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OCTOBER 29-31, 1948
Temperature or Weather Inversion.

Cold air traps warm air near 
surface.

No draft or uplift to disperse 
toxic effluent from waste stacks.   
Stagnant Atmosphere.

Twenty-seven deaths. Thousands 
ill. Over 500 hospitalized. 

Pathogen: Fluorine gasses and 
Sulfur Trioxide attack lung 
tissue.



Quote

“We do not feel our smoke and 
fumes are harmful.”  M.M. Neal, 
Superintendent Donora Zinc Works, 
American Steel and Wire Co.  

The Donora Herald-American.                 
2 November,1948.



“These guys stormed the beaches 
of Normandy. What’s a little 
smoke to them?”                                         
Harry Loftus, Executive, 
American Steel and Wire Co. 
Donora Works



Guenter Kunert

b.March 6 1929
Berlin,Germany

Writer,Poet,              
Artist.

“Song of a 
Small Town”
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McKean & 7th St. 
Looking South 
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Donora PA 1948 Smog Victim 

Manuel Rodriguez died on January 29, 1949

Manuel lived in Donora and worked at the  Donora Zinc Works at the time of the smog.

He became ill during the smog, with respiratory problems, and never recovered.

He is my Great-grandfather, father of Mary Rodriquez Lewis, who is mother of  Wayne Lewis, who is 

my father. 

Manuel and his family migrated from Spain in the early 1910's to Cherryvale KS to work at the Edgar 

Zinc Co. smelters located in Cherryvale.  He and his family moved to Donora to work at the Donora 

Zinc Works in the 1930's.   My Gandfather, Harry Lewis, also worked in the Donora Zinc Works from 

1936 until it closed. 

Attached is Manuel's photo and a photo of his grave stone located in the Monogahela Cemetery.

Submitted by Rick Lewis, Great-grandson of Manuel Rodriquez



Jim 
Glaros

Bill 
Schempp


