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• Section 504(d) of the Clean Air Act allows states to 
issue a General Permit (GP), a single permitting 
document covering a category or a class of similar 
sources. 

• According to section 6.1(f) of Pennsylvania’s Air 
Pollution Control Act and 25 Pa. Code §127.611, 
the Department determined that some categories 
of sources similar in design and operation could be 
adequately regulated using GPs.

Introduction
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• Pennsylvania’s GP program was authorized in 
November of 1994.

• The first GP, aptly named GP-1, was issued in 
February of 1996.

• To date, Pennsylvania has issued 18 different 
GPs.

History
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• GP serve as both general plan approvals 
(construction permits) and general operating 
permits.
– One exception, detailed later

• GP terms and conditions cannot be modified 
for specific facilities.

• Applications for authorization to use a GP must 
be acted in within 30 days of receipt.

Basics
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• When new or modified GPs are proposed, 
notice is given.
– Published in Pennsylvania Bulletin
– Published in six newspapers, one in each region of 

the state
– EPA and seven states are notified

• Comment Period is no less than 45 days.

Process
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• After consideration of comments, Department 
may issue the GP.
– Comment and Response Document prepared
– Other documents, such as a technical support 

document, may also be prepared
– Notice is given in Pennsylvania Bulletin

• Notice will specify when applicant may apply 
for authorization to use GP.
– Usually right away or after 30 days from issuance

Process
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• Each GP has its own application form and 
associated application fees for authorization to 
use the GP.  Other forms that may be required are 
noted in the application instructions for each GP.

• The Department directly renders a decision on the 
application; there is no proposal stage.  
Notification of decision is given to applicant and 
subsequently published in the Pennsylvania 
Bulletin.

Process
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• GP-1 for Small Gas and No.2 Oil Fired 
Combustion Units

• GP-2 for Storage Tanks for Volatile Organic 
Liquids

• GP-3 for Portable Nonmetallic Mineral 
Processing Plants

• GP-4 for Burn-Off Ovens
• GP-5 for Natural Gas Compression and/or 

Production Facilities
• GP-6 for Petroleum Dry Cleaning Processes

Specific GPs
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• GP-7 for Sheet-Fed Offset Lithographic Printing 
Press

• GP-8 for Powder Metal Sintering Furnace
• GP-9 for Diesel or No.2 Fuel-Fired IC Engines
• GP-10 for Non-Heatset Web Offset Lithographic 

Printing Presses
• GP-11 for Non-Road Engines
• GP-12 for Fugitive Dust Sources and Diesel 

Fired IC engines at Coal and Coal Refuse 
Preparation Plants.

Specific GPs
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• GP-13 for Hot Mix Asphalt Plants
• GP-14 for Human or Animal Crematories
• GP-15 for Feed Mills
• GP-19 for Dry Abrasive Blasting Operations
• GP-22 for Landfill Gas-Fired Simple Cycle 

Turbines
• GP-24 for Pharmaceutical & Specialty Chemical 

Production

Specific GPs
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• Skipped numbers are GPs that had work begun 
on them but never finalized.

• GP-24 only serves as a general plan approval.  
The terms and conditions must be rolled into a 
Title V permit.

• GP-12 is administered by PA DEP’s Mining 
Program, not Air Quality.

Specific GPs
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• New GPs are in development, including GP-5A for 
wells and GP-26 for landfill gas-fired engines.

• Other GPs, such as GP-1, GP-3, GP-5, and GP-9, are 
undergoing revisions.

• We try to revisit and revise GPs periodically, 
especially when technology changes warrant an 
update to Best Available Technology requirements.

Continuing Work
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• Some GPs are restricted to use at minor 
facilities.  Others may be used as general plan 
approvals at Title V facilities.

• Facilities that have Title V or State Only 
operating permits that use GPs as general plan 
approvals will have terms and conditions rolled 
into their existing operating permit.

GP Usage
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• GPs have cut down on the number of plan 
approval application reviews, especially for 
minor facilities.

• GPs save the applicants and the reviewers both 
time and money.

• GPs give applicants assurance on what terms 
and conditions they are required to meet prior 
to applying for permit.

Benefits
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• Inadequate information from applicants can 
make approval of authorization within 30 days 
difficult.  Unlike plan approval applications, 
there is no review clock to stop for review of 
GP authorization applications.

• Some GPs are more complex that others, such 
as GP-5 and GP-24.  Review can take much time 
and effort, but regulations do not differentiate 
between different GPs.

Backlog Issues
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• The public has an opportunity to comment on 
the GP when it is initially proposed.  There is no 
public comment when authorization to use GP 
is applied for.

• Citizens tend to be more interested in what is 
happening locally than generally.  The public is 
sometimes upset that their opportunity to 
comment could have been years before a 
facility was even proposed in their local area.

Public Input Issue
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• Pennsylvania proposed the newest version of 
GP-5 for Natural Gas Compressor Stations, 
Processing Plants and Transmission Stations 
and the brand new GP-5A for Unconventional 
Natural Gas Well Site Operations and Remote 
Pigging Stations on February 4, 2017.

• Due to public interest, Pennsylvania prepared a 
Technical Support Document prior to proposing 
GP-5 and GP-5A.

New GP-5 and GP-5A
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• Over 10,000 commentators submitted 
comments.

• Pennsylvania is working to finalize the GPs, 
including a comment and response document.

New GP-5 and GP-5A
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