our lives easier. 
This is a session for anyone involved in church audio, 
whether you are a volunteer engineer trying to understand 
the problems you face or a church pastor wanting to learn 
how to make the best investment for the future. 

11.30-
12.30 

Vocal technique: belting, mixing, range and power - part 2 

Singing as part of a team. Diana will be talking about the role as a worship 
leader versus the role of a backing singer, She will be covering subjects 
such as: blending as a group, mic technique, different worship and singing 
styles and how to look after your voice. 

 

12.30 Lunch – please use the time to browse the DVDs and CDs and ask us any questions about the Musicademy courses. Please bring your own packed lunch. 
Worship Backing Band MultiTrack Player demo at 1.20. 

  



 Diana Stanbridge Andy Chamberlain Tim Martin PA & Sound Tech – SFL 

1.30-
2.30 

Come and explore the rich and exciting sounds of 
gospel singing. In this session Diana will be looking 
specifically at the sound, movement and delivery 
of gospel music including harmony structure and 
improvisation. This session is a lot of fun and very 
practical - you will be taught a gospel song for the 
group to perform at the end of the day so come 
ready to give it your all! 

 
If you would like to go to the Worship Leading  
seminar midway through then no problem! 

Guitar Masterclass: Licks, tricks and 

cheats for the acoustic guitarist 

In this seminar we’ll explore a range 
of alternate cheat chord ideas 
and voicings that use the full range of 
the guitar neck  – ideal for acoustic 
players and worship leaders who 
want to go beyond the well-trodden 
typical chord shapes.  
(Different song choice to previous 

training) 

Keys Masterclass  
Learn to approach the keyboard as a chords based 
instrument and lose your dependency on the music score. 
Tim will show you how to use melodic fills between chords 
for added interest. He will cover left and right hand rhythm 
skills, integrating added, suspended and extended chords 
into your playing. Explore the use of riffs to develop 
effective parts and develop techniques for leading worship 
as a keyboard player. He’ll also show you how to make 
better use of your keyboard sounds.  
(This is a huge session so we’ll choose elements based on 

what the group want to explore) 

Taking it up a notch, Part 1: What do all those 
knobs do?  
The sound desk is a maze of knobs, faders, and 

flashing lights. What do they all do? During this 

session we’ll take you on a guided tour of the 

mixing desk, covering all the controls, as well as 

walking through the basic procedures of the 

sound check and discussing topics such as gain 

structure and EQ.  Suitable for all abilities. 

2.35-
3.35 

Bass: Going Beyond the Root Note   
Do you want to go beyond the root 
but don’t know which notes to 
choose? This seminar will help 
you understand how pro players use 
chord tones to go beyond the root 
and still stay tasteful! Also useful for 
guitarists transferring to bass.  
(Different song choice to previous 
training) 

Worship Leading Masterclass 
A packed session covering service planning and 
choosing songs, communicating with church leaders, 
managing an all-ability band, getting rehearsals 
working well and communicating with the 
congregation. We’ll also cram in some teaching on 
how to use elements of non-musical worship. 

Taking it up a notch, Part 2: How do I create a 
good mix? 
The stage is set, the desk is waiting for us and now 
we step into the art of mixing. We explore 
practical skills and tips for creating a great mix. 
This session is for the more experienced engineer 
looking to up their game, or for anyone looking to 
understand what really goes into achieving a good 
sound mix.  

3.35-
4.00 

 TEA BREAK 

4.00-
4.30 

 Gospel choir performance! 

Final thoughts. Worship session. Plenary Q&A 

 

 

PRODUCT SALES INFO 

Please look at the Musicademy DVDs and CDs at the back. We have lots of really big discounts available exclusively today. Everything is cheaper than our online 

prices with reductions of up to 80% on some courses. Cash, cheques and credit cards welcome.  There is also a deal on Worship Backing Band MultiTracks. 

 


